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For the US, 


war now has 


a face: the 


lost patrol 


of B Troop 


By Kim Sengupta 
and Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 


INSIDE 


THE PICTURES were grainy, 
staged, yet none the less dra- 
matic for that - American sol- 
diers with the Stars and Stripes 
clearly visible on their left 
shoulders, feces bruised and 
full of apprehension, appearing 
on. Serbian television as pris- 
oners of wan 

: Until yesterday morning, 

. few Americans knew that their 
country had ground forces any- 
where near Kosovo. But there 
theywere on the morning tele- 
vision shows - a shocking re- 
minder to Americans that war 
has a face. The three men of 
B Troop, 1st Squadron of the 
4th Cavalry Regiment, cap- 
tured on the border between 
Macedonia and Kosovo could 
have a huge impact in London, 
Brussels and -TOshington, as 
Nato Gonfronts a war that is 


Rirther reports 

pages 2-5 


■ Leading article 

Review, page 3 


Richard Harries 

Re view, page 4 


l-Mary Dejevsky 

■ Remew, page 5 


going wrong 

Staff Sgt Andrew A Ramirez, 
Staff Sgt Christopher J Stone 
and Specialist Steven M Gon- 
zales set off from their base at 
Kumanovo at 7.30am on 
Wednesday on a routine patrol 

The 1st of the 4th is an old 
cavalry unit which long ago 
traded In its horses for 


Humvees, all-terrain vehicles. 
“One Quarter Cav**- as the unit 
is known - was deployed to 
Macedonia on 3 March for 
“Task Bbrce Able Sentry”, a 
mission to observe the border 
area: They were ozra-daytime 
reconnaissance exercise and 
the terrain they covered along 
the Macedonian border with Yu- 
goslavia was rugged and hilly. 

They carried only light 
weapons and were, it is 
claimed, under express orders 
not to cross into enemy terri- 
tory. “Theywere observing the 
bonier and reporting on activ- 
ities along the border; 0 said 
Capt John Clearwater; 
spokesman for the 1 st Infantry 
Division. 

Tim Baker; a photographer 
from the force’s newspaper, 
Stars and Stripes, spent Tues- 


day night and Wednesday on pa- 
trol with them. “ They are just 
your basic, good soldiers, noth- 
ing special." he said. 

“You just kind of shoot the 
breeze with them. It’s very cold 
up there, so at night you didn't 
really talk, just tried to keep 
warm." 

But the three men were in an 
area inhabited almost exclu- 
sively by Serbs with their in- 
trinsic sympathies with then- 
kith and kin in former Yu- 
goslavia. Armed bands roam 
the area, and, it is suspected 
supply information to Serbian 
forces. There had been reports 
that the Serbs were mining 
bridges and roads on the 
border to prevent Xato forces 
from crossing into Kosovo. 
There had beat a build-up of 
Serb and KLA forces, and ris- 
ing tension. 

The lost patrol split off from 
the rest of the convoy in the af- 
ternoon. But at around 230pm, 
things suddenly became any- 
thing but routine. There were 
frantic messages back to base 
that they were under fire and 
surrounded. Then there were 
was silence. Search- and -res- 
cue teams numbering around 
a hundred, from the 1st Army 
Division were immediately 
scrambled to the area of the 
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Serbian television footage showing tbe men the Serbs say are American soldiers who disappeared near the Yugoslav-Macedonian border 


radio message on British. 
French and Italian helicopters. 
But despite an exhaustive 
search they felled to find the 
patroL 

The first reports hit the news 
wires and television at about 
730pm in Washington, but 
there was confusion. At mid- 
night President BilJ Clinton 
was informed, but still there 
was no news. Two hours later, 
the first pictures appeared. 
“The next we saw, they were 
badly beaten up and shown on 
television in Belgrade." General 
Wesley Clark. Nato's Supreme 
Commander, said yesterday. 

Coming so soon after the 
loss of the supposedly invisible 


"Stealth” fighter-bomber, the 
capture of the soldiers is a fur- 
ther embarrassing blow io 
.American military prestige. An 
Inquest is already under way. 

The Yugoslav government 
says the patrol was in Kosovo: 
the US says it was in Macedo- 
nia. The unit had been in 
country for only a few weeks, 
though the military says it had 
trained for the mission for six 
months. -These men knew 
the terrain. Even- indication 
that we've had is theywere op- 
erating well within their bound- 
aries lof Macedonia I.” The 
Humvees had satellite naviga- 
tion equipment. 

The status of the unit was 


unclear "Able Sentry" had been 
part of the cumbersomely titled 
United Nations Preventive De- 
ployment force, whose mandate 
had come to an end four days 
earlier when China vetoed it 
The State Department said the 
soldiers were in “non-combat- 
ant status”, but tbe White 
House told Congress last wed; 
that Task Force Able Sentry 
vvas to be assigned to Nato for 
protection purposes. Its future 
does not seem to have been fi- 
nalised in detail. 

For the moment there is 
only shock, anger and fear. “We 
have all seen the pictures, we 
don't like it we don't like the 
way they are treated and we 


have a long memory of these 
things," said General Clark. 

Staff Sgt Stone's father, Jim 
Stone, speaking from his home 
in Port Huron. Michigan, said 
yesterday: “We simply don't 
know what is going on. We are 
pretty much in a state of shock. 
This is not the sort of thingyou 
expect” 

Having milked the capture of 
the soldiers for utmost public- 
ity value - by parading them on 
television in violation of the 
Geneva Convention’s rules 
against humiliating captive sol- 
diers - the Serbs still made a 
stab at appearing correct The 
Yugoslavian Vice-President, 
Vuk Draskovic, said: “Nothing 


wrong will happen to them. We 
are respecting the enemy. We 
will be sticking to the terms of 
the Geneva Convention, you 
can be sure of that." He then 
added more ominously. ■‘They 
are going to face Serb justice". 

Tanjug, the Yugoslav news 
agency: said yesterday that the 
three would be tried under mil- 
itary' law. 

Mr Clinton, speaking at the 
Norfolk naval base in Virginia, 
warned: “President Milosevic 
should make no mistake, the 
United States takes care of its 
own." But for the boys of the lost 
patrol it may prove to be a long 
drawn out stay in the care of the 
Yugoslav military. 


Pensioner gets life for murdering Jews 


ALIMPING, white-haired pen- 
sioner yesterday become the 
first person to be convicted in 
Britain of war crimes commit- 
ted during the Second World 
Wan In an historic decision, an 
OktBaileyjury found Anthony 
Sawoniuk, 78, gniby of mur- 
dering lfc Jews while serving as 

a police officer in Nazi-occupied 
Belarus between 1941 and 1944. 

None of the jurors was bom 
when Sawoniuk committed the 
crimes for winch he was sen- 
tenced tolife imprisonment He 
is the second oldest person in 


By Andrew Buncombe 


British legal history to receive 
such a sentence. 

During the eight-week trial, 
the court heard how Sawoniuk, 
from south London, was ac- 
tively involved in the Nazis' 
so-called Final Solution. Re- 
cruited in his hometown ofDo- 
machevo, he enthusiastically 
led “search and HIT opera- 
tions to track down those who 
escaped the massacre of 2^00 
Jews on 20 September 1942. At 
least one witness said Sawoniak 


was present on the day of the 
massacre. The judge. Mr Jus- 
tice Potts, told Sawoniuk: “Al- 
though you held a lowly rank in 
the hierarchy of those involved 
in the liquidation of Jews in 
eastern Europe, to the Jews of 
Domachevo, it must have 
seemed otherwise." 

The jury took three days to 
reach its verdicts. Sawoniuk 
was found guilty unanimously 
on the first count of murder and 
by a majority on the second 
count As the jury returned its 
verdict Sawoniuk. pale and 


troubled, slumped backwards in 
his seat 

The trial which cost an es- 
timated £lm. was the result of 
an eight-year investigation into 
war crimes costing £l0ra. 
Sawoniuk is likely to be one of 
just two people to be charged. 

Sawoniuk' s solicitor. Martin 
Lee, said: “We are instructed to 
consider grounds for appeal ing 
against conviction. In my view 
this case Has demonstrated that 
the War Crimes Act 1991 has es- 
tablished a bad precedent in re- 
spect of retrospective criminal 


legislation Retroactive criminal 
legislation is bad practice and 1 
cannot now see how tius pros- 
ecution has made it good law. 
Millions liare been wasted by 
the Government on prosecuting 
a nobody from south London 
when hundreds of relatives of 
the survivors of the First and 
Second World Wars are des- 
perate for recompense. ' 

The Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice said the result was “a trib- 
ute to the courage and 
resilience of the witnesses". 

Nazis’ hired killer, page 8 



Sawoniuk: Murdered IS 


Blair confident as Ulster talks adjourn 


SINN FEIN and the IRA were 
told yesterday by the British 
and Irishgovernments ibatan 
act of repubKcan disarmament 
wifi be necessary to secure 
entry intoNorthem Ireland’s 
new government 
- That message emerged 
from intensive negotiations at 
Hillsborough Castle near 
Belfast where Tony Blair, 
David: Trimble, the Ulster 
'Unionist Party leader; Gerry 
.Adams, Sinn Ftein president, 
and other mqjor players had 


BY DAVID MCKITTBICK 
Ireland correspondent 


spent days and nights closeted 
in an attempt to resolve the 
arms decommissioning issue. 

The exercise foiled to pro- 
duce feU agreement an how to 
proceed,butitdidyieldade- 
taiIedskEtrii,aK)rovedbymost 
oCfreparik^ads, ofhow anact 


sure Sinn Fteitfs entry into tbe 
new executive that will run 
Northern Ireland. 


AH attention is now focused 
on the IRA and Sinn Fein, and 
on bow they react to the con- 
sensus that decommissioning 
must accompany entry into the 
new government The republi- 
cans are foeing the feet that de- 
commissioning is seen as an 
obligatkHi, not only by Mr Trim- 
ble but across the political 
spectrum. 

That consensus was pre- 
sented to tbe republicans not in 
frefonnofachaHengebutmthfi 
most soothing language possi- 


ble, with Mr Blair and the oth- 
ers presenting decommission- 
ing not as a demand but as "a 
collective act of reconciliation”. 

This would be accompanied 
by similar movement from loy- 
alist paramilitary groups and bv 
a relaxation of security mea- 
sures by the authorities. These 
steps would be co-ordinated 
with political moves to set up 
the executive. In this way Mr 
Trimble would achieve the de- 
commissioning on which he 
has staked so much, while Sinn 


Fein would be guaranteed its 
executive seats 

Negotiations ha e been pen- 
cilled in for 13 Aj il Republi- 
cans and loyalist will come 
under pressure to take the 
steps that would open the way 
to devolution. Since neither 
side has given any sign it is 
preparing for disarmament, it 
will be a time of much anxiety. 

Because the document is 
marked "working draft” it con- 
veys no overt sense of an ulti- 
matum to the republicans, its 


language has clearly been care- 
fully designed to meet republi- 
can sensitivities, striving hard 
to avoid any implication that de- 
commissioning would carry 
any overtone of surrender. 

Mr Trimble seemed pleased. 
Mr Adams was non-committal. 
The latter now feces the options 
of seeking to sell decommis- 
sioning to the republican heart- 
lands. or reporting back in 12 
days that this is impossible, or 
seeking a renegotiation. 

Further reports, pages 6,7 
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Thousands 


more herded 


into wagons 


The Refugees 

By Marcus Tanner 


IN SCENES reminiscent of the 
Second World War, trains 

packed with refugees rolled to- 
wards the Macedonian border 
yesterday. 

The enforced deportations 
are bringing the Serbs closer to 
their goal of ethnically deans- 
ing Kosovo of its 2 million Al- 
banian inhabitants. 

The Serb police were herd- 
ing Albanians from the capital 
Pristina, on to the trains “like 
sardines”, the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees said. 

A spokeswoman, Judith 
Kumin, said three trains with 

5,000 aboard had arrived at the 
border yesterday and two more 
were reportedly on their way 
The first three arrived the day 
before. 

The refugees told of being 
dragged out of tbeir houses in 
Pristina and herded into a 
crowded quarter of the city on 
a hillside. “When the trains 
pulled in, people were pushed 
down the hill and crammed on 
to the train. TVro old people died 
in the crush," Ms Kumin said. 

Many of the refugees, espe- 
cially the elderly, collapsed 
when they got off the trains 
after being forced to walk al- 
most two miles between the 
final railway station in Kosovo 
and the Macedonian frontier 
post, at Blace. 


Kris Janowski, a UNHCR 
spokesman, said the scenes of 
columns of people staggering 
along the railway line remind- 
ed him “of the darkest days at 
the end of World War Two, with 
refugees streaming in aQ di- 
rections - men women and 
children and the elderly, clutch- 
ing a few precious possessions. 

“Everyone interviewed told 
similar stories of masked men 
in uniforms knocking on doors 
and telling people to leave or be 
killed," Mr Janowski said. 

Survivors who reached 
Macedonia told horrifying 
accounts of the emptying of 
Pristina of its mostly Albanian 
population of more than 
250,000. “I counted about 15 
dead in my street,” said one 
woman. “Near the mosque I 
saw the body of a 17-year-old 
boy; I know his father. There is 
no one left in Pristina now." 

Nearly all the refugees are 
women and children. They say 
their menfolk are either hiding 
out in the hills of Kosovo, or 
have been captured and killed 
by the Serbs. 

“We saw them take about 50 
or 60 men," said Sanije Mortoa. 
“We saw nothing but heard 
guns firing. Wfe don't know what 
happened." 

The refugee accounts dove- 
tail with reports of mass graves 


containing hundreds of bodies 
near the central town of 
Orahovac. 

The number of Albanians 
pouring out of Kosovo is so 
great that the worry now is that 
there will soon be none left in 
Kosovo for Nato to help. 

Partly in answer to such 
fears, Nato yesterday said it 
would shell Serbian artillery po- 
sitions near Malisevo, central 
Kosovo. The Serbs are pound- 
ing one of the last Albanian cen- 
tres of resistance there. 

The alliance believes about 

50,000 Kosovars -many erf them 
refugees from other parts of 
Kosovo - are trapped in a tri- 
angle of territory, defended by 
poorly armed fighters from the 
Kosovo Liberation Army. 

With no sign that Nato’s air 
campaign has checked the Serb 
offensive, Serbia celebrated a 
second propaganda coup yes- 
terday, parading the Kosovo 
Albanian leader Ibrahim Ru- 
gova on Serbian television. 

The public display of an ex- 
ultant Slobodan Milosevic and 
a dazed Kosovo leaden on the 
same day as TV showed three 
captured US soldiers, crowned 
a day of triumph for the Serbs 
on their ninth day at war with 
the Western alliance. 

Earlier reports had sug- 
gested Mr Rugova was dead. 



Slobodan Milosevic (right). President of Yugoslavia, with the ethnic Albanian leader Ibrahim Rugova in Belgrade yesterday 


murdered in a systematic 
purge of intellectuals, politi- 
cians and writers. But on Ser- 
bian television Mr Rugova was 
quoted as saying that he was 
“under the protection of the 
Serbian police". He made no 
known mention of the awful fete 
of his countrymen. 

A bland Serbian television 
announcement said Mr Rugo- 
va and President Milosevic had 
“discussed the problems in 
Kosovo. They came to a joint 
stand on a mutual commit- 


ment to a political process." 

Although the Kosovo leader 
could be seen smiling glassily. 
Western officials who watched 
the soundless dip said Mr Ru- 
gova was obviously there under 
under duress. “It was an eerie 
sight," said one diplomat based 
in Macedonia. 

In Washington, the Defense 
Secretary, William Cohen, said 
the US would “stay the course” 
in the conflict with Serbia, in 
spite of a series of setbacks. 
“Wb are making progress in our 


goal to damage and diminish." 
the forces of President Milo- 
sevic, he said. 

Mr Cohen was in Norfolk 
naval station. Virginia, where 
President Bill Clinton last night 
made a speech to the families 
of those involved in the Yu- 
goslav campaign. On Wednes- 
day President Clinton was 
quoted as telling a delegation 
of Albanians living in the US: 
“We cannot lose this. We have 
to win this." The White House 
has warned that Nato air 


strikes on Yugoslavia may go on 
for weeks. 

Nato yesterday reiterated 
that it had no intention of en- 
gaging in a land war with Ser- 
bia, saying this would require 

200,000 troop. “No one is seri- 
ously proposing the planning of 
an invasion force," an alliance 
diplomat said. “There’s still 
confidence that Milosevic will 
crack under continued pound- 
ing from the air." The Nato 
secretary-general. Javier 
Solaria, said: “The only plan to 


send in ground troops at this 
moment is to guarantee a 

peace agreement The allies are 
not contemplating the deploy- 
ment of ground troops to fight 
their way in." 

As the scale of the humani- 
tarian catastrophe worsens, 
the UNHCR said it may set up 
an air bridge to Albania, along 
the same lines as the Sarajevo 
airlift of 1992-95. A British jet is 
already in Albania, which will 
shuttle between Tirana and 
UN stores in Denmark. 


Montenegro mobilises as it fears Serbian take-over 


MONTENEGRIN FORCES have 
taken up positions at the end of 
the deep gorge that is the route 
Into their small republic. In 
the capital Podgorica, they 
have surrounded public build- 
ings and the television station. 
The units are from the special 
police, a force that in most 
other countries would be con- 
sidered soldiers. 

They stand at intervals of a 
few metres around the presi- 
dential building, heavily armed, 
wearing fatigues, helmets and 
body armour. Montenegro’s 
government is sending a dear 
message to Presdent Slobodan 
Milosovic - “if provoked we 
will stand and fight". 

There are rumours through- 
out this city of an imminent 


takeover by soldiers of the fed- 
eral government. Serbia’s 
smaller, weaker partner in the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia 
has been moving towards 
breakaway for maqy years and 
it fears President Milosovic is 
about to use the cover of Nato 
strikes to re assert his failing 
power here. They are not being 
paranoid. It's reliably reported 
that senior figures in the Yu- 
goslav army units based in 
Montenegro have been re- 
placed by hard-liners more 
Ipyal to President Milosovic. 

The allies are taking the 
threat seriously. The British 
Foreign Secretary, Robin Code, 
yesterday warned President 
Milosovic against opening up a 
new front against Montenegro. 


He said the Yugoslav President 
“should not now try to create 
trouble in Montenegro. He is in 
enough trouble himseH He has 
neither the time not the re- 
sources to fight there " 
Montenegro's Deputy Prime 
Minster, Dragisa Burzan, told 
me yesterday that there is an 
imminent danger of a military 
confrontation between Mon- 
tenegro and Serbia. “That is in 
the hands of the federal au- 
thorities," he said. “If they are 
looking for any kind of con- 
frontation that is there decision 
not ours. We are not those who 
will stir up anything. We will by 
to do everything to stop major 
disruption here.” But even be- 
fore the Nato strikes, Mr 
Milosovic had made moves on 


MONTENEGRO 

By Paul welch in Podgorica 


Montenegro. He attempted to 
take editorial control of the 
television station, but was re- 
buffed by Montenegro's gov- 
ernment It made a show of 
putting armed units in place 
around the building. That time 
Mr Milosovic backed down. 

It’s widely accepted here 
that Mr Milosevic's hand has 
been strengthened, not weak- 
ened, by Nato action. When 
Montenegro was first hit by 
Nato bombs, Western diplo- 
mats privately expressed sur- 
prise. They worried about the 
destabilising effect the action 
would have. Yesterday Mr Cook 


all butapologised for the action 
in a televised briefing in Lon- 
don. He said: “A number of in- 
stallations integral to 
[Yugoslavia's] air defence sys- 
tem had to be attacked, we had 
no choice. We've taken every 
possible step to limit and re- 
strain those attacks." 

On the streets of Podgorica 
there are daily, angry demon- 
strations by those who sup- 
port President Milo so via They 
vilify Nato and its political lead- 
ers. As each night of bombing 
passes there is a subtle but def- 
inite shift back towards the 
President In the city's park 


under a statue of one of Mon- 
tenegro's historic figures a 
woman told me: “What NATO 
are doing makes you feel tike 
you realty don't want to sign the 
Kosovo peace agreement Fm 
generally against Milosevic’s 
policy, at least I was before all 
this happened. Now 1 don't 
know. It's not good." 

Intellectuals in Montenegro 
believe damage has been done 
and is irreparable. Srdan Dar- 
in an o vie, of the Centre for 
Democracy and Human Rights, 
called the Nato action here a po- 
litical catastrophe. “War is al- 
ways very dangerous for 
pro -democracy forces, and in 
Montenegro pro-democratic 
forces are in power” he said. 
“All pro-democracy powers in 


Montenegro are to danger from 
this war. War is a paradise for 
all political forces who want to 
go back and it is a paradise for 
Milosovic and his supporters." 

The fallout from fighting 
across the border in Kosovo is 
also destabilising Montenegro. 
Since Saturday over 32,000 
Kosovo Albanians have arrived 
here, Seeing their homeland to 
fear of their lives. 

They have joined 25,000 
Kosovars who took refuge here 
earlier in the conflict and 21 
thousand people from the Croa- 
tian and Bosnian wars. Four- 
teen per cent of the population 
is now made up of people dis- 
placed from their homes to 
other republics and countries. 
The government says Mon- 


tenegro. economically crippled 
by sanctions as part of Yu- 
goslavia, cannot support the 
desperate for much longer. 

On Tuesday night to Pod- 
gorica, a church which is a 
temporary home to some Koso- 
vo Albanians was hit by gunfire. 
It’s presumed that the gun- 
men were part of the nine per 
cent of Montenegro which, is 
Serbian. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Burzan says Serbs to this re- 
public, and their sympathis- 
ers, are angered by the 
presence of the Kosovo Alba- 
nians and by the burden they 
impose. He fears a backlash. 
He looks pensive, considers the 
crisis and tells me: “This situ- 
ation is potentially explosive." 
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Tens of thousands of people are fleeing Kosovo to 
take refuge in neighbouring countries. Many had just 
a few minutes to leave, taking nothing but the clothes 
on their backs. 
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Running programmes in Kosovo before the 
escalation of the crisis. Action Against Hunger has 
reacted immediately, participating in emergency relief 
operations in Albania. Experts and equipment are on 
the way to build crucial water and sanitation facilities 
for the refugees. 
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At the same time, other international teams on the 
ground are preparing for further relief operations in 
Macedonia, Montenegro and Kosovo. 
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l 33 3.8 


Avonmouth g.07 13.2 
Cork 7 28 4.4 

Dcvooport 7 . 36 5.* 

Domr 

DuaLaoghabc 106 3 9 

Falmouth 7.07 5.2 

Greenock 2.31 3.2 

Hamrick i 33 3.8 

Holyhead 12 13 5.5 
Holt (Albert Ok) 6.11 95 

Kings Lynn S 14 6 7 

Ldth 4.26 5 4 

Liverpool 

Milford Haven 8.06 6 9 

Newquay 6.57 6 9 

Portland 8.44 | 9 

Portsmouth 

Pwtlhea 9 57 4.9 

Scarborough 5 58 5 5 

Wick 1 03 3.3 
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5 58 5 5 
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8.71 8 8 
8.17 6.9 

4.48 5 4 
1 10 9.3 
8.21 6.8 
7.12 6 8 
9 05 19 
1.08 4 4 
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6 09 5.6 
1 17 3.4 


Height measured m metres 


FORECAST 


Your help is urgently needed. 


General situation: Unsettled but ic anil sail he fairly warm. Wales and mu eh of 
England together with Northern Ireland will haw a few sharp showers hut ■" 
between there will be some warm sunshine. Eastern Scotland and north-easr 
England will be cool with mist and lew cloud feeding In off the North Sea. Mein- 
while. northern and western Scotland will have a warm day with some good 
sunny spells, although showers may break out in the sourh-west. 

London, SE A Cent S Fnglaitri, E Atqfla, Midlands: Warm wtrn sonny spells 
but a number of showers around, some quite sharp. A light south-easr wind, 
becoming south-westerly. Max temp 14-17C (57-63R. 


AIR QUALITY 

Today's readings 


Channel Is, S1N England. S Wilw The odd shower this morning but worm 
sunshine developing. A light south-westerly wind Ma» temp 13-ifiC 1 55- 6 IF) 

N Males, NW England. Lake DIM. Isle of Man: Scattered showers, some 
heavy, but quite mild as sunny spells develop. A light south-east wind, becoming 
south-westerly later. Max temp 13-16C (55-61 F] 
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SO, 

London 

Moderate 

Good 

5 England 

Good 

Good 

Wales 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

Scotland 

Good 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 


SUN A MOON 


E England, Cent N * ME England: Mist and rog towards the coast Brighter 
Inland with a mix of sunny spells and the odd shower A moderate south-easier* 
breeze. Max temp 13 -I 6 C (55-61 F]. 


breeze. Max temp 


the odd shower A moderate south-easterly 


Yas l want to heg> me peapte of Kosovo I enetoae a dhequafpostal order 
(payable to Action Against Hungar U1Q far 


| | £250 Q £100 Q £50 Q £25 otiherE 

Or pieon debit my VlSAAiastercanVDeKa/CAF 


5E A NE S cotl a n d. Edinburgh, Aberdeen. N Meet Mist and rog along the 
coastal fringes. Warm sunny spells developing inland. A moderate south-easterly 
wind. Max temp 9-12C (48-54Fi on the coast but much milder inland. 


San rises: 06 35 
San sacs; 19 35 
Moon rtses:J1.l3 
Moan secs: 07.35 
Lose Quarter: April 9th 
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0 3 
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50 
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5!T 

1 5 

15 

59 
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4.3 

0.5 

13 
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0.8 
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54 
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8 3 

1 B 

15 
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18 
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5 3 
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15 

59 
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17 
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0.3 
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52 
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0.3 
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1 0 

15 
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0.3 

16 

61 
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- 
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- 
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12 

54 
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15 
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79 

66 
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54 

Leeds 

4 2 

o.a 

17 
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48 
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0.5 

17 

63 
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OB 

20 
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Lowestoft 
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0 3 

14 

57 

Manchester 
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0.3 

16 
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9.3 

0.3 

18 
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Morecambe 

3.0 

0.3 
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Newcastle 

3.7 
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16 
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- 

- 
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0 3 
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17 
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THE ATLANTIC NOON TODAY 


RET Isobars; air -A A warm from fj (\ 

— 102 ^— pressure — A A - cold front If L 
in millibars .AA. occluded front (/ V 


I.fUOWWlN 



. l ; 1016 . 
102/1 



Low G will remain stationary while High F slowly nils. 


24 hours to 6pm (GMT) Wednesday: 
Information by HA WeatherCentrc 


THE WORLD YESTERDAY 

c.cteuv.dra-.^ 1 '7-"-’h r '"'"'SC r.r*„ s.sunny w.yvwers. sl^lrtl. 
^-anusiorm. :H rftund-r Mosi r W r,i MMblr ftgi.it r*jn lx* urn. 


NW a SW Scotland, Glasgow; W Isles: Sunshine but a few showers expected 
hi^the south-west. A moderate south-easterly breeze. Ma* temp 12-1 SC |S4- 


WEATHERLINE 


N Ireland: A few showers breaking our this morning bur warm sunny spells 


For me latest forecasts dial 0891 5009 
louottml tiy l he two digits for your drej 
Source 1 The Met Olflce Calls cnarged ar 
50p per mai (Inc VATl 


RAIN 

OR SHINE 


c 16 61 Chicago 
e IS 77 CMsub 
C '8 Congo* 


f t V ‘I 

21 M Koala Lumpm 31 8S 
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Expiry dare 


Today's date 


Please tick if 
you would Hke 
a receipt 


OUTLOOK 

Tomorrow will be warm but rather unsettled again with sunny spells and show- 
ers. Easter Sunday may start a little cloudy but the east will become warm ana 
sunny, the west Wilt also be warm but will stay more Cloudy with rain in western 

Scar land Jinrf Mnrrt i t n IreJjnH 


Please send coupon to 
Action Against Hunger UK, 

1 Canon Street London WC1R 4AB 


L r JM L. 

[hungers 


ReoMared ehonty no. uwTSOt 


London: A12 Green Man Roundabout 
Leytonstone. Major roadworks on now 
Mil to* road Ural 31st December. 
Briatol; MS JIB-19. Mapr Roadworks on 
Avonmouth Bndgo. urtf 23nS Juno 2001. 
Vtarmtotshire: M4? Between jto Tamwonh 
Mrvfaes and J9 Sutton CoidTelO. Roadworks 
and contraflow. Untfl 23rd April 
South Yorkshire: Ml Between J34 Tinsley 
Viadud IA61D9) A J34 Tinsley Vladuo 
(A6178). Sheffield. Camaseway is reduced 
to two lanes southbound. Until 21 at 

November aOQO. 

Gloucestershire: A40 Lansdown Rp. 


Cheltenham. Closed due 10 roadworks 
inbound. Diversions 'n place Until 1st June 
Co. An trim: At Kmgsway. Dunmurray. 
Roadworks, various lane restrictions. UntM 
1st August. 

Derbyshire: A6 Between Derby Southern 
Bypass (A50I ana Shanflaw Roaa round- 
about East ol Ahraslon. CcurraOrm icr work 
on now A50. Until 15 th October. 

AA Roadw»Kh: Cali 0336 401777 lor 
the latest local and nadonar traffic news. 
Source: The Automobile assomi.** Cjii s 
charged at 50p per mm (inc. UATj. 
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NINE VILLAGERS, including a 
four-year-old child, died when 
a landslide hit their homes in 
southern Tajikistan, officials 
said yesterday. The landslide 
to the village of Sarband. 
37 miles south of the capital, 
Dushanbe, destroyed two 
houses. 

The area is prone to earth- 
quakes . and a slight tremor 
was registered there two days 
ago. Spring has also brought 
rains to the region, further 
destabilising the soil. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 



Some 4,000 ethnic Albanians from Kosovo walking along the railway tracks towards Macedonia after disembarking from a train at the General Jankovic border crossing in Yugoslav territory yesterday 


Reuters 


Serb juggernaut lays waste a nation 


IN A great fan-shaped advance 
the Serbian jug gernau t, was 
still rolling south on a broad 
front last night, laying waste to 
scores of towns, villages and 
hamlets in a ferocious and 
naked attempt to wipe an entire 
society and its people from the 
map. In a few days the ancient 
province of Kosovo win cease to 
exist and more than a million 
ethnic Alb anians will be scat- 
tered, perhaps for even 

From the rim of the moun- 
tain chain framing the border 
with Macedonia it is possible to 
see distant evidence of the cat- 
astrophe. The sky bears red 
traces at night of forces on the 
horizon. 

But the real evidence is the 
great suffering tide of human- 
ity being driven forward re- 
morselessly by the juggernaut 
It is made up mostly of women, 
children and old people 
stripped of their money, valu- 
ables and papers! The numbers 
are becoming meaningless. In 
one pocket north of the border 
there are said to be 50,000; to 
the west there fire perhaps 

150,000 more. • 



James 

Dalrymple 

IN SKOPJE 


The force that is driving 
them, which may be more than 

100,000 strong is spearheaded 
by tanks and artiHeiy of the Ser- 
bian regular army but it now 
seems dear they are only the 
advance guard of something far 
more deadly something that 
has not been seen in Europe for 
more than 50 years. 

Descriptions of the Serb tac- 
tics are almost identical in each 
assault It would be impossible 
tohst the dozens of villages and 
hamlets that have been razed 
and their populations decanted 
into the fields and hiDs. But in 


the largest urban centres the 
evidence of massive “ethnic 
cleansing" is dean We know the 
large town of Mitrovica in the 
north-west is deserted, a ghost 
town. The heart of the dty of 
Pec has been burning for days 
and its entire ethnic Albanian 
population gone. Prizren, in 
the south-east, is almost a total 
ruin, its shops and homes loot- 
ed and its entire male popula- 
tion missing. In Pristina, the 
capital, the Serbs have been 
more selective. Only the large 
Albanian neighbourhoods have 
been shelled, torched and 
turned to ruins. 

From every one of these 
places the flow of refugees has 
been huge. So has the level of 
theft. Apart from their cash, 
valuables, passports and pa- 
pers, there are an estimated 
6 , 000 vehicles parked for miles 
north of the Macedonian border 
and now the properly of the 
looting army. 

The Serbs are using the rail 
system to make the flow faster, 
with trainloads of Albanians, 
loaded to the roof in Pristina 
and dumped -in the centre of 


newly sown minefields - miles 
from the border. An estimated 

7,000 walked in a column 
stretching five miles yester- 
day. But the real mystery is the 
missing young men. intellec- 
tuals. teachers, doctors, 
lawyers, journalists and politi- 
cal leaders of every party. The 
guerrilla fighters of the KLA, 
who are getting reports out to 
Nato, say they have identified 
a mass grave with hundreds of 
bodies near Orahovac. In a 
river the bodies of 60 males 
have been seen. 

This monstrous and efficient 
military machin e trained and 
controlled from Belgrade, must 
have been built up over months 
- even while President Milo- 
sevic's delegates were dis- 
cussing peace in France. Its 
speed of movement, co- 
ordination and tactics are the 
work of preparation that speaks 
of long-held objectives and 
long-term political planning. 

In each attack the technique 
is the same: frontal assault by 
heavy armoured units shelling 
from a distance, followed by fast 
armoured four-wheel-drive ve- 




displays its own 
of the battle 


ON THE second floor of the Ser- 
bian Clinical Centre in Belgrade 
are victims of the Balkan war 
who will never be mentioned in 
any Nato briefing. There’s a 14- 
year-old boy with his head 
crushed, tying in a coma, eyes 
half-closed, a fat oxygen tube 
down his throat There’s a 
middle-aged farmer hit in the 
headhy shrapnel and expected 
todfewlthmafewhours. Alit- 
tie further down the emergency 
ward is another bqy - 13 this- 
time -with his head swathed in 
bandages, moving in agoqg his. 
team damaged and his right leg 
fractured by a filling building. 
They are Nate’s victims. 

Our victims, I suppose. 
Standing at their bedsides, the 
phrase “collateral damage" 
seems somehow obscene. Ivan 
Tanasijevic, the 14-year-old . 
" from the' Drina "river valley, ' 
was wounded in a Nato air 
raid on Lozzdca, and his father. 
cametoseehimonWedoesday. 
"He asked if he could see his 
sen,” Dr Dragaifo Vuyadmoric 
says. “I said, yes, but that Ivan 
was in a coma. The father sat 
by his bed here and cried. He 
is a fanner. Yfes, 1 told him his 
son is very bad but that we 
wouMntbtowwiatwiD happen 
for another few days. Yes, the ■ 
bqyisfiketytodie." - ' 

Ofcoto^wa&^fheemer- 
ge uc y w ai ti of thisfnodCTn hos- 
pital one flunks nffltber human 


THE WOUNDED 


By Robebt Fisk in Belgrade 



A civilian wounded in Nato raids on Belgrade Reuters 
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of the exhausts! masses 
scrambling dverthe borders of 
Albania and -Macedonia and 
Montenegro, of executions an d 
. of “ethnic deansing”. But the. 
victims of bur bombs die too - 
nine of them, aboriginally Serb 
refugee from Croatia, were 
tom to pieces in a Natoraffi on . 
; Nis last weefcjthey had been : 
■ K vfng fomabaiufonedanny 
.barracks. . , . 

. : Dobrica VhkcpdcBHkeiy to 
join " them shop.' He .was .a “ 
fanner.and appears to have 
been in Ins .fiddsnmKrtigewiii 
when a Nato missile exploded 
a few metresfrom him. 'Pieces . 
of metal anasHed lnto hishead - 
andtoe blast caused what the . 


doctors call “contralateral” 
damage to his brain, which 
started internal bleeding. He 
was brought to the medical 
centre oh Wednesday night 
Will he five, 1 ask Dr Mfoablo 
, Mitrovic? He looks at me as if 
I am foolish to ask and raises 
his eyebrows. The man 
breathes noisily through his 
tubes, huffing and puffing as if 
aware of his fate. He will prob- 
ably never awake. 

Dr Mitrovic, who refuses to 
talk politics, insists on pointing 
out those patients who are not 
war-wounded and those who - 
though they may not be dired: 
victims of Nato’s bombs -are 
victims of the war Milan Lema- 
jic, for example, fies uncon- 
sdoosinabedattheeudoftiie 

. ward, his head as bloated as a 
football, his face a mass of 
- bruises. “We think he tried to 
commit suicide after the first 
bombs,” the doctor said. “Hie 
jumped from the fourth floor of 
lteapartaentbiock. Loofcathis 
X-rays.” He holds out a sheet of 
negatives that shows just a 
' big, dark mass. “His head is like 
a water-melon.” • 

Fbr reasons that have as 
touch todowithxajophobiaas 
national security, with para- 
noia and national pride as well 
as inexperience, the Yugoslav 
authorities have jealously 
guarded the number of their 
civilian dead and wounded In- 


to the Military Hospital in Bel- 
grade and most casualties 
among the non-military popu- 
lation can still be cared for in 
civilian hospitals. Dr Vujadi- 
ncrric receives most of her pa- 
tients from regional medical 
centres; the hospital to which 
Mr Vukojidc was originally 
taken in Krafjevo was itself 
damaged by the explosion of a 
cruise missile in a neighbour- 
ing military installation. 

And this - the proximity of 
the Serbian Clinical Centre 
with its 3,000 beds and L200 doc- 
tors and 3,000 nurses, to po- 
tential Nato targets - is what 
worries Professor Dragan 
Mi tic, the hospital’s vice- 
president He outlines the non- 
sectarian nature of his medical 
fadfities, the hospital’s treat- 
ment of thousands of Albanian 
patients -but then comes to the 
point “We are all feeling great 
tension and anxiety here be- 
cause we are so dose to the In- 
terior Police Ministry and the 
General Mlitaiy headquarters 
building, 1 ' he says. “We saw on 
toe CNN website that these wiH 
be Nato targets. 

“But what can we do? We 
have a major hospital here 
next toplaces which nasty be tar- 
geted We cannot move these 
patients, we have no bunkers, 
we have nowhere to take our 
patients to. We cannot take the 
wounded and sick off life sup- 
port machines in the wards.” 


The doctors' message is sim- 
ple. If Nato deddes to attack the 
Belgrade headquarters of its 
principal enemies in Kosovo, 
then toe Serbian Medical Cen- 
tre is going to be hit. 

In one bed lies Dqjan Lukic. 
13, another victim from Lozni- 
ca though this time with a 
birthplace of special horror. 
He was originally a Serb resi- 
dent of the east Bosnian town 
of Srebrenica and was driven 
from his home by Muslim 
forces in 1992. It was those 
same Muslims who held Sre- 
brenica as it filled up with Mus- 
lim refugees during the 
Bosnian war and it was their 
menfolk who were the victims 
of the 1995 atrocity when thou- 
sands were executed by Serb 
militiamen. By then. Dejan 
Lukic was 25 miles away in 
Loznica. 

He was still there last week 
when Nato began raiding the 
eastern bank of the Drina. Doc- 
tors believe he was running for 
his life after a missile explosion 
when he was hit by concrete 
from a collapsing building. He 
never regained consciousness. 
But his eyes moved yesterday 
- a good sign, according to the 
doctors. He may live. 

At least 22 war-wounded 
have been transferred to this 
Belgrade hospital alone since 
the start of the Nato bombard- 
ment but others - physically 
untouched by shrapnel - have 
not survived their reaction to 
the bombing. Boris Grubicic 
was 18 and fell into depression 
when he heard that Nato and 
Serbia had gone to war. He had 
been “ethnically cleansed" 
from Croatia in 1996 with 

170,000 other Serbs. Perhaps his 
experiences in Croatia three 
years ago had unbalanced his 
mind. 

“He was brought in here 
with a fractured head and 
neck,” Dr Vujadinovic said. “He 
had climbed to the top of the 
McDonald’s restaurant in the 
centre of Belgrade, That's five 
floors high. Then he threw 
himselfoffthetop-Hedied here 
last night" 


hides containing special-force 
units, followed by sinister and 
highly trained special-duties 
groups. 

They have a bewildering 
number of acronyms. But their 
purpose is the same: to ter- 
rorise the population into paral- 
ysis. to weed out those whose 
names are ou their lists, and to 
rob, rape and abuse the others 
into Sight The main specialist 
force is the MUP a gen- 
darmerie some 10,000 men. It 
controls the PJH which has 
been responsible for more 
known atrocities than any other 
group. They call themselves po- 
lice, but they are in effect mo- 
bile light infantry with mortars, 
machine-guns and armoured 
troop carriers. Commanded by 
a major-general, they are split 
into battalion-strength units. 

In Pristina alone, the KLA 
say's, there are 5.000 in the 
24th Spedal Police Detach- 
ment, split into six groups. As 
back- up they have some 8.000 
reservists. 

Then, most dangerous of alL 
are the elite groups, such as the 
JSO. that form President Milo- 


sevic’s bodyguard unit There 
are only about 500 of them but 
they have been present - in 
small groups of 15 to 25 - at 
every atrocity. They have styl- 
ish black uniforms topped by 
red berets and their faces are 
always masked. The RDV, a 
kind of modem Gestapo, work 
in plaindothes. 

They are responsible for the 
so-called “black” and “wet” op- 
erations - involving the seeking 
out of named individuals. They 
are the quiet men with the 
lists, but they are known to be 
experts In torture and killing. 

And, inevitably - following 
the main action like vultures 
over an abattoir and specialis- 
ing in looting, burning and the 
rape of young women - there 
are toe thugs and criminals of 
the two main war-criminal 
gangs, controlled by Zeljko 
Raznjatovic, the man known as 
Arkan, and his rival Franki 
Sonatavic. 

The brutalities of these men 
have been seen in every war 
zone that has racked the former 
republic of Yugoslavia. 

Arkan's men became noto- 


rious in Bosnia fbr gouging out 
the eyes of an old woman, and 
both men have been heavily in- 
volved in every criminal activ- 
ity- from immigrant sm ug gling 
to drug-dealing -yet both enjoy 
the patronage of toe top Serbian 
government officials. 

Arkan, who has been seen 
recently in the Belgrade, denies 
his men are there. 

But one witness, a journal- 
ist for German state radio 
called VaJanita Saratmi, 
watched as a group of men 
wearing the uniforms of the in- 
famous Arkan Tigers took a 
young journalist from his office 
in Pristina and shot him in an 
alley. 

They took away five other 
journalists from the city's main 
daily newspaper and they have 
not been seen again. Ms Sara- 
tinl who escaped after six days 
in hiding with her husband, a 
university lecturer, and their 
two children, gave a first-hand 
account of the “ethnic cleans- 
ing" techniques. 

“First the tanks seal off 
areas of the dty” she said. “I 
saw 30 tanks in one street. 


Then they just batter down the 
doors of homes, smash the 
windows of shops - taking any- 
thing, from liquor to jewellery, 
that takes their fancy - and 
drive the people out But always 
there are the plaindothes men 
with their clipboards and they 
ask for the names. When one 
they have on their list is found 
they take him away. Then there 
is shooting Then they go on to 
the next place.” 

Yesterday at the Macedonian 
border there was a new prob- 
lem for the thousands arriving 
in the deep ravine they have to 
pass through. The Macedonian 
authorities, now alarmed to 
toe point of national tension, 
have stopped processing them 
for hours at a stretch - leaving 
them without food or water, 
without toilet facilities or heat- 
ing - while Serb police units 
push them forward from miles 
up the road. 

From the hills overlooking 
the scene it looked like a rock- 
concert crowd. But there was 
no singing, just the erring of in- 
fants and the pleas of mothers 
begging for food. 
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Delays cause 


misery on 


the border 


THE EXODUS 


By Emma Daly in Morini, Albania 


EMMA BO NINO, the European 
Commissioner for Overseas 
Aid, spent 20 minutes at this 
border crossing yesterday, 
where thousands of exhausted 
people languished in their cars, 
on tractors and on horse- 
drawn carts. 

They were waiting patiently 
to be processed by the Alban- 
ian authorities, who had sud- 
denly decided to add to the 
misery by taking the name of 
every refugee crossing, instead 
of waving them through as they 
had been doing since the exo- 
dus began on Saturday. 

After her ligh tning visit by 
helicopter; instead of the ardu- 
ous seven-hour road trip, Ms 
Bonino and her entourage de- 
parted for further meetings 
with UN officials about the 
refugee crisis. 

The pitiful exodus continues 
from Kosovo, with no mercy 
shown to the old, the sick, nor 
the poor; as they pour out of the 
embattled province under the 
vicious Serb promise - Albania 
or deatli. 


The border crossing is now 
split into two lanes, with cars an 
the right, pedestrians on the left. 
With at least 100,000 people 
said to be jamming the road, 
there was no let-up in sight 

Enver Doda left Pristina, 
120km away, at 10am on 
Wednesday and arrived in Al- 
bania 29 hours later. 

“The police organised the 
trip straight to Albania - they 
didn’t let us go anywhere else. 
I did not want to leave Kosovo 
but 1 had to because oft be po- 
lice." he said. 

“They came banging on the 
doors and shouting, and saying 
if we don't leave now a bullet is 
waiting for us - either Albania 
or death.” 

Thousands of refugees who 
had walked for hours were 
slumped in a grassy Geld just 
beside the border. 

They were mostly women 
and children, bundled up in 
brightly coloured jackets and 
carrying pathetic items of lug- 
gage - clothes wrapped in blan- 
kets, or bulging plastic bags, 


or the odd suitcase carried on 
the shoulder. 

They were waiting for some 
land of transport out - but it 
was in short supply. 

Where were the buses and 
mini-vans that in previous days, 
had shipped refugees out at the 
government's expense? “Ask 
the UNHCR [United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees]," said one Western 
official, grimly. 

The few foreign aid workers 
who are already in place at the 
border crossing have ex- 
pressed anger and distress at 
the delay in setting up proper 
facilities for the refugees. It 
seems to have taken an inor- 
dinately long tune for the in- 
ternational aid agencies to 
grasp the scale of the crisis, de- 
spite the fact that it was obvi- 
ous to many observers that 
Albania - and the main road 
crossing at Morini - would be 
a prime destination for Koso- 
vars expelled by the Serbs. 

Aid workers Grom smaller aid 
agencies handed out small jars 



Emma RnninoTIpftrwalkrpastT group of ethnic Albanian refugees from Kosovo at Morini yesterday 


of baby food - peach puree - to 
bemused refugees walking aver 
the discarded wrappings of 
emergency rations that are 
now depleted. 

As a result of the delays in 
passing the border, at least 
one rehigee died of exposure. 
The body of Rexhep Nimani, 72, 
lay cradled in his widow’s arms, 
in the back of a tractor-trailer 
loaded with 35 children. 

Tie died today, at about 


8am.’' said a friend, Skender 
Mauriqi. ‘‘He was not sick but 
it was very cold. We stayed out- 
side all night in the rain. 

“We left Pristina at lpm yes- 
terday. All the way, he kept 
saying thal he wanted to go 
back..." 

Nehad Cetaku. an electron- 
ics graduate forced under the 
Serbian system to work as a 
mechanic, was desperate to 
get his pregnant wife. Rabija. 
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into hospitaL as she is due to 
give birth within 48 hours. 

“We left Pristina because 
we had to leave Pristina. They 
gave us about five minutes to 
leave our houses, saying if we 
do not do this, we take a bullet" 
he said wryly. 

Vaftxma Bajgora. whose fam- 
ily had not eaten for three days 
because they were too fright- 
ened to leave home until forced 
out by masked gunmen, said 


many of those expelled from the 
capital were told to gather at 
the train station. 

“The whole of Pristina was 
there." she said bitterly. From 
there, they were taken by bus 
to the village of Ziu; and made 
to walk to the border. “One of 
mv Seri) neighbours arrived the 
moment I went down the stairs, 
and followed me out carrying 
my television and my video," 
she added. 


But others, rather than tak- 
ing advantage of the anarchy, 
tried to help. 

“T saw some Serb neigh- 
bours who were crying, looking 
at us leaving. One Serb who 
lives near the mosque came 
out, begging the soldiers not to 
kick us out," Mr Mauriqi said. 
“But they were shooting in the 
air Just like in Hitler's time. I 
never thought I would live long 
enough to see this." 


Double-speak and 
jaw-jaw from the 
‘Ministry of Truth’ 


the Language of War 


by Thomas Sutcliffe 


WINSTON CHURCHILL made 
his famous remark about it 
being better to “jaw-jaw than to 
war-war" in 1954. It has been a 
favourite of conciliators ever 
since, but it is possible to won- 
der now whether Churchill's 
chiming opposition has any 
real force any longer. 

Jaw-jaw is war-war. these 
days, when statements from the 
combatants instantly enter a 
global arena to compete for the 
vital ground of public sympa- 
thies. This can take surreal 
forms - a conversation contin- 
uing when the possibilities of 
mutual understanding have 
long disappeared. On BBC2's 
Newsnight programme the 
other night Jeremy Paxman 
could be seen going hand-to- 
hand with a Serb spokesman 
from the Ministry of Truth, but 
their exchange of loaded words 
was only a local detail in a much 
larger verbal fire-fight, one con- 
tested over international satel- 
lite transmissions. 

The unusual conditions that 
prevail in this new terrain were 
underlined by one of the earli- 
est statements made - the un- 
equivocal statement that there 
was no intention to commit 
ground troops to fight for the 
cause, only to reinforce a vic- 
tory. How often can a war of 
such trumpeted resolve have 
commenced with such a candid 
confession of the limits of res- 
olution? The declaration broke 
the most elementary rule of tac- 
tics - that you should tell your 
enemy nothing that will assist 


him. It suggested to President 
Slobodan Milosevic that he had 
little to lose by initial defiance. 

President Milosevic's fail- 
ure to capitulate as the first 
bombs fell forced the war of 
words to move from the initial 
stand-off raids to its second, 
more dangerous, phase. Last 
week, addressing the House of 
Commons, the Prime Minister 
used words such as “repres- 
sion" and “suppression", far 
more abstract in their force 
than terms such as “murder" 
or “slaughter", which have ap- 
peared more recently. 

TVue. Mr Blair stripped Mr 
Milosevic of his honorific - thus 
giving the Serbian President, in 
terms of British journalistic 
practice, the same naked form 
of address as a convicted crim- 
inal. He used the words “ethnic 
cleansing" and “barbarism", 
too. but we still had not quite ar- 
rived at the fierce excoriations 
of last weekend. He ended with 
his sole forma] courtesy; asking 
the House to join him in “urging 
President Milosevic to choose 
the path of peace". 

On Thursday. Robin Cook, 
the Fbreign Secretary, was also 
talking of “President Milose- 
vic". and he, too, edged towards 
the graver indictments; Presi- 
dent Milosevic, he said, "was the 
prime player in the war in 
Bosnia which gave our language 
the hideous term, ‘ethnic cleans 
tog’" a judicious insinuation 
which feD some way short of out- 
right accusation. Over the week- 
end George Robertson, the 


Secretary of State for Defence, 
put that right, with the first use 
of the word “genocide". 

Fbr some, this new tone is a 
kind of overkill - marking a thrill 
of panic in the advocates of 
bombing that public support 
migfat be waning, that there may 
be a stow leak in Nato’s moral su- 
periority which will need con- 
stant pumping to countec Fbr 
others, it simply marks the fact 
that a war of words is subject to 
the same rules of escalation as 
any other kind. 

The Prussian general 
Clausewitz wrote once that 
“moderation in war is a logical 
absurdity". But this may be bet- 
ter understood by Serbia’s ver- 
bal warriors than it is by ours 
- you will still find a finer ex- 
ample of total verbal war in Bel- 
grade than Whitehall A few 
days ago Serbian television 
carried this commentary: 
“Things have obviously not 
been going at all as they imag- 
ined they would for the crimi- 
nals and aggressors against our 
country. That is why they have 
been trying from the very first 
day to justify in front of their 
public the crime and genocide. 

“The problem is that [Presi- 
dent Bill} Clinton wants to guar- 
antee the rights not of afl, but only 
the Albanians. That is the prob- 
lem, you stupid murderer; you 
Adolf Goebbels Clinton, you em- 
barrassment and blemish on 
the United Stales and the world." 

We have not yet reached 
that level of firepower but it may 
not be far off 


How to help the refugees 


THE INDEPENDENT is 
appealing to readers to help 
refugee victims of the war in 
Kosovo which has triggered 
the biggest humanitarian 
disaster in Europe since the 
Second World War. 

More than 150,000 Albani- 
ans have fled Kosovo in the 
past week. Impoverished 
neighbouring countries are 
already overwhelmed by the 
human tide of misery as Jong 
columns of cold, distraught 
people with virtually no pos- 
sessions and no means of 
support try to cross borders 
to safety. 

The British aid organisa- 
tions at the forefront of the 
international relief operation 
say they need a massive 
injection of funds to alleviate 
the plight of the refugees. 

Donations to the Indepen- 
dent appeal will be handled by 


HOW TO MAKE 
A DONATION 


Send .t cheque or postal order to 

Independent 
Kosovo Appeal 

Disasters Emergency Committee 
PO Box 2710 
London WIN 5AD 
Cheques p.iy.-,bie to 

KOSOVO APPEAL 


Can: 0990 22 22 33 10 make a 
telephoned credit .-ird donation 


the Disasters Emergency 
Committee, which represents 
15 charities including Oxfam. 
the Red Cross and Save the 
Children. 

Since the exodus from 
cities, towns and villages in 
Kosovo began last week, 
civilians have been flooding 
into Albania. Macedonia and 
the Yugoslav province of 


Montenegro. At least 100,000 
refugees have crossed into 
Albania alone. 

The money raised by the 
Independent will be used to 
buy food, shelter, warm 
clothes and sanitation for 
the displaced people. Tents, 
blankets and medical sup- 
plies are also being sent to the 
region. The weather is still 
wintiy in the Balkans, and 
most of the refugees have onfy 
the clothes on their backs. 

A telephone line has been 
set up by the Disasters 
Emergency Committee to 
take credit card pledges to 
the appeal, and donations by 
cheque will be handled free by 
banks. 

The appeal will be backed 
bv a campaign of television 
and radio broadcasts as well 
as a series of newspaper 
advertisements. 
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Nato top brass put on the defensive 
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AFTER MORE than a week of 
bombing and amid fears that 


control ai me cormict 1 $ shppmg 
out of the allies’ hands, Nato 
commanders yesterday gave 
their fullest account yet of the 
air campaign against Ju- 
goslavia. 

la Brussels amove to bolster 

confidence came with the ap- 
pearance of Javier Solatia, Nato 
secretary-general, and Gener- 
al Wesley Clark, Nato’s 
Supreme Commander Europe 
at the daily press briefing. She 
world’s media have routinely 
been addressed only by two 


Starting with a forthright 
attack on the Serb leadership, 
which ranged from accusations 
of brutality to the idea fftfl* 
they were “in denial”, General 
Clsjbweot on to give a day-by- 
day account of the bombing. 

His moral tone rose partic- 
ularly high on the subject oftfi- 
goslav army terror tactics 
against the Kbsoro population. 
“Ifs being perpetrated largely 
against defenceless civilians 
by the last vestige of a hard- 
core Communist dictatorship in 
Europe,” he said “Man does 
not do this to his fellow man. We 
are afl of us in uniform outraged 
at the sight of this. This is not 
something uniformed military 
soldiers do to civilians.” 

Em phasising the Winston* 

Nato line that its forces are not 
fighting the Serbian people, 
but the “brutal leaders and in- 
struments of power", he main- 
tained that the attacks had 
done much to damage these 
means of oppression. 

But seeking to explain the 
fact that the Serbian leadership 
did not seem to see it that way . 
he lapsed intn something ap- 
proachmg psycho-babble. “The 


Nine Days Of Conflict 


By John Davison 



Targets attacked 

up to 30 March 
A A> r defence 

★ Command & 
control 

^ Support facilities 
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leadership of the Federal Re- 
public of Yugoslavia seems to 
have remained short-sighted 
and defiant Perhaps they are 
in denial,” said General Clark. 
‘Their calculus is diverging in- 
creasingly from the material 
facts athand and a rational as- 
sessment of the course erf future 
events. Ultimately they will 
have to face reality" 

He sought to CTplain that re- 
ality with a number of maps 
showing the attacks against 


Yugoslav soldiers give the Serb three-finger sign in Novi Sad, northern Serbia, where the bridge over the 
Danube was destroyed yesterday as escalating Nato raids over Yugoslavia entered their ninth day. AFP 


some 70 targets in Yugoslavia 
that aimed “progressively and 
systematically (to] attack, de- 
grade, disrupt and further di- 
minish the capacity of the 
Serbian war machine to per- 
petrate these atrocities against 
its own people”. 

Day One (Wednesday): 
Heavy strikes against Bel- 
grade, attacking air defence 
facilities. 

Also air defence sites in 
Montenegro and Pristina and 


command and control of these 
defences. A few attacks on the 
headquarters of the interior 
ministry police CM UP). 

Day Two: Air defence, com- 
mand and control Increasing 
attacks within Kosovo. 

Day Three: More attacks 
against headquarters in Koso- 
vo. Renewed attacks against air 
defence around Belgrade. 

Day Fbur Strikes continue in 
the same pattern. 

Day Five: Emphasis switch- 


es south from air defence to 
command and control and sup- 
port facilities, with increasing 
attacks in Kosovo. 

Day Six: Back to attacks of 
air defences around Belgrade. 
Continuing attacks against 
ground forces. 

Day Seven: More attacks 
against forces in Kosovo and 
against the reinforcing units 
and their headquarters north of 
the province. 

Day Eight: Yet more attacks 


against ground targets, com- 
mand and control, air defence 
and support facilities. 

General Clark said the 
weather had not been as good 
as expected, but he was proud 
of the way his forces had adapt- 
ed to the changing conditions. 
“In the history of modern air 
campaigns there Has never 
been any group of leaders who 
have shown any more respon- 
siveness and adaptability than 
our airmen and their com- 


manders have shown in this 
camp aig n," he said. 

In London Air Marshal Sir 
John Day director of operations 
for UK forces, also gave the 
fullest assessment yet of the 
British contribution. Again, his 
remarks were dominated by the 
weather and he spoke of the 
frustrations of RAF Harrier pi- 
lots who, after hours of planning 
and preparation, have been un- 
able to reach their targets. 

Given the constraints, how- 


ever, he said he was “satisfied 
with eur progress to date". 

Many hopes were being 
pinned on the arrival in Britain 
yesterday of five US B-iB 
Lancer bombers, which can 
drop armour-piercing frag- 
mentation bombs against 
tanks, whatever the weather. 
They use a system based on 
satellite positioning rather than 
lasers, so the pilot does not 
need to see the target before 
launching the bombs. 


Russian veterans volunteer to join the fight for Milosevic 


VOLUNTEER FIGHTERS from 
Russia and former Soviet re- 
publics have arrived in Bel- 
grade and are lobbying to help 
the Yugoslav military combat 
Nato forces, the Moscow News 
reported yesterday. 

The men claim' to have an 
agreement to receive weapons, 
including siH’fece-to-air mis- 
siles and rocket-propelled 
grenades, from underground 
dealers from Poland - a Nato 


member -the newspaper said. 

The volunteers, some of 
whom are veterans of the 
Chechen wan included fighter 
pilots, artillery men, aircraft 
gunners and commandos, 
according to an article by 
Alexander Zhilin, a respected 
correspondent who specialises 
in militar y affair s 

Mr Zhilin said he met vol- 
unteers from Russia, Belarus 
and Ukraine daring a recent 


Serbia's allies 


trip to Belgrade. They said 118 
volunteers arrived from the 
former Soviet Union last week, 
and were stationed at the city’s 
central stadium, “waiting for 
marching orders”. 

He found no evidence they 
were mercenaries. One, whom 
he named as a fanner Russian 


BY Phil Reeves in Moscow 

army intelligence officer called 
Andrei Solopchuk, told him that 
if the air strikes continue “so 
many volunteers will come 
here from Russia, Ukraine, 
Kazakhstan. Belarus, Moldova 
and the Dneister region that 
battalions . . . could be formed". 

The newspaper reported 


that the volunteers had been 
welcomed by the Serbian pop- 
ulation but - significantly - had 
not succeeded in their efforts to 
meet the Yugoslav military. 
Right-wing groups in Russia 
have been signing up volun- 
teers to go to Yugoslavia since 
the conflict began more than a 


week ago, but yesterday’s re- 
port was the first suggestion to 
reaefa Moscow that volunteers 
have actually arrived there. 

The Russian military is still 
seething over its defeat in 
Chechnya, and the loss of the 
Soviet Union, and is capable of 
discreetly dispatching arms to 
the region without official 
approval. 

President Boris Yeltsin, 
head of by far the largest and 


best armed former Soviet re- 
public, has stated that Russia 
has no intention of joining the 
conflict, or breaking the Unit- 
ed Nations’ embargo against 
sending arms to Yugoslavia. 

Yesterday less than 24 hours 
after Russia announced plans 
to dispatch a warship to the re- 
gion, he appeared on national 
television with a new initia- 
tive, calling on the Group of 
Eight industrial countries to 


convene an emergency meeting 
on the Yugoslav crisis. “Every 
lost day brings new casualties 
and tragedies. We must act im- 
mediately.” he said. 

But a political solution re- 
mains a long way off and, while 
the conflict continues, there is 
a risk to Russia that its men and 
weapons will be drawn into 
the conflict without the gov- 
ernment knowing anything 
about it. 
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Declaration will 






e IRA’s hand 


THE DECLARATION repre- 
sents an apparently simple yet 
highly subtle attempt to square 
the circle between the repub- 
lican and Unionist stances on 
arms decommissioning. It 
dearly offers a way out of the 
weapons quagmire that has 
slowed progress for so long. 

Yet its carefully clipped 
phrases also contain a lot of 


By David McKrmucK ■ 
Ireland Correspondent 


pain, in particular for the re- 
publican movement, which is in 
effect being required to agree 
to seeing ‘'some arms put 
beyond use". 

The basic idea is to lay out 
a set of carefully choreo- 
graphed steps designed to 


achieve the Unionist demand 
for guns up front with the re- 
publican refusal to be bullied by 
David Himble into acceding to 
preconditions set by him. The 
document thus aims at both 
bringing about arms decom- 
missioning and securing Sinn 
Fein's entry into the new 
executive. 

Step one is for the parties to 


nominate their members for 
the executive, in which Sinn 
Fein's electoral support entitles 
them to two of the 10 seats. 
Next is the “collective act of 
reconciliation’', which plainly 
means decommissioning, al- 
though that word is carefully 
avoided. 

For the benefit of republi- 
cans. who insist they will do 


nothing that smacks of sur- 
render. a new tone would be set 
through the holding of cere- 
monies of remembrance. An 
act of decommissioning could 
therefore take on the charac- 
ter not of a gesture of surren- 
der or implicit apology, but 
rather one oi memorial for the 
dead, including dead IRA 
members. 



s'**/*! 





Gerry Adams, Sinn Fein leader, listening as Tony Blair and the Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern, make their proposals yesterday Crispin RodweU 
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At this point Britain would 
devolve significant powers to 
the new political set-up. with 
the est ablishm ent of a web of 
new’ institutions linking all 
parts of these islands. The 
Government would also un- 
dertake a significant rundown 
in security; such as dosing 
some army bases. 

Once the Canadian Gener- 


al John de Chastelain and his 
International Commission on 
Decommissioning verifies that 
some arms had been put be- 
yond use, the way will be open 
for the final political piece of the 
jigsaw: the assembly confirm- 
ing the nominations of the new 
executive, induding the two 
Sinn Fein members. 

The document has not been 


‘This is our true 
opportunity for 
a new beginning’ 


ThefbUowing is the edited text 
of the declaration delivered by 
the tiro prime ministers at 
HiUsborough Castle yesterday: 


“It is now one year since the 
Good Friday Agreement was 
conduded. Last May it was 
emphatically endorsed by the 
people. North and South, and as 
such it now represents their de- 
mocratic will. The Agreement, 
in its own words, offers a truly 
historic opportunity for a new 
beginning. It gives us a chance, 
in this generation, to transcend 
the bitter legacy of the past and 
to transform relationships with- 
in Northern Ireland, between 
North and South, and between 
these islands. 

“All parties firmly believe 
that the violence we have all 
lived through must be put be- 
hind us. Never again should we 
or our children have to suffer 
the consequences of conflict It 
must be brought to a perma- 
nent end. 

“In partnership together we 
want to ensure a future free 
from conflict The realisation of 
that future places a heavy oblig- 
ation on us all individually and 
collectively... It is encouraging 
and important that even 
though much remains to be 
done, very substantial progress 
has already been made in turn- 
ing the .promise of the Agree- 
ment into 3 reality. We must not 
forget or underplay how far we 
have come. ..The Northern Ire- 
land Assembly was elected last 
June and has since been 
preparing for devolution. The 
international agreement signed 
in Dublin on 8 March provides 
for the establishment of the 
North-South ministerial coun- 
cil and implementation bod- 
ies, the British-Irish Council 
and the British-Irish Intergov- 
ernmental Conference. 

“The Northern Ireland 
Human Rights Commission 
has been established and its 
members appointed, and the 
new Equality Commission has 
been legislated for. Comparable 


steps by the Irish Government 
are well under way 

“The needs of victims of 
violence, and their families, in- 
cluding those of the disap- 
peared, are being addressed in 
both jurisdictions, though we 
acknowledge that for many 
their pain and suffering will 
never end... 

“Steps have been taken to- 
wards normalisation of securi- 
ty arrangements and practices, 
while the Commission on Polic- 
ing for Northern Ireland and 
the review of cr imin al justice 
are both well advanced in their 
vital work. Numerous prisoners, 
in both jurisdictions, have ben- 
efited from mechanisms pro- 
viding for their accelerated 
release. 

“Against this background 
there is agreement among all 
parties that decommissioning 
is not a precondition but is an 
obligation deriving from their 
commitment in the Agreement, 
and that it should take place 
wi thin the time-scale envis- 
aged in the Agreement and 
through the efforts of the In- 
dependent International Com- 
mission on Decommissioning 
OICD). 

“Sinn Fein have acknowl- 
edged these obligations but 
are unable to indicate the time 
scale on which decommission- 
ing will begin. They do not re- 
gard the Agreement as 
imposing any requirement to 
make a start before the estab- 
lishment of the new institu- 
tions. The Ulster Unionist Party 
do not wish to move to the es- 
tablishment of the new institu- 
tions without some evident 
progress with decommission- 
ing. 

“It would be a tragedy if this 
difference of view about timing 
and the sequence of events 
prevented the implementation 
of the Agreement from ad- 
vancing. We believe that de- 
commissioning will only 
happen against a background 
where implementation is ac- 
tively moving forward. Contm- 


ued progress in establishing the 
new institutions will in itself cre- 
ate confidence. On the other 
hand, it is understandable that 
those who take the next steps 
in implementation should seek 
to be assured that these steps 
are not irrevocable if, in the 
event, no progress is made 
with decommissioning: 

“We therefore propose the 
following way forward. On (date 
to be set) nominations will be 
made under the d’Hondt pro- 
cedure of those to take up office 
as minis ters when powers are 
devolved. 

“At a date to be proposed by 
the IICD but not later than (one 
month after nomination date) 
a collective act of reconciliatiGn 
. will take place. This will see 
some arms put beyond use on 
a voluntary basis, in a manner 
which will be verified by the 
HCD and further moves on 
normalisation and demilitari- 
sation in recognition of the 
changed situation on security. 

“In addition to the arrange- 
ments in respect of mflitaiy ma- 
terial there will at all times be 
ceremonies of remembrance of 
all victims of violence, to which 
representatives of ail parties 
and the two governments, and 
all churches, will be invited. 

“Around the time of the act 
of reconciliation, powers will be 
devolved and the British-Irish 
Agreement will enter into force. 

“The following institutions 
will then be established: the 
North-South Ministerial Coun- 
cil the North-South Imple- 
mentation Bodies. the 
British-Irish Council and the 
British-Irish Intergovernmen- 
tal Conference. 

“By (one month after nomi- 
nation date), the BCD will make 
a report on progress. It is un- 
derstood by all that the suc- 
cessful unplementation of the 
Agreement will be achieved if 
these steps are taken within the 
proposed time-scales; if they 
are not takog. the nominations 
mentioned above will foil to be 
confirmed by the Assembly. ” 
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formally endorsed by the major 
parties, and in particular has 
yet to be accepted by Sinn 
Ftein. Tony Blair and Bertie 

Ahern will be back in Belfast on 

13 April for more negotiations, 
which they describe as a final 
round of meetings. Those can 
be expected to be just as 
intense and as difficult as those 
of this week. 
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THE OUTLINE, of a decommis- 
sioning agreement that em- 
erged yesterday was just the 
latest in a series of hugely im- 
portant developments which 
mean that the past 1 2 months 
have been among the most 
eventful in Northern Ireland’s 
history. 

The past year has encom- 
passed both remarkable polit- 
ical movement and app alling 
personal tragedies. While vio- 
lence zuid- political movement 
have gone hand in hand, opti- 
mists can find comfort in the 
fact that, latterly, violence has 
dropped, while politics looks to 
be taking on a new mo mentum. 

The Good Friday Agreement 
was dearly a momentous de- 
velopment, winning as it did the 
support of most of the local par- 
ties and, for the first time, pro- 
ducing adocument endorsed by 
Ulster unionists and Irish re- 
publicans. But continuing de- 
ferences of opinion between 
the two sides on bow the doc- 
ument should be interpreted, 
especially on the issue of arms 
decommissioning have pro- 
vided a discordant backdrop. 

Joint referendums in North-' 
em Ireland and in the Repub- 
lic provided a huge popular 
mandate for the agreement 
In the south, the pro-accord 
vote was more than 90 per cent . 
while in the north it readied 71 
per cent -That 71 per cent fig- 
ure was arguably one of the 
most signifi cant political events 
in Northern Ireland’s history in 
that no other political propos- 
al had won such broad en- 
dorsement 

The vote signalled a pro- 
found change in the political 
landscape, offering as it did the 
first glimpse of an emerging 
civil soriefy. with large sec- 
tions of the two communities 
signalling a readiness to work 
together: While tribalism re- 
mained highly visible, the sense 
that a sew start, was being 
made has been palpable in 


By David McKittrtck 
Ireland Correspondent 

many circles. While the refer- 
endums unquestionably con- 
stituted a mandate of great 
political and indeed moral 
force, the northern vote also 
showed up a serious weakness 
in the support base for the ac- 
cord. Analysis of the 71 percent 
total showed that at best only 
a narrow majority of Protes- 
tants voted Yes. 

This, with the proliferation 
of Unionist groupings that 
emerged in the elections to 
the new Stormont assembly, 
showed Protestant opinion was 
both structurally fractured and 
deeply divided on the accord. 
The Rev Ian Paisley and his fol- 
lowers were, unsurprisingly 
completely against it, but so too 
was another substantial section 
of Unionist opinion. 

This situation was bound to 
make life difficult for David 
Trimble, leader of the Ulster 
Unionist Party, and he re- 
sponded by toughening his po- 
sition on decommissioning to 
the point where this week’s 
further bout of negotiations be- 
came necessary. 

The great surge of commu- 
nal hope and international 
goodwill produced by the Good 
Friday Agreement and the ref- 
erendums was followed in July 
by serious street disorder aris- 
ing from the Drumcree march- 
ing confrontation. Intimidation 
and dashes, mostly between 
loyalists and the police, spread 
to many parts of Northern 

Ir eland 

The episode ended with the 
deaths of three young boys, the 
Quinns, in a loyalist firebomb- 
ing attack. Afterwards the 
widespread protests petered 
out, though sporadic trouble 
continued in Portadown 
throughout the yean 

August brought an incident 
as horrifying as it was unex- 
pected, when republican rene- 


‘This deal will 
split Unionist 
movement’ 
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IN THE staunch Unionist heart- 
land of Comber nine miles 
south-east of Belfast is a grand 
war memorial to Major Gener- 
al Robert Rollo Gillespie. 

“One shot more for the ho- 
nour of Down,'! said the town’s 
favourite son as he fell in bat- 
tle at Kalunga in 1814. And 
yesterday, that stubborn spirit 
was much in evidence as details 
of the Hillsborough declara- 
tion reached the townsfolk. 

Puzzlement and confusion 
were the initial reactions, fol- 
lowed by a sense of wonder that, 
by their interpretation, the IRA 
had still not committed to band- 
ing over its weapons. 

1 “We’ve alreadygrven them 
too much” said Sheila Rea, 68, 
whose father; Hugh Bruce, was 
killed by an IRA bomb in 1972. 
She and her husband, Wilfred 
Rea, 74, were sitting in the 
sunshine underneath Gille- 
spie’s statue and they were in 
no mood for compromise. 

“TheyHegot their prisoners 
out and now they are going to 
get their seats as wen,” said 
Mrs Rea. “It's madness. My fa- 
ther was just a commissionaire 
outside a furniture shop - he 
was 68 years old - when they 
blew him up: We still don’t 
koowwhodfo it Now they’ve let 
lots of trained! kfllefs out of 
prison aitf th^stOlhave titefc* 
weapons i» do it all again. leant 
agree to that* 

Mr andMrs Rea are the sort 
of people David Trimble must ' 
carry with him' if the latest 
deal fe fo succeed, but there is 
evidencetbat they may be pre- 
pared to leave him behind. 
“Thisis just amrther promise - 
seats first, guns later” saidMr 
Rea. "This wfll.split the entire 
Unionist Party. I think people 
will feel betrayed by Trimble.” 

As the afternoon wore on. 
others came and sat in the 
shadow of Gillespie, a veteran 
of cam paigns in Jarva, Patim- 
banc and Vellore, and were 
equally concerned. Sam McII- 
wratb,W,who^erved25yeare ; 
m the British Arifiy, was among 
-the more pragmatic. “I am a 


BY STEVE BOGGAN 


strong Trimble supporter but I 
thought we were duped over 
the prisoner releases - I 
thought they would run con- 
currently with decommission- 
ing, but they haven’t,” he said. 
“We in our community have 
gone for enough but it would be 
a shame to stop now. I am 
pleased it's moving forward 
biit the other side needs to 
offer something as welLFtir the 
sake of our children they have 
to give up their arms.” 

-. Others were less happy. 
Corana Clarke. 35, a carer said 
simply: “They still haven't given 
up their weapons? Why the 
heQ are we talking to them?” 

Across town, under the 
shadow of the high-rise blocks 
of New Lodge in republican 
north Belfast, there was more 
erf. a mood of reconciliation. 
Hoe, the idea of giving up 
arms would have been anath- 
ema a year ago, but now there 
was an air of resignation. 

“I am not surprised the IRA 
don’t want 1 to give up their 
weapons over Easter; with the 
march mg season craning up," 
said Noel Morrow, 53. “But the 
Unionists have been com- 
plaining about nothing - the 
weapons have been silenced for 
over a year. A lot of what tnou-. 
ble there has been has been 
caused by them." 

.. Sam McKinney felt the 
Unio nists ’ demands for. de- 
commissioning had been over- 
egged. “That was never a 
pre-condition -they just said it 
was,” he said. “People here 
just want it all done now but 
'nimble has a lot of folk to 
movie along with him and I am 
not sure he can do it” 

As they walked home in the 
dying sunshine both men said 
the community was now just' 
hungry for peace. But they 
equally thought an observer 
might- easily return to North- 
ern .Ireland in 30 years and 
hear the same arguments 
being aired by a different gen- 
eration of people. 


gades bombed the Co Tyrone 
town of Omagh on a Saturday 
afternoon. The 29 deaths 
caused by the explosion 
shocked Northern Ireland and . 
the world; they even shocked 
maqy paramilitary activists. 

Suddenly the deaths of the ' 
Quinn brothers and those of the 
victims of Omagh assumed a 
dreadful symmetry; the first 
had shown the dangers of loy- 
alist violence, while the second 
illustrated what republican ter- 
rorism could do. 

The outcome of the intensive 
negotiations yesterday has not 
solved all the problems but 
once again real progress has 
been made. 
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Loyalist protesters yesterday outside Hillsborough Castle, where an agreement on pa ramilitar y disarmame nt was outlined Stephen Davison 


r 


All you could wish for. 



And more... 

The Peugeot 306 Meridian, from £12,000; includes 
2 Years 0% Finance 1 and 2 Years Free Insurance? 

Plus power steering. ABS brakes, electric sunroof; 
remote control stereo radio/cassette, dnver’s airbag, 
plrp central locking, electric front windows, engine 
immobiliser, front fog lights, tinted glass, electric 
heated door mirrors, leather trimmed interior and high 
level brake light, all polished off with metallic paint 
What a wish list. The Peugeot 306 Mendian, from 
£12,000: lAir-conditioned* Meridian, from £12,350!) 
Call 0345 306 306. www.peugeot.co.uk 



306 

PEUGEOT 


* 


-races ARCON THE RQWMD *?W TO 308MEMMN L* LITRE PETROL S DOOR WITH SUNROOF »l 112 000 AND JO* \>E»i;.uN l 4 Ut« PCIF.-H WO" ‘VUm AlP-COMMnONMG U 412.350. PrWBAL Vi . nMAMCEt EXAMPUfc WW MERIDIAN t_* LITRE PETROL S ROM WITH SUNMM OH 
na HUMtPi32^MJa.nmn so* {3,900.00, am Ov m mo nth u patmbwta uh.m, total amount payable t 12.000.00 uf« n subicc 1 10 status olea ins gnu. * guarantee may be requires, wrtttui quotations available on request from psa finance pic. 

HOUSE. SOUAN AVEMTE. LONDON VfCIA 2 QQ. D*. FINANCE IS 4 V 4 JUSLZ TO RETAIL BETTERS OAR/ AND APPLIES lu ALL :W WOElE ‘-‘CLL'Oi’lf. > - u'l t, -*0FFtl* SUBJECT TO SATTSFVMG TERMS. CONDITIONS AND APPROVAL Of THE INSURER AND APPUES TO ALL 308 MERIDIAN MODELS 
EXCWD 9 K ESTATE. -AVARA 3 U ON 306 MERCIAN 1.4 LORE PETROL VOOE 1 S Ml •JIB-CONOIflONIW IS AViiLABU. IN LI EL 1 CF 5 uN»W <*• }•* A’l WDlAN I LORE PETROL MOO ELS ANS IS STANDARD ON 300 MERIDIAN U LITRE PETROL AND L .9 LIT HE TU RBO DIESEL MODELS. 
•SERVICE OOBWALS MS Zf&ss Oft 20 , 00 a HUES FOR PETROL AND 2 TEARS ORINOCO MILES FOR DIESEL VEHICLES upPlltS Hi Ul -.CmIClE “RSI Ri iVSIlAlD ihCM LSI AUGUST ISM | DETAILS CORRECT AT HUE OF GOING TO PRESS. SUBJECT TO AVAUAHIUIV. OFFER ENOS 31 ST MAY 1 B 9 B. 






the independent 

CriAav 2 April 1999 



8/HOME NEWS 

War crimes trial: How a former ticket collector hid a murderous past until Russians c hose to expos 

Nazi’s hired killer who 



lay low for 50 years 


B Y ANDREW BUNCOMBE 

IN THE small block of council 
flats where he lived in south 
London he was known simply 
as Tony. No one really knew 
much about him or his past, or 
even where he was from. Some 
people referred to him as "the 
German". All they knew for 
certain was that he had once 
worked on the railways. 

For 25 years, Anthony Sawo- 
niuk lived an anonymous exis- 
tence on the Roue! Road estate 
in Bermondsey, keeping his 
past and its dark secrets to 
himself. 

Those secrets have then- 
genesis in a different country 
and in a different desperate 
age, half a century and more 
than l.ooo miles away. They re- 
late to the mass murder of in- 
nocents, of participation in 
genocide and of involvement in 
the Holocaust - crimes whose 
horrors have reverberated 
down the decades. 

Sawoniuk was born in March 
1921 in Domachevo, in what is 
now Belarus. His parents were 
unmarried and his family was 
poor His Polish mother worked 
washing clothes for the town's 
Jewish families. Sawoniuk, 
nicknamed Andrusha, and his 
half-brother, Nikolai, would 
earn extra income by lighting 
fires for Jews on the Sabbath, 
or by chopping their wood. 

The town of 4,000 people 
was largely free of racial con- 
flict Although Jews made up 
the majority of the population, 
there was no history of antag- 
onism. All that was to change 
in June 1941 when the German 
Army invaded. The Naas over- 
ran the town in hours and 
quickly set about establishing 
controL Sawoniuk, aged 20. vol- 
unteered to join the police force 
or Schutzmannscha.fi. 



Anthony Sawoniuk in 1942 at a police tr aining camp near Domachevo. Right: The monument in Domachevo to the 
thousands of Jews sla ug htered by the M aris. Those who escaped the massacre were hunted down MN/ABen Roger 


In the following three years 
he was to rise to the rank of 
commandant. In that period, 
dressed in the navy blue police 
uniform with a badge on the 
sleeve which read “Trust, Obe- 
dience and Courage”, he was 
also responsible for the deaths 
of at least 18 Jews whom he 
murdered in cold blood. 

These murders were com- 
mitted against the backdrop of 
the Nazis' “Final Solution” - a 
plan of genocide drawn up by 
Reich smarschall Herman 
GOring From the moment the 
Nazis seized control of Do- 
macfaevo, the fate of its 3,000 or 
more Jews was settled. 

Almost immediately their 
homes were seized and they 
were forced into a ghetto. Any- 
one leaving without a permit 
was subject to an arbitrary 
beating anyone considered 
guflly of a more serious “crime" 
could be executed. 

But these isolated incidents, 
however terrible, paled in com- 
parison, to what the Nazis did 


on one single day. In the early 
hours of 20 September 1942, the 
eve of the Jewish festival ofSbm 
Kppur, the Nazis rounded up 
the inhabitants of the ghetto 
and marched them to sandhills 
on the edge of town. The road 
they took would become known 
as the “Route of Death” and 
those 2,900 Jews would never 
be seen alive again. 

“They were ail being taken 
to their deaths. There were 
lots of them.” recalled Galina 
Puchkuoa, who was just 12 
years old when she was forced 
by the Nazis to witness the 
slaughter 

It was what took place in the 
aftermath of the massacre 
that finally caught up with 
Sawoniuk yesterday. 

After the Jews were mur- 
dered and buried in mass 
graves, Sawoniuk was to or- 
ganise “search and ldD” teams 
to track down those who had es- 
caped the slaughter. 

Some days later Fedor Zan. 
a schoolboy acquaintance of 


Sawoniuk, was passing through 
woods on the edge of town 
when he heard the sound of 
women crying. Creeping for- 
ward he saw 15 woman in a 
clearing stripped to their un- 
derwear, standing in front of a 
pre-dug grave. In front of them 
stood toe man he had known 
since childhood. 

“He mowed them down with 

a machine gun. There were not 
less than 15 Jewish women." 
Mr Zan said in his evidence. 

Another acquaintance of 
Sawoniuk, Alexander Baglay, 
now aged 69, watched him 
shoot three Jews before forcing 
their bodies into a pit 

He shot them in toe back of 
' the head with a pistol, said Mr 
Baglay then aged 13. “ Standing 
behind each of them [he] lev- 
ered them into toe pit by rais- 
ing his knee." 

These, at least are toe mur- 
ders that have been proved. 
Local people in Domachevo 
made further allegations to 
British war crimes investiga- 
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tors. They said he led a family 
of Jews, toe Yankels, to their 
deaths on the sandhills', they 
said he had been involved in 
murders in toe nearby town of 
Chersfc they said he shot a fam- 
ily called Khalalyuk; they said 
he shot a baby of the Gerasam- 
chuk family. But these allega- 
tions remain unproven. 

Sawoniuk served with the 
police for a further two years 
after the massacre, tracking 
down resistance fighters Irving 
in the forest His hatred of the 
partisans was fuelled by the 
death of his first wife - a Russ- 
ian called Anna Maslova - who 
was killed while pregnant dur- 
ing an attack on toe police sta- 
tion in November 1943. 

In July 1944. when toe Red 
Army counterattacked, Sawo- 
niuk fled with the retreating 
Nazis and joined a Waffen SS 
regiment He never returned. 

After deserting from the SS 
and changing sides. Sawoniuk 
arrived in Britain in 1946, em- 
barking on half a century of lies 
and deception. He settled first 
in Hove. East Sussex, before 
moving to Dulwich in south 
London where he worked at St 
Francis Hospital. In 1961 he 
started working for British Rafl, 
first as a cleaner and then as a 
ticket collector at London 
Bridge station. 

He remarried twice - first in 
1947 to Christina van Gent, 
from whom he was divorced 
four years later; and then to 
Anastasia Davey who died in 
1995. The couple had one son. 



Sawoniuk arriving at court yesterday to hear the jury’s verdict Peter J Jordan 


Raul, 38, who despite using his 
mother’s maiden name and 
claiming he no longer sees his 
fa thee has in fact been in touch 
throughout the triaL "I am not 
speaking to anyone - not to you 
or anyone else - not now, not 
ever,” be said this week. 

But for the interception of a 
letter by the KGB which proved 
he was in Britain, Sawoniuk 


might have succeeded in es- 
caping justice for ever. 

Certainly those people 
amongst whom he lived had no 
idea of his past. “I have been 
here as long as anybody and 
Tony has always been a nice 
bloke,” said Marion Henry, a 
neighbour. 

In Domachevo, those who re- 
member Sawoniuk think dif- 


ferently. Ivan Tribunko, 60, a 
tractor driver,- had a simple 
message. “My mother's family 
were tolled and Andrusha was 
responsible. He was an animaL 
If they brought him back here 
he wouldn't leave alive." 

Additional reporting by Lirnts 
Gregoriadis in London and 
Adam Le Bor in Domachevo. 


KGB knew about Sawoniuk 
but kept silent for decades 


ANTHONY SAWONIUK was 
traced almost by chance, when 
a letter be wrote to his half- 
brother in 1951 was intercept- 
ed by the KGB. But it would be 
35 years later before he came 
to the attention of the British 
authorities. 

Sawoniuk wrote toe letter to 
Nikolai four years after he bad 
settled in Britain. His half- 
brother was still living in 
Soviet-occupied Belarus and 
the KGB routinely intercepted 
all mail from the West The let- 
ter revealed the whereabouts of 
a man toe Soviet secret police 
bad been looking for since the 
end of toe war. 

Sawoniuk came to the at- 
tention of toe Russians as soon 
as they liberated Domachevo in 
July 1944. As was the practice, 
toe Red Army held an inquiry 
to find out which people had 
sided with the Nazis. Sawo- 
niuk’s name was one of those 


Bv Andrew Buncombe 

quickly added to the Russians’ 
list of wanted people. They 
looked for him but there was no 
trace. By this time, Sawoniuk 
had long since fled, crossing 
into Poland with the Germans 
in toe company of his second 
wife, Nina. He then signed up 
for the Waffen SS but in No- 
vember Sawoniuk deserted - 
dumping the pregnant Nina - 
while in Alsace, France. Per- 
haps having seen the way the 
war was going, Sawoniuk 
changed sides - signing up to 
join the 10th Hussar Regiment 
of Polish Corps. Intriguingly, 
Szymon Serafinowicz, who was 
also charged with murdering 
Jews but whose trial in Britain 
collapsed when it was found he 
was suffering horn Alzheimer's 
disease, also served with this 
regiment 

Settling in Britain. Sawo- 


niuk felt able to write to his 
brother toe letter that would be 
intercepted. The Russians felt 
unable to act on it until in 1986 
they passed to toe Foreign Of- 
fice a list of 97 suspected war 
criminals living in Bri tain. 

At the same time, the Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre - the Is- 
raeli organisation that traces 
war criminals - had been push- 
ing the British to act against 
suspects. The head of its Israeli 
office. Dr Effrain Zuroff, was 
working on lists ofsuspects Irv- 
ing in Britain, Canada and Aus- 
tralia. In October 1986 a list of 
17 names - not including Sawo- 
niuk- was presented to Britain. 

The persistence of Dr Zuroff 
and others led to the estab- 
lishment in 1988 of a War 
Crimes Inquiry, led by Sir 
Thomas Hetherington and 
William Chalmers. The Russian 
list of 97 names, among them 
Sawoniuk, was passed to this 


inquiry. Hugely controveraj 
the inquiry recommended to 
the issue of war criminals li 
ing in Britain could no long' 
be ignored. In 1991 Parliame 
passed the War Crimes Ai 
which extended the jurisdictii 
of British courts to deal wi 
crimes committed outside ti 
United Kingdom. 

But Sawoniuk is likely to t 
one of perhaps only two peop 
prosecuted in Britain imdi 
the act Police have revealf 
that of toe 376 cases of allege 
war crimes they have invesi 
gated since 199 l only one otoi 
possible prosecution wi 
pending. Another 30 suspec 
living in Britain against who: 
there is evidence of war crime 
have been diagnosed as beii 
too ill to prosecute. Another i: 
have died. In the other fame tl 
allegations were discovered l 
be unfounded or else there wj 
insufficient evidence. 


Victims who got justice at last 


BEN-ZION BLUSTEIN, the re- 
tired building contractor from 
Tel Aviv who chilled the war 
crimes trial with his testimony 
of death and survival under 
Nazi occupation, has never for- 
gotten his mother’s parting re- 
quest before he fled the Jewish 
ghetto of Domachevo in the au- 
tumn of 1942. 

“If you come through,” 
Shetndef told the 19-year-old in 
their makeshift bunker, “try to 
live a normal life. It is no shame 
for a man to cry, but don’t for- 
get how to laugh.” 

Within days. Sheindel, her 
husband and two younger chil- 
dren were dead. The husband, 
Mr Blustein's stepfather swal- 
lowed a lethal dose of mor- 
phine. The others were shot 
after Mr Bhistein, by then a pris- 
oner grooming horses for a 
squad of German soldiers. 


by eric Silver 
in Tel Aviv 

AND ESTHER LEACH 

thought he had persuaded the 
troops to bring them into the 
barracks where they would be 
safe. 

For Mr Blustein, it was the 
beginning of a desperate, per- 
sonal three-year wan running 
from the Germans and their 
east European henchmen, 
fighting with the partisans, lib- 
erating the Maidanek slave 
labour and extermination camp 
in Poland with the Red Army, 
then driving on to a Berlin 
smoking and abject in its defeat 

By the time he reached the 
new-born Jewish state in 1948, 
Mr Blustein had earned the 
right to laugh - though first he 

fought in one more wai; with the 
Israeli army, before he could re- 



Bfastein; ‘Sawoniuk must 
face justice for what he did’ 

build that normal life. 

Reliving toe wartime hor- 
rors, first for Scotland Yard, 
then the Old Bailqjc and now The 
Independent troubles Mr Blus- 
tein's sleep. But he has no re- 
grets. "If I hadn’t testified." he 


asked, “who would have c 
I agree with those whe 
Sawoniuk should have 
tried 50 years ago, but for 
that man did he must fact 
tiw. He mustn’t get away 
“ring a normal life all that t 
Another witness, Lu 
Tnbuchowicz, is one of ji 
handful of people who can i 
Anthony Sawoniuk in 
machevo on the day of the 
ma ssacre. As sucl 
chooses his words with cs 
“He was a bloody bastj 
saw him the morning o 

jja^creatthepoucesti 

He behaved perfectly noi 
we was there until word 
sent for him to leave." 

. r he bad a heart at 

^ F lbuchowicz ' now 82 

not been well enough to b 
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Air miles devalued 
by extra charges 
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A sanseeker enjoying an empty promenade at Tetgmnonth, Devon, yesterday before the Easter rash Marc Hill 


BRITAIN'S FIVE million Air 
Miles collectors face sharp in- 
creases in the amount they 
must pay to redeem “free" 
flights. 

From next Friday British 
Airways is introducing addi- 
tional charges that could add 
£15 or more to the price of jour- 
neys made by members of its 
frequent-flyer scheme. 

Last November BA insti- 
gated a move to list passenger 
service charges (FSCs) as a 
separate item on air tickets. 
These fees make up part of the 
normal commercial charges 
made by airports, and until 
now have been included in the 
ticket price. 

The extra charge is being 
represented on tickets as a 
new tax, even though it is nei- 
ther new, nor a tax. 

Carriers have used the 
change as a back-door means 
to increase feres, in effect mak- 


By Simon C alder pay an extra £7.30 and £4.80 re- 

Travel Editor spectiv^Thecoix^jaiiyTOllnot 

say how many Air Miles are in 
ing passengers pay twice for a circulation, but there are be- 
single element of the airtine’s lieved to be several billion, 
costs. Because of the increase in 

Initially, Air Miles - the BA the cost of redemption, they 
subsidiary that operates the have effectively been deval- 
scheme - said it had no plans ued. 
to levy the charge on members. Judith Thome, group mar- 

But inquiries by The Indepen- keting director for Air Miles, 
dent have revealed that for said the increase was because 
bookings made from next Fri- the parent company was de- 
day, 9 April, collectors will have manrfmg higher payments for 
to pay an extra fee. seats on its flights: “We will be 

The amount varies from one charged PSC by British Air- 
airport to another; and may ways, just as other travel 
apply either to departing or ar- agents are. We therefore need 
riving passengers. In the case to pass this on to the cus- 
of a flight from Aberdeen to tomec" 

Belfast, the charge will add Consumer groups reacted 
07.80 in addition to the 00 Air angrily to the Air Miles move. 
Passenger Duty - a genuine Bob TbHiday, of the Consumers’ 


government tax - already 
payable. On “free” flights from 
BA’s busiest airports, Heathrow 
and Gatwick, passengers will 


Association magazine Holiday 
Which?, said: “It’s just a price 
rise that’s under the smoke- 
screen of an increase in 


charges, and another example 
of BA abusing its dominant po- 
sition in the marketplace.” 

Some of BA’s rivals, includ- 
ing Virgin Atlantic and ELM, 
have already begun adding the 
Charge to frequent-flyer book- 
ings. In the case of a KLM pas- 
senger between Edinburgh and 
London City, this means an 
extra charge of £13. 

The Air Miles move is likely 
to come under scrutiny from 
the Office of Fair Trading. The 
watchdog is already investi- 
gating more than 20 complaints 
from consumers and the trav- 
el industry about the addition 
of PSCs to feres, and has asked 
airlines not to represent the 
charge as a tax. 

And this week the Associa- 
tion of British Travel Agents 
began High Court proceedings 
against BA, Virgin Atlantic and 
Lufthansa, alleging the use of 
misleading prices. 


Britain hotter 
than Athens 
or Riviera 


THOUSANDS OF holidaymakers 
departed Britain from airports 
and ferry terminals, leaving 
behind Mediterranean tem- 
peratures that matte this year’s 
April Fool's Day one of the 
warmest in memory 

Although temperatures 
foiled to beat the 1 April record 
of22JSC set in Cambridgeshire 
in 1907, much ai central and 
southern England was hotter 
than Nice, Athens or Los An- 
geles. It could get even hotten 
Although mazy areas may be 
overcast today and tomorrow, - 
weather forecasters said it 
could reach 22C on Easter Day 
and Bank Holiday Monday. 

Motorists have been warned 
to expect heavy road congestion 
throughout the Easter week- 
end, especially on coastal 
roads. The AA estimated that 
10 niillianrbad journeys will be 
made over thefourday holiday 
- a 5 per cent increase on last 
year The build-up of holiday 
traffic on motorways had begun 
hy midday yesterday. “People 
always think they can avoid con- 
gestion by tearing earlier but 
everybody seems to have the 
same idea," said Michael John- 
son of the AA. 

By yesterday lunchtime the 
temperature had reached 18.6C 
at Heathrow airport The hot 
weather; caused by a band of 
high pressure sweeping up 
from the Azores, may be inter- 
rupted today before returning 
later in the weekend, weather 
forecasters suggested. Colin 


By linus Gregoriadis 

Donnelly of the Meteorological 
Office said: u It will become 
unsettled aini overcast in some 
regions and there could be 
some light rain, which will 
spread from the west to the 
east” 

The Association of British 
Havel Agents (Abta) says more 
than 800,000 passengers are 
due to depart from UK air- 
ports over the weekend. 

Steven Freudmann, Abta’s 
president, said; “With Easter 
faffing early this yeai; many of 
us are taking the oppcrtunily to 
experience a little sunshine 
overseas or take some time to 
sample a spring city break.” 

. Staff at Gatwick said they 
were preparingfor 327,000 pas- 
sengers to pass through during 
the four-day holiday, with their 
busiest 4ry expected tomorrow 
Favourite destinations from 
Gatwick are Malaga, Tenerife, 
Dublin, Orlando, Ebro and New 
York 

Easter Monday is expected 
to be ^Heathrow’s busiest day, 
with almost 170,000 passen- 
gers.. Paris, Amsterdam, 
Dublin, Edinburgh and New 
York are the most popular des- 
tinations for travellers from 
the London airport 

Britain’s ports were also 
busy as many holidaymakers 
headed to the Continent Dover 
Harbour Board is expecting 
more than 260,000 passengers 
over Easter. 


In brief 

Free eye tests for over-60s 

Seven MILLION people are now eligible for free eye tests 
after the Government scrapped a £17.50 charge for the 
over^Os. Eye tests had been free only to children, people 
on low incomes and those at risk from eye disease. But 
Age Concern said spectacles should also be free. 

Nuns exempt froin minimum wage 

NUNS WILL be exempt from the National Minimum Wage 
because their work is largely voluntary, the Government 
said yesterday. Stephen Byers, the Trade and Industry 
Secretary, has accepted recommendations made by. the 
Low Pay Commission. 

Robinson cleared on shares 

GEOFFREY ROBINSON, former paymaster-general, was 
nofrreqtrired to register a property shareholding, the 
Standards and Privileges Committee ruled. He produced 
documents showing he held the shares in trust for 
children of his fattier tjy a second marriage. 

Seized eggs may be DNA tested 

POLICE MAY carry out DNA tests op nearly 1,500 birds 
eggs seized in raids to try to match them to feathers from 
known nesting sites.The ejgs were seized in raids in 
BrixhamandTotiifis m Devon on Tuesday. 
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War is justified — 
kiit only under 
certain conditions 
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Breast cancer 


delays kill 500 


women a year 
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WOMEN WITH breast cancer 
who wait longer than three 
months from first noticing a 
lump to getting treatment die 
sooner, a worldwide review of 
research has found. Prompt 
treatment could save at least 
1 in 20, and possibly 1 in 10 who 
dies after experiencing a longer 
delay. 

The unexpected finding, 
which appears in The Lancet, 
triggered a dispute before it was 
published. A second paper in 
the journal said delays of over 
three months had no effect on 
survival: its author said he had 
been excluded from a press 
conference called to announce 


By Jeremy laurance 
H ealth Editor 


conference called to announce 

Nicholas Holtam, vicar of St Martin-in-the-Flelds at Trafalgar Square, central London, admiring the statue of Christ by Dora Imbroane the results of the two studies. 
MarcUescu, which was lifted on to the church’s portico yesterday. The eight-foot bronze will be on display until 10 May Neville Elder The suggestion that a few 
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months' delay can reduce sur- 
vival is controversial because it 
will increase pressure on hos- 
pital breast clinics and put GPs 
at risk of litigation if they 
“watch and wait" rather than 
referring patients with symp- 
toms. It is also counter to med- 
ical orthodoxy. 

About 30,000 women a year 
in Britain are diagnosed with 
breast cancer and a third wait 
longer than three months for 
treatment. The delay is partly 
due to women postponing going 
to a GP and partly to the wait 
between referral and a hospi- 
tal appointment If the total 
delay could be reduced to less 
than three months for all 
women, at least 500 lives could 
be saved. Imperial Cancer Re- 
search Fund experts say. 

The importance of speed of 
treatment is a controversy that 
has raged for 90 years. Doctors 
have said a tumour takes years 
to grow from a single cell to a 
detectable lump and that a few 
extra months cannot make a 
difference to survival. The re- 
sults of the first systematic re- 
view of 100.000 patients in 87 
studies from around the world, 
by Michael Richards and col- 
leagues at St Thomas' Hospital 
challenges that assumption. 

It comes as the Government 
delivers its pledge to shorten 
waiting-times for women with 
symptoms. 

From yesterday a new NHS 
target requires that all women 
with suspected breast cancer * 
referred bya GP should be seen 


by a specialist within two 
weeks. 

The target is criticised by the 
authors of the second paper in 
The Lancet, which found delays 
of more than three months did 
not affect survival and that 
those treated quickest (within 
a month! died soonest 

Richard Sainsbury and col- 
leagues at the Huddersfield 
Royal Infirmary, who exam- 
ined 36,000 cases in the north- 
ern and Yorkshire, region, 
conclude that “the drive ... to 
be seen within 14 days will di- 
vert resources from other ser- 
vices. Resources should 
instead be directed to ensuring 
that all patients have access to 
[the best care]." 

At a news conference or- 
ganised by the research fond 
yesterday, Professor Richards 
challenged this finding on the 
basis that women treated 
quickest had the most serious 
disease and were therefore 
most likely to die. 

Mr Sainsbury. who was not 
invited to the news conference, 
said some studies included in 
Professor Richards's review 
were 70 years old. Too great an 

emphasis on speed of treatment 
would lead to clinics being over- 
whelmed and patients getting 
worse service. 

Both experts conceded, how- 
ever that the Government is ad- 
dressing only one aspect of 
delay- that caused by hospitals 
- while ignoring that caused by 
women themselves who fail to 
consult GPs promptly with 
symptoms. Delays in obtaining 
treatment were caused equal- 
ly by patients and by hospitals. 


Cervical tests 
‘too expensive’ 


CERVICAL SCREENING for 
women has cut the incidence of 
the disease by a third in a 
decade but it is too expensive 
to run in its current form, re- 
searchers claim. 

Despite repeated scandals 
involving mis-read smears, the 
national screening service is 
saving hundreds of lives a year. 
While women cannot avoid all 
risk of the disease by attending 
for a regular smear every three 
to five years, the figures show 
that for all its faults, screening 
is effective. 

Dr Mike Quinn and col- 
leagues from the Office of Na- 
tional Statistics say that the 
proportion of women being 
screened rose to 85 per in 1988 
when a national call and recall 
system was introduced. Up to 
that point although screening 
had been carried out for 20 
years, it had failed to reduce 
deaths. 

Deaths had anyway been 
falling by 1.5 per cent a year 


By Jeremy Laurance 


since the 1950s but after 1987 
the rate of fall trebled. By 1997 
the number of deaths was 1,150. 
down from 1,800 in 1987. sug- , . 
gesting that the screening pro- 
gramme may have saved 800 
lives of women aged 25 to 54 in 
that year. Fifty years ago, cer- 
vical cancer claimed 2,500 lives 
a year. 

The authors, writing in the 
British Medical JoumaL, say 
the annual cost of the screen- 
ing programme is £132m, four 
times the cost of the breast 
screening programme, which 
mms to save 1,250 lives a year 
in the target group of women 
aged 55 to 69. 

“Costs of screening could be 
reduced substantially. with lit- 
tle loss in effectiveness, by 
screening ail women every five 
years . . . and by not continuing 
to screen women over 50 who 
have had two or three consec- 4 ■ 
utive normal results." w 
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Pianist fakes death 


to see obituaries 


Friedrich Gulda: Known for his genius - and his eccentricity - and is still ‘remarkably alive’ Karl Schoendorfer 


WHEN LAST Sunday a report 
from the Austrian Press 
Agency cAPAi announced the 
unexpected death of Friedrich 
Gulda, the world of classical 
music seemed to have lost one 
of its most talented and eclec- 
tic exponents. 

Fellow heavyweights of the 
music world lined up to pay trib- 
ute to the internationally 
renowned pianist, lauded as a - 
genius for his interpretations of 
Mozart and Bach, and later for 
his jazz playing, who had died 
after apparently suffering a 
heart attack at Zurich airport. 

But Gulda. a pianist with a 
complex life, seemed to have no 
intention of making its end any 
more straightforward. Shortly 
after the news of his demise had 


BY PHILIPP BLOM 


reached newsrooms, the APA 
sent another message: "Do not 
use the item 'Austrian Pianist 
Gulda DeacT - the news agency 
has retracted this report” 
Now the mysterious "death" 
of Gulda has become a classi- 
cal “whodunnit” - with the fin- 
ger of blame pointing most 
firmiy at the pianist himself 
For two days after the APA 
report the fate of the pianist 
was shrouded in darkness. He 
apparently disappeared, and 
members of his family would 
not answer the phone. A jour- 
nalist reported seeing Gulda at 
Zurich airport looking unwell. 

Then, two days ago, a Gene- 
va concert agent contacted the 
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APA, saying he had seen the pi- 
anist a day earlier and that he 
had seemed “remarkably 
alive”. But sensationally, he 
also alleged he had been ap- 
proached by Gulda and asked 
to participate in the hoax by fil- 
ing an obituary. He declined. 

Many now believe that 
Gulda, who is renowned as a pi- 
anist of genius, an eccentric, 
and a musical anarchist (he 
once played a television duet 
with his girlfriend in the nude), 
was responsible for the fax an- 
nouncing his death. The fax was 
sent from Zurich airport at a 
time when the pianist was 
there. Gulda is "unavailable" for 
comment, so theories for the 
hoaxed death abound. 

In a recent interview, Gulda 


had forbidden any obituaries to 
be written about him, saying: 
"people have thrown so much 
muck at me while I am alive, I 
do not want them to chuck it 
into my grave as well" Some 
believe he wanted to test how 
seriously this “injunction" was 
taken by journalists. 

It may also have been his 
idea of a practical joke. “There 
are varying opinions about the 
question what Mr Gulda finds 
funny,” an APA journalist said. 

But there is another possi- 
ble reason for this hoax: on 
Monday, the pianist is sched- 
uled to play Mozart at a rare 
classical appearance in Salz- 
burg. The title of this concert 
is "Resurrection Party". It is 
now fully booked 


Widdecombe 
the novelist 
nets £100,000 


By Paul McCann 
Media Editor 


.THE REHABILITATION of Ann 
Widdecombe, the Tory health 
spokesman once branded 
“Doris Karloff" by the tabloids, 
appeared complete last night 
when it was announced she had 
secured an advance of £100,000 
for her first two novels from 
Weidenfeld and Nicolson. 

The former Home Office 
minister’s popularity has been 
on the rise since she saved the 
nation from the spectre of 
Michael Howard as Tory party 
leader by remarking that there 
was "something of the night" 
about him. She gave a barn- 
storming performance at last 
year’s Conservative Party con- 
ference and has become a dar- 
ling of the Tory press. 

Her first novel The Clema- 
tis Tree, explores the strains 
placed on the family of a pro- 
foundly handicapped chad by 
the passage of a Euthanasia 
Bffl. Ms Widdecombe, as a con- 
verted Catholic, is fiercely op- 
posed to euthanasia. 

She is working on a second 
novel set in wartime Prance. 

Yesterday she said that she 
was immensely excited by the 
publishing deal. 

“There was a certain 
amount of scepticism around 
when I said I was writing it but 
I have had it in my head for a 
long time and I had confidence 
in it,” she said. 



Widdecombe: A ‘serious 
writer’, not a dabbler 


“Nevertheless I was relieved 
when it was accepted straight 
away. I was afraid they would 
think I was a politician dabbling 
in writing rather than a serious 
writer" 

Ion TVewin. who accepted 
the novel for the publishers, 
said: “This is a wonderful novel 
and opens up a whole new 
career It is hard to believe it is 
a first novel It reads as though 
she has been writing all her life.” 

Martyn Goff, critic and ad- 
ministrator of the Booker Prize, 
was more sceptical. 

“The chances of the pub- 
lisher getting their money back 
are very low,” he said. “It is 
more to do with her name 
recognition, although obvious- 
ly there is a chance she’s writ- 
ten something wonderful. But 
more likely it’s part of the 
trend of paying out huge ad- 
vances for those with notoriety 
or fame." 


Dolly has three 
more little lambs 


DOLLY the cloned sheep has 
had not just one little Jamb . but 
three more, following her sec- 
ond pregnancy. 

The unassisted birth was “a 
further demonstration” that 
the cloning method used to 
produce Dolly has not ham- 
pered her ability to breed nor- 
mally and produce healthy 
offspring, said Dr Harry Griffin, 
assistant director of the Roslin 
Institute near Edinburgh, 
where the sheep lives. 

It could have important im- 
plications if human cloning 
were ever made legal. The 
cloning method, by which the 
nucleus of an egg cell is re- 
placed by that of an adult cell 
appears to “reset the dock" of 
the cell which means that 
clones can breed normally. If 
that did not happen. Dolly 
would behave like a nine-year- 
old sheep, rather than a three- 
year-old, because the cells used 
to create her came from the 

udder ofa six-year-old ewe. She 

was born in July 1996. 

Similarly, a human cloned 
from a 50-year-old would ap- 
parently start at the same age 


By Charles Arthur 
Technology Editor 


as any other baby, though sci- 
entists are still unsure whether 
accumulated damage to the 
“parental” DNA would affect 
the clone late in life. 

Dolly, the first mammal to be 
successfully cloned from an 
adult cell, was already a moth- 
er: she gave birth to Bonnie 
last spring. The newborn lambs 
are being kept in a special pen 
at one of the institute's farms, 
where there is infra-red heating 
They have have the same father 
as Bonnie — a Welsh mountain 
ram called David. “Dolly and 
her lambs [two males and one 
female] are in good health. The 
births were unassisted and all 
three are suckling well" the in- 
stitute said. 

Dr Griffin added: “W? are de- 
lighted. The birth of Bonnie al- 
most exactly 12 months ago 
confirmed that despite Dolly’s 
unusual origins, she is able to 
produce healthy offspring. It's 
a nice story at Easter- a pleas- 
ant one, when there’s a lot less 
pleasant news around.” 
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Sushi boom makes 
work for ex-miners 


some FORMER miners in the 
Midlands fa ring a jobless future 
after their pit closed have 
turned their hands to making 
sushi The Japanese delicacy is 
increasingly fashionable in the 
UK and a fectoiy has opened on 
the site of a disused colliery 
near Worksop. 

There, ex-miners, many un- 
employed for years, are being 
trained to prepare the intricate 
raw fish and seaweed dishes, 
Mark Orwin. who lost his job at 
the Manton colliery, admits he 
had never heard of sushi before 
he started work at Solway 
Foods is happy to have a job. 
"I used to work a lot of ma- 
chinery down the pit, although 
it is obviously different stuff 
here, smaller of course, but 
you can get on with it” 

Sally Mitchell the factory 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 

manager; said the miners had 
proved adaptable. “We started 
them off on sandwiches to get 
them used to it.” she said. The 
men were given samples to 
take home and, after initial 
scepticism, it proved surpris- 
ing^ popular. The company is 
hoping to expand over the next 
year to employ 400 people. 

Manton is one of several 
pits that have been reborn. In 
Barnsley, the former Dodworth 
colliery is now a Japanese ball 
bearing factory. Miners in 
Mansfield are now employed 
making car seats for Toyota. 

Cadeby and Denaby mines 
in Doncaster, which closed 
about 10 years ago with the loss 
of 10,000 jobs, have been con- 
verted into The Earth Centre, 


a series of galleries dedicated 
to environmental issues. The 
centre opens today and em- 
ploys some former miners as 
security guards and guides. 

But Joan Dixon, of the Coal- 
fields Communities Campaign, 
said that although companies 
were claiming to employ former 
miners, there was a long way 
to go to find new jobs for all 
250.000 who lost their jobs when 
the pits closed. 

“‘We are campaigning for 
jobs and to regenerate the coal- 
fields, and if there are any 
companies setting up new fac- 
tories then obviously we would 
rather they came to these 
areas, but there are still thou- 
sands of them who are unem- 
ployed," she said. 

“They are very hard-working 
and they want to work." 


Ex-miners will be employed as security guards and guides at The Earth Centre, which opens today at a converted colliery in Doncaster 


Enterprises That rose From the Dead 

Phileas Fogg, which 
makes tortilla chips, was 
set up in 1993 following 
the closure of the 
steelworks at Consetc. Co. 
Durham. 

Rocialle Medical Ltd 

employs 200 people and 
was established in 1 996 at 

Cwm Cynon business park 
on the site of the. former 
Navigation colliery. 

Aiwa, a Japanese company 
making videos, employs 

970 people in the Crumlin 
area. It was formerly the 
North Celynen Colliery. 
Ventura has opened a 

£1 5m call centre on the 
site of the former Manvers 
Main colliery, Rotherham. 
South Yorkshire. 

The former Snibstone 
Colliery in Coalville, 
Leicestershire, is now a 
discovery park. Ex-miners 
lead tours of the old pit. 
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PROBATION OFFICERS have 
attacked a series of measures 
introduced by Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary, saying they 
are unpopular inappropriate 
and largely ignored by the 
courts. 

Schemes to tackle sex of- 
fenders, drug-related offenders 
and unruly children, inclmfing 
the highly publicised child cor- - 
few and parenting order 
schemes, are criticised in re- 
search faytoe National Associ- 
ation of Probation Officers. It 
reveals, for example, that a 
large proportion of drug addicts 
would rather go to jail than un- 
dergo treatment on a new gov- 
ernment programme. 

Nearly six months after the 
introduction of the Crime and 
Disorder Act, the courts have 
issued only 30 ctf the new drug 
treatment and testing orders. 
About 60 of the . 120 drug- 
related offenders who have 
been offered the programme 
have refused to take part 
1 Harry Fletchei; of the asso- 

ciation, said; “They say that 
having to report every day for 
co unselling and -being tested 
several times a week was too 
tough. They would rather go to 
prison and stay on the drugs.” 

The programme, - which 
costs £6,000 per head, was in- 
troduced last September in 
three pilot areas; Gloucester- 
shire Merseyside and Croydon. 
Offenders are required to have 
intensive therapy five days a 
week and' are subjected to 
drug-testing between one and 
three times a week 

The association has written 
to the Home Office minister 
George Howarth to complain . 
about the “degrading” condi- 
tions in which testing takes 
place. Lone female officers are. 
having to watch over, male of- ■ 
fenders while they produce a . 
urine sample. - 

Probation officers also be- 
lieve the Home - Office’s, at-.- 


Bv Ian Bussell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 


tempts to curb the activities of 
sex offenders by making diem 
subject to court orders are 
proving unsuccessful Only one 
Sex Offender Order has so far 
been imposed, on the Man- 
chester rapist Michael Gor- 
don, 35. He was released last 
year after being sentenced to 12 
years in 1988 for raping two stu- 
dents. The order places re- 
strictions on his movements, 

. breaches of which could result 
in a five-year jail sentence. 

■ Mr Fletcher said the idea 
that sex offenders spent “all day 
hanging around playgrounds” 
was inaccurate. “Orders re- 
stricting their movements are 
very limited. What is needed is 
intensive supervision and sur- 
veillance and a requirement to 
undertake a sex offender treat- 
ment programme." 

Other orders introduced in 
the Crime and Disorder Act 
have also been largely ignored 
by the courts. Local child cur- 
few schemes, designed to curb 
toe activities of persistent child 
offenders, have yet to be used 
anywhere in the country, de- 
spite being available to the 
courts for nearly six months. 

At the same time, the Gov- 
ernment introduced parenting 
orders, designed to help par- 
ents to prevent their children 
committing anti-soda] acts. Al- 
though the orders have been 
available in nine pilot areas 
since September, only 21 have 
been issued. 

Mr Fletcher said toe level of 
take-up of all toe orders must 
be “extremely disappointing” 
for the Home Office. And he 
added: “The idea of toe blanket 
child curfew was deeply Sawed 
and the parenting orders were 
highly suspect” 

.A Home Office spokes- 
woman. said the take-up of all 
ihe orders would be reviewed. 
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A RESTORED pamting by toe. 
17th-century artist 'Nicolas 
Poussin was unveOed yesterday. 

Sir Anthony Blunt, Surveyor 
of toe Queen’s Pictures and a 
.Russian spy, once dismissed 
Landscape with Bacchus and 
Ceres as the work of a follow- 
er of the French painter. 

Now the work, painted to 
1624 when Poussin was a strug^ 
gfmg young artist working to 
Rome, is being hailed as a 
“major find” by European art 


By Maria Bre$ lin 


experts at the Walker Art 
Gallery mliverpooL 

The painting was attributed 
as an early Poussin after 
restoration work at the award- 
wtonfog Conservation Centre in 
Liverpool where toe canvas 
was cleaned and X-rayed. 

Its authenticity was verified 
by Pierre Rosenberg, of toe 
Louvre to Paris, and the Na- 
tional Gallery in London. 
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Crown Vinyl Matt 
or Silk Emulsion 
Pure Brilliant White. 5 litres 

Was £ 11 .49 


£9 


99 


£8 


.49 

each 


VsOFF 


ALL DULUX 
COLOUR PAINT 
MIXING 

Dulux Colour Palette Range- all finishes. 




Dulux Once One Coat 
Non Drip Gloss 
Pure Brilliant White. 2.5 litres. 

Was £13.49 


£8 


.99 
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Crown Non Drip Gloss 

Pure Brilliant White 2 £ litres 

Was £9.49 




Dulux Classics, Exclusives, 
Naturals and Natural Hints 
Coloured Emulsion 
various colours. 2.5 litres. 

Was £12.99 


Dulux Vinyl Matt 
or Silk Emulsion 

Pure Brilliant White. 
7.5 litres. 




.99 


each 
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Combat lessons for infant teachers 




no 


TEACHERS of children as 
young as three are being 
taught restraint techniques by 
experts from a top-security 
hospital to control violent and 
disruptive pupils. 

The Association of Teachers 
and Lecturers, meeting in 
Harrogate yesterday, called 
for all staff to be given the spe- 
cialist training as it emerged 
that teams from Ashworth spe- 
cial hospital on Merseyside 
had been called in to train 


By Ben Russell 
Education Correspondent 


staff in several schools and 
even nurseries. 

The teachers demanded 
help in coping with the in- 
creasing numb er of chil dren 
with emotional and behaviour- 
al difficulties being educated in 
mainstream schools. 

Delegates warned that plans 
to educate more "special 
needs'’ children in mainstream 


classes could lead "to the sort 
of situations that arose from the 
well-intentioned but ill-fated 
care in the community". 

Expulsions, even those in 
primary schools, have in- 
creased sharply in recent years 
and teachers repeatedly com- 
plain that they are being re- 
quired to deal with disruptive 
and even violent young people. 

John Williamson, a teacher 
at Eilgartb school in Birken- 
head, Liverpool, said he had 


been through a three-day 
course by Ashworth specialists 
and said the same course was 
becoming popular among other 
schools. The training covers 
safe ways of restr ainin g violent 
youngsters, such as arm grips, 
and ways of leading children 
away from confrontation or po- 
tentially harmful situations. 

The sessions, based on tech- 
niques developed to deal with 
some of Britain's most danger- 
ous criminals, are also desired 


to defuse confrontations and 
help teachers to avoid conflict 
by using body language and eye 
contact Mr Williamson, whose 
school caters for boys aged be- 
tween 11 and 16 with emotion- 
al and behavioural difficulties, 
said he used the specialist tech- 
niques daily, and said it was es- 
sential that all teachers had 
similar training. 

“It may be only once a 
month, or once in a career that 
you come across this sort of sit- 


uation. but it can terminate 
your career if you do not know 
how to cope with it 

"Incidents of violence have 
been recorded by children of in- 
fant age. We have not yet seen 
the tip of the iceberg with dis- 
affection. It was unusual but 
now it is becoming a fact that 
children of infant age can and 
do react violently." 

Guidelines showing teachers 
how to use “reasonable force” 
to restrain unruly pupils were 


published last year to increase 
protection for staff ag ains t pos- 
sible prosecution if they inter- 
vened in violent or dangerous 
incidents. Under the rules, 
teachers can lead children oat 
of fights, block their path or 
guide them with a hand on 
their back, but they cannot use 
arm lodes or push children to 
the ground. 

Mr Williamson said the Gov- 
ernment had done too little to 
help teachers. “If these ctukJnaz 


with emotional and behaviour- 
al difficulties are to rema i n in 
mainstream schools, training is 
a priority because it gives pro- 
fessional confidence.” 

Richard Neale, a membra- of 
the uniorfs national executive, 
said: “Training is important for 
all staff and not just in special 
educational needs schools. Ad- 
ditional funding is essential. 
We are doing our best and we 
will continue to do our best bat 
we need support and fu nding ." 
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UK children 




are among 
world’s best 
behaved 
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Docks 
scheme 
£193m 
in red 


by Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 


IN THE international naughty 
league, children from Puerto 
Rico and the United States are 
the worst behaved, while those 
from Sweden are angelic in 
comparison. British children 
show the same level of bad be- 
haviour as the Rpr mans and 
the Dutch, according to a study. 

Experts believe genetic dif- 
ferences between cultures, the 
stability of family life, levels of 
education, wealth and alterna- 
tive child-rearing practices con- 
tribute to differences in levels 
of bad behaviour in children. 

The survey, which looked at 
child-behavioural reports of 


BY Cherry Norton 
Social Affairs Correspondent 
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Who's Bad? 


1 . Puerto Rico 

2. United States 
=3. Israel 

=3. Jamaica 

5. Thailand 

6. Australia 

7. The Netherlands 

8. Britain 

9. Germany 

1 0. Sweden 


Based on survey of 
13.697 children in 12 
countries. 


more than 13,500 children aged 
6 to 17 in 12 cultures, found chil- 
dren in the US and Puerto 
Rico [a US dependent territo- 
ry] displayed the most 
aggressive and delinquent be- 
haviour, followed by Israel and 
Jamaica. Those children were 
also more likely to be anxious 
and depressed Swedish chil- 
dren were the least likely to be 
violent and overall displayed 
the fewest social behavioural 
problems. 

The research, published in 
this monto'sAmerictm Journal 
of Psychiatry, showed that 
while boys were more likely to 
be aggressive or display delin- 
quent behaviour, girls world- 
wide were mare likely to be 
anxkms or depressed and have 
problems sleeping. 

"The differences in chil- 
dren's behaviour are a result of 
both environmental and ge- 
netic factors,” said Alfons Cri- 
jnen, a child and adolescent 
psychiatrist at Erasmus Uni- 
versity; Rotterdam, who wrote 
the study. 

“Overall, children who are 
well-educated are less likely to 
have behavioural problems. 
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Children reciting the Pledge of Allegiance at a school in Dallas. But the study of child behaviour says Americans are overly aggressive 


British childre n have the same 
level of behaviour as the Dutch 
and the Germans because they 
have a similar quality of edu- 
cation and their parents have 
the same attitudes towards 
child-rearing" 

Dr Crqnen believes the find- 
ings will allow more study of 
how genetics influences be- 


haviour Child-rearing meth- 
ods were also seen to have a big 
influence on behaviour 
Edward Melhuish, a profes- 
sor of human development at 
Cardiff University, said that 
Sweden’s anti-smacking polity, 
which was introduced more 
than 20 years ago. and which 
discourages parents from 


smacking their children, has 
bad a direct effect on the low 
level of aggression In Swedish 
children. 

“If the form of parental dis- 
cipline involves violence then 
the children are more also 
more likely to use violence. 
Children who grow up in a 
home or neighbourhood envi- 


ronment where violence is ac- 
ceptable tend to be more 
aggressive." 

The findings of the research 
showed that children in the 
younger age groups had a 
greater tendency to be ag- 
gressive than those in their 
teens. In contrast older chil- 
dren aged 15 to 17 were more 


likely to become withdrawn 
and have problems sleeping 

The greatest difference be- 
tween the sexes was in the 
Netherlands. 

Dutch adolescent boys aged 
15 to 17 years were more ag- 
gressive and girls less aggres- 
sive than the gender trend in 
other countries. 


UPGRADING BRITAIN'S Royal 
Dockyards is £l93m overspent 
and up to six years behind 
schedule, a damning Commons 
report has found. 

The all-party Public Ac- 
counts Committee concluded 
that poor Ministry of Defence 
management had led to major 
delays to the refitting projects 
for nuclear submarines at 
Rosyth and Devonport 

The delays were so serious 
they risked jeopardising the 
operational capability of the 
Royal Navy's most expensive 
fi gh ting machines. 

In the report published 
yesterday, MPs also found that 
taxpayers had lost a further 
£20m because the last Tory 
government sold off the yards 
cheaply. There was no compe- 
tition for the privatisation, MPs 
found, with contractors Bab- 
cock Rosyth Defence and 
Devonport Management the 
only bidders for each site. 

MPs described the over- 
spend on refurbishment as 
“wholly unacceptable". Even 
though the yards are privately 
owned, the MoD is paying to up- 
grade their facilities to ensure 
that nuclear submarines can be 
adequately refitted. But over- 
spending had been “massive”, 
totalling £193m, equivalent to a 
rise of 57 per cent on the orig- 
inal estimate. 
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MOTORISTS WHO try to beat 
the bus by driving into central 
London are wasting their time, 
according to official figures 
published yesterday. 

Tfce'joumqy l im e into the rily 
centre by car is as slow as by 
public transport for the first 
time, a government 'survey 
found. The study by die De- 

long haul 

Nine-mile journey from 
outer to inner London 

Time (minutes) 

Car Bus/train 

1995 59.7 62.6 

1998 63.9 64.1 

Speed (mph) 

1995 9.0 8.6 

1998 8.4 8.4 

Source: DETR 

partment for tbeEnvironmen- 
tal Transport and the Regions 
found an average nine-mile 
journey between outer and cen- 
tral London took both the car 
and public transport 64 minutes. 

Car journey times rose 7 
per cent from the 60 minutes 
recorded in 1995, while public 
transporttripsusmgamixture 
ofbus, train and Tube took 2 per 
cent longer up from 63 minutes. 
Glenda Jackson, a Trans- 


By Philip Thornton 

Transport Correspondent 

port minister, said: “This shows 
yet again that traffic congestion 
is choking London streets and 
making jmimpy Wraps lon ger for 
everyone, particularly for car 
drivers. Using public transport 
means less congestion, less 
pollution and less wasted time.'’ 

However; the car was much 
quicker for journeys within 
suburban London - at 42 min- 
utes compared with 73 by bus 
or train. The survey also found 
the average journey time by bi- 
cycle for eight-mile trips was 48 
minutes, compared with 36 
minutes by car. The survey 
was done at varying times to 
given an accurate result 

The report. Journey Times 
Survey 1998 - Central and 
OuterLondon, found that grow- 
ing levels erf congestion over the 
past three years had been a 
major cause for slowing down 
car journeys. Other reasons 
included motorists choosing 
longer and more varied routes 
to avoid traffic jams and a 13 per 
cent rise -to £10.50 -in the cost 
of four hours’ parting, prompt- 
ing motorists to take time seek- 
ing cheap parking. 

The AA said motorists pre- 
ferred their cars and would 
not be tempted out of them until 



Traffic congestion worsens - but it has been a problem in London for years, as this 1935 picture of Hyde Park Corner shows 
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Disabled 
comedy 
aired 
by BBC 


By Paul McCann 
M edia Editor 

the BBC is to stretch the 
boundaries of comedy with a 
new sketch show written and 
performed by the disabled 
called Yes Sir, I Con Boogie. 

The new show, which w3l also 
have some able-bodied writers 
and performers, includes such 
gags as a limbless odd-job man. 
It will be broadcast next month 
on Radio 4 and toe BBC hopes 
it will do for toe disabled what 
the award-winning Goodness 
Gracious Me did for British 
Asians, by showing disability in 
a mainstream and funny way. 

The show's comedy comes 
from a surreal take on the world. 
The producer Ash Atalla, who is 
himself in a wheelchair; empha- 
sises that the comedy in the pro- 
gramme comes ahead of 
(adding disabled issues: “I’ve 
never really identified with the 
disability programmes (hat have 
been on in the past, they’re all too 
whingey, too negative. I just 
think it better to use the slot to 
make a good show." 

Mr Atalla says the show 
does not make fun of disability, 
but he expects criticism from 
Hutton Getty some disability campaigners. 


public transport was improved. 

Paul Watters, head of road 
and transport policy at the AA. 
said: "Even though journey 
times may be the same, the peo- 
ple that are in their cars argue 
that they are much happier 
being in the car rather than 
being in the cold and wet with 
other people. 

“Our surveys of London 
members show they are strong 
supporters of the car for rea- 


sons of personal security and 
safety. They may use public 
transport but they don't like it.” 

The Confederation of Pas 
senger Transport said the trend 
was moving in the right direc- 
tion and would be helped by 
government policies such as 
congestion charging and work- 
place parking charges. “We 
have to get the point where the 
bus beats the car. As long as 
they are level, the average dri- 


ver will prefer their car,” a 
spokesman said. 

Researchers carried out 80 
trips between central and outer 
London in both directions and 
80 long journeys through the 
outer suburbs. 

They included time taken to 
find parking spaces and, for 
public transport users, time 
spent walking to toe station or 
bus stop and waiting for the ser- 
vice to arrive. 


Partnerships ‘are future of railways’ 


THE MAN appointed by the 
Government to get the trains to 
/jp run on time critidsedlhe pri- 
* vatisation of the railways yes- 
terday, saying it had left a 
“fragmented” network. 

Sir Alastazr Morton, speak- 
ing on Ms first day as chairman 
of the Strategic Rafl Authority 
(SRA), said his fir s t p riori t y was 


ii • J ". "i 



By Philip Thornton 

to bring investment back to toe 
railways. “One of the problems 
is lack of investment and then 
there’s the problem that pri- 
vatisation was achieved 
through fragmentation. We 
have to take that fragmentation 
and turn it into public-private 




sector partnerships," he said. 

Sir Alastain 61. was co- 
chairman of Eurotunnel and 
masterminded the creation of 
the £Mbn Channel Ttinnel. His 
new role is equally challenging 
as toe latest official figures 
showed two-thirds of toe rail 
network suffered falling punc- 
tuality last year; with one in fix e 


trains r unning late on toe worst 
route. 

John Prescott the Deputy 
Prime Minister who appointed 
Sir Abstain said: “This is a cru- 
cial new position and we want 
to see this new body work for 
the interests of the passenger. 
We have to make sure we have 
a better rail system." 


Sir Alastair said: “Mfe have in 
John Prescott someone with a 
vision and a plan for how to get 
there. Myjob is to turn that into 
something concrete. It won’t be 
done overnight but I'm confi- 
dent that it will be done." 

The SRA will exist in shadow 
form until the Government gives 
it statutory backing through 3 BflL 
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E-mails from some of the 1 million 
members of Britain's biggest internet Service. 

D ...I think your service is great, 

I got on with it right away..." 

^ ^Pe te Hince JHere ford 

( ^~»^hanks^or^rovidmg such a * ast > / 

■diile. .ser-M »"■! S=»**% 

) °* wformationltohelp the”) 

( MfBEmtiafed.,.1 have yet to see bettered..." \ 

/ Mr. P. Sayers, Brighton " ) 


"...it's better than those I've paid 
CIOO's a Y ear f° r ' ^ ar better... 

Mekhled Awadh. UK 


"...a revelation. It is fast reliable and 
good to use...Keep it up fellas!" 

Phil Romford, Somerset 


Freeserve gives you FREE unlimited internet access 
and e-mail addresses, plus 15Mb of web space. 
Visit our homepage www.freeserve.net - for the 
latest news, weather, sport, business reports, what's 
on in the UK, and to save money on travel, music, 
books and much, much more. 
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To join 115 pick up a free CD at any branch of Dixons, Currys, PC World or The Link 
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16/FOREIGN NEWS 


Starr’s 


Lewinsky 


inquiry 
cost $6m 


AMERICANS MAY now be look- 
ing on their President as 
commander-in-chief rather 
than entertainer-in-chief, but 
they have been presented with 
two vivid flashbacks to “that 


BY MARY DEJEVSHY 
in Washington 


woman . 

From the General Account- 
ing Office, which audits public 
spending, cam e preliminary 
estimates that the indepen- 
dent counsel Kenneth Stare 
spent more than $6m investi- 
gating the Monica Lewinsky 
scandal, bringing his total 
spending over the four and a 
half years of the investigation 
of the President to more than 
$40m - a record for any inde- 
pendent counsel investigation. 

Then from President Clinton 
himself came new evidence of 
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BiU Clinton: No bitterness 
against his accusers 


that combination of defiance 
and fun that matte him so dif- 
ficult for Mr Starr to incrimi- 
nate. In his first one-to-one 
interview since his acquittal by 
the Senate, Mr Clinton insisted 
that he did not regard the im- 
peachment vote against him in 
the House of Representatives 
as a “badge of shame” and 
harboured no bitterness 
towards his accusers. 

He also stated that, despite 
rumours ofa separation, he and 
his wife, Hillary, intend to stay 
together and that if she decid-' 
ed to run for the Senate he 
would be at her side. 

Asked by Dan Rather; the 
doyen of US television presen- 
ters, how he felt about 
becoming only the second pres- 


Nanny murder 
children to fly 
back to UK 


TWO BRITISH children have 
been taken into state custody in 
the United States after their fa- 
ther was charged with the mur- 
der of their nanny. 

Their mother, from Wilt- 
shire, was last night arranging 
for the children to fly to England 
from Connecticut where they 
lived with their father, David 
Taylor. Mr Taylor; 43, a British 
engineer; is in custody for the 
first-degree murder of Milena 
Pitkova, 22, from Slovakia. Ms 
Pitkova was killed on Tuesday 
by several blows to the head. 
There were also signs that she 
had been strangled. 

Mr Taylor began a relation- 
ship with Ms Pitkova after di- 
vorcing his wife of 15 years, 
Susan Lemon. Ms Lemon, who 
now lives in Chippenham, was 
too distraught to talk about the 
murder but her partner. David 
Hollins, said the children, 
Adam, 14, and Hannah, li, 
were being cared for by US so- 
da! services and would be re- 
turning to England soon. “We 
spent all yesterday contacting 
the necessary people and mak- 
ing plans. The children are 
safe and will return home as 
soon as possible,” he said. 

ftofroe in the Long Island 
Sound town of Madison, where 
Mr Taylor lived with the chil- 
dren and Ms Pitkova, said they 
were phoned early on Tuesday 
by a man who said he had just 
killed someone. Mr Taylor was 
subsequently arrested. Bail 
has been set at $100,000. 

Local newspaper reports 
said that Mr Taylor struck Ms 
pitkova during an argument 

after she wanted to end the re- 
lationship. The couple had been 
living in the US for the past 
three years. 


By Cathy Mayer 


A spokeswoman for the state 
medical examiner’s office said 
that the autopsy showed Ms 
Pitkova’5 skull had been 
crushed and cut in three places. 

The Foreign Office said it 
was in contact with Mr Taylor 
and his family, and was co-op- 
erating with the US authorities. 

Paul Wallace, manag in g di- 
rector of Therm apool Europe, 
whose US parent company 
employed Mr Taylor said: “It’s 
certainly not something we 
would expect him to be ac- 
cused of and it’s not something 
we would have thought would 
have happened.” 

A company spokesman 
added: “We were concerned 
that the children were being 
looked after. We were told they 
were being looked after by an 
employee and we thought that 
this situation was satisfactory.'’ 

Mr Taylor’s neighbours de- 
scribed him as “a very proper 
Englishman”. Marik Smith said 
Ms Pitkova “was beautiful, 
striking, like the image of Poc- 
ahontas in the Disney movie”. 

Staa closed the coffee shop 
where sbe worked part-time as 
a waitress in remembrance 
yesterday. A colleague. Holly 
Magee, said Ms Pitfaova was de- 
voted to the children. “She 
loved the children and they 
loved her;” she said. 

The Connecticut Depart- 
ment of Children and Families 
confirmed the two children 
were in state care yesterday. 
John Wiltse, director of public 
affairs, said the department 
was in contact with Ms Lemon 
about her children's welfare. 
“We will be putting a plan to- 
gether for their future." 
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ident to be impeached, and the 
first elected president to suffer 
that fete, he replied: “1 do not 
r egar d this impeachment vote 
as some great badge of shame. 

I do not because I do not believe 
it was warranted and I just 
don't believe it was right” 

Asked to respond to the like- 
lihood that his impeachment 
would figure in the first para- 
graph of his obituary, Mr 
Clinton said: “If it is, if the his- 
tory writers are honest, they’ll 
tell it for just exactly what it was. 
And I'm honoured that some- 
thing indefensible was pursued 
and that I had the opportunity 
to defend the Constitution.” 

He denied he had ever con- 
sidered resignation: “Neveq j 
not a second, neveq neveq" he i 
said. But goaded to say that ! 
EtiHary was the main force be- ; 
hind this reluctance, he said 
carefully that she had “felt at 
least as strongly as I did”. 

Asked about his wife and 
daughter Chelsea, Mr Clinton 
was more upbeat than he has 
been since he admitted the re- 
lationship with Ms Lewinsky. “I 
think, given what we've been 
through, we're doing reason- 
ably welL You know, we’re not 
a large family, but we do love 
each other very much. And we 
work hard to support one an- 
other I think we're doing quite 
well considering what we've 
been through and, God willing, 
well keep after it” he said. 

Meanwhile. Kenneth Starr’s 
investigation continues. Legal 
proceedings involving Mr CUn- 
ton's associates such as Web- 
ster Hubbefl, a former assistant 
attorney-general and Susan 
McDougal a former business 
partner from Arkansas, are 
still in progress, and a grand 
jury investigation related to 
further obstruction of justice al- 
legations against Mr Clinton is 
not yet complete. 

Congress, howeveq roust de- 
cide by June whether to renew 
the independent counsel’s man- 
date, and if- as appears likely 
- it does not, all investigations 
will end for lack of money. 
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The Reverend A1 Sharp ton Heft) escorting the parents of police shooting victim Amadou Diallo towards the state supreme r_ JJL, 4 ddoriolAP 

police officers who kill ed Mr Diallo. an unarmed black man. in a fusillade of 41 bullets have been indicted on second-degree murder charges jptsey 


E-mail rogue virus is traced to Florida 


CYBERSPACE DETECTIVES 
trying to track the source of the 
Melissa virus, which over- 
loaded tens of thousands of 
computers with junk e-mail 
earlier in the week, have nar- 
rowed their search to an In- 
ternet service provider in 
Orlando. Florida, many of 
whose users spend their time 
collecting, detecting and cre- 
ating computer viruses. 

“We understand Melissa 
came from a client using our 
service,” Ron Spohn, projects 


By Andrew G umbel 
in Los Angeles 


manager for the provider Ac- 
cess Orlando, told Reuters. 
“But we don't really control the 
content The client told us he 
was taking down the web page." 

The FBI relying heavily on 
the research of amateur com- 
puter sleuths, has been racing 
to find Melissa's creator since 
the virus first appeared last Fri- 
day and caused several com- 
pany e-mail systems to crash as 


it automatically created 50 new 
messages for every one 
opened. The mailings, which 
contained the words “Impor- 
tant message from...” in their 
title, included an attachment 
listing pornographic Internet 
sites. 

Two computer experts, the 
head of a software company in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
and a doctoral student in Swe- 
den, independently traced 
Melissa to a user calling him- 
self VicodinES after the name 


of a medical pain killer. 
VicodinES, in torn, had a page 
on a website called Source- 
ofKaos. which is operated by 
Access Orlando and posts sev- 
eral pages that discuss com- 
puter viruses. In a further twist, 
the user name appears to have 
been stolen from an innocent 
American OnLine user in 
Washington state. 

The source of the virus was 
traced by tracking a serial num- 
ber embedded in Microsoft Of- 
fice software programs. The 


virus spread through the use of 
a “macro”, an electronic means 
of performing complex tasks at 
the touch of a button which in 
this case meant replicating 
rogue e-mail messages. 

The FBI has refused to com- 
ment on progress in its inves- 
tigation, but the Cambridge 
software expert Richard Smith 
of Phar Lap Software, has 
passed on several names in 

m nfirifyirpthatrnq yleadtothe 
arrest of a suspect The virus 
creator, described in some re- 


ports as being of “high-school- 
ish age" with a track record of 
writing rogue computer pro- 
grams, feces a fine of up to 
$250,000 and a jail sentence as 
long as 10 years. 

The operator of Source- 
ofKaos. Roger Sibert, has said 
he would do whatever he could 

to prevent the farther spread of 

Melissa but refused to release 
VkodinES's e-mail address un- 
less he receives a court order. 

Melissa itself has largely 
been eradicated. 
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THE DETACHED house in a 
rich suburb of the steamy 
south-eastern Indian dty of 
Hyderabad appeared an ything 
but estraorcfinaiy But if the po- 
lk* are correct, the neat home 

on Ea st MaradpuDy street is the 
headquarters of a gang that has 
madethousands of pounds buy- 
ing children from the poor and 
stiffing them in the West for 
adoption. 

In the past five days, sever- 
atpebple allegedly involved in 
the racket have been arrested 
Ihe head of the gan g, accord- 
ing to -police sources, is 
Sankala-Peter Subbaiah, who 
ran theGood Samaritan Evan- 
geJicalaiid Social Welfare As- 
sociation, the adoption charity 
under investigation. 

Subb aiah was arrested in a 
city hotel on Sunday, having 
evaded police when they raid- 
ed the suburban house late 
last week. 

Upstairs in the house, police 
found a dozen nurses tending 
56 babies, some only a month 
old, and all under a year in age. 
Fifty-two were girls. 

In a statement in the Andhra 
Pradesh state assembly Mad- 
hava Baddy the home minister; 
said early investigations had re- 
vealed Subbaiah’s association 
was running a sophisticated op- 
eration selling the babies for 
adoption to childless couples in 
the West. The babies were 
bought from poor local people 
fay bfred go-betweens known as 
“social workers' 1 . 

Mr Reddy said the “social 


BY JASON BURKE 

workers" combed rural areas 
and poorer parts of Hyderabad 
to persuade fami l y to r*»h 
their children for as little as 

2,000 rupees (£30) each. 

He claimed that Subaiah 
and his accomplices then paid 
the go-betweens a commis- 
sion of Rs20,000 (£300) per 
child, lodged them in the 
creche pending the completion 
of emigration and adoption 
formalities and then finally 
sold them overseas at prices 
ranging from $2,000 to $3,000 
(4X200 to 14300). 

The number of children, sent 
overseas by the Good Samari- 
tan Evangelical and Social Wel- 
fare Association is unknown. 
Police say, however, that 
records they have seized show 
Subbaiah had arranged for 
the overseas adoption of 32 
children sine® January 1998 
and that his dose colleague, 
Sanjiva Rao, had dispatched a 
further nine children in the 
past six months. 

"Police believe the total num- 
ber of children sold for adoption 
is more than 200. Most have 
gone to the United States, al- 
though dozens are currently in 
western European countries, 
including Denmark, Germany, 
the Netherlands and France, 
the sources said. 

So fan there is no evidence 
that any have reached Britain. 

According to police, the 
racket was discovered after a 
woman was arrested in the 


process ofbnying ababyina vil- 
lage in the rural district of Nal- 
gonda, high on. a wooded 

S miles east of Hy- 

that suspect they 
garet Sanyogitha- 
ate of Subbaiah now 
>t- who led them to 
thepeche in the EastMarad- 
pjiflljfr street house. 

‘ Efforts are also under way .to 
fracp the parents of the 5&ba- 
biestfound in the police raids. 
Most of the children come from 
fang ies of “untouchables" - 
thosj at the bottom of India's 
cast* hierarchy - living in 
poveiy in the villages sur- 
rotfri ling Hyderabad. 

T1 ere have been other re- 
ports in recent months of par- 
ents n India who are so poor 
they are prepared to sell their 
children. In the poor state of 
Bihar, agricultural workers 
were Recently said to be selling 
their children to local Buddhist 
monkp who used them as do- 
mestic servants. 

Subbaiah, 49, denies all of the 
charges against him and says 
he isThe victim of a politically 
motivated smear 

He claims he is funded by a 
variety of Western charities, in- 
cluding fhrfam. He said Oxfam 
gave mm Rs800.000 (£13.000) be- 
tween tt 997-98 to fund childcare 
programmes. 

A spokesman at the Oxfam 
office in Hyderabad said the 
charity had no record of any 
such transaction and had no 
link with Subbaiah. 



Wan Aadzah (left), wife of Anwar Ibrahim, with her daughter Nural Izzah. Azizah is launching a new opposition party Vincent Thian/AP 

‘Smeared’ Anwar awaits his fate 


THE TRIAL of Anwar Ibrahim 
ended yesterday, amid general 
expectations that the Malay- 
sian opposition leader will be 
convicted of corruption and 
sent to prison. 

At the end of five months of 
frequently sensational testi- 
mony, there is a feeling, even 
among Mr Anwar’s supporters, 
that the decision of Justice Au- 
gustine Paul in the Kuala 


By rjchard Lloyd Parry 

Lumpur High Court is a fore- 
gone conclusion. 

“Sir Thomas More, though 
executed, became a legend and 
lives on," Gurbachan Singh, 
one of Mr Anwar’s defence 
lawyers, warned in a written 
submission. “Needless to say, 
those who gave perjured evi- 
dence against Sir Thomas 


More were all tried for perjury, 
found guilty and executed with- 
in five years." 

Mr Anwar may not face be- 
heading, but the the sentence 
of two to four years, which he 
has said he expects to receive, 
will eliminate him from any role 
in Malaysian politics in the 
medium term. Apparently an- 
ticipating this, his wife. Wan Az- 
izah Wan Ismail announced 
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| A kirchen is more than the room you cook in. its the 
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that she will form a new oppo- 
sition party this weekend as 
part of an ongoing political 

campaig n. 

Mr Anwar Malaysia's Fi- 
nance Minister and the second 
most powerful man in the coun- 
try, was arrested last Septem- 
ber after being abruptly sacked 
by the Prime Minister. Ma- 
hathir Mohamad. Dr Mahathir 
said he acted after being shown 
evidence that bis deputy was a 
promiscuous homosexual. 

Mr Anwar claims that he is 
the victim of a smear cam- 
paign and conspiracy orches- 
trated by Dr Mahathir; who 
feared his popularity and the 
challenge the younger man 
posed to the national leader- 
ship. “I'm realistic enough to ac- 
cept the eventuality," Mr Anwar 
told reporters in the court yes- 
terday. He could appeal if con- 
victed. 

“My concern has already 
been expressed in the applica- 
tion to disqualify the judge, 
which was dismissed without 
going into the merit of the ap- 
plication." 

Judge Augustine last week 
rejected Mr Anwar’s request 
that the judge, who joined the 
High Court bench last yean 
disqualify hims elf from the case 
on the ground that he was 
partial 

The judge had also earlier re- 


buked a defence lawyer for his 
combative style. “You must re- 
spect the chair even if you 
(font like the man sitting on the 
bench," he said. 

In the days before his arrest, 
Mr Anwar addressed rallies of 
tens of thousands of supporters 
and there were violent en- 
counters between demos tra- 
tors and police in the weeks 
after his arrest 

Six of the original ten 
charges were dropped after a 
series of startling gaffes by 
prosecution witnesses, includ- 
ing the chief of the Malaysian 
CID who admitted that he 
would lie under oath if ordered 
to do so by a superior. Earlier 
this year the former head of the 
police force admitted personalty 
beating up the handcuffed and 
blindfolded Mr Anwar shortly 
after his arrest 

The remaining four charges 
relate to allegations that Mr 
Anwar asked police to sup- 
press witnesses to his sexual 
misconduct Each of the cor- 
ruption counts carries a max- 
imum penalty of 14 years in jail 
and a $5,000 (£3,000) fine. 

The judge announced yes- 
terday thathe would not be able 
to deliver his verdict next week 
as had been expected, and the 
court would now reconvene 
to hear Mr Anwar's fate on 
April 14. 


US refuses Taiwan’s 
toxic waste ship 


FORMOSA PLASTICS C-orp, 
the Taiwan petrochemical 
giant said yesterday it was 
taking back mercury-laced in- 
dustrial waste that was 
dumped in Cambodia late last 
year, but insisted it would be 
sent overseas. 

Lee Chih-tsun, president of 
Fbrmosa, said the waste would 
be temporarily returned to 
Taiwan, where it originated, 
but would not even pass the 
island's customs. 

After plans to ship the waste 
to the United States fell 
through. Mr Lee said yesterday, 
“TVe have no intention to keep 
the stuff here fin Taiwan]. “Wfe 
want to ship it to an advanced 
country, preferably the US." 

Formosa had arranged for 
Safetv-Kleen Corp, a US con- 
tractor. to send the waste 
for disposal in a dump at 


By Angus Chuang 
in Taipei 

Westmorland in southern 
California. Mr Lee said the plan 
fell through after environmen- 
talists persuaded the US Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency to 
revoke a dumping permit for the 
5,000 tonnes of waste. 

Mok Mareth. the Cambodian 
environment minister, said, “AH 
I want is for the waste to be 
shipped out of Cambodia" Sev- 
eral people died in riots after the 
waste was discovered in De- 
cember near the Cambodian 
port of Sihanoukville. 

The Cambodian firm that 
brought the waste from Taiwan 
is alleged to have colluded with 
local officials to allow the import 
Several officials have been ar- 
rested. Fbrmosa has denied any 
wrongdoing. iReufersi 


IN BRIEF 


Mayor indicted for opera fire - 

THE MAYOR of Venice was among 10 people indicted 
yesterday for negligence in the fire that destroyed the 
Venetian opera house. La Ffcnice, in 1996. Massimo 
Cacciari was investigated because, as mayor; he is head 
of the opera organisation. A court date was set for 31 May. 
Two electricians were accused of arson. 

Eleven die in sectarian dispute 

at least ll people were shot dead or hacked to death in 
fighting between Christians and Muslims yesterday in 
Indonesia's remote eastern Kai islands, taking the death 
toll to 13 in two days. Some of the victims were shot by 
police and soldiers trying to stop the fighting. 

Second quake kills man in IndEa 

AN earthquake killed one man and injured several peo- 
ple yesterday in India’s Himalayan foothills, the site of a 
powerful tremor and aftershocks that killed more than 100 
people earlier this week, Press Trust of India said. The 55- 
year-old man was killed when his house collapsed. 
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Killer of 
52 gets 
death 
sentence 


By Phil Reeves 
in Moscow 


A SERIAL killer who murdered 
52 men. women and children 
was sentenced to death yes- 
terday. ending a harrowing five- 
month trial. 

Anatoly Onoprienko, 39, a 
shy and quietly spoken ex- 
sailor who was nicknamed “the 
Terminator", greeted the sen- 
tence impassively from the iron 
cage in which he was held. He 
ciaims to be unafraid of death: 
‘Tve been close to death so 
many times that it's even in- 
teresting for me now to venture 
into the afterworld," he said in 
a recent interview. 

Whether he will now be ex- 
ecuted is unclear, as Ukraine 
has imposed a moratorium on 
capital punishment, and is com- 
mitted to scrapping it lb go 
ahead with the sentence - a bul- 
let in the back of the head is the 
Ukrainian method- would re- 
quire a special parliamentary 
vote. 

Onoprienko killed 43 people 
in less than six months, terror- 
ising rural Ukraine. Travelling 
by (rain, he used a sawn -off rifle, 
knives and axes to slaughter 
whole families, setting fire to 
their homes and bludgeoning to 
death passers-by. Among his 
victims were 10 children. 

The terror ended when he 
was arrested in Yavoriv, a small 
town in western Ukraine, on 
Easter Day 1996, after a hunt 
that involved 2,000 police, thou- 
sands of national guards and 
more than 3,000 troops, some 
with armoured vehicles. 

He clearly perplexed inves- 
tigators. “On the one band, he j 
is a completely normal intelli- , 
gent and eloquent, obviously ed- 
ucated. a man who thinks 1 
before he says anything," said i 
one. shortly after his capture, i 
-But when he talks about the | 
reasons for the killing s, he j 
completely loses his resem- 
blance to a rational person." ! 



Victims 


of Nazis 


in mass 


law suit 


Piglets grazing in the shadow of the Eiffel Tower yesterday. French farmers let loose dozens of the animals in a demonstration designed 
draw attention to the slump in pork prices over the past yean which has forced many pork producers out of business Philippe Wqjazerf Rente 


French girls smoke more than boys 


FOR ONCE, here is a social sur- 
vey you can confirm with your 
own eyes. French teenage girls 
are taking up smoking in larg- 
er numbers than ever before, to 
the point where more girls 
aged 12 to 17 smoke than do 
their brothers or boyfriends. 

Almost one in three 15-year- 
old French girls smokes 
cigarettes, according to the 
new survey. Anyone who pass- 
es a lyc&e or college can vouch 
for the accuracy of the report 

Smoking is banned in class 
but many schools have given up 
enforcing the rule in the play- 


BY JOHN LICHFIELD 
in Paris 


ground or outside. “It's hard 
enough to stop them in the 
classrooms," said the deputy 
head of a lycce in the eastern 
suburbs of Paris. “If we tried to 
enforce the. rule outside, we 
would have a riot on our hands." 

A similar trend has been 
seen in most European coun- 
tries, including Britain, but the 
tendency seems to be especially 
pronounced in France. 

Sociologists and health 
workers say it seems to be 


part of a new spirit of indepen- 
dence and willingness to chal- 
lenge authority on the part of 
young French women. 

The attraction to tobacco is 
surprising and depressing, 
given the publicity on the dan- 
gers of smoking and the ap- 
parent obsession of young 
women with their health and 
appearance. 

Lucette Barthelemy, head 
of a health education college in 
Lorraine, says this paradox is 
rooted in the teenage psyche. 
“All our advice is based on 
health considerations. Don't 


drink, don't smoke, don't take 
drugs ... But adolescents look 
at things differently and they 
hate to be told what not to do. 
They don't want to be in good 
health so much as to feel good 
about themselves," she said. 

Other health experts say the 
trend to smoking among young 
women is also linked to the fact 
that French girls are less in- 
terested in sport than boys. 
Among both boys and girls, 
smoking is concentrated more 
densely among those who play 
no sport 

Smoking is most common 


among teenage girls in the 
poorer suburbs, where it is Al- 
most universal But it is also In- 
creasingly popular among 
wealthier teenagers. f 
■‘We are facing an explosion 
of smoking-related illnesses in 
years to come." said GilBes 
Bruckner: vice-president of the 
High Committee on Public 
Health. “'Women are mor^ at 
risk from smoking than mdn.” 
He said this was obviously so 
during pregnancy but there 
was also evidence of adverse 
effects from combining nicotine 
and the contraceptive pill/ 


POLISH HOLOCAUST sur- 
vivors, with an average age of 
78, launched almost 22,000 law- 
suits yesterday seeking com- 
pensation from the German 
government. 

The 21,826 concentration 
camp survivors are the latest 
group from eastern Europe 
who have yet to receive com- 
pensation on the scale given to 
Holocaust survivors living in 
the West. 

Because Germany does not 
recognise class action suits, 
each survivor must petition 
individually. They are de- 
manding DM1,800 *£629) for 
every month spent in a con- 
centration camp, and further 
payments for the physical suf- 
fering endured. Some spent 
only a few months in camps, 
others up to four years. The 
total claim amounts to nearly 
DM2 bn. 

“We are filin g upon the ju- 
diciary to take an initiative 
and do whatever is possible 
under the law," said their 
lawyer. Dieter Wissgott. as he 
handed over all the documents 
to the court in Bonn. Germany 
has paid out more than 
DMlOObn to victims of Nazism, 
but many living in eastern Eu- 
rope were given nothing, and 
their legal situation is hazy. 

Even more complex is the 
plight of hundreds of thou- 
sands of people from the oc- 
cupied countries who were 
kept in conditions of slavery* by 
German firms. Attempts to ex- 
tract payment under German 
law have faltered, so survivors 
are switching their attacks to 


by Imre Karacs 
in Berlin 


courts in the US where class 
action suits are allowed. Their 
cause received a boost in San 
Francisco, where survivors, 
Jewish groups and Gray Davis, 
the Governor of California, 
joined forces in a suit against 
six major firms. The companies 
are Lufthansa. Deutsche Bank, 
Dresdner Bank and the con- 
glomerate Viag, as well as the 
American firms General Mo- 
tors and Ford, which had op- 
erations in Germany during the 
Second World Wan 

“The real goal here is to try 
to get a few dollars into the 
hands of some elderly people 
... and to do it fast while it can 
still make a difference in then- 
lifetime," said Rabbi Abraham 
Cooper of the Simon Wiesen- 
thal Centre, which is backing 
the lawsuit. German banks 
and companies, accused of 
profiting from the use of forced 
labourers during the Nazi 
regime, have come under in- 
creasing pressure since a $1.25 
billion < E790m > settlement last 
year between Swiss banks and 
Holocaust victims. More. than 
a dozen German companies 
have agreed to set up a fund to 
compensate their wartime 
slaves, but negotiations are 
going slowly. 

Patience is ebbing. “This is 
not something that will only be 
decided between governments 
or on the federal level" Rabbi 
Cooper warned. “Americans 
have other unique human 
rights tools at their disposaL" 
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products from 
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Launched into literary heaven 


' I'VE BECOME addicted to the 
book launch. 4f s an art form; 
where the people of Madrid ' 
display their best qualities: 
their flash metropolitan verve 
and their provincial intimacy, 
their love for grand ideas and 
their fluent inforipaiity. 

A The purpose :-seems not, 

primarily, to sdfftkeboqk. Sin- 
gle copies on show are 
■ whisked away as you disperse. 
Neither is it necessarily a 
chance for authors to read 
from their oeuvre. 

What. then, is the point? 
Well venue is crucial It sig- 
nals. broadly, whether you are 
with the establishment or 
. against it The author invites 
some famous friends to praise 
him or her in off-the-cuff re- 
marks that combine the cring- 
ing chumminess of a best 
man's speech with the wacky 
erudition of an Oxbridge tuto- 
rial. \bu get a rambling, fre- 
quently hilarious, illumination 
of something you perhaps 
thought you knew about. 

My local bookstore offers 
glasses of fizz to anyone wan- 
dering in for Sunday papers 
before lunchtime. It works 
every time. A few slurps and 
I'm fingering over the fat cof- 
fee table volumes celebrating 
the 400th anniversary of the 
artist Velazquez. Jostled by 
crowds, 1 realise I'm in the 
midst of an eloquent re mini s- 


european times 
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Jose Saramago and {Gabriel Garcia Marquez Reuters 


cence by a columnist | read 
every week about his golden 
childhood in Andalusia] 

I tear myself from tlpe lus- 
cious art books, and lafa^r tele- 
phone a publisher to n >quest 
a review copy of a mon mod- 
est wort “Certainly, i nd do 
come to the presentac cm.” I 
arrive late and it's pad ed, as 
always. Three former dn ectors 
of the Prado museum are en- 
gaged in a lively discussion of 
whether Velazquez's portray- 
al of Vulcan and B&cchus 
among mortal blade- miths 
and drunkards meant 1 le was 
mocking the gods, or p; inting 
real people for the first imein 
European art 
The three scholars could 


have been having a fireside 
chat so unselfconscious were 
they. I spotted an empty chair 
at the front and plonked my- 
self down. “It’s occupied," 
hissed a miserable old git next 
to me. “There’s no one here," 
I Iiissed back. “Ocupado, ocu- 
pado he insisted. “If anyone 
comes HI move," I rasped, 
scribbling in my notebook just 
metres from the nostrils of 
these eminent historians, who 
were pondering whether the 
master’s work marked a rev- 
olutionary rupture, or was 
merely innovative. 

Discussion opened to the 
floor. This is a precious mo- 
ment when the inarticulate, 
the stars truck and those just 


plain bonkers have their say. 
A thin man with grey locks, his 
feet crunched up on his chair, 
who had been sketching on an 
envelope throughout asks an 
incomprehensible question 
about technique. The platform . 
responds with the grave tol- 
erance that Spaniards accord 
to genuine eccentrics. 

One recent Bt-fest promised 
to blow up into an interconti- 
nental scandal. The Nobel 
prizewinners Jose Saramago 
and Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
introduce a three-day cele- 
bration of Ibero-American 
writing. The baroque Casa de 
America was packed to the 
frescos. A flurry on the top 
table. Garcia Marquez won't 
speak, never promised fo, 
you'll have to wait for the dos- 
ing session. Uproar chanting: 
“We want Gabo." 

Front-page headlines next 
morning. The day arrives. 
Gabo, correcting his notes to 
the last moment, speaks. But 
he's not making a speech, he’s 
reading a story: a woman 
makes her annual visit to a 
mildly sleazy Caribbean is- 
land to lay flowers on her 
mother's grave, and has a lit- 
tle amorous adventure. 

The audience is entranced, 
magically’ lifted. Ah. there's no 
finer spectacle than the launch 
of a good book. 

Elizabeth Nash 
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Charities 


CHILDREN ON DIALYSIS 

need our love and practical support, not 
just today but every day. Sadly, money 
cannot buy healthy kidneys but it can 
make life worth having. 

Donations urgently needed by 

The British Kidney Patient Association —. _ 
Bordon, Hants. GU35 9JZ (jft) 
Reg. Charity No. 270288 
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Amble falls to three-year low 

■THE RUSSIAN rouble fell to a three-year low of 2429 to the 
dollar in official hade yesterday as the central hank 
chairman Viktor .Geras chenko revealed that foreign 
currency reserves had fallen by neariy $lbn in March to 
stand at around IlDibn. Gold is thought to fla un t for 
about $5bn (rf that sum. {following Monday’s framework 
dgal yth the IMF, Russia wants any niew IMF loans to be 
' transferred directly to central bank reserves. Depletion of 
die reserves is raising fears that the rouble will fall sharply 
orthatRussiamightdefeultohitsdebt 

RMC confirms Scancem talks 

BMC, the b nilding 

materials group, yesterday 
; 45po ;^tP oc ?'-^ ce ,., . confirmed that it had held 
; - informal talks on the 

: T30Q I , — i takeover of Scancem, the 

Scandinavian construction 
rioo -f V— i - .-' - - — - giant However; the UK 

■if " / V ; company said that it had 

^ '3 not decided Aether to 
V; ‘;- Tit /VV jjj | table an offer for all or 
• v ?.°0’ ■ .« parts of Scancem, which is 
' .■ being sold by its two 

•'^vamj j asondj fm ” owners, the Swedish 

— “ . construction group 

Stonska and tbe Norwegian conglomerate AkerL 
Initial offers for Scancem, whicb owns Castle 
Cement,'the UK’s second-largest cement maker; are 
set to.be tabled over the weekend, with the Irish 
group CRH and foe" French group Lafarge seen as 
likety bidders. •; , 

Barclay brothers in property move 

THE SECRETIVE Barclay brothers are to spend £50m to 
;Ifack a [property venture owned by Moorfield Estates, a 
^D^deyetopernmbytwo former City analysts. The 
millionaire siblings are understood to be dose to buying a 
large stake hi a company set up by Moorfield to manage 
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Share prices catch holiday 
spirit as economy perks ut 


FRESH SIGNS that tbe economy 
is improving after a sluggish 
winter brought the holiday spirit 
to sha re prices yesterday. The 
FTSE 100 index surged to a new 
record of 6399.1 during the day, 
although it aided up just 34.7 
points at 6330. 

There was also an upbeat 
start on Vfell Street, with (he 
Dow Jones index 54 points high- 
er at 9,840 during morning trad- 
ing. It too fen back later 

New surveys suggested high 
street sales had picked 19 in 
March, while the decline in 
manufacturing output was eas- 
ing. Indeed, export orders rose 
during the month for foe first 
time since October 1997. Even 
better; analysts concluded that 
the survey evidence was not 
strong enough to prevent the 

Ranh of Engl and from r utting 

interest rates, either when its 
monetary committee meets 
next week or in May. 

“This does not fimriamp.nf.al - 
ly alter the case for lower rates,” 
said Ken Wattret of Paribas. 

Tbe monthly survey of pur- 
chasing managers in manufac- 
turing showed activity in decline 


BP cuts 
2,000 jobs 
in $26.8bn 
takeover 
of Arco 

BY ANDREW VERITY 


BP AMOCO, foe British oil giant 
is to shed 2,000 jobs worldwide 
and dispose of $3bn worth of 
assets following yesterdays 
$263bn (£16£bn) takeover of 
Atlantic Richfield of the US. 

Tbe takeover BP Amoco’s 
second major deal in eight 
months, will yield cost savings 
of $lbn (£600m). Around 200 of 
the job losses will fall at Arco’s 
UK headquarters in Guildford. 
Surrey. But BP Amoco will also 
be forced to write-off $20bn in 
goodwill and pay stamp duty of 
$400mcn the deal foflowingrule 
changes rushed in by the Inland 
Revenue after the S55bn 
takeover of Amoco last yean 

The takeover will make BP 
Amoco the biggest oil producer 
in the world outside Opec, and 
foe second biggest oQ major in 
the world by value after Exxon- 
Mobil with a marfcp-t capitalisa- 
tion of $190bn C£H7bnJ. The 
group will also be the largest oil 
producer and refiner in the US. 

Sr John Browne, the chief ex- 
ecutive. said; “Scale carries 
some advantages but it also 
carries disadvantages and size 
it not the motivating factor be- 


by Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

for the 12th successive month. 
But for the fifth time running the 
pace of decline had slowed The 
index climbed from 45.9 to 47.2. 
doser to tbe watershed of 50. 

Even more encouraging, 
there was a small increase in 
export orders although total 
orders declined once again. The 


recent appreciation of the pound 
puts a question mark over future 
export orders, however 

Manufacturers arc alsn cut- 
ting jobs at a faster pace than 
ever. The employment index 
dropped to 44.7 from 45J1. 

Peter Thomson, the director 
general of the Chartered Insti- 
tute of Purchasing and Supply 
said: “Despite foe continued 
decline in overall activity, there 


are farther positive signs of an 
upturn in foe manufacturing 
sector” Analysts agreed that 
manufacturing output was prob- 
ably stabilising. Hopes were 
boosted by a surge in the US pur- 
chasing managers survey from 
52.4 to 542, defying expecta- 
tions of an industrial slowdown 
across the Atlantic. 

There were also improve- 
ments in similar surveys for 


Germany and Italy Both of these 
kqy export markets for UK 

manufacturers were in decline 

at the end of last year 

Separately foe Confedera- 
tion of British Industry report- 
ed a recovery in retail sales 
volumes to their highest level 
since last September. This 
followed a subdued five months 
on foe high street, according to 
its survey - which is, however 


MPs attack Brown’s Budget arithmetic 


LAST MONTH'S Budget did 
cut taxes, according to a re- 
port yesterday from an influ- 
ential House of Commons 
committee, writes Diane 
Cpyle. 

But, in a judgement of 
Solomon on the subsequent 
tax row, it concluded the tax 
burden is nevertheless rising 
because of previously an- 
nounced measures. 

This should give the Bank 
of England leeway to cut in- 
terest rates, it said. 

The Treasury Committee 


attacked the obscurity of the 
Budget documents. It said a 
leaflet on the Budget to be 
sent out to all households in 
Britain must be prepared with 
help from an independent 
body such as the National 
Audit Office or Institute of 
Fiscal Studies to “guarantee 
its impartiality”. 

Yesterday’s report criti- 
cised Mr Brown for not mak- 
ing the figures clearer. The 
basic arithmetic of the Budget 
“should be set out clearly in a 
user-friendly format,” the 


committee said. It added that 
changes in accounting con- 
ventions were acceptable but 
said: “The difference between 
tbe old and new systems 
should have been spelt out in 
... the interests of trans- 
parency.” 

The MPs recommended 
that in future the Treasury 
should give fall details of the 
impact of successive Budgets, 
and should also present the 
tax and spending figures on a 
consistent basis over time. 

They criticised tbe fact that 


it was not possible to track 
changes made between the 
pre-Budget report in Novem- 
ber and tbe March Budget. 

The MPs called for an 
assessment of the distribu- 
tional impact of the Budget to 
be provided by the Treasury 
on Budget Day, rather than 
leaving it to answers to 
subsequent Parliamentary 
questions. 

Francis Maude, shadow 
Chancellor, pounced on the 
criticisms. “This is a damning 
report” he said. 




Sir John Browne, BP Autnoco chief executive, announcing the .Arco takeover in London yesterday Neville Elder 


hind this move. We are aware 
that we will have to counter 
some of the negative elements 
that go with size.” 

The S3bn of asset sales have 
already started with the sale 
yesterday of 137 petrol retail out- 
lets in foe US to Tosco, foe 
petrol retailer But foe biggest 
disposals will fall in Alaska, 
where competition authorities 
wID demand foe combined group 
sells over a third of its explo- 
ration acreage, leaving it with 


500.000 acres. Pipelines and ter- 
minals are also likely to be sold. 

Mr Browne said: "We want to 
make it very clear that this is a 
pro-competitive deal - it is not 
an anticompetitive move. In our 
downstream operations there Is 
no overlap between foe compa- 
nies. There isn't even one petrol 
station that overlaps." he said. 

The entire board of Arco will 
resign and will not be employed 
by BP Amoco. Mike Bowlin, 
chairman and the only executiv e 


member of the board, is ex- 
pected to receive a multi-million 
dollar payoff in addition to foe 
S4m reward package in place. 

Mr Browne said he was 
approached by Mr Bowlin in 
early January. “They asked if we 
would like to look at effectively 
buying their company" he said. 

In September Mr Bowlin had 
warned all of his staff they would 
have to tighten their belts to pre- 
serve their independence be- 
cause of the depressed oil price. 


He set in train $500m of cost cuts. 

The all-share takeover; which 
is expected to be earnings en- 
hancing as long as foe oil price 
stays overall a barrel. offers 0.82 
BP Amoco ADRs for every Arco 
share. The new group wifi keep 
foe BP Amoco name. Mr 
Browne said the company hoped 
to complete the merger by the 
end of the year. Integration 
between BP and Amoco was 
□earing completion, he said. 

Outlook, page 21 


C&W sues MCI over Internet purchase 


CABLE & WIRELESS’S ambi- 
tions to break into foe fast- 
growing market for Internet 
traffic were thrown into doubt 
yesterday as the telecom group 
filed a lawsuit against MCI 
WorldCom, the US telecom 
giant which sold part of its In- 
ternet business to C&W last 
year; for fading to fulfil the 
terms of the deaL 

C&W which is seeking un- 
specified damages, has argued 
th at, among other things, MCI 
WorldCom failed properly to 
transfer its Internet customer 

base to C&W impeded its abO- 


by peter thal Larsen 

ity to run foe business, and at- 
tempted to poach former 
customers. 

The news knocked C&Ws 
shares 22p to 752p yesterday, as 
investors fretted that the com- 
pany was struggling to keep up 
with the fast-growing Internet 
market in foe United States. 

When C&W bought MCTs In- 
ternet business for $l.7bn Iasi 
year; foe deal was hailed by 
Dick Brown, then C&W* s chief 
executive, as a “huge leap” for 
the company. Last month his 


replacement. Graham Wallace, 
pinned the company's future on 
the growth of Internet-based 
traffic after putting One 2 Cine, 
foe mobile phone operator, up 
for sale. 

The lawsuit, which was filed 
with a Delaware court on 
Wednesday evening, reveals 
that growth in the business has 

fallen sharpie since mci World- 

corn handed over control. 

According to foe document, 
growth has fallen "far below" 
the rates of between 50 and 1 00 
per cent a year that the business 
previously enjoyed, and is now 


growing less fast than foe over- 
all Internet market. 

C&W claims it signed up an 
average of 84 new customers 
per month between October 
and December, compared with 
an average of 242 per month in 
the eight months before the 
sale. 

C&W also complains that 
hundreds of customers have 
cancelled their service or 
raised disputes about foe ser- 
vice, al a cost of tens of millions 
of dollars, while foe company 
has been too busy hiring staff 
which MCI Worldcom faded to 


supply to develop new products 
and services. 

MO was forced to sell the In- 
ternet business by regulators 
following its merger with World- 
corn in 1997. Although MCI orig- 
inally planned to sell ofay its 
Internet backbone - the physi- 
cal infrastructure which carries 
the traffic - it was subsequent- 
ly also told to transfer its cus- 
tomer base of large corporate 
users. As part of foe deal with 
C&V? MO Worldcom agreed not 
to approach any of its former 
customers for two years. 

Outlook, page 21 


Around the world’s markets 


an uncertain guide to official 
retail sales figures. 

“The trend of solid but not 
spectacular retail sales growth 
continues,” said Dharshini 
David of HSBC Markets. 

The balance of retailers re- 
porting higher sales volumes 
over those reporting a fall 
increased to 14 per cent from 2 
per cent in February and minus 
9 per cent in January. 

But Alastair Eperon, chair- 
man of the CBTs distributive 
trades panel said there was lit- 
tle underlying growth. *A farther 
cut in interest rates should be 
made next week,” he said. 

Next week will bring addi- 
tional evidence that could sway 
the decision of the Monetary Pol- 
icy Committee on Thursday. 
This includes the official indus- 
trial production figures for Efeb- 
ruary, expected to show another 
drop in manufacturing output 

Since the last meeting, GDP 
for the final quarter has been re- 
vised down, and official statistics 
showed a small rise in unem- 
ployment and decline in retail 
sales in February. 

Outlook, page 21 


Ashcroft 
in £282m 
bid for 
Corporate 
Services 

By Francesco Guerre ra 

MICHAEL ASHCROFT, foe con- 
troversial deal-maker and Con- 
servative Party treasurer made 
a spectacular return to foe City- 
scene yesterday with an auda- 
cious bid of up to £282m for the 
crisis-ridden recruitment group 
Corporate Services. 

However Mr Ashcroft's at- 
tempt to win control of CS suf- 
fered a major blow after three 
major shareholders opposed 
the bid and pledged to press 
ahead with plans to remove 
most of the company's board. 

Mercury Asset Manage- 
ment, M&G and Schroders. 
which own a total 31.5 per cent 
but could control up to 50 per 
cent of CS. are believed to have 
rejected foe bid, which is con- 
ditional on foe current board re- 
maining in place and would 
scupper their attempts to re- 
place the chairman. Jeffrey 
Fbwierand four other directors. 

The CS board advised share- 
holders to take no action and 
said it would meet Mr Ashcroft 
next week to discuss the offer. 

The recruitment company's 
share price has collapsed from 
a 12-month high of 261 p after 
two profit warnings last month. 
It closed 21p higher at 94£p yes- 
terday, boosted by foe bid. 

Mr Ashcroft, a Florida-based 
tax exile, used an intricate web 
of offshore companies and com- 
plex financial engineering to 
mount foe casb-and-paper offer. 

The Conservative fund- 
raiser who made £150m from 
foe sale of his security and car 
group ADT to foe US group 
Tyco two years ago, mounted 
foe offer through New Carlisle, 
a newly created company to be 
listed on London’s Alternative 
Investment Market 

New Carlisle’s bid is pitched 
at between 87.7p and I20p for 
each CS share, valuing the whole 
group at between £206m and 
£282m. The final value of foe offer 
will be determined after an £80m 
rights issue by New Carlisle. 

Outlook, page 21 


gsg| LONDON 

BLUE CHIPS hit a trading high but 
best levels were not held. After 
Footsie bad surged 103 points to a 
(1399. A trading peak the gains were 
gradually whittled down and by the 
dose the index was up 34.7 at 6,330, 
below its previous dosing high. 

Trading was heavy on hopes of 
lower interest rates and 
expectations of more corporate 
action. PEP buying was another 
influence. Zeneca, ahead of the 
completion of its merger with 
Astra of Sweden, hit a new high 

Derek Pain, page 23 


^^NEW YORK 

THE DOW JONES index was 16.93 
higher at noon, after an erratic 
morning, bul trading was sub- 
dued. 

More merger news helped 
shares move higher initially but 
the National Association of Pur- 
chasing Managers’ March index 
leaped to 54.3. signal ty increased 
inflationary pressures and under- 
mining bonds and shares. The BP 
Amoco offer edged Arco 1/8 high- 
er. Yahoo! mid Broadcast-corn 
both gained sharply after Yahoo's 
$5.Tbn offer. 


I [TOKYO 


JAPANESE SHAKES rose strongly 
on the first day uf Ihe 1999/2000 
business year after figures showed 
a record influx of foreign 
investment during March, 
prompting Japanese investors to 
put money into ihe market. The 
Nikkei 225 share index rose 3.10 
percent In 1 0.327.56 

Mitsubishi Electric gained 
almost 10 percent in response to 
its restructuring plans Honda 
shares touched a recurd 5.640 
before closing per cent up at 
5 .a-Ui ven. 


n FRANKFURT 

SHARES OPENED lower in 
Frankfurt in line with the 
overnight falls on Wall Street, 
and trading was subdued ahead 
of the Easter holiday But a late 
rally inspired by merger talk on 
Wall Street reversed early losses 
and pushed the Xetra Dax index 
up 0.75 per cent to 4,901.81 at the 
dose- 

Shares in Mannesman jumped 
by 6 per cent after a strong buy 
recommendation from Morgan 

Stanley Dean Witter. 


O 


MILAN 


SHARES IN Telecom Italia and 
Olivetti fell sharply, as investors 
concluded that Telecom Italia will 
win shareholder approval for mea- 
sures to block foe Olivetti offer. 

Telecom Italia closed down -L27 
per cent at 9.42 euros and Olivetti 
ended 3.79 per cent weaker at 2.79 
euros, pushing foe Milan share 
index lower to dose 167 down at 
24.835 ahead of the Easter holiday. 

Sanpaolo and Banca di Roma 
both eased, anticipating a rejection 
of foe former's bid. 





















20/BUSINESS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
t Prirlnv 2 April 1999 




Here’s hoping there’s no 
nasty surprises in store 




.K 1 


THE LONG Easter weekend 
break gives a pause for thought 
about share prices. We are 
engaged in a European wan The 
economic indicators for Britain 
are still fairly weak. The 
recovery in continental Europe 
remains patchy. Elsewhere in 
the world the East Asian 
economies remain at best 
fragile. Only the US continues 
to bound on. Yet share prices on 
Maundy Thursday were trading 
at record levels. From the 
perspective of the financial rnar- 
kets all must be well 

No. not just well - wonderful 
In as far as markets can say 
anything, for they represent, of 
course, the collective thoughts 
of a multitude of investors, all 
with differing views, they are 
saying something like this. The 
outlook for both the British 
economy and the world 
economy - remember more 
than half the profits of the 
Footsie 100 companies come 
from sales outside Britain - is 
better than it has been at any 
stage for at least a generation. 

It is not just that share prices 
are at a record, for you would, 
of course, expect share prices 
to rise as the economy grows. 
The valuations on shares are 
also at record levels. You can 
see this in the graphs, which 
show the value the all-share 
index has put on stocks since 
1963. The price/eamings ratio of 
nearly 24 compares with an av- 
erage of 13.7 since 1963 and with 
a peak of 23 in the 1960s. If you 
take the dividend yield, the 
market is now 2.4 per cent, 
compared with an average of 4.7 
per cent and previous troughs 
at 3 per cent 

The valuations, therefore, 
are way out of line with the av- 
erage over the past 35 or so 
years. How might you justify 
them? The period that best 
combines the present experi- 
ence of low inflation and rea- 
sonable growth was the 1960s. 
The ABN- Amro team which 
produced these graphs argues 
that the priee/eamings ratio 
now is similar to - though 
rather above - the 1960s leveL 

These are historic levels. 



HAMISH 

MCRAE 

Prices are a bit high 
but given a decent 
summer and autumn, 
they should be okay 


comparing share prices with the 
earnings out-turn. If you take in- 
stead prospective p/e ratios, 
where prices are compared 
with the expected earnings, the 
present ratios are around 20. 
The team reckons that the 
prospective p/e that can be sus- 
tained in the long-term is 
around 17. 

The sustainable dividend 
yield is put at 3.5 per cent So 
until earnings come up a bit - 
as they may in the second half 
of this year - share prices do 
look on the high side, but they 
don't look absurdly high if 
economic prospects are indeed 
as good or better than they 
were in the 1960s. 


Trailing PE ratio 


There are other ways of 
valuing shares than the rather 
old-fashioned p/e ratios and 
dividend yields. You can for ex- 
ample look at the relationship 
■ with bonds and with index- 
linked gilts. The ABN-Amro 
team has brought these 
together into a composite 
valuation. Its conclusion? That 
prices are on the high side by 
historical standards but not at 
the extreme level they were at 
last summer. 

That would certainly seem a 
good common sense conclu- 
sion. Provided the economy 
and earnings recover in the sec- 
ond half of this year you can still 
be reasonably optimistic about 
the market in the coming 
months. 

So let's accept this as the 
base position: prices are a bit too 
high but given a decent summer 
and autumn they should still be 
okay. Now let’s ask what the sur- 
prises might be, starting with 
the pleasant ones. 

surprise number one would 
be a stronger- than -expected 
UK recovery in the autumn. To 
get that you would need rather 
more confident consumers 
than we have at present, plus 
almost certainly a weaker ster- 
ling against the euro to boost 
exports. You would also need 
sustained demand in the big 
three Continental markets, par- 
ticularly in the biggest, Ger- 


many -which would be surprise 
number two. 

Surprise number three would 
be the long-awaited recovery in 
Japan. The whole of the re- 
gion, and China in particular: is 
desperate to see Japanese 
growth. Question: does the good 
first quarter performance of 
the Tbkyo stock market, which 
was up 10.6 per cent in dollar 
terras, signal the start of a sus- 
tained economic recovery? 
Probably not yet, so it would be 
a pleasant surprise were it to 
occur. 

Finalfy, surprise number four 
would be a continuation of solid 
US growth but growth associ- 
ated with a narrowing current 
account gap rather than a soar- 
ing one. Up to now the surpris- 
es have been the extraordinary 
strength of US demand But the 
trade imbalances, particularly 
with Japan and China, are 
stretching limits of the sustain- 
able. What is needed is sus- 
tainable growth, relying not 
quite so much on the domestic 
consumer and helped by rising 
exports. 

Now the negative surprises. 
These are really the mirror- 
image of the List above. First 
would come a disappointing UK 
growth performance this year, 
still possible but maybe looking 
a little less likely than it was a 
month ago. Maybe the relative- 
ly optimistic Treasury forecast 
will turn out right after all 


Trailing dividend yield 
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Surprise two would be a fail- 
ure of the German economy to 
stage much of a recovery this 
year - if the first quarter turns 
out to be negative the country 
will have experienced a techni- 
cal recession. Everyone could 
live with that provided they 
could see better tunes ahead. 
What they, or rather the mar- 
kets, would find harder to stom- 
ach would be a flat summer and 
autumn. Germany has grown 
some of its own problems under 
the new government, hut it is 
particularly vulnerable to (rou- 
ble in eastern and central Eu- 
rope. If Germany fails to recover; 
France and particularly Italy will 
have a very difficult autumn. 

Problem number three 
would be a continued down 
ward spiral in Japan, not so 
much for what that does to 
Japan itself (though that would 
be very unpleasant for the 
Japanese people) but more for 
what it would do to the fragile 
recovery now starting in the re- 
gion. The Japanese influence 
goes far beyond trading rela- 
tions, for Japan has extensive in- 
vestment in local plants, many 
of which are running far below 
capacity - it needs an increase 
in domestic demand to crank up 
these factories, and hence the 
local economies. 

And finally the US. The sin- 
gle biggest question is not so 
much the external imbalance, 
but the extent to which domes- 
tic demand has been sustained 
by the soaring stock market 
When Wall Street dips, expect a 
dip elsewhere. But watch more 
for the impact on the US econ- 
omy. The question no-one can 
know is the extent to which the 
long boom has been sustained 
by high share prices - much 
higher in relative terms than 
those here. 

When valuations are a bit 
stretched, as they are now, they 
are obviously more vulnerable 
to disappointments than they 
are likely to be affected by the 
pleasant surprises. Indeed they 
need the pleasant surprises to 
support present values. Will 
they continue to get them? 
Happy Easter. 


V 






<?v// 

mzi 


I 


Swallow rejects revised 

offers for two breweries 


THE ATTEMPTS by Sundfcr- 
land-based Swallow Group to 
sell its two breweries de- 
scended to near farce yesterday 
when the company rejected 
two revised offers from the 
breweries' management team. 

Institutional investors said 
the stand-off now meant the 
group was even more vulnera- 
ble to a takeover. “It's all a bit 
of a mess." one said 

Swallow, formerly known as 
Vaux Group, has been negoti- 
ating for months to sell its 
breweries in Sunderland and 
Sheffield to a management team 
led by the brother of the former 
chairman. Sir Paul Nicholson. 

The alternative to the pro- 
posed £70m sale was almost 
certain closure, which would 
have led to the loss of 700 jobs 


B V NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 

and damage to the local repu- 
tation of the Nicholson family, 
which has run the business 
for generations. 

Fallowing the rejection of 
its o riginal offer last week, the 
breweries' management, 
backed by the Alchemy venture 
capital group, tabled two re- 
vised offers yesterday. * 

The first would have seen it 
double the offer price if Swal- 
low agreed to sell all the 660 
tenanted pubs instead of the 350 
previously proposed The other 
offer involved a reduced offer 
price if combined with a short- 
ened beer supply agreement. 

Swallow’s chief executive 
Peter Catesby immediately re- 


jected the new proposals as “in- 
adequate". He described the re- 
vised beer supply option as 
“worse than the original offer" 
while the plan to involve all the 
pubs “was some £20m less than 
the value of the assets," he said 

Mr Catesby said the man- 
agement buyout's plan was al- 
ready £l5m less than the value 
of the individual parts of the 
business. He concluded “life do 
not propose to pursue further 
discussions with Alchemy and 
the MBO on this baas. We re- 
main prepared to review any 
new proposals put to us." 

Although there has been in- 
terest from Mansfield Brewery 
in the Sheffield site there have 
been no other offers for the Sun- 
deriand hneway SwaDowshares 
dosed unchanged at 295p. 


Yahoo! buys Internet broadcaster 


YAHOO!, the Internet search 
engine provider yesterday 
strengthened its grip on cyber- 
space with the acquisition of 
BroadcasLcom, a broadcaster of 
video and audio programmes 
over the World Wide Web. for 
$5.7bn in stock, writes Peter 
Thai Larsen. 

The acquisition will allow 
Yahoo! to take advantage of the 
growing demand for audio and 
video broadcasting over the In- 


ternet and the exponential 
growth in such programming 
that is expected to occur as mil- 
lions of computer users upgrade 
to high-speed Internet connec- 
tions in coming years. 

BroadcasLcom beams every- 
thing from presidential speech- 
es. to investor conference calls 
and lingerie catwalk fashion 
shows over the web. The deal is 
the second multi-biQkin dollar ac- 
quisition for Yahoo! this year as 


it attempts to attract more users 
to its sites, ta January it bought 
C^otities, which operates online 
communities, for $4.6bn. 

Meanwhile CBS, the televi- 
sion group, splashed out $L5hn 
on Ui£WNttProductians,aTV 
production group whose pro- 
grammes include “The Oprah 
Winfrey Show". The deal wiD bol- 
ster CBS's distribution and pro- 
duction businesses as it seeks to 
control more erf the shows it airs. 





The Independent/Independent on 
Sunday have joined forces with 
Inter-Continental Hotels and Resorts 
to offer readers a fabulous weekend 
promotion. Numerous 
hotels in the UK and Europe are 
participating, offering four and five 
star accommodation from as little as 
£69.50 per double room, per night 
inclusive of breakfast and tax. 


iSfcfe? 


The Inter-Continental Hotels and Resorts special offer is available 
at 11 hotels in a fantastic choice of locations: London., Edinburgh, 
Hamburg, Munich, Athens, Stuttgart, Frankfurt and Brussels. 
Each of the participating hotels is perfectly located for the city’s 
shopping areas, tourist attractions, theatres, galleries, parks and 
other places of interest This amazing two for one deal offers savings 
of fifty per cent off the hotels’ weekend rates and is available 
exclusively to Independent readers until 30 May 1999. 



George InterContinental Edinburgh (left). Hotel Inter-Continental Hamburg (right) 


TO BOOK YOUR HOTEL: 

Simply call Inter-Contmental’s Central 
Reservations Office on 0181 847 2277 and 
quote the Independent Hotel Promotion. 
Then send two tokens from the five that 
will appear in The Independent and The 
Independent on Sunday between 1 April 
1999 and 5 April 1999 (inclusive). To 
validate your offer, please send the 
tokens with the completed application 
form to The Independent Inter- 
Continental Offer, Public Relations Dept, 
Hotel Inter-Continental London, 1 
Hamilton Place, Hyde Park Corner, 
London, WlV 0QY 

WHAT YOUR HOTEL OFFER 
INCLUDES: 

The special rates are available on Friday, 


Saturday and Sunday nights only. To 
qualify you must stay a minimum of two 
nights. Rates quoted are per double room 
per night and include full breakfast and. 
all taxes and service charges. Each hotel 
offers the very highest level of service and 
facilities including superb accommodation, 
great restaurants and bars, 24 hour room 
service, laundry and dry cleaning, in-room 
satellite TV with movies, radio, minibar 
and direct dial telephone. Some also have 
health dubs and fitness centres. All offer 
the friendly efficient service that you would 
expect from the world's most global hotel 
company. 


Call Inter-Continental’s Central 
Reservations Office on 0181 847 2277 


EDINBURGH 

George Inter-Contfnental 
Rate: £75 per double room per night. 
In the city centre, close to Princes 
Street, Edinburgh Castle, Holyrood 
Palace, the entertainment area and 
other attractions. 

HAMBURG 

Hotel Inter-Continental 
Rate: DM 147.50 per double room per 
night. Overlooking the Outer-Alster 
Lake, walking distance to the city cen- 
tre, fairgrounds and congress centre. 
Facilities include a rooftop restaurant 
and indoor swimming pool. 


MUNICH 
Forum Hotel 

Rate: DM 1 30 per double room per 
night. Modern hotel in the city centre, 
near the River Isar and famous 
Deutsches Museum. The subway 
station is within the same building 
complex with direct access to the main 
tourist and shopping areas. 

ATHENS 

Athenaeum Inter-Continental 

Rate: US $94.50 per double room per 
night. Centrally located in the heart of 
the business district, with a 
spectacular view of the Acropolis. 






Name 


Address 


Postcode 


The fall list of participating hotels will appear on Monday 5 April 1999 


Booking Ref: No. 

.SEND TO The Independent Inter-Continental Offer, Public Relations 
Dept, HoteJtaer-Comtaental London, 1 Hamilton Place, Hyde Park 
Conan; London, WlV OQY 
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Ashcroft lesson in acquiring by mirrors 


WITH TWO botched profit war nings 
under its belt, the board of Corporate 
Services Group is dearly not up to 
much, which is why the three warn 
shareholders have lost patience and 
requisitioned an emergency meeting 
to get rid of the chairman, rammer , 
dal director and three Dort-execs. 

But not even a board blessed 
with the wisdom of Job could be ex- 
pected to get its mind around the 
takeover bid spnmg yesterday by the 
Ftakfa-based Michael Ashcroft, who, 
among other things, also happens to 

be Tbiy party treasurer 

Here is a sample from the terms 
o f the offer (appendix. 3) . ‘‘The Addi- 
tional Cash Element will be calcu- 
lated by Rea Brothers Limited for 
each Corporate Services share as the 

lower of XL3ip and the product of the 
following (rounded down to two 
places of decimals): 

E 

N 

Where: P is the aggregate of the 
proceeds of sale, less expenses, of all 
the Tyco shares transferred by Port- 
land (converted into sterling, if ap- 
propriate) and apy cash subscribed 
by Portland pursuant to the placing 
and N is the number of Corporate 
Services shares toy which the Offer re- 
lates.” 

Got that? Of course, the poor old 
souls at Corporate Services haven’t 
which is wfay their advisers gamely 
responded yesterday by asking for a 



Outlook 


meeting with Mr Ashcroft “in order 

togainabetoimdeistancfingrtfthe 
consideration being offered and the 
terms of the offer*'. 

Shareholders are, meanwhile, 
strongly urged to take no action. Tbo 
late. Schraders. MAM and M&G, who 
control 3L6 per cent of the shares, 
have already rejected the offer and 
are pressing ahead with their 
scheme to evict the board. 

Even in its simplest form the 
Ashcroft offer is fiendishly difficult to 
understand, wbichis almost certainly 
deliberate. One Belize-registered 
company merges with another 
Guernsey-registered company and 
then raises money by issuing shares 

to another company (aTt tiirpp hoing 

controlled by Mr Ashcroft) which un- 
derwrites the share offering using the 
Ashcroft stake in a fourth company. 

Corporate Services was faOtog in 


value by the day until the Ashcroft bkl 
popped up and even now it is bard 
to know what the business iswurth. 
But it is easy to see why the three 
main shareholders are not keen on 
swopping their investment for shares 
man offshore company controlled by 
a stogie shareholder who g)e$ to such 
convoluted lengths to confuse his 
trafl. One just wanders what William 
Hague makes of it aL 

Economy 

THE METAPHORICAL temperature 
of the economy is rising with the ther- 
momrfec Spring is opening shoppers' 
wallets and even sending a glimmer 
of s unlight through die dark clouds 
lowering over manufa cturing in 
short, (he improvement in pundits’ 
level of optimism over recent weeks 
suggests they were all suffering 
from seasonal affective depression. 
Now the days are getting longer; they 
are flocking to upgade their forecasts 
for growth this year This mood of 
good cheer rests on the assumption 
that the Bank of England will con- 
tinue to make sfaiHul use of the in- 
terest rate throttle to achieve the soft 
landing. This might or might not be 
correct Afterits big catch-up last au- 
tumn, (he MFC collectively probably 
feelsit is now pretty dose to the right 
level of rates. 

We are in fix another mood swing, 


however Most of this year’s growth 
wQl take place after June. So fix the 
economy has been pretty subdued 
and ft w31 prababty stay so for the next 
couple of months. There was nextto 
no increase in national output in the 
final quarter of last year In the first 
quarto' of this year retail sales have 
been flat, industrial output has beer 
flat to falling and unemployment 
has started to creep up. Fbr all the 
improvement in the surveys pub- 
lished yesterday, both were less 
weak rather than significantly 
stronger 

Whafs more, it is the weakness of 
the economy, not its gathering 
strength, that wifi prompt any further 
interest rate reductions. Weakness 
now is needed to generate the MFC- 
driven upturn economists are hop- 
ing for later 

Whether it will all wash out at zero 
growth in 1899 or 1 per cent or more 
still depends on events well outside 
the control of the Bank of England, 
however The pilots might look as 
though (hey are about to land safe- 
ty in calm and sunny weather but the 
world climate could yet inflict a 
nasty storm. 

BP Amoco Arco 

SIZE ISN’T everything, insisted the 
diminutive Sir John Browne yester- 
day as he duly unveiled the deal that 


turns BP Amoco into the world’s 
biggest oft producer outside of Opec 
But he will have to work harder than 
last time to persuade the world that 
BP Amoco Arco is about more than 
just aggrandisement 

The markets are already fretting 
that Sr John may have overpaid 
while the regulators wiQ make him 
sell off a third of the groin's combined 
acreage in Alaska to satisfy compe- 
tition concerns. 

As befits a deal of this size, there 
are some other big numbers floating 
around, including a $400m tax charge 
and a $20bn goodwill writeoff But the 
secret of goodwill accounting is to 
make the figure so big that the ana- 
lysts look through ft. In any case, ft 
will more or less be paid for by the 
projected $ibn of annualised savings. 

Sir John is alive to the fact that 
scale carries with it disadvantages as 
well as advan tage s and he i«; fockfmg 
them head on Since BP Amoco 
does not have to pretend this is a 
merger it can dispense with the 
niceties immediatefy. That means the 
whole Arco board wiD be cleared out, 
suitably compensated of course, 
while nearly ail of the 2,000 job loss- 
es, including those in the UK will be 
at the expense of Arco employees. 

But there is one disadvantage of 
scale that Sir John can do nothing 
about The Arco merger will in- 
crease BP Amoco’s weighting in toe 
FTSE100 Index to nearly 10 per 


cent, perilously dose to the limit at 
which many index t racking funds 
have to step bdying. Without them pil- 
ing in, BP Amoco can no longer count 
on the phenomenon of “index pow- 
ering" to drive its share price ever 
higher- (me of the reasons it was able 
to use paper to acquire Arco, Then 
again, having swallowed Amoco for 
lweakfiastandArcof(>relevenses,Sr 
John will surely want to take his time 
identifying something for lunch. 

Cable & Wireless 

CAN IT really only be four months 
since Dick Brown walked out of 
Cable & Wireless? At the time, the 
general view was that the Texan’s 
two-year tenure as chief executive 
had been a success. Now the pic- 
ture looks rather different A 23- 
page lawsuit filed by C&W in a 
court in Delaware, places a huge 
question mark next to the US in- 
ternet business it bought from MCI 
WorldCom for $l.7bn last Septem- 
ber At the time Mr Brown, with his 
usual restraint, hailed the deal as 
a “huge leap". It now appears he 
was sold a pup. Since C&W took 
control revenue growth has slowed, 
service quality has slumped, and 
customers have been leaving in 
droves. 

C&W claims this is ail MCI 
Woridcom’s fault The US group has 


allegedly breached the terms of the 
agreement with C&W by not trans- 
ferring enough staff, attempting to 
poach customers, and generally 

m a kin g life difficult for the new own- 

ers. However; this raises questions 
about Mr Brown’s supposedly leg- 
endary deal-making skills . Sign- 
ing an agreement that relied so 
.heavily on MCI - once described as 
a law firm with a satellite dish on 
the roof - was perhaps asking for 
trouble. 

AD this means relativefylittle fbr 
Mr Brown, safely ensconced at 
BIDS’ headquarters back in Texas 
(although EDS shareholders may 
want to take another look at the 
strategic alliance Mr Brown signed 
with MCI Worldcora, to great ac- 
claim. back in January). For C&W, 
however; it further stretches the 
odds of it surviving as an indepen- 
dent company. Sure, C&W may win 
the case. But in the fast-forward 
world of the internet C&W has al- 
ready lost vital ground to its rivals. 
No amount of riamagps win ever en- 
able it to recover that ground. 

C&W shares lost less than 3 per 
cent of their value yesterday, re- 
flecting the market’s belief that they 
are trading at a discount to the 
value of C&W’s assets. Mr Wallace 
may have little choice but to realise 
that value by breaking up the com- 
pany If he doesn’t do it, somebody 
else might 
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Workers entering Fbnfs Dagenham plant which will take the taunt of cuts JohnVoos 


Ford to slash 680 UK 
jobs as sales drop 



FORD YESTERDAY announced 
it was to shed 680 jobs, and man- 
agement sources revealed teat 
short-time working at its biggest 
plant would continue for atleast 
another three months. 

The cufbackin the company's 
workforce is part of a drive for 
higher productivity The contin- 
ued reduction in the working 
week from five days to fourat the 
Dagenham works in Essex has 
been prompted by disappointing 
sales in Europe. 

It is also' understood that 
management is considering 

1 whether to lengthen the normal 

two week “down" period at the 
Essex complex that produces 
the Fiesta. Dagenham has been 
on a four-day week since last 
October and its extension, 
disclosed to The Independent, 
wiU cause considerable concern 
among both employees and 
shareholders. 

The news comes less than 24 
hours after the Prime Minister 
welcomed an agreement to se- 
cure the fixture of the Rover plant 
at Longbridge. Birmingham. 


By Barrie Clement 
L abour Editor 

Referring to the Ford job 
cuts, Tony Woodley, national of- 
ficial of the Transport and Genr 
eral Workers’ Union, said that 
while the redundancies were 
voluntary which might suit olds - 
workers who wanted to leave, 
there was stSD a “major concern” 
about the continual loss of jobs. 

“If the yearfy cull continues 
without som^hingbeangdoneto 
create newjobs or atleast main- 
tain jobs, there will be no-one 
left,” he said. 

Fiord said the voluntary pro- 
gramme would begin immedi- 
ately and finish towards in July. 
Most jobs win be lost at the Hale- 
wood and Dagenham plants. 

The breakdown of job losses 
is: Avelqy in Essex, 20; Belfast, 
16 ; Dagenham, 220; Daventxy, 
Northamptonshire, 15; Enfield, 
north London, 20; Halewood, 
260; Swansea, 52; Southampton, 
70 and Duntonin Essex; four 
Some 625 hourfypaid and 55 
white-collar jobs are to go. 


A Fbrd spokesman stressed 
there would be no compulsory 
redundancies and that some 
jobs would go through early re- 
tirement. 

Flo Clucas, deputy leader of 
Iiverpool City Council, said that 
it was disappointing when any 
jojjs were lost in the area: “Ford 
is an extremely important part 
of the Merseyside economy and 
with the advent offtie 'Baby Jag 1 , 
we hoped we would be seeing an 
improved job situation. We will 
do all we canto minimise the im- 
pact of ary job losses.” 

A line mamte nar^ rp wnrfcpraT 

the Halewood plant who asked 
not to be named, said: “I haverit 
heard about it but it’s inevitable. 
It’s going to happen across the 
board. I can imagine more job 
losses to come.” 

A group leader in charge of 12 
men at the same works said: 
*Tve only just heard the news 
myselfon the radio. Iwill be one 
to go if its true. Dfs sad especially 
for the youngs lads. Iam 52 now 
and I would say I'm out - it’s as 
simp le as that” 


Discover the magic of digital 
photography with this complete 
package that includes top 
spec FamilyPC, digital camera, 
printer, scanner and much more 
for just £799+ VAT 

Buy the EXEC model now & pay 
nothing until March 2000 with our 
No Deposit, Interest Free Option! 

400-3o 

PhotoStudio PC 

• AMD 400MHz K6-2 3D processor • 3D Now! 
Technology for the best 3D performance • 64Mb 
SDRAM* 4.3Gb Hard disk • 32x CD-ROM Drive 

• 8Mb ATI 3D AGPx2 Graphics • 3D 
Soundblaster 64PCI Wavetable sound 

• 14’ digital colour screen ■ 512K cache 

• 56K PCI voice/fax/dala modem 

■ All standard features including i , 44 Mb floppy drive, 
Windows 9 a Keytxrard, Mouse. Video trainer, Recovery 
disk, AntrVinjs & afl software backup CDs 

EXEC Model: Include 5 top games, joystick, 
gamepad, microphone, and T 3 extra CD Wes for just 
£99 plus VAT = 21 1 6.33 Extra. 
fiWuacoCes rh® 4/0-2D 361 Ejk >-* 36C 


EASTER 



Save over £400 

on many models see in-store for details 
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BT cuts call cost to mobiles 


CM 


n per 
art of 


BRITISH^ TELECOMS yesterday 
said it would cut die cost of 
calliiig' mobile phones from its 
fixed-line network by an average 
of more than 25 per cent as it 
complies with a ruling by the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission (MMO. 

The new rates mil take effect 
from 30 April and wpl'vary de- 
pending on the mobile network 
being called and the time of day 
Fbr example, the weekend rate 



a BT line wiD go down to 2p a 
minute GnchidTngVAD. 

The move follows the MMCs 


. ruling last December that BT 
and the UK's two largest mobile 
phone companies, \bdafone and 
Cellnet, must cut the prices 
they charge fin’ calls between 
mobile and few! phone cus- 
tomers by 25 per cent 
. . “Ifce new lower prices reflect 
fewer costs and reduced pay- 
ments that BT has agreed with 
Cellnet and Vodafone following 
last year’s inquiry by the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
misskm,’ , aBT^wkesmansakL 
M prices have been reduced, 

the wife variation in prices re- 
flecting the ter m in a tion rates 


that BT is charged by the mo- 
bile operators. The termination 
rates are set independently by 
the mobile operators, within 
the constraints set by the MMC. 

Oftel, the telecoms regulator 
referred the case to the MMC 
last year cm concern the three 

wptp iiCTTg thefr dominant mar - 

ket positions to keep mobile 
phone prices artificially high. 

Competition has already 
forced prices down. The cost of 
a daytime caff from a BT line to 
a mobOe phone wiD have halved 
over the past fouryeais once the 
new rates are introduced. 
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Digital Camera 


Supati cEgitel camera that uses 
nofHnand comes complete 
with a'c adapter RRP £ 239 . 

Simply take snaps and load 
them in to your PC. 

I'^ 1 J Printer 

Epson Stylus 300. 720 dpi 
colour inkjet printer allows 
you to print out your 
pictures (RRP £ 119 ). 

Choice of printer 
cables at extra cost 
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Advanced A4 
cotour scanner 
aisc worksas’ 
a photocopier and 
lax machine {RRP £1 IS) 


APR 

ITS* 

APR 

««£MS 



ld :| ,fyW6 Extra Items 

• ISM Speech software • 7 Lotus business pacta 
■ 7 home files • 7 Educational Titles 

• Family + Pack* Modem Internet Pack 

Two Special Finance Options 
1. Pay Nothing Until March 2000 

12 Months Interest Free Option on Exec models only 

0% 

26 $ 


fbr salespeople who 
take the time 

to understand 

your needs 

for clear explanations 

in plain English 

-not jargon 

to cut out the 
middleman and cut 
the cost of computers 

to visit us 

- we probably have a 
Time store with easy 
parking, within 
15 minutes drive of 
your home 


for help Aadifce on choosing 
ihe tight PC. cafi Wo yow local 

Tane ewe, speak to <u advisors 

andpekupj torn 

FREE video pack 


Typical finance Ear?*: 

No deposit In 18 norths ePier pay 
catfipnced£ 1 DOOAfflO% 
a 36 mcrtfB a £ 4 & 3 £. 
fee ptt £ 1730.01 AfflSSK. 


2. Time Low APR Purchase Plan 

on any model 

Typcal finance Example: 
APR CasfipnceSIOM Ho deposit 
% jvBsra 


ara]4& mmitbs at £27.33 
IbUprae £ 131104 . APR im. 


we’re on your side 


The award winning. PC manutaeforer 
that's the UKts largest PC retailer 
NOW OPEN JN HUJFWATER & BYFLEET 


Direct order line Freephone 

0800 771107 

Open: Mcn-Fri 8J3flam-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm 
Son & Bank Holidays 10am-4pm 
Offer ends 7th April 
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Over 120 stores nationwide Open late everyday 
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For details of your nearest store 

Freephone 

0800 316 2 317 

Information fines open 9am-7pm everyday 
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BUSINESS/23 


Blue chips end 
April Fool’s day 
on a dull note 


BLUE CHIPS hita record high 
but ended April Fboi's dayon 
a humourless note. After sag* 
ing 103J points to a new 6 ^ 99.1 
trading peak, Fbotsie ran out 
of enthusiasm and felled even 
to aduere a dosing record. The 
final calculation was up 34.7 at 
6,330, just 5.7 from the hi gfr 
reached last month. 

The stock market stalled 
when New York, a gam demon- 
strating its awesome power 
over London, opened on a 
hesitant note. There are fears 
that, with the Balkan crisis 
intaasifying, the world's largest 
market could be in for an 
uncertain run. 

-But until New York’s sub- 
dued display equities boomed 
as the market was captivated 
by lower interest rates hopes 
mid gleeful anticipation of 
more mega deals. 

.. The rush into Personal Eq- 
uity Plans and jockeying ahead 
oftheend of the tax year were 
decisive influences as share 
volume once again nudged 1.2 


VFG, the video and film 
facilities group capitalised 
at £ 12 . 6 m, is planning to 
expand in Europe and 
Australia. 

-It is raising £10m, 
placing shares at 50p 
each, the price shaded 
LSp to 52p. As part of the 
revamp David Hudd, 
formerly of Vardon, 
becomes chairman. 

The group, which hopes 
its overseas expansion will 
produce a more even 
profits flow between the 
two half years, has 
achieved profits of £1.18m. 
up 30 per cenL 


tBfiioa. It was again a day for 
afoe chip chasing, with mid cap 
shares left in the cold, although 
; thesmall caps managed mod- 
el^ headway. 

The market has this year 
experienced the wall of money 
argument as cash ridi institu- 
tions have piled in and private 
investors have scrambled to 
buy FEPs; it is estimated that 
PEP business in Fbbruaiy and 
March was up 63 per cent on 
the same months last yean 

BP Amoco kept the merg- 
er pot boiling when it duty 
rolled out its take over of At- 
lantic Richfield, which will 
make institutional investors 
even more under weight in the 
stock. The claim by the Ing 
investment house in New "York 
that the shares were overval- 
ued took the shine off the price; 
it fell 39p to i,009.5p. 

Banks and drugs captured 
the bid imagination. Persis- 
tent rumours again swirled of 


soared T^p (after 104p) to 
L858p and Halifax rose 27p to 
78&5p. Bank of Scotland, pos- 
sibly the favourite for bid at- 
tention, gained 4L5p to 867 -5p, 
and National Westminster 
B ank added 35p to l,463p. 

Drugs saw Glaxo Well- 
come 82p higher and Zeneca 
109p up at 3,037p. There was a 
yam that Glaxo intended to 
barge into the merger between 
Astra of Sweden and Zeneca. 
Bid the drugs giant appeared 
to haws left any intervention too 
late. 

Next week AstraZeneca 
makes its debut and the heavy 
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bqpngznay have been fuelled 
by institutional shareholders 
establishing their positions be- 
fore the deal is concluded. 
Glaxo is more likely to try to 
resurrect deals with either 
Bristol Myers Squibb or 
SmithKlme Beecham. 

Supermarket chain Safe- 
way was at one time B.75p 
higher as bid stories resur- 
faced. The shares ended 5p 
harder at 24725p. 

The re-appearance of leg- 
endary deal maker Michael 
Ashcraft with a takeover bid for 
troubled Corporate Services 
enlivened the undercard. His 
Carlisle vehicle is merging 
with his US operation and bid- 
ding in cash and shares up to 
£ 282 m for troubled Corporate 
Services, 2Ip higher at 94-5p. 

Hall Engineering rose 
14-5p to 155p as the manage- 
ment buy-out came in at I55p 
a share. Rival bidden the TT 
conglomerate, is pondering 
whether to top the managers' 
offer 

Take over chatter edged 
Cox Insurance 25p higher at 
165p and engineer Ahtmasc 
13.5p to 105p. 

But the latest PUkingtoD bid 
stoiywas shattered. Saint Gob- 
ain, the French group, denied 
the bid rumour and once again 
Pi&s shares cracked, down 6p 
to 76.5p with accusations going 
the rounds that old-fashioned 



ramp had been cleverly exe- 
cuted. 

EMI, the showbiz group, 
was on key with a 17.25p gain 
to 459.5p. Stockbroker Suther- 
lands regard the shares as ahit 
after talking to the company. 

Tfelecoms were back in de- 
mand. Vodafone (Sailed a 31p 
gain to 1482 p ahead of quar- 
terly mobifo phone figures and 
BTs decision to cut mobile call 
charges; BT gained I7p to 
LQ28p- Securicor, still reflect- 
ing hopes BT wfll take full 
control of the Cellnet mobile 
phone gimp, gained 22Jip to 
568p.CottTdecomrose32pto 
l.Z^ and Telewest Commu- 
nications, encouraged by pos- 
itive comments from Morgan 


Stanley, finned 8Jjpto277.25p. 

RaUtrack remained under 
the whip of regulatory worries, 
giving up 54p at L368p. Diageo, 
off 20p to 676p, was ruffled by 
fears that LVMH, the French 
luxury goods group battlingfor 
control of the Gucci fashion 
business, may sell its remain- 
ing 6.6 per cent stake 

Cable & Wireless was an- 
other under pressure, losing 
22p to 752p. It is suing the 
American group MCI, following 
their Internet deal and there is 
continuing speculation that 
the Chinese government 
wants to offload its 13 per cent 
interest in Cable-controlled 
Hong Kong Tfelecom. 

Scotia, the drugs group, 
softened to lOIJSp. Founder 
and former fhairrnan David 
Horrobin is thought to have far- 
ther reduced his 11 per cent 
stake. Perpetual seems to have 
been the buyer lifting its in- 
terest to 1L3 per cent 

Acont the comp u ter group, 
logged a I7.5p gainto217.5p. It 


AEA TECHNOLOGY, the 
privatised engineering 
services group, has had a 
torrid week with its 
shares, following a profits 
warning, slumping from 
617 Jp to 343.5p. They 
were l,029p last summer. 

There are signs the fail 
has been too steep. 
Investec Henderson 
Crosth waite is one house 
believing the decline has 
been over done and 
WestLB Panmure say the 
shares should be 450p. 
Director buying helped 
the price np 2.5p to 346p 
yesterday. 


raised eyebrows by moving its 
24.4 per cent stake in Arm, the 
chip maker to its Applied Rise 
Technologies off-shoot The 
group wants to cash in its Arm 
shardrolding, possdhh* distrib- 
uting the shares to its share- 
holders, but has been inhibited 
by tax problems Acorn said the 
switch did not imply any deal 
was imminent 

Arm rose S5p to 2,735p; the 
shares arrived at around 8G0p 
a year ago. The Arm stake is 
worth £3 15m, which compares 
with Acorn's capitalisation of 
less than £200m. 

Bernard Matthews, the 
meat group, held at 129p with 
Investec Henderson Crosth- 
waite saying the shares of- 
fered good value. 

Stockbroker Raphael Zorn 
Hemsley fell 25p to 67.5p fol- 
lowing a surprise profit warn- 
ing. Tie shares were I375plast 
year The insurance specialist 
Mamed a -poor market" in re- 
cent months. Bfick, an elec- 
tronics group which produced 
a profit warning on Wednesday 
fdl a further 625p to 1973p: the 
shares touched 457.5p last year 

Save, the hard-pressed 
petrol retaflen finned 4p to 39p 
with indications the industry gi* 
ants are increasing their fore- 
court prices fuelling the gain. 

Dentmaster. which spe- 
cialises in knocking dents out 
of car bodies, held at 5p. It 
raised around £57500 placing 
shares at 4J25p The cash will be 
used to fundUS expansion. 

SEAQ VOLUME: l_2bn 
SEAQ TRADES: 111538 


Things are looking up for 
beleaguered engineers 


ARE WE starting to see the 
glimmer of an investment op- 
portunity in Britain’s belea- 
guered engineering sector? 
The engineers have had a 
torrid time of late, hit by the 
combination of a global eco- 
nomic slowdown, a strong 
pound and the evaporation of 
• pricing power. 

Over the last year the gen- 
eral engineering sector has 
under-performed the rest of 
the market by 23 per cent Last 
year was scarred by a raft of 
profits warnings and down- 
grades as metal-bashers be- 
came one of the stock 
market’s great untouchables. 

Things have started to run, 
however. Since the dark days 
of early October, when the 
whole market bottomed out, 
there has been a gradual im- 
provement 

The sector's full year re- 
sults season - nearly all the 
general engineers reported in 
March - was completed with 
barely a hiccup. There was one 
profits warning relating to a 
non-trading issue at Morgan 
Crucible but other companies 
came through unscathed. This 
bas facilitated the start of a re- 
rating, and engineering ana- 
lysts are beginning to make 
encouraging noises about 
prospects. 

“Now we have got through 
the results season it is clear 
that the worst fears of the 


BY NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 

market have not been re- 
alised," says Guy Hewitt at 
Charterhouse Tilney. “Com- 
panies have shown that they 
can -be more resilient in diffi- 
cult markets" 

Though markets are still dif- 
ficult and the outlook is mixed. 
Mr Hewitt is positive on the 
sector. 

“The next movement 
should be upwards,” he says, 
“though we may have to wait 
for the outlook statements 
with the interim results before 
we know for sure. But the 
sector is definitely under- 
valued.” 

Paul Compton at Merrill 
Lynch agrees, saying the sec- 
tor “should start to outper- 
form” and that the risks are 
now far lower than in Novem- 
ber, when stock markets still 
looked vulnerable and demand 
uncertain. 

History is certainly on the 
sector's side. According to 
Charterhouse Tilney, this 
cyclical sector is now at the 
same level relative to the All 
Share index as it was at the 
bottom of the last cycle in 
1993. The broker says there is 
currently limited share price 
downside. 

There are several reasons 
for this. First the economic 
outlook is much better than it 


ENGINEERING SECTOR: AT A GLANCE 
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was back in November. The 
prospect of outright recession 
looks limited and engineers 
are proving resilient in mar- 
kets that are still tough. 

Second, interest rates are 
coming down, which should 
support demand, particularly 
in key markets such as the UK 
and the US. 

The strength of sterling 
continues to be a factor for en- 
gineers but at current levels 
company profitability should 


not be bit by another wave of 
exchange rate costs. 

Another boost is corporate 
activity, which has been gath- 
ering pace, with deals includ- 
ing TRW-LucasVarity going 
through and others, such as an 
FKI buyout, being rumoured. 

Problems remain, however. 
The lack of price inflation is 
putting pressure on margins 
and this is expected to con- 
tinue. Supply-side pressures 
will also remain as demand 


continues to be precarious. 
The companies that will be 
able to defend prices and vol- 
umes best are those with 
strong market shares and 
unique products. Pressure will 
be greatest at the commodity 
end of the market. 

Which companies look the 
best bets? McKechnie, which 
impressed with results earlier 
this week, is favoured. It has 
strong market shares and is 
not overly exposed to the trou- 
bled automotive sector. It is 
improving margins and has 
the firepower to fund 1200m of 
acquisitions. 

Body cote International, the 
metals testing and materials 
processing group, is another 
rated a buy by analysts, sup- 
ported by good growth 
prospects and continued ac- 
quisitions. 

Analysts also like the look 
of FKI. the materials han- 
dling, electrical equipment 
and windows group. 

Elsewhere, the jury is still 
out on Tomkins, which is 
struggling to shake off its 
diversified industrials tag 
despite being reclassified as 
an engineer. 

Though yield support is 
strong, the company has fall- 
en so far out of favour that 
something more drastic than 
the recently announced £400m 
share buy-back might be 
necessary. 


Skillsgroup makes £ 32 . 5 m acquisition 


SKILLSGROUP. the computer 
services group, yesterday 
announced its third deal in less 
than a month with the acquisi- 
tion of the UK training division 
of Cap Gemini, the Anglo- 
French computer giant, for 
£32.5m. 

The deal takes Skillsgroup's 
spending on acquisitions to 
more than £70m this year in line 
with the strategy outlined in 
February by David Southworth. 
the chairman. 


By Peter thal Larsen 

The deals complete the 
transformation of Skillsgroup 
which started last year, when 
the company started selling 
non-core divisions in order to 
concentrate on training and 
the installation of large com- 
puter servers. 

"These recent transactions 
significantly enhance the earn- 
ings potential of Skillsgroup. 
moving us closer to our target 


of 10 per cent operating mar- 
gin," Mr Southworth said. 

The Cap Gemini business 
was immediately absorbed into 
QA, Skillsgroup's training divi- 
sion. Rob Burnham, QA’s man- 
aging director, said the 
acquisition would allow QA to 
offer a broader range of train- 
ingcourses. 

While QA currently spe- 
cialises in technology-based 
training, the Cap Gemini divi- 
sion provides courses in project 


management and systems de- 
velopment 

As part of the deal Cap Gem- 
ini has agreed to use the train- 
ing division as an exclusive 
supplier for two years, guaran- 
teeing Skillsgroup revenues of 
more than QOm. Last year the 
business made pre-tax profits of 
£3 2m on revenues of £16.5m. 

The acquisition is likely to 
speed the stock market’s re- 
appraisal of Skillsgroup as a 
services group, rather than a 


reseller of computer hardware. 
The shares, which were one of 
The Independent’s tips of the 
year, rose 18 jp to 323p yester- 
day. They started the year at 
below 200p. 

Analysts pointed out that 
even after their recent rise, the 
shares trade on a modest mul- 
tiple of 22 times this year's ex- 
pected earnings. The large 
discount to other companies In 
the sector means they are likely 
to rise further. 


Truth about 
Palace split 

DAVID BUCHLER. the part- 
ner with Buchler Phillips who 
withdrew as administrator of 
Crystal Palace on Tuesday is in- 
censed at how the split be- 
tween himself and Palace's 
owner, Mark Goldberg, has 
been reported. Mr Buchler said 
it was “nonsense" that his fees 
for rescuing the beleaguered 
football club had been the rea- 
son for the split 

Mr Buchler said: “I have 
never had a discussion with 
Mark Goldberg about fees - 
ever. The suggestion [in the 
press! that we were asking for 
fees of £300.000 is nonsense, 
absolute nonsense." 

Mr Buchler had been asked 
by the Palace board to become 
administrator several weeks 
ago, and went to the High Court 
on Monday to have his ap- 
pointment confirmed. Then on 
Tliesday he bad a -conversa- 
tion” with Mr Goldberg and 
decided to withdraw, he says, 
because Mr Goldberg wanted 
too much control of the rescue 
process. 

An alternative firm of corpo- 
rate rescue specialists, Moore 
Stephens Booth White, were 
appointed administrators on 
Wednesday in Mr Buchler's 
place. Simon Paterson and 
David Ralph of Moore Stephens 
now have three months to come 


People and j\ 
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Yesterday was, of course. 
April Pool’s Day. You can read 
the japes for yourself on 
http://uww.accountingweb.co. 
uk'dertyhtmL 


proach whereby visitors ex- 
amine a few special areas of in- 
terest." 

That's enough Orals Day. I 
think. 


Funny zone Elevated 


up with a rescue plan for Palace, 
which has debts of 522m. 

Mr Paterson said Mr Buch- 
ler had been forced to pul) out 
because Buchler Phillips had 
an involvement with another 
football club. A week 3go Buch- 
ler Phillips were appointed re- 
ceivers to Luton Town. 

Again. Mr Buchler insisted 
the real reason was a break- 
down in relations between him- 
self and Mr Goldberg. 

"Mr Goldberg wanted to con- 
trol everything himself I believe 
it would have been difficult for 
us to have achieved the main 
goal of rescuing Crystal Palace 
together.” 

He added: “Moore Stephens 
Booth White were his personal 
advisers and I wish them luck." 

Only fooling 

I NOTICED a report on an ac- 
countancy news wire on the In- 
ternet yesterday that, following 
the recently announced merg- 
er between Arthur .Andersen 
and KPMG's Canadian ac- 
countancy operations, two 
other bean-counting giants 


have been prompted to wed: 
Ernst & Young and Deloitte & 
Touche have "rocked the ac- 
countancy world by announcing 
that they are to merge", says 
the newswire. 

The firms will have equal 
roles in the new merged firm 
and the name will reflect this, 
the report continues. “It is to be 
called DeloitteEmstTouche- 
Young. or DERTY for short.” 

Can I suggest a motto for the 
enlarged firm? "Where there’s 
muck there’s brass.” 


LIVINGSTONE GUARANTEE, 
the UK's oldest and largest 
independent corporate finance 
boutique, yesterday announced 
that it is to sponsor the 
Erogenous Zone at the Millen- 
nium Dome. 

Commenting on the spon- 
sorship. Barrie Pearson. Liv- 
ingstone Guarantee's executive 
chairman, said: “The Eroge- 
nous Zone is a celebration of the 
senses. Unlike the Body Zone, 
which aims to educate visitors 
about the body, we have derid- 
ed to take a more interactive ap- 



Crystal Palace owner Mark Goldberg is said to have 
wanted too much control over the football club’s rescue 


YESTERDAY was also Maundy 
Thursday, when the Queen 
hands out alms to the poor 
and silk to the barristers. 

It is the one day of the year 
w’hen she elevates a list of bar- 
risters to the status of Queen’s 
Counsel, which means they 
can put -QC" after their name 
and charge even more for their 
services. 

Wannest congratulations 
then to Mark Phillips, an in- 
solvency specialist at Michael 
Crystal’s chambers in Gray's 
Inn. who was made a QC yes- 
terday. 

A colleague of Mr Phillips 
tells me he is a “former racing 
driver and total petrol-head.” 

Mr Phillips is famous for a 
short speech he made at a legal 
conference on the efficacy or 
otherwise of the insolvency Act 
1986. .Apparently he said he 
was driving to work recently 
when he “looked down at the 
prancing horse on my steering 
wheel and thought it s [the 
Act’sl done alright for me’." 

The prancing horse is the 
symbol of a Ferrari. 

E-mail: j.wiUeockui indepen- 
dent. co.uk 
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Rugby Union: A record campaign has further strengthened the spirit of a club pulled together by economic adversity 
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Richmond rally to the cause in training at toe Rank of England sports ground, Roehampton, for the biggest game in their histoiy, the Tetley’s Bitter Cup semi-final against Newcastle tomorrow 
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Fresh hope for tortured Richmond 
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Ijptmgstoru *No dissent here* 


THE BANE of England sports 
ground seems an ironic choice of 
training venue given the financial 
straits in winch Richmond found 
th emse lves a month or so ago - cir- 
cumstances grave enough to force 
the clnb to go into administration 
and cut back their staffinglevels and 
wagebill 

It will not sort out their cash prob- 
lems, but the Richmond players 
certainly seemed happy enough, 
carefree even, at their adopted 
headquarters in Roehampton, 
south-west London, as they com- 
pleted preparations for the biggest 
match in the dub’s history, the Tet- 
ley’s Bitter Cup semi-final against 
Newcastle at Reading’s Madejski 
Stadium tomorrow. 

It is a stage further than Rich- 
mond have ever been before in the 
knock-out competition and they 
want victory badly. “This is a very 
. important match to us," insisted 
their Argentinian scrum- half, 
Agustin Picbot “We have had prob- 
lems with our form in the league, 
there has been the problems oS the 


By David Llewellyn 


pitch and players having to leave, so 
the Cup represents a chance for us 
to put some things right.’' 

/John Kingston, the dub’s direc- 
tor of rugby, admitted: “I am excited 
about it The pressure of the off-field 
problems has eased now. I think it 
will be an enjoyable occasion. The 
problems that we have had have 
been publicised for the last month 
or so, but in reality it has been an 
extremely tough world for us for the 
lastyearorso. 

“We have been disposing of play- 
ers rather than acquiring them. It 
has come to the fore with going into 
adminis tration and the sadness of 
that but we had already reached a 
point where the recruiting had to 
stop.Wehadawage cap on our play- 
ers long before it became a topic of 
discussion and policy among the rest 
of the Premiership dubs." 

According to Kingston, adversity 
has had a positive effect on every- 
one in his charge. fe l have recruited 
80 or 70 players in my five years at 


Richmond. I have made some mis- 
takes. but the most important thing 
to me. over and above the obvious 
quality of ability, is the character of 
die player. I have a bunch of people 
who want to play for Richmond. 
When you get a kick in the bollocks 
from life it tends to pull you together 
more." 

Which is what has happened at 
Richmond. Pichot explained: “The 
recent situation has helped the plov- 
ers. It has revealed another side of 
everyone in the squad - the human 
side and that is very important for 
the team." 

As a measure of the kind of spirit 
that has been engendered at the dub 
you only had to see Adrian Davies 
helping with the training, just a 
couple of days after a visit to the dole 
office. “Adrian personifies the spir- 
it of Richmond." Kingston said. 
“Dont let anyone tell you there is dis- 
sent in the ranks here, because it 
ain’t so. We respect each other and 
work hard for each other. 

“Jim Hamil ton-Smith was on the 
bench last weekend for the Harle- 


quins match. He is another of the 
players we made redundant Yet he 
wanted to be there. I paid him out 
of my own pocket” 

And before the vultures start 
gathering looking for scrapped con- 
tracts. they would be well advised not 
waste their time. By all accounts the 
players want to stay where they are. 
Kingston explained: “The players 
have actually come to me and said. 
’So-and-so has been on the phone 
[and these are Premier league 
clubs] . what do you want me to say 
John?' I say. It's your life. You are 
out of contract.’ They tell me they 
don’t want to go. So I say to them. 
'TeU the clubs that you want to wait 
to see what happens here first.’ ** 
Pichot is a fine example. His 
contract comes up for renewal at the 
end of next month and he is going 
to have to confront the prospect of 
leaving. “I doD’t want to walk away 
from Richmond. I have been 
through hard tunes and good times 
with the club. They gave me a 
chance. But I am 24. 1 have a long 
career ahead of me and I want to be 


sure where I am going to spend the 
next four years. At the moment it is 
too early for me to make a decision. 
But I don’t want to leave.” 

Perhaps, if they reach the final 
and. whisper it, win the Cup, things 
would be rosier on the financial front 
Kingston, ever the pragmatist dis- 
misses the notion. “Frankly I don’t 
think there is that much money to 
be had in getting to the final" he 
said. "The cash is spread around." 
No. Kingston is not looking beyond 
tomorrow. 

“It is wonderful to have reached 
the semi-final" he said. “Four years 
ago we were bottom of the Third and 
we had to beat Blackheath to avoid 
relegation to the Fourth Division. 
That’s pressure. I am very proud of 
what we have achieved. I feel Rich- 
mond have never stopped going up- 
wards since I have been at the club. 

“This is obviously a great oppor- 
tunity. but even if things do not go 
well for us on Saturday, then I have 
to be reflective about it After all we 
can still finish sixth or seventh in the 
league." And negotiating a passage 


to the final around Newcastle is no 
easy task. 

Kingston acknowledged: “New- 
castle are a hard, uncompromising 
bunch. .And they didn't get the credit 
they deserved for winning the 
league last year. You talk about 
rises. For them, for anybody who 
comes out of Division Two and then 
to succeed is very hard. So for them 
to win the league last year. I think, 
was just unbelievable.” 

Kingston, being a North-east- 
erner. feels tilings a little more 
keenly than most when it comes to 
trying to bring down the Falcons. 
“The rivalry goes back to our days 
in the Second Division. But there is 
always an edge for me when we play 
each other, with it being my home- 
land, as it were. I get up for it, maybe 
the players realise that and they get 
more up for these games as well. 

“But while they are a good side, 
they do not hold any fears for us. We 
know about them. We have beaten 
them well the last two times we have 
played them. We will respect them, 
but that is where it will stop." 


America’s Cup low 


on Spirit of Britain 




Lack of corporate interest has scuppered UK hopes of entering 
the world’s greatest yacht race next year. By Stuart Alexander 
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increasingly like an emperor’s illu- 
sion as rime runs out on a dream to 
see the UK's return to the millen- 
nium party that 'will be New 
Zealand’s defence early nextyear. 

Every day the same question is 
asked more anxiously: Has the fife 
support machine, which has In- 
cluded personal contributions from 
toe syndicate’s chairman, professor 
Andrew Graves, and principal play- 
ers, Lawrie Smith and Angus Mel- 
rose, -plus sponsorship from the 
likes of British Aerospace and Sfli- 
con Graphics, been turned off? 

The silence is reminiscent of 
- Soviet days in the Kremlin when a 
president was dying: Everyone was 
convinced it was happening knew 
what was coming, built could not be 
spoken. Even lastweek’ s optimism 
^ about flying in a team of boat 
builders to. start work issmothered 
moreeafebyGncres. 

The difference is that there is no 
heir apparent waiting to tafcemrec, 
■. Britain has -noi been able to send a 
competitors the last two Cups, held 
in Sah Diego in 1992 and 1995. The 
last time a British boat was on the 
race course was in 1886 inFreman-- 


tie, Western Aostrafia when Graham 
'Walker’s Crusader was eliminated 
before the semi-finals of the Louis 
Vuitfon Cup challenger series. 

■ Attempts have been made since 
then to whip up enthusiasm but nei- 
therBtifish sponsorship nos for that 
matter; European or global finance 
has been forthcoming. In contrast, 
there will be five US syndicates 
vying for the right to be the ultimate 
- sole challenger to the Kiwis next 
February. The French and the Aus- 
tralians are ever-present, tbeJapan- 
ese and Spanish are in for a third 
time, and the Italians are back, hav^ 
mg won the challenger slot in 1992. 
Even that great European mar- 
itime nation, Switzerland, looks Eke 
making it to the start line. 

A s ensib le campaign can be put 
together for around £10 million. Five 
partners putting in £&n each over two 
orthree years would barely dent the 
marketing budgets of a surprising 
roimlw of Britain’s big companies. 
They have aB been approached and 
afl, so fa t* have said so. Britain has 
thetedmdo0caIresourcestDtest.de- 
-sign and bu3dacompetibTC boat But, 
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hdp (rf BAfi and SG. phis the offer of 
tank4esting support fom toe Defence 


a single model has been built. The 
Kiwis, with a population not much 
more than one twentieth of Britain's 
have been m toe tank at Southamp- 
ton's WboHscn Institute for almost all 
the fiveyears since they became only 
the s eco nd nation in histoiy to take 
the Cup away from the Americans. 

There is also enough sailing tal- 
ent in the UK to handle the boats and 
take on the opposition, though there 
Is a transition from an older guard 
to a newer one taking place. There 
was always a fine-of thinking that a 
presence at the 2000 Cup would, in 
the absence of a breakthrough de- 
sign, be only one half of a double 
chaBenge with the second, perhaps 
in 2003, made crucially stronger by 
a British presence at the first 

Reasons given for the lack of 
commercial backing range from the 
venue - New Zealand is a long way 
to take guests - to toe time zone - 
racing would take place in the early 
houra of a European merning - to toe 
uncertainty over the extent of tele- 
viaon coverage, fir which a base deal 
was agreed only last month. 

But what Haims to be sport’s old- 
est trophy has a mystique which 
transcends the nannaL It has always 
produced Machiavellian skuldug- 
gery and larger-than-life charac- 



Lawrie Smith: unable to attract sufficient backing Allsport 


ters, intriguing both non-sports fens 
as well as those who would watch 
anything from toe football World Cup 
to a cockroach race. Perhaps too 
large, according to the man who last 
skippered a British challenge, Harrs 1 
Cudmore. The America's Cud. he 
feels, is such a large prospect that 
any individual backers for a chal- 
lenge may face the accusation of 
being on a major ego trip. Watching 
toe Alan Bonds. Peter de Savarys 
and Bill Kochs strutting the Amer- 
ica’s Cup catwalk has bred an 
atmosphere of caution. “I have 
talked to toe Germans, who are also 
not there, and they feel the same." 
Cudmore says. “It*s just too high pro- 
file, the wrong image.” 

Except that the America’s Cup is 
a superb marketing platform. How- 
ever. Cudmore feels the courtship 
between sportsmen and board- 
rooms has been conducted on the 


wrong footing, and he admits he is 
not a man for corporate-speak. 

The hope is that the sport’s 
national governing body, the Royal 
Yachting Association, will pick up the 
bail and run with it. It tried in Jan 
uary and February but tripped up. 
“There is support for yachting in the 
UK but it tends to be for adventure 
tilings like amateur round-the-world 
races or single-handed races rather 
than the mainstream." he says. ■’The 
only grand prix money has tended to 
come from tobacco companies." 

Yet Cudmore points to a new, 
more ambitious leadership, which 
could succeed where senior, estab- 
lishment yacht clubs have failed. 

The .America's Cup itself also 
needs a new direction and a new 
directorate. It is not too early to start 
work on both problems, with the bla- 
tantly parochial self-interest of 
British participation taking priority. 


Fair start for 


the Boat Race 


THE BOAT RACE crews, with little 
over 24 hours to go. have cut their 
training to the minimum with the few 
remaining sessions devoted to pre- 
cision work and practice race starts. 
They go from the stake boats moored 
in the stream with the unfamiliar sen- 
sation of the Tide running under- 
neath. This year the Umpire, Mark 
Evans, an Oxford Blue and 1984 
Olympic champion, has decreed that 
the blades must remain fiat on the 
water until he calls “go”. 

In past years the crews have 
squared the blade in the water on the 
word "attention'’, ready to pull cleanly 
on the final command. This, with the 
water flowing past toe hull means the 
the boat has been dragged forward, 
stretching the stake boat men's arms . 
and sometimes giving a small but stiD 
unfair advantage for one side. 

The warm-up to this year’s Boat 
Race is enhanced with a brilliant line- 
up for the World Sculling Challenge 
over the same course this afternoon. 
At 3.30pm a field of five of the top 
women scullers, including Ekaterina 
Khodotovich. the 1996 Olympic cham- 
pion, wiU race off followed half an hour 
later by five men. four of whom are 
former world singles sculls champi- 
ons at heavyweight and lightweight 

The Challenges are a revival of the 
match races which dominated the 
sport on the Thames for 200 years 
before dying out early this century. 
Today’s race is the seventh since the 
revival and the first since the sport's 
amateur code was abandoned. The 

present qualification is that the entrant 


ROWING 


BY HUGH MATHESON 


must be an Olympic or World singles 
sculling champion such as Giovanni 
Calabrese of Italy, or like Guin Batten 
of Britain, a former Thames World 
Sculling Trophy holder. 

The greatest risk to such a distin- 
guished group is the Bank Holiday 
river traffic. The Putney-to-Mortiake 
reach wifl not be dosed to other users 
as it is for the Boat Race, and with 
strangers unfamiliar to the river anti 
its unexpected hazards this could be 
a disastrous combination. 

The four-and-a-half mile distance 
and the subtleties of toe fast stream 
which is found where the river runs 
deepestmean that the normal rule of 
power over skill is reversed, with 
watermanship and tactical wit more 
likely to prevail 

Among the men the only local 
Greg Searie. the first British sculler 
to win a World medal since the wan 
has dropped out with a back injury 
leaving Jamie Koven of the United 
States and Derek Porter of Canada 
as the bigger men. with Iztok Cop of 
Slovenia - the winner in 1995, who was 
only released from military duty yes- 
terday - as the slightly smaller man. 

He denied that his late arrival is 
due to the Balkan crisis, saying, “No, 
it is just tiiat rm r commander is a fooL" 

The men's line-up is completed by 
Calabrese and the other Italian 
Stephano Basal ini, the 1998 light- 
weight champion. 
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Flintoff hits 


England for 


six and more 


ENGLAND'S BOWLERS com- 
pleted yesterday’s warm-up 
match enthusing about the 
explosive strokepLay of Andrew 
Flintoff. Opening their prepa- 
ration for next week’s Coca- 
Cola Cup tournament in 
Shaxjah with a gentle warm-up 
against the local side Lahore 
Gymkhana, the tourists chose 
to give Vince Wells and Flintoff 
to the opposition so all 14 squad 
members could have a run-out 
ahead of this weekend's tough 
day-night fixtures against 
Pakistan A. 

Despite completing a com- 
fortable 137-run victory, the 
most lasting impression was 
the vision of Gymkhana’s No 4 
batsman thumping England’s 
first-choice attack to all parts of 
the picturesque ground on his 


CRICKET 


By Myles Hodgson 
in Lahore 


England 373-5 
Lahore Gymkhana 238-9 
England, icin by 137 runs 


way to a thrilling 112 off just 67 
deliveries. 

During 127 minutes of mag- 
nificent strokeplay, Flintoff 
hammered seven sixes - two off 
Angus Fraser in one over- and 
li other boundaries to leave no 
one in the ground in any doubt 
why the selectors chose a 21- 
year-old who is yet to make his 
one-day international debut in 
their Worid Cup squad. 

Only Nick Knight and Gra- 
ham Thorpe, playing his first 


Inzamam shows 
Pakistan the way 


IJAZ AHMED and Inzamam -ul- 
Haq each hit unbeaten half cen- 
turies as Pakistan cruised to a 
seven-wicket victory over India 
yesterday in the Pepsi Cup 
triangular tournament Both 
sides had already qualified for 
Sunday’s final in Bangalore hav- 
ing beaten Sri Lanka, who have 
returned home. 

After bowling out India for 196, 
Pakistan readied the target of 
197 in oifly 42 overs with Ijaz and 

Tn-yamam p irttfng nrvlfifl r ims for 

the unbroken fourth wicket 

jjaz and inramam came to 
the crease after P akistan had 
suffered a top-order collapse, los- 
ing three wickets for 34 runs. 
India's medium pacer Venka- 
tesh Prasad claimed the wickets, 
for 27 runs. Ijaz remained on 89 
not out and Irizamam 63 notoui 
Tnzamam won a reprieve when 
he was dropped by Gyandendra 
Pandeyat deep midwicket after 
he had scored 40 runs. 

India's substitute captain, 
Ajay Jadeja, won the toss and 
elected to bat But Pakistan's 


India 1% 

Pakistan 197-3 
Pakistan win by 7 wickets 


innings in match conditions 
since returning home early 
from the Ashes tour with bads 
trouble, missed out and Alec 
Stewart, Graeme Hick, Adam 
Hollioake and Fairbrother all 
retired out having scored half- 
centuries and helping England 
to atowering total of 373 for 5. 

None of their innings 
matched the intensity anti bril- 
liance of FlintofFs display, bow- 
even which was only ended 
when Hollioake, his main rival 
for the No 6 batting spot in the 
Worid Cup team, uprooted his 
middle stump with a yorfcer. 

England even resorted to 
trying to kid- him out, loudly 
appealing for a caught behind 
early in his innings, a plqy which 
may have worked had they not 
tried the same trick on Wblls. 

IBs departure, and the early 
loss of Wells for 30 when he 
failed to spot Ian Austin’s 
slower ball and patted a return 
catch straight back to the 
bowleg e ff ec ti vely ended the 
contest and Gymkhana finished 
on 238 for 9 after Stewart 
allowed eight of his bowlers to 
get their first overs of the trip 
under their belts. 


WasLm Akram and Shoaib 
Akhtar bowled light spells and 
kept the Irfans subdued. 

Opener Saur>- '''■’iguly re- 
tired hurt after he was bit in ‘be 
ribs by a rising delivery from 
Akhtar He later resumed and 
turned out to be the top scorer 
for India, with 57 runs. The only 
other notable Indian contribution 
came from all-rounder Robin 
Singh, who scored 42 runs. 

Some 1,000 Pakistani fans 
travelled across the border in a 
demonstration of the thaw in 
relations between the two arch- 
rivals. Indian and Pakistani flags 
fluttered alongside each other 
as spectators shouted slogans of 
friendship to each othec 

Indian authorities issued 
visas for the visitors and 
arranged transport and lodging 
for them in a gesture of friend- 
ship as they travelled across the 
border of the Punjab province 


England won mss 
ENGLAND 
N V Knignt c AdeeJ 

b Khurahk) Blunder IS 


A J Stewart ret out ... 

G A Hkk ret out 

G P Thorpe b Asim Sheikh 

N H Fjlrbrotbw ret out 

A I H.^iKuke ret out ... .... 

M P. E.tlhjm c Ajmer Gull 

b FWir /Jinan ..... 
’OB Or.rt : and b Asrni Sheikh 
I L 'dstln Ibw b Ata-ur-Rehman .. 

D Go*i"h not out 

Extras' (t . lbS.nb3) . 

Total (for S, SO . -raj — 


Pall: 1-46 2-179 3-335 4-340 5-371 
Did not bat; A D Mullally. 

Boning: Aia-ur-Rehman 9-0-67-1; Khur- 
shid Blunder ?-0-G£-’: Imran Bucher 4- 
0-37-0: Asim Sheikh 10-0-57-2: Flintoff 
5-0-19-0: Zaben Oadrl 6-0-37-0: Amin 
Khan 4-0-39-0: Sohaii Hussain 1-0-12-0: 
Badar Zairian 2-0-23-0. 

LAHORE GYMKHANA 

Badar Zaman b Gough 6 

tV i Wells c and b Ausdn 30 

Adeei Akhtar c Stewart b Mullally ... I 

A Flintoff b Hollioake ... 112 

Zaben Oadrl c Hick b Croft 30 

Imran Bucher c Ausdn b Hollioake 8 

Aamer Guilt Oort b Hick .4 

Asim Sheikh c Hollioake b Fraser 8 

Khurshtd Bhlnder not out 19 

Amin Khan Ibw b Fraser 4 

Extras (b2 lb6 w3 nb5> 16 

Tbcal (for 9, 50 oven) ..239 

Fall: 1-18 2-21 Ml 4-1*1 5-198 6-306 
7-206 8-224 9-238. 

Did mc tae Ata-uMWiman. Sohal Hussain. 
Bowling; Gough 8-1-27-1: Muflally 6-0- 
19-1: Fraser 10-0-66-2: Ausdn S-0-31-1: 
Croft 5-1-1 5-1: Ealham 5-0-37-0; Hollioake 
5.1-23.2: Hick 6-2-12-1. 

Umpires: M Iqbal and J Ashraf. 



Hassell 

rejects 

Wisden 

claims 


Vince Wells, keeping wicket for Gymkhana, eyes Graeme Hick’s hit over deep square in Lahore yesterday Allsport 


informally m both ’Yorkshire 
and Essex,” Engel wrote in the 
editorial to this year’s edition. 

Accusations of racism in the 
county have been levelled on 
mazy occasions before, notably 
hyfrhp fanner England skipper, 

Allan T .amh who mmplainpri 

about the treatment meted out 

InthA Tnrfran s pinner; Anil Kinr>- 
ble, during a NatVfest semi-final 
between Yorkshire and North- 
amptonshire at Headingiey. 

And while Engel’s claims 
are directed more at the local 
leagues than the county itself, 
Hassell was quick to counter 
- the accusation. “We have taken 
positive steps to address the sit- 
uation but a fair bit of these 
comments are Hl-informed," 
he said “I don’t think there is 
anything specific about ethnic 
groups gravitating together in 
Yorkshire, it. happens every- 
where. AD different nationalities 
are as guilty of that as any othec 

“Our cricket development 
. officer for West Yorkshire - 
Tbqy Bowry- is \%st Indian and 
he has specific responsibility for 
black and ethnic issues." 

Yorkshire have been heavily 
criticised in the past fix 1 the 
absence of Asian players from 
the county side. In an area 
boasting a high percentage of 
players from the sub-continent, 
only one has ever played first- 
class cricket for the county and 
that was the former Indian 
skipper, Sachin Tendulkar; em- 
ployed as an overseas player 

Yorkshire’s fully-Asian com- 
petition, the Quaid-e-Azam 
League, has been competing in 
the White Rose lhophy for the 
last few years, which Hassell 
feels is a positive step. “It is 
important they are part of the 
competition and it helps us to 
monitor the quality of the play- 
ers coming through the system.” 


Vickery return lifts Gloucester 


Dave SIMS and his Gloucester 
colleagues were more than a lit- 
tle surprised to see their 
beloved Kingsholm homestead 
advertised for sale on the In- 
ternet yesterday - a bold Cher- 
ry and White prankster 
managed to sucker the' tot of 
them by placing an April fbol 
spoof on the club website. But 
the shock was probably nothing 
compared to the announce- 
ment that Phil Vickery, their 
long-lost England prop, was 
named in a 24-man squad for 
the Tbtley’s Bitter Cup semi- 
final with Wasps at Loftus Road 
on Sunday. 

There was no guarantee that 
the 22-year-old tighthead would 
start one of the most important 
matches in recent Gloucester 
history, but his very presence in 
the party was enough to bolster 
West Country confidence in ad- 


RUGBY UNION' 


By Chris Hewett 


vance of the big outing to Shep- 
herd's Bush. Vickery has not 
played a foil first-team game, or 
indeed a full game at any level, 
since the autumn, when a weak 
neck ligament gave way for the 
umpteenth time, forcing him out 
of England's World Cup quali- 
fiers against the Netherlands 
and Italy. 

Most Gloucester watchers 
had reluctantly written him 
out of the script until next 
season and Clive Woodward, 
the national coach, must have 
been close to doing something 
similar. But Vickery, whose 
brute strength and trencher- 
man's appetite for life at the 
eye of the storm made him one 
of the few English successes in 


the southern hemisphere last 
summer, completed an en- 
couraging 20 minutes in a sec- 
ond-string dub game last week 
and has suffered no ill effects 
from a sharp upturn in his 
training regime. 

Philippe Saint-Andre, the 
Gloucester player-coach, said 
yesterday that he wanted to 
give a number of players the 
chance to prove their fitness, 
hence his decision to break 
with habit and name a squad 
rather than a starting line-up. 
Richie Throbs has recovered 
from knee trouble and should 
return to midfield, but there is 
still mild concern over three 
tight forwards. Andy Deacon, 
who has performed the Vickery 
role these last five months, is 
struggling with shin trouble, 
while Rob Fidler; an England 
lock last summer, has rib prob- 


lems. Sims, the dub captain, 
should be fit after suffering a 
blow to the head three weeks 


ago. 

The Irish international se- 
lectors have reacted to the 
more significant Five Nations 
blow dealt by Scotland in Ed- 
inburgh last month by chang- 
ing half their side for next 
weekend's awkward Test with 
Italy at Lansdowne Road. The 
major casualties are two front- 
rowers, Keith Wood and Paul 
Wallace, both of whom would 
have challenged for a World 
XV at the start of the tourna- 
ment 

Wood is replaced by Ross 
Nesdale, the New Zealand-born 
hooker from Newcastle, while 
Wallace concedes his tight- 
head berth to Peter Clohessy, 
who moves across from loose- 
head. Both big names drop to 


the bench, with Justin Fitz- 
patrick, the Dungannon loose- 
head who helped Ulster to their 
famous European Cup triumph 
in January, getting a rare start 
at the sharp end. 

There are two further 
changes to the pack, both in 
the back row: Dion O'Cuin- 
neagain moves from blind- 
side flanker to the open side to 
replace Andy Ward while Vic- 
tor Costello starts at No 8 in- 
stead of the injured Eric 
Miller. Trevor Brennan of St 
Mary's College completes the 
trio. 

Outside the scrum. Ciaran 
Scally gets a chance at scrum- 
half - Conor McGuinness is 
among the replacements, 
while Rob Henderson of Wasps 
eases out his great rival, 
Jonathan BeD, in the centre. At 
outside-half^ Eric Elwood fills 


in for another injured first 
choice, David Humphreys. 

Meanwhile, Adrian Hadley 
yesterday confirmed he would 
not be a candidate for the va- 
cant coaching post at Sale. The 
former Wales wing has been ap- 
pointed head of rugby in the 
wake of John Mitchell's resig- 
nation on Wednesday, but does 
not want to commit himself to 
full-time coaching. 

Ireland team (u Italy, Laadsdowme 
Road. 10 April): C O'Shea: J Bfsmw. K 
Maggs. R Henderson. G Dempsey: E El- 
wood. C Scally. J Fitzpatrick. R Nesdale. 


Hickman has 
the edge as 
record falls 


P Clohessy. P Johns leapt). J Davidson. T 
Brennan. D O’Cumneagjin. V Costello. 

■ Jonah Lomu is taking an in- 
surance company to court over 
a sickness claim after he was 
out of the game for a year with 
a kidney disease. The All Black 
winger is suing the company for 
failing to accept his health in- 
surance claim for nephrotic 
syndrome. 
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All Black power proves 
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IRELAND’S ATTEMPT to retain 
their World Junior Champi- 
onship title ended in a 21-15 de- 
feat to New Zealand at the 
Brewery Field, Bridgend, last 
night 

The Kiwis, taking part in 
the 32-nation tournament for 
the first time, clinched a place 
in Sunday's final with a com- 
manding display of disciplined 
and dynamic rugby. 

The young All Blacks carried 
too much forward fire power 
and pace behind, though the 
Irish refused to buckle and 
kept plugging away to the end. 

But the well-marshalled 
New Zealand defence restrict- 
ed Ireland to penalty goals for 
all their points, fly-half Jeremy 
Staunton landing five to keep 
his side in contention. 

By contrast. New Zealand 
threatened with the ball in 
hand on numerous occasions, 
with their wings. Junior Muli- 
aina and Gerrard Ftisaualu. 
and full-back Shannon Paku, 
devastating runners from deep. 


by John Kennedy 


Ireland never recovered 
from a bad start when Easaualu 
scored after 70 seconds before 
an Irish player had time to lay 
a hand on the balL It was a hor- 
rendous start for Des Dillon and 
his team but they bounced back 
to give the New Zealanders a 
run for their money. 

Staunton began the salvage 
operation with a 42-metre 
penalty goal after 14 minutes 
and then the fly-half pulled off 
a try-saving tackle on Muli- 
aina just when the wing threat- 
ened to go all away. 

Staunton was wide to the left 
with another penalty opportu- 
nity but a powerful midfield run 
by centre James Downey cre- 
ated the position from which 
Staunton made no mistake at 
the next time of asking to put 
Ireland in front for the one and 
only time - and it lasted bare- 
ly two minutes. 

A superb break by fly-half 
Riid Flutey tore the Irish de- 


fence apart and Paku was up in 
the line to send Fasaualu 
hurtling over for his second try 

Kiwi back-chat cost them 
dearly when the 10 metres they ■ 
needlessly conceded turned a 
penalty into Staunton’s range 
and the No 10 was on target 
from 40 metres only for Flutey 
to respond in kind in injury 
time. A break by Staunton was 
the early second-half tonic Ire- 
land needed and the fly-half 
then landed a straightforward 
penalty to dose the gap to a sin- 
gle point 

However, a collapsed scrum 
cost the Irish three more points 
from a Flutey penalty goal and 
they effectively finished it as a 
contest when Paku went over 
for their third by 

There was still time for 
Staunton to land his fifth penal- 
ty and for Mark Meenan to 
launch a thrilling counterattack 
in the final minutes but New 
Zealand's discipline held for 
them to reach the final at the 
first time of asking. 


JAMES HICKMAN continued 
his winning ways at the World 
Short Course Championships 
here yesterday when he won 
his 100m butterfly semi- final in 
his second championship 
record time of the day. 

The 23-year- old finished in 
5l.5lsec, beating Sweden's 
Lars Frolander by 0.02sec. 
Hickman's time was less than 
half a second outside his own 
world record, set in Sheffield 
last December, and 0.27sec 
faster than his morning swim. 

Frolander was level with 
Hickman throughout the race 
but the Briton just had the 
edge when it mattered at the 
final touch. u It felt all right I 
think I am a lot more relaxed 
now I've done a finals session,” 
Hickman said. 

The British girls’ 4x100m 
freestyle quartet won Britain's 
first medal, a silver. After set- 
ting a new European record in 
the morning heats, they hoped 
to be chasing gold in the final 
but unfortunately the Swedish 
women proved too strong. 

From the morning heats 
Vicki Horner was replaced by 
the former world short course 
champion, Karen Pickering. 
Claire Huddart, Karen Legg, 
Nicola Jackson and Pickering 
produced an outstanding team 
effort to take silver in a British 
and Commonwealth record of 
7 min 53.98sec. The Swedes 
broke the worid record set by 
China at the championships 
two years ago. 

Susan Rolph qualified for 
today's 100m freestyle final in 
fourth spot, despite her goggles 
slipping and preventing her 
from seeing the end of the pooL 

The 20-year-old European 
Short Course champion said 
afterwards: “I couldn’t see the 
wall, but Tm happy" The fastest 
qualifier was the world cham- 
pion, Jenny Thompson of the 
United States, who recorded 
5357sec. 


SWIMMING 


by Derrick white 
in Hong Kong 


Yorkshire-born Zoe Baker 
now based in New Zealand, 
finished a creditable seventh in 
the 50m breaststroke final. Her 
time of 31.55sec was one-hun- 
dredth outside her own six- 
week-old British record. 
Masami Tanaka, of Japan, took 
the gold medaL 

Baker was disappointed, 
though, and said: “I was going 
for a medal but I lost so much 
on the pull out underwater 
The swimming speed is fine but 
I am just not happy with the 
way I pull out after the start and 
turn." 

A 15-year-old schoolgirl 
docked Britain's fastest time in 
the 4x2 00m freestyle silver 
medal success. Nicola Jackson, 
from Derwentside, North Ybrk- 
shire, swam the fastest of the 
four split times - 1:57.81 - fol- 
lowed by Karen Pickering, 
whose second fastest split of 
1:57.90 brought Britain back 
into contention for gold. 

“It was very hard," Jackson 
said. “I think it’s the only medal 
I'U win at this meet so Fm 
thrilled." 

Margaretha Pedder was dis- 
appointed with her swim in 
the final of the 200m butterfly 
after the 1 8-year-old from 
Portsmouth had set a British 
record swim in the morning 
heats. Her time of flrnin 
10. 76 sec was 0.55 sec slower 
than her heat swim, Mette 
Jacobsen from D enmar k win- 
ning gold with a European 
record of 2min 06.52sec. 

Britain also just missed out 
on a medal when they finished 
fourth in the 4xlQ0xn men's 
freestyle relay. Austr alia took 
the gold in 3min nj2isec, ahead 
erf the Netherlands and Sweden, 
with Britain clocking 3 min 
14.49sec. 






riiew 


CHRIS HASSEXL, the %rfahire 
chief executive, has described 
Wisden's criticism of dub 
cricket in the county as fll- 
informed. Matthew Engel, the 
editor of Wtsden, claims inthe 
new edition that “cricketing 
apartheid” has become “sc- 
ented practice” in England 
Tt has become normal for 
. ethmc-mmority players to grav- 
itate towards their own dubs, 
and there is now dear-cut evi- 
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Greg Wood talks to a jockey who 
can make Grand National history 
with last year’s hero of Aintree 
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YOU COULD argue for hours 
about the best jockey never to 
have won a Grand National, and 
in Liverpool’s bars a week 
tonight, people with nothing 
better to do probably will They 
will chew over names Eke Fran- 
come, O'Neill and Scudamore, 
•fpn great champions in their 
time, but always reduced to 
also-rans 1^ two circuits of the 
lug fir fences. 

There is no better flhistratkxi 
of the capricious streak which 
runs through Aintree race- 
course as surely as the MeQing 
RoacLBut there is another side 
to its mercurial nature, one 
which Carl Llewellyn knows all 
about He has been a jump 
jockey for 13years, and a devex; 
styhshone too, yet he has never 
threatened to win a champi- 
onship, or a Gold Cup or a 
Champion Hurdle. 

At Liverpool in April though, 
he is almost on first-name 
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Tie secret to tfeis 
/terse is the marathon 
trip , not the ground 
... It's not the first - 
two miles that count, 
it's the second ' 


-^fensi 


; with the mounted police, 
who have led him back on the 
National winner not once, but 
twice. 

A thud victorj? on last year's 
winner _Earth Summit,.^ week 
txmioitowwojBdmakehimwify 
the second jockey ttfiS cfeutitrY 
to complete atriorfAintree Na- 
tionals. - 

It would be a lasting testa- 
ment to the talents of one tifthe 
weeing room’s great profes- 
sionals. T-ifa* - many of his col- 
leagues. Ueweltyn is an 
escenenthmseman,bi^as the 
power in National Hun tracing 
continues to be concdxtratedin 
ever fewer hands, one whose 
opportunities are often more 
limited than he hasarighth) ex- 
pect He has also suffered the 
usuallongKstofrkfiogiitfulies, 
and not only that, he has often 
broken bones at the worst pos- 
sible moment 

The months immediately 
after losing your claim and 
joining the professional ranks 
■^e the most important of any 


young rider's career: The first 
thing Llewellyn achieved as a 
senior rider was a broken leg. 
Nine months late; he returned 
to work. Two mounts late; he 
dislocated his elbow, and 
missed two big winners as a 
result 

It was, he says, “character 
building”. But fate paid him 
back in the end. Both his Na- 
tional victories, cm Party Poli- 
tics in 1992 and Earth S ummit 
last year, came on horses 
whose regular partners were 
iqjured. 

Yet despite Ms success 12 
months ago, he was surprised 
to be boated for Earth Summit 
last week, in place of Tom 
Jenks> his rider in every race so 
fer this season. 

“After Fd won on him, it 
wouldrft have been totally out 
of the question to think Td 
have a chance of keeping the 
ride,” UeweHyn says. “But it 
was immediately stated that 
Tom was bad on him, which 
was fair enough, and when 
they won the Becher Chase this 
season, I discounted him and I 
was looking around for anoth- 
er ride.” 

Now though, he will be able 
to soak up the atmosphere at 
Amfree aboard one of the bet- 
terfended runners, and the ex- 
perience will certainly not be 
lost on Mm. Some jockeys know 
onfy how to communicate with 
horses. but Lleweliyn is not one 
of them. 

“As you get older; you defi- 
nitely tate.a lot more in and you 
think your way around,” he 
says. “Party Publics was a bit 
of abhix;! got whisked around 
and it was all over very quick- 
ly, but nowat each jump and cm 
fherunbetoeen fences, you can 
have a hell of a lot going 
through your mind. Ybu hear 
Ihe crowd, you see wfaafs going 
on, how other people are going 
and jumping, you even know 
what’s fallen and what’s gone 
on.” 

there is no great trick to 
riding Earth Summit, who is a 
stayer; plain and simple. He 
does not Eke lining up in the 
middle of a big field, so 
liewellynwfll start on the out 
ade, but otherwise, he will am- 
pty hope to jump and stay on 
like he did last year. 

“The first circuit was as 
smooth as it could ever get in 



Carl Llewellyn receiving a friendly nuzzle from an old partner, Earth Summit 


the National,” he says. “We 
just crept ever slowly closer 
and Brad [Graham Bradley, 
who was on Sony Bay the even- 
tual runner-up) was doing ex- 
actly the same thing but on the 
other side erf the course. 

“We were within a few 
lengths of each other all the way 
round. Then, at the third fence 
second time, he put in an extra 
stride and hit the board of the 
efitefa. That was nasty and plen- 
ty of horses would have fallen, 
but he landed safely. When I got 
to the Elbow I was very happy, 
I knew Suny Bay wouldn’t come 
back with that weight and on 
that ground.” 


“That ground" was as bot- 
tomless as it has ever been at 
Liverpool in recent memory, 
and unlikely to be repeated a 
second time in a row. This is 
enough to persuade some pun- 
ters that Earth Summit has had 
bis year and does not have the 
shining talent which made Red 
Rum the last horse to win con- 
secutive Nationals, a quarter of 
a century ago. 

As Llewellyn points out, 
thnog h , Earth Summit has also 
won a Scottish National, on 
fast ground. ‘’The secret to this 
horse fa a marathon trip, not the 
ground,” he says. “He turned in 
at Ayr and went 15 lengths up 


before he reached the third 
last fence. Even if he's being 
outpaced on the first circuit on 
faster ground he's still in there 
with a chance It's not the first 
two miles that count, it’s the 
second." 

At 33, Llewellyn will proba- 
bly never have a better chance 
of a third National. He has also 
started to look beyond the jock- 
ey's life, and is far too smart to 
do what many riders seem to 
do. w’hich is to wake up one 
morning and decide to retire, 
but with no idea of what they 
will actually do for the next 30 
years. 

"It always surprises me 


Edward Whitaker 


when people do that, because 
I've been thinking about it for 
a lot of years. I’ve thought of 
some things, and dismissed 
others. Training would be one 
possibility, or something in the 
media, where you don’t have the 
cold early mornings." 

There is no chance, though, 
that Llewellyn will hang up his 
boots if Earth Summit comes 
home in front next week. “Def- 
initely not. I’ve got a good job 
and i love it and I'm vaguely 
successful so why change? If 
I win it again. I’ll appreciate it 
even more than the last one and 
FT! milk every moment of it And 
then I II go for another one.” 


Giant striding towards Fairyhouse 


CELTIC GIANT was reintro- 
duced into tbe Irish G rand 
National betting by William TEH 
yesterday after the.nine-year- 
old was given the go-ahead to 
run in Monday’s marathon at 
Eaiiyhouse: 

The latest report from the 
track convinced hfa trainei; 
Len Lungo.that the goingwifl ; 
be suitable for thewinnarof the 
RdteJGM^&mMuirC^^ . 
at Cheltenham two weeks ago. 
“He must not haveit too soft _ 
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LEICESTER. 

Going-- Good » Sort (Soil fnpfca«) .. 

2.10: {1m, maiden stakes, Syo) . 

1. TIME N TIDE _WJOPConnor*M 

2. arawon —i.X MhbMlMr 

a Lamaria Dana OftagW 

Also ran: 3-1 

w-i My Pleasure, ifri SaMfyiai JrtAgt. 
(4th). 33-1 AJpins Rad 33-TBowd IfcrtuMr 
50-1 Bid Mb wetcorne fm W-i Stomfer 
11 ran. won by tengto. VA S, 

(trsmad by B M«shan. at Lismboum^'fctK 

vm E4&20; Ett3q E120. eiBtt Ogal 
Forecast £3830 Compiler Stau^itfore' 
cast OEM - 

ZAO: pSa**matasd 

1. ADM POUR VMQotan 50-1 

2-Bs«roa ......RHMgwe3--ni» 

3. Hofimray Mtcotwi 11-t 

Afao ran: 5-1 Amtx&ous.ph). 5-1 .Bsch- 
«ood Sun, 10-1 Rottoy Sphnsy, fi-1 Fox*. 
laqt.'M-VipcmB FByi.25-1.C«wow*-. 
ofthdsg (Bih),'iS-1-aendjr-aiorei r .aa-1-. 

Jbwsomo Wnuw 33-1 Gokflrw GCBrip,' 

slp-1 Jdiiny SIaccatt'i«hV 
^aruntta; -33-1 Owrcomft 
.Groom -50-1 My Wnd, «6-T DocMWKfc 

Mat ' ; ■ ' ‘ j 

if Mn.>A nk, 2*A, 6! fWsd (baki«d:by R ■ 

Hotoshert, atl^par LongdoriJ.'ftAK 
£3320; places SABO; E2J0, SSJ& Dual 
RjrecastESTBtt Conuxnsr SwugMTbre-" 
cast £15901 Ntn AimT Matfc Powers 
&Seah«ajrji ' - , 


owner this morning we have de- 
ckled to run," tee trainer said.“I 
have spoken to my friend Tbry 
' Martin, who is about 15 miles 
away from the course, and he 
said that it is fester than the 
Cheltenham ground. But we 
haven't decided on a rider as we 
-are likely to have a lot of run- 
ners at Carlisle oh Monday 
and we might use an Irish jock- 
ey.” 

Ce&e Giant was ridden by 
taientedamateurBruceGibscn 
when a 144engtfa winner at 


&.10: (hi 3JT33yds, handcap) 

'1. THROWER : CCoqwS-1 

<L Chwww—ARrencJi 4-1 Ihv 

3. Kk^faary Martin Dwyer 25-1 

Also ran: 5-1 Rtvw Captain (fiUi), 6-1 
Couth da Mom* 9-l Flying F*p pttft 12. 
1 ClWraift Choice; 12-1 KWwt -R-l Csd- 
max. tt-tnoomkh&tt-l RaarWMnr 
(Wii is-1 Shaimtte^ «-l Stato Apfxomt 
33-1 ARWffi.'- -. • 

t4 (ML Vk & 6 Vh. {SSrOOkshtw 
UtSnstoi^.'IMK win £960; pfaett BtfiH 
..«ua«na Duel Fame rasa com- 
puter Sbsighl RxecssE £3&D& lHcasb 
rrjeSA*. 

- oao. (M 2t twdeap) 

1. TOP JQ4— PMcCsb* 13-2 

JwaiteijrloMOteir 
•:* Zate APoH 16-+ 


Cheltenham. But Lungo 
warned punters: “There are no 
guarantees with Celtic Giant as 
he has a fibrillating heart and 
we are going for a sporting day 
out He showed what he could 
do at Cheltenham but I would 
advise aA punters that he could 
junto a few fences and then feel 
the pinch and not run his race.” 

Senor El Betrutti could miss 
the Grand National in favour of 
a race at Ascot three days ear- 
liez; the grey’s trains; Susan 

Nock, said yesterday. 


She fa worried that the going 
at Aintree will be too soft “We 
are waiting on the weather" the 
permit-holder said. “He won’t 
go to Aintree unless it is gen- 
uinely good ground and I am 
wondering if it is going to be too 
soft - it doesn’t look very good 
at the moment" 

Bookmakers filled their 
pockets at Leicester yesterday, 
ahead of the Easter holiday, as 
Time N Tide, at 40-1, and 50-1 
shot Adiipour obliged in the 
first two races. Adirpour had 


RACING RESULTS 


Ataoransfrl Haydn Jamas, 7-1 Swrighg 
'TtwT&jas. 8-1 Haspond, 9-1 Peter School 
0th), 10-1 Surftacft, 14-1 B* My WWl 20- 

- i Naechnod Mystic (Bthl2D-lRB9d Brid- 

11 ran.' a Vk (M Ryan New- 

iwk4 Tote ran £360; ptecaa ESTU 
£Mft £Ma Dual Forecast £1660 CSF: 

- c«aa 

1:4,10: (71 handcsL 3y^ 

Z n. CAPTAIN ItitLSt A Made* 11-1 

a. Rfrfranf.. M Fenton 8-1 




JIIHanry.6-1 


AteK 7-Z fftf ZLW --(NU 4-1 fta S3 Okay, 
&£ Round rd rteaaMBiO-nbuiLesJcMB 

"m.*1 JaflaTJ9ei;4<M Aprt Afia 


9 ran. Z'k *k 4,2,'hCU Chamon Upper 
Larnboum) Tots: win £SSO; places £ 3 . 40 , 
£ 200 , £ 17 U DUN Fofscasc S 579 Q CSF: 
E8JB5 Tricasr £53*03 Non Rum®: Pal cl 


4,40: pi maiden sates. 3yo «es) 

1. ARCTIC CHAR W J CTConnor 16-1 

2. PWiytont — M FBnton S-4 jttav 

3. Karowna i RaW 2S-1 

A tea: Jt tev Lowndes Ctxat (4th) 9-2 
Why Worry Now 5-1 'teragBad (fth). 
8-1 Lyrist. 25-1 Beni 50-1 SBvw Gyre. 

9 ran. i*. 3 7 >. Vh. * (B Meehan, Lam- 
boun). TMk mi £1410; piacas £2JU £I1U 
E3SU Dual Forecast E5T10. Ctsnpuler 
Strait Forecast £5007. 

Jactpot net won Pool eS EX709D9 car- 
riec 1 emterd to Saturday 
PlaccpoC l- 0670. Quadpot £8a9Q 

MUSSELBURGH 

Gohg: Good (Good 3) Firm in places] 

Z20i 1. EQUERRY [F lynch] 20-1; Z 
Anonym 5-1; Z Dr Woodstock 12-1; <- 
Geotrina John 8-1 10 ran. 1Y>. 3. (M 
Gods. Dartngor]. -Rj« £3733; «47U £131 
Kaa £23U Dual Forecast EU332. Com- 
puter Straitff Forecast: £11787. Tricast 
£12044 No ted for the winner. 

230: t. BLACKPOOL MAMMA'S Ip Fes- 
say) 8-1 ; 2. Lord Banka* arans teuvxrta; 
3. DasM Safari 4-1 9 ran. head. 37*. 
{J Bony; Cocterham). TalK win £a30; 
pteeaa £isa £U0. C18U Dual Forecast 


StaQGompularSiraisWFbreicasj: £1897 
Kirech was withdrawn, not under orders. 
fUe 4 appfies to board prices only deduc 
Son 25p in the £. 

320: 1. BATOUTOFTHEBLUE It 
Cha mocki 10-i; 2. Kterans Bridge 13-2; 3. 
Ltoea-G3-1 jt lav. 8 raa 3-1 jt fsv Uniform 
(Shi Vf,. 17.. (W Hsgri Mahon) Tote: 
£970; EZ2U £280. £150 Dial Forecast' 
£12880 Computer straight Forecast; 
£85Ja Tricast £22183 
3£fc 1. SWYWORD DREAM (P Ratlnson.l 
TJ-i; 2. Pabcagate Jack 10-1; 3. Lord 
High Admiral 3-1 tav: 12 ran. hd 4 (T 
Bheringtoa Maiton). una: £tzoq. £330 
£180; £140 Dial Forecast: £3am CSF: 
£8087. Trisast £34532. 

420: 1. HIGH TATRA (G Ouffiefaj 3-t 2. 
Suave Frankie H-4 favourite: 3. Sharp 
En ding 10-1 8 ran. 8. Z itramd by S 
Woods, at NawmarVetl Tbte: StSC - . £l9tt 
£190 Dual Forecast £390 Computer 
Straight Fcrecaat £933 
480: 1. FALLACHAN (P Rsbraon) 11-4 bv 
2.CePlfoody ti-1 . 3. Diteno 14 Tan. 

2, hd. (M Jams, NewmarkBi; Trite: £29 0. 
£«0 £540. £300 Du al Forecast £2110 
C3=: £2998. Tricasr £14323. 

Ptacapot £12600 Quadpot: CfilOO 

UNGRELD 

Gong: Standard 

UXr. 1. SASEEDO (G Barowedi 25-1 2- 
JutAae Scholar 94 tev; 3. Wadi 11 -4 10 
rail. Vk r*. (J Bkftsn trite: £21 JO. £350. 


drawn a blank in his previous 
23 races and his defeat of the 
favourite Bettron in the BiiJes- 
don Selling Stakes was de- 
scribed by the winning trainer. 
Reg Hoflinshead. as ■ unbe- 
lievable". 

Only slightly more credible 
was the success of Time N 
Tide, who produced a powerful 
late burst to collar the well 
backed 8-11 favourite, Tarawan 
.close home in the Bescaby 
Maiden Stakes. 

Brian Meehan, the success- 


rm cua Dual Forecast C2&60 CSF 
E69S3 Auction Oeieit*. T^*re was r,o Bpc 
ter the w»iner. 

2 JO: 1. GRACIOUS PLENTY ,h 
i-w favourite; 2- Rookta 16-1. 3. Survival 
Venture 20-i 4 ran. Vj S 16 rtllsi Tote: 
£110 Dual Forecast £250 Computer 
Straight Forecast. £2Jfc Non Runners- 
3arrsnstawn. 5sna 

390: 1. RENDITA (P Doei 1O-1. 2. Comp- 
ton Akka 7-2: 3. Done And Dusted *-i 
10 ran. sc fav Dream On Ue (5»ni s 2‘ ' 
<D Hrivdn Jonesi Tote: £950: £ldO £170. 
£130 Dual Forecast £2100 CSF 
Tneast £15399 Non Runner i*cnotas Mis- 
tress 

3.30: 1. TALLULAH BELLE iT G Mclaugh- 
Int 6-£ tav. 2. Banbury 0-8 3 Opera Butt 
8-1. 4 ran. 3. tt. tN urtmodent Tote: £’60 
Dual Forecast- Eis, Corp-jier Siratgm 
ForeCMt. £327 

4.00: 1. BATCHWORTH BELLE ;S Carsom 
7 -2. 2. Antonia’s Doubt* 9-r 3. Alias 6- 
l S ran. M tav Tear WMi iE rt neei- 
er) Tote: £430. £200. £0 90. £290 Du S' 
Forecast E37SC Computer Str-agre Fore- 
cast £32.73 Tricast: £2ie 7Q 
4.30: 1- STOPPES BROW (R Bretenfl € 
t 2. Kanawa 13-2 3. Slip Jig W- 1 12 ran. 
S-i rav Gamock vaVev - nk iG L Moore 1 
Tote: £»0£i £220 C250 £>70 Dual fore- 
cast £4760 Computer Straight Foreottt 
£4447 Incas:. £27071 

Placepot. £6690 Quadpot: C5£'00 


ful trainer, went on to clinch a 
696-1 double with his new sta- 
ble jockey Warren O’Connor as 
Arctic Char later beat Penybont 
a neck in the final event. “I'm 
delighted for Warren who is rid- 
ing for me as stable jockey this 
season, but Pat Eddery will 
still be my No 1 rider" Meehan 
said. 

IRISH GRAND NATIONAL (WIIBam 
Hill odds): 7-1 Bob Treaty. Celtic 
Giant. Manus The Maa Papillon. 10-1 
Gtebe Lad HcMybark Buck. Roundwood 
12-1 Feathered Leader, ftachapel Kng. 
14-1 others 


■ Wednesday ‘s Tote Placepot 
dividend at Folkestone was 
increased 10-fold yesterday 
after an error was disovered. 
Rob Hartnett, a Tote 
spokesman, said that on 
Wednesday evening, following 
technical problems during the 
afternoon, the organisation 
became aware that the Place- 
pot dividend might liave been 
wrong. As a result all Placepot 
bets placed at Folkestone and 
\ia Tote Direct and on other 
courses were investigated and 
a revised dividend of £492.90. as 
opposed to £43.80, has been 
declared. “We apologise to 
everyone and if anyone has 
been paid out at the wrong div- 
idend they should contact the 
Tote directly to make a claim." 
Hartnett added. There was a 
knock-on effect to the Tote 
Quadpot. with the original div- 
idend (£10.10) increased to 
£26.20. 


Sports Council 
responds to 
Walker furorfe 


THE UNITED KINGDOM Sports 
Council has countered claims 
that it has mishandled the dop- 
ing case of Dougie Walker; the 
1998 European 200m gold 
medallist who was suspended 
on Wednesday pending a UE 
Athletics hearing into allega- 
tions that he used tbe banned 
drug nandrolone. 

Metabolites of the substance 
were found in Walter’s urine 
sample after an out-of-compe- 
tition drugs test last December 
Nine days ago mi independent 
inquiry considered Ms case but 
their findings were not released 
until Wednesday. 

It was exactly four months 
ago yesterday when Walter 
was tested at his Edinburgh 
home. His lawyer; Nick Bite), fa 
fuming about the delay in deal- 
ing with the case and fa now 
even angrier that it could be 
weeks before Ms client knows 
the outcome of the hearing. 

Yesterday Bitel claimed they 
were considering legal action 
against the Sports Coundl after 
having to wait so long for a 
decision from the inquiiy. 

The SporteCouncfl has made 
a strong response to the criti- 
cism from Bitel and Walker 
Michele Verroken, the, Sports 
Council’s director of ethics and 
anti-doping, said; “Tb be fair to 
afl athletes, drug issues must be 
thoroughly investigated fay the 
relevant governing bodies to 
conclude whether or not an 
offence has occurred. 


ATH LETI CS 


By David Martin 

“Whilst it may not at first 
sight seem like it, the processes 
are there to protect the repu- 
tation of all athletes and rein- 
force the strong commitment of 
tbe governing body to manage 
effectively drug misuse in their 
sport 

“The UK Sports Council 
remains fully supportive of ath- 
letes who warn to compete drug- 
free. We are committed to 
protecting their reputations. Vfe 
are also folly supportive of gov- 
erning bodies who are charged 
with the responsibility of deter- 
mining the truth and exercise 
this responsibility effectively. 

“We recognise tbe difficulties 
— often increased by media 
speculation and comment - of 
managing doping issues and 
know that is never going to be 
an easy task. To assist all par- 
ties involved, it is essential 
that they be allowed to focus 
upon the facts of the case, 
rather than be diverted by the 
confusing and often inaccurate 
information circulating. 

“Such situations do nothing 
to enhance the credibility of 
anyone involved. n 

UK Athletics has still not 
released the hearing date, but 
it is determined that it will be 
sooner rather than later so that 
Walken whatever the decision, 
can be allowed peace of mind. 


Giles shines in 
England rout 


CALUM GILES, the specialist 
corner-striker written off by 
many following the introduction 
of the no-substitute rule after 
the award of a penalty comer 
continued his remarkable goal 
scoring run with a hat-trick as 
England beat South Africa 6-0. 

England followed up their 6-2 
defeat of the Springboks two 
days ago with another confident 
performance in Buenos Aires 
after Giles had given them a 
dream start with two goals in 
the opening nine minutes. 

For his first, after seven 
minutes he was left with just tbe 
goalkeeper to beat following a 
smart move between Mark 
Peam and Danny Hall. His 
second, a low flick at England’s 
first penalty comer, enabled 
England to carry the initiative 
to the intervaL 

Russell Garcia and Hall in- 
creased England's lead with 
penalty comer conversions 
midway through the second 
half before Giles completed his 
hat-trick with a reverse stick 
sweep as the ball rebounded off 
the crossbar from a Jimmy 
Wallis shot 

Clever approach work by 
Duncan Woods provided the op- 
portunity for Peam to com- 
plete tiie England rout 
England will go into today’s sec- 


HOCKEY 


By Bill Colwill 

ond match against Argentina 
lull of confidence. ’ 

Jon Copp. the assistant 
coach in charge of yesterday s 
game, said: “I was very pleased 
with the team’s performance, 
continuing to improve with 
each match. The side played 
with discipline and determina- 
tion, coping well with periods of 
intense pressure from a much 
improved South African side." 

ENGLAND: S THggs (CanrerDuryi. M 
Johnson (Cannock). B Barnes iPeadmgi. 
J Halls | Cannock). B Waugh (Scurtigjce. 
capi); 1 Utallls tXeddingion). D Woods 
(South£4tel. R Garcia (Harvestehuderl: 
M Pearn (Reading). D HaD (Guildford), 
C dies | Sou rugate i . Substitutes used: 
B Sharpe t Cannock) B Garrard fTed- 
drngton). G Cower (Havant). T Bertram 
iBoumwIJej. 

SOUTH AFRICA: B Milne. J King. W Bond. 
C iackson (Captain). B Key: C Fulton. M 
Cullen. G Murray: G Clark. G lifted. E Smith. 
Supsnnrtes used: C Abrahams. D Gallagher. 
R Wilscn. G Maier. 

Umpires: E Ruiz (Arg| and E Saladmo 
I Aig). 

■ Slough, the English Champi- 
ons. lead the European Chal- 
lenge in the women’s Club 
Championship in Den Bosch, 
Netherlands, along with Edin- 
burgh Ladies. Clifton carry the 
Cup-Winners’ Cup banner in 
Tferrassa, Spain. Bees ton will 
have their first taste of European 
competition in the men’s Cup- 
Winners’ Cup in Amsterdam. 



Martina Hingis enrises past Sylvia Pilscbke 

Hingis on course 


WHEN MARTINA HINGIS won 
the Fhmily Circle Cup in South 
Carolina two years ago, she was 
way ahead of the field Now, her 
dominance is less dear cut 

“Everybody has improved 
so much," said Hingis, the tour- 
nament's top seed who beat 
Sylvia Piischke 6-3, 7-5 in her 
first match on Wednesday. “The 
Williams sisters, Lindsay [Dav- 
enport] took over No 1 for a 
while. There are so many more 
dangerous players to watch 
out for.” 

However, as many of them 
have decided to pass on the 
event Hingis seems to have the 
inside track to the tournament 
title with Serena Williams and * 
Davenport out with injuries, 
and Venus Williams' dedsion 
not to compete. 

However, Hingis may be 
challeng ed by Monica Seles, the 
second seed. No 6, Patty Schny- 


TENNIS 


der and No 10 Conchita Mar- 
tinez. They all advanced into the 
third round, as did Silvia Fari- 
na and the No 14 seed, Elena 
Likhovtseva. Iva Majoli de- 
feated the No 9 seed, Irina 
Spiriea, 1-6, 64, 6*2 in Wednes- 
day’s evening match. 

Hingis rose to No 1 at this 
tournament in 1997 and, when 
it was over, had extended her 
streak to 31 straight match vic- 
tories and six straight champi- 
onsMps. 

She was 16 years old, won 
three of the four Grand Slams 
that year and finished with a 
tour-best 75 match wfas. 

Last year. Hingis learned it 
wasn't that easy to stay on top. 
She won five times, down from 
her 12 titles a year earlier, and 
took only one majoc the Aus- 
tralian Open. 
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Defiant Hartson believes Welsh can 
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still 


WALES MAY have experienced 
nothing but disappointment 
against the Swiss in Zurich on 
Wednesday night but, according 
to John Hartson, their hopes of 
qualifying ibr Eton 2000 are Jar 
from over 

The Wimbledon striker; who 
has yet to score a goal in 1999, 
finally made his international 
comeback after a year’s 
absence from the Welsh squad. 
And he believes that Whies can 
still pull off two surprises in June 
when they face Italy and Den- 
mark in the space of five days. 


by Paul walker 


Hartson was brought on for 
the last 20 minutes as Wales 
went down 2-0 in the Letzigrund 
Stadium and surrendered sec- 
ond place to their hosts in 
Group One. However, with 
Belarus drawing away to the 
group leaders, Italy, the equa- 
tion is wide open again. 

Hartson said: “It's not all 
over; we can still qualify. We had 
such high hopes when we name 
out for the game; the prepara- 
tion has been excellent and 


the spirit really special- Every- 
one is really disappointed but 
also determined to put it right 
in the next two games.' 1 

Wednesday night’s results 
have tightened up the group and 
leave any one of Switzerland, 
Wales or Denmark with a 
chance of reaching the play-ofls. 

Hartson said: “It was terri- 
ble to lose the way we did to the 
Swiss - so much seemed to go 
against us, with our goalkeeper: 
Paul Jones, getting injured, 
and later having a goal disal- 
lowed Now the Swiss are in the 


driving seat after winning two 
games in five days, just tike we 
did back in October when we 
beat Denmark and Belarus. 

“They will think they are 
favourites for the runners-up 
spot But things can change 
very quickly in this group, as we 
have already seen." 

Another disappointment for 
Wales is that Robbie Savage's 
booking will rule him out of the 
trip to Bologna on 5 June. 

Northern Ireland's Iain 
Dowie knows his hopes of play- 
ing in the finals of a major 


championship are finally over. 
Throughout his nine-year in- 
ternational career the veteran 
striker has always harboured 
ambitions of one day competing 
in a World Cup or European 
Championship. 

Euro 2000 was his last 
chance to fulfil those dreams, 
but Wednesday night's goal- 
less draw against Moldova in 
Chisinau has ail but put paid to 
Irish chances of qualification. 

They now stand fourth in the 
Group Three, four points be- 
hind the joint leaders. Ger- 


many and Turkey; with just five 
points from five games. 

“It will be a real disappoint- 
ment not to get to the finals of 
a cham pionship and I know 
that's not going to happen now," 
he admitted. “It would have 
been nice if we could have kept 
the group alive against Moldo- 
va. We now have to go and beat 
Turkey at home, beat Germany 
away and beat Finland away. 

“It's not totally beyond us, 
but it's a bit of a pipe-dream. 
The three points would have 
kept the pot bubbling, but to be 


lair now the fire has probably 
gone out Of course we'll keep 
going until it’s mathematically 
impossible not to qualify. 

“We want to get as many 
points as we can to help our 
far the World Cup draw 
Dowie, who remains just 
one goal short of equalling 
Colin Clarke’s Northern Ireland 
record of 13. is not ready to 
hang up his boots just yet 
Despite his 34 years, the 
Queen’s Park Rangers striker 
remains Northern Ireland s 
main forward and he will not 



turn his bad; on the manager; 
Lawrie McMenerny, white. he. 
still needs him. 

“If Lawrie ever needs me I 
will always play" he said “Iff 
feel Tm letting anyone down - 
and I don’t think anybody could 
accuse me of that in these last 
two games against Germany 
and Moldova - I will be the &st . 
to say so. likewise ifLawrie de- , 
tides it’s time to .inoye on toj 
fresher pastures, I wiQ accept - 
that because 1 have a great re- 
lationship with Lawrie and he's 
been top class." . ' ' ■ 



McAllister’s 


rough ride 


hurts Brown 


GARY MCALLISTER'S interna- 
tional career, which has 
brought him 57 caps and has 
seen him become Scotland’s 
outstanding player of the 1990s, 
hangs in the balance today as 
Craig Brown considers his re- 
sponse to the home supporters’ 
booing of his captain during 
Wednesday’s 2-1 home defeat 
by the Czech Republic. 

The setback at Celtic Park 
effectively ended the Scots’ 
hopes of reaching Euro 2000 as 
winners of Group Nine. Quali- 
fication via the play-offs for sec- 
ond-placed sides now appears 
their most realistic route to the 
finals. But whatever twists 
remain in the campaign, the 
Scotland manager intimated 
yesterday that McAllister 
might not be around to influ- 
ence events. 

“Gary McAllister is not a 
quitter;" Brown said, as per- 
plexed by the treatment of the 
Coven try haymaker as he was 
angered and saddened. “How- 
ever; he wouldn’t be the first 
player to say: ‘Enough is 
enough’." 

Brown continued: “1 have to 
make a decision in terms of the 
team. The individual is impor- 
tant and I have always been 
loyal, but it is a team game, and 
I have to take hard decisions 
with that in mind. 

“Out of respect, I would not 
make that decision without 
first consulting the player Peo- 
ple assume nowadays that foot- 
ballers are just wealthy and 
big-headed, but they are ordi- 
nary people. Tm conscious of 
the feet Gary has family who 
will have been very hurt by the 
criticism." 

Brown, who discovered 
McAllister had left the stadium 


By Phil Shaw 


by the time he finished his 
post-match press conference, 
plans to discuss the situation 
with him over the weekend. 
While Scotland have few 
enough players of his experi- 
ence and quality. Brown may 
decide it would be in the 
interests of the individual and 
the team if he were no longer 
considered. 

The jeering started around 
the hour mark after McAllister 
lost possession with the Czechs 
2-0 up. The former Leeds 
playei; making his comeback for 
his country after a 15-month ab- 
sence during which he missed 
the World Cup finals due to a 
cruciate-ligament injury looked 
shocked. He was soon substi- 
tuted for what Brown termed 
“purely tactical reasons”. 

The abuse was all the more 
disappointing, said Brown, 
because McAllister invariably 
demonstrates leadership and 
commitment. Moreover, he 
does not hide when, as on 
Wednesday, he is below par. 
“Gary always wants the ball 
and tries to be creative. He 
never takes the soft option." 

Before Scotland's next 
group fixtures, which include a 
visit to the Faroe Islands four 
days before the return with 
Poborsky, Berger and compa- 
ny in Prague on 9 June, they 
face Germany in a friendly in 
Bremen on 28 April. If McAl- 
lister is left out or even retires 
from international football - 
and at 34 he could not be 
expected to soldier on indefi- 
nitely - it would be a tawdry 
end to a nine-year tour of 
national duly. 

He is not the first to be bear 


the brunt of the fans’ frustra- 
tions; remarkable as it may 
now fifigm, Kenny Dalglish was 
once singled out Nor, argue 
those who have not noticed that 
the era of Baxter, B re inner 
and Celtic’s Lisbon Lions has 
long since ended, is he the 
most exciting, aggressive or 
typically “Scottish" of players. 

Yet he has few equals in 
combining industry and 
invention - among his compa- 
triots. only John Collins comes 
close technically - and it is dif- 
ficult to know what he has 
done to offend people. Some 
suggest it was having a penalty 
saved by David Seaman 
a gains t E nglan d at Euro 96. If 
so, his detractors have highly 
selective memories as well as 
petty minds. When Scotland 
next received a spot-kick, in 
Belarus, he had the “bottle” to 
score the only goal of a match 
critical to their prospects of 
going to France 98. 

Gordon Strachan, his club 
manager, first noticed the vili- 
fication when Coventry played 
a friendly at Dunfermline. 
“What right do these people 
have to do that? What have 
they ever done for Scottish 
football? If you put them all 
together, their patriotism 
wouldn’t equal Gary’s," he said, 
revealing that McAllister often 
joined up with the Scotland 
squad carrying knocks that 
would prompt most players to 
drop out 

Brown, although justifiably 
consoled by the form of certain 
members of a new generation, 
notably Neil McCann and 


and intolerance by acting in 
haste over McAllister. 



France 



against 

Russia 
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Scotland's Gary McAllister (left) tangles with Tomas Votava of the Czech Republic on Wednesday Allsport 


Poland facing the threat of Euro 2000 expulsion 



Serbian Sasa Drakulic makes his point after scoring in 
a Sooth Korean league match on Wednesday AP 


POLAND HAVE been ordered fay 
Fife, football's world governing 
body, to resolve a dispute 
between the country’s sports 
ministry and football associa- 
tion within the next week. 

If England's Euro 2000 qual- 
ifying group rivals fell to settle 
the tong-running internal wran- 
gle by 8 April the maximum 
possible penalty would be the 
suspension of the national 
association and possible 
expulsion from the Euro 2000 
qualifying stages. However; 
Fife, which could also simply 
impose a fine, is unwilling to dis- 
cuss the likely outcome. 

The dispute, which dates 
back to last summer, centres 
around the Polish FA’s unwill- 
ingness to organise new 
democratic elections after 


by mark Bradley 


months of alleged misman- 
agement - something the 
sports ministry had requested. 
On 12 March, Fife’s executive 
committee ordered the Polish 
FA to hold elections as soon as 
possible, only to be told that 
these would not take place 
until the end of next year. 

The world governing body 
therefore stepped up the pres- 
sure on the Polish FA on 26 
March by setting a deadline of 
next Thursday, by which time 
a date for elections must be set 

The British Embassy in 
Budapest said yesterday that 
there is no reason why Eng, 
land's friendly with Hungary 
cannot go ahead as planned. The 
game has been in doifot because 


of the conflict in the Balkans, 
which adjoins Hungary but an 
Embassy spokesman said sug- 
gestions of a possible post- 
ponement of the friendly game 
have emanated from Britain. 
“We have not heard anything 
here at all," the spokesman 
said. “The people here are quite 
excited about seeing England 
play here. There have been no 
calls for the game to be called 
off. It is safe to travel to 
Budapest and there is no prob- 
lem here.” 

Yugoslavia’s football associ- 
ation has suspended its domes- 
tic league programme in the 
wake of the Nato air strikes, but 
insiststhenatioaal team will not 
be thrown out of the European 
Championship. 

u Vfe cannot play football while 


there is bombing going on so we 
will not be playing this weekend," 
the Yugoslav FA secretary, 
Branko Bulatovic, said yester- 
day 

He added that Yugoslavia 
would remain in the European 
Championship qualifying com- 
petition despite speculation that 
military activity in the area 
would force a re-think by Uefe, 
the European governing body. 

Uefe has so fer postponed six 
matches in the region involving 
Yugoslavia and neighbouring 
teams, fuelling reports that the 
country would be unable to 
resume its qualifying campaign 
Uefe’s Euro 2000 chief; Guido 
Tbgnoni, said on Monday that 
Trhgoslavia remained eligible to 
[day, and Bulatovic insisted that 
reports to the contrary were un- 


founded “What has happened 
doesn't affect the national team," 
he said “Mfe don’t have a prob- 
lem with Fife or Uefe. In fed; we 
have just received a fax from Uefe 
assuring us our position is safe.” 

Bulatovic stressed that no 
United Nations sanctions were 
in place this time, unlike in 1992 
when Yugoslavia were disqual- 
ified from the European Cham- 
pionship finals in Sweden. “As 
long as there are no sanctions, 
there is no doubt about our par- 
ticipation," be said 

Bulatovic also said the 
national federation had nothing 
to do with the sporadic walk-outs 
by individual Yugoslav players 
with European dubs. “What the 
players do as fer as their dubs 
are concerned is op to them," he 
said “We have issued no dictat" 


ROGER LEMERRE, the France 
coach, was a a happy man after 
his side’s 2-0 win over Armenia, 
not least because, the game ;■*' 
was ideal preparation for the \r * 
next European Championship ^ V 
qualifier at home to Russia, as y 
both opponents have a si milar 4 i 
style. y 

The world champions, hav- y : 
fog been held 0-0 at the Stade % 
de France by their chief group - 
rivals Ukraine on Saturday, '.'-V 
emerged better than expected U: > 
from their back-to-back Group ,V. ■ 
Four qualifiers. While France t. r 
were beating the Armenians, 
Ukraine dropped two points in 
a surprise l-l draw at home 
against Iceland, allowing the 
French to join them at the top 
of the group. 

“It’s a good result against 
Armenia, a team who played 
their own game against us," 
Lemerre said on Thursday. 

“That didn’t surprise me be- 
cause seven or eight of their 
players play in Russia. Besides, 
Armenia and Russia have more 
or less the same game. 

“I fear Russia at home on 0 
June more than our trip td 
Ukraine [in September] be- 
cause the match a gains t the 
Russians will' be more open. 
LetVnot forget they gave us a 
tough time." ■ 

France beat Russia 3-2 in - 
Moscow in October, virtually 
putting paid to their hopes of 
qualifying. But the fourth- 
placed Russians have the abil- 
ity to influence the outcome of 
the group. 

“We must keep the players 
motivated during the two 
months before the [Russia] 
match," Lemerre said “Well 
have to find friendlies.” 

Lemerre said he was not 
concerned about the possibility 
of his players picking up an in- 
jury during Jean-Piesre Papiris 
testimonial at Marseilles' Ybto- 
drome on 30 May. 

“The French team are very 
keen to take part in Papin’s 
jubilee. It will be the team's big 
re-assembly before the match 
against Russia,” he said - 

Lemerre found plenty 
please him in attack on 
Wednesday, even though 
several good chances were 
scorned 

“Against Ukraine on Satur- 
day. the French (fid not perhaps 
have the courage to go full out 
for victory... against Armenia 
I felt there was a bit more 
will." 

France had three recog- 
nised central strikers on the 
pitch in the second half - 
Arsenal's Nicolas Anelka, Syi- 
vato Wiltord and David 
Trezeguet- but failed to add to 
their two first-half goals. 

They missed the vision of 
their playmaker Zinedine 
Zidane - the Juventus mid- 
fielder did not play in either. 
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Patmore the pride of England’s semi-pros Villa’s InterToto option 



A FIRST-HALF goal from War- 
ren Patmore, the burly Yeovil 
Town strike; earned England’s 
semi-professional international 
team a 1-1 draw with the 
Netherlands in Tuesday's 
friendly in Genemuiden. 

The result, which followed 
last month’s 4-1 win over Italy 
at Hayes, means that the Eng- 
land side have yet to taste 
defeat this season. They will be 
seeking to extend that record 
in the campaign's third and 
last international, against 
Wales at St Albans City on Sun- 
day 23 May. 

The squad for the annual 
game against the Welsh will 
also represent the Football 
Association in a fixture against 
Scotland's Highland League 
XI on Friday 21 May, at Che- 
sham United. Among the play- 


NON-LEAGUE 

NOTEBOOK 


By Rupert Metcalf 


ers hoping to take part in those 
two matches will be three men 
who answered late call-ups to 
face the Dutch this week. 

A series of injuries meant 
that John Owens, the England 
manager, was unable to re- 
select the side which beat the 
Italians. The experienced Chel- 
tenham Tbwn midfiel der Mark 
Yates, was replaced by Yeovil’s 
captain, Steve Stott, while 
another Yeovil playei; Murray 
Fishlock, came in for an other 
man from Cheltenham, Dale 
Watkins. Nuneaton Borough’s 
Barry Williams stood in for 
Simon Wormull of Dover 
Athletic. 


Patmore had already found 
the net with a fifth-minute 
header, which was disallowed 
for pushing, before he gave 
England the lead in the 34th 
minute. Again he used his head, 
to meet a cross from Doncaster 
Rovers’ right-back Simon Shaw 
at the far post The home team 
equalised in the 51st minute 
when a long shot was deflect- 
ed past the Cheltenham goal- 
keeper; Steve Book. 

Owens felt that England had 
done enough to win. “We con- 
trolled the first haff apart from 
a 15-minute spell," be said, “and 
althou gh the second half was 
more even, as the Dutch were 
more positive, we still created 
the more promising openings. 7 ’ 

Owens was particularly 
pleased with Patmore, whose 
goal was his first at interna- 


tional level, and his striking 
partner; Neil Grayson, of Chel- 
tenham. “They make a very 
effective pair;" the manager 
said. “When you’re construct- 
ing a team you look for partic- 
ular attitudes and a mix of 
qualifies, and they complement 
each other very wefl." 

Grayson and his Chel- 
tenham team-mates will be 
concentrating on dub rather 
than international football over 
the Easter weekend. In one of 
the biggest Nationwide Con- 
ference games of the season, 
the Gloucestershire ride trav- 
el to Northamptonshire 
tomorrow to take on Rushden 
& Diamonds. 

While Cheltenham were win- 
ning l-O at Emley last weekend 
to reach the semi-finals of the 
FA Umbro Trophy, they slipped 


from first to third place in the 
Conference as a result of Rush- 
den’s 0-0 draw at Kettering. 
Rushden now lead the league 
on goal difference from Ket- 
tering, with Cheltenham just 
one point adrift 

Cheltenham have one game 
in hand on Rushden and four in 
hand on Kettering, so a home 
win is vital tomorrow for the 
Nene Park outfit “The boys are 
ready for it,” the Diamonds' 
manager, Brian Talbot, said. “It 
should be a full house [of 
around 6.000] and we're looking 
forward to it" 

On Monday Cheltenham 
entertain Kidderminster Har- 
riers while Rushden travel to 
Woking. Kettering are away to 
Leek Town tomorrow and at 
home to Stevenage Borough 
two days later. 


ASTON VILLA may apply to 
take part in the InterToto Cup 
after Uefa's decision to award 
a European spot to the FA Cup 
semi-finalists, Newcastle. 

Villa, who go into action today 
against West Ham, are 10 points 
adrift of the fourth spot which is 
needed to guarantee qualifica- 
tion via the Premier League. 
The Villa chair man Doug rellig. 
needs to inform Europe's gov- 
erning bo«fy ofVfila's interest by 
7 April, but the club's manager; 
John Gregory, would be a 
reluctant participant - it would 
mean starting the season in 

Jufy- and is to have farther talks 

with Ellis over the weekend. 
ESis said: “Because the start 

of the season is so early it is not 
too much different from g oing 
on tour. We had planned to do 
that between 17 and 24 July and 


could play in this competition 
instead." 

Gregory said: “Europe is a 
minimum requirement for a 
club of Villa’s stature. It has 
been a necessity to qualify and 
the dub have been a regular [in 
European competition] for the 
past five or six years. Ideally 
you wouldn't want to take part 
but the InterToto Cup repre- 
sents a route into Europe if we 
fail to do it through the league. 

“I suppose you could say it 
is impossible to turn down be- 
cause of the money that Europe 

generates and the carrot of 
attracting players. Teams who 
have taken part in the InterToto 
Cup have gone on to have good 
runs in the Uefe Cup. Bordeaux 
got to the finals two years ago 
and Bologna are in this season’s 
semi-finals." 


As West Ham prepared yes- 
terday for their visit to Villa 
Park, Harry JRedknapp, never 
afraid to take 'a gamble on a 
controversial player; revealed 
how be once tried to sign Stan 
Collymore for West Ham. The 
Vflia striker will be missing 
from today's game after being 
admitted to a clinic for the rest 
of the season suffering from 
clinical depression. 

“I was looking at Stan for a 
veiy long time," said Redknapp. 
“He was playing for Crystal 
Palace reserves and was avail- 
able for £50,000. 1 must have ! 
watched him a dozen times. 

“Then I sent FYankLampard 
to have a look at him and in the 
end I decided a gains t, buying 
hi®. He moved on to Southend 
soon after - so look at the 
money rve lost out on!" 
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Wigan boon 
as Betts adds 
extra option 


e 


AS CLUBS go back to the good 

old, bad aid dsrys of a double pro- 
gramme of Bazik Hobday fix* 
hires, it is Wigan, who stage 
Central Park's last ever Good 
Friday derby against St Helens 
today, who have the reinforce- 
ments grouping on the horizon. 

Games os either side of the 
weekend win test the depth 
and quaEty of squads, but Wigan 
have the boost of having Denis 
Betts ready to return against 
Wakefield on Monday. The 
Great Britain second-rowet; out 
since rupturing a knee last sea- 
son, has come safely through 20 
minutes of a reserve game 
against Saints. With Ibny Smith 
also waiting in the win g s, W igan 
JGEKLE^EK^r 3 ^ one team growing in 

aev was * a hij,py ^ SSNtrength over Easter 

^ ■ The same, however cannot 
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be said of Saints, who have 
something of a forward crisis 
building up. Vila Matautia and 
Chris Joynt are both likely to 
miss today’s noon kick-off, 
along with Paul Davidson, who 
is suspended, and the out of 
favour Phfi Adamson, who has 
beared a hand in the reserves. 
Although Ellery Hanley is play- 
ing his cards doser to his chest 
than ever for his return to a 
ground where he was a legend 
as a playei; the young forwards 
Andy Leathern and Tim 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


By Dave Hadfield 

Jonkers are likely to play a part 

Today is the first test for the 
heightened profile the London 
Broncos hope to gain from 
qualifying for Wembley in such 
unforgettable style last week- 
end. The club reports long 
queues for Cup final tickets, but 
maximising the benefit from 
their achievement depends on 
maintaining their form be- 
tween now and the start of 
May. The only unbeaten side in 
Britain entertain Hull today 
and the London coach, Dan 

Stains, calls it “a real test of our 

mental toughness in putting 
aside the emotion of last week- 
end’s result”. 

Matt Salter will start in place 
of another Londoner Dominic 
Peters, with Shane Millard 
moving to the second row. while 
Azfy Spencer and Glen Air could 
be fit to return via the bench, 
from which Anthony Seibold 
could make his first appearance 
for the dub. 

It is also a highly significant 
day for the Gateshead Thunder 
After losing two opening match- 
es, against Leetfc and St Helens, 
that they could not have been 
seriously expected to win, the 


visit of Wakefield is a match in 
which they must perform con- 
vincingly if they are to start 
building their credibility in the 
North-east. Deon Bird is out in- 
jured and Dawd Maiden, a north 
Queenslander from Cairns with 
real pace at his disposal will 
make his debut for the Thunder 

Salford, whose latest crisis 
was precipitated by defeat at 
Wakefield two weeks ago, field 
a much-changed team at home 
to Warrington. Martin Cromp- 
ton is dropped in favour of Carl 
Briggs at scrum-half, winger 
Mark Johnson is also left out 
and Hudson Smith is injured. 
With club disciplinary mea- 
sures still hanging over him, a 
bad defeat could leave the Sal- 
ford coach, Andy Gregory on 
even thinner ice. 

Castlsford must get over the 
bitter disappointment of their 
semi-final defeat when Halifax 
visit tonight, while Sheffield and 
Huddersfield will both be seek- 
ing their first points ofthe sea- 
son at the Don Valley Stadium. 

New Zealand are insisting 
that Richie Blackmore, who 
missed Leeds’ game at Brad- 
ford last night with a recur- 
rence of his groin injury, must 
play for them in their Tfest in 
Sydney eight days before the 

ft halTpngp fhip final 


Free role for Reynolds 


Ttot • 

US c 


Usa* ‘J:w /: 

* > ! 5u'r.'“ !•— . ' - 

in *■ r- - 

.T.J*. ■/. 

issiir::? . 

•r" •. 
II;!- UrV’. 

A 'u ■■■*■ ■>' '*■ 

uv.r - 

*jrn»' " • 

•**» • 1 

•fere h-f.--.r- ■ 
L, -‘S. r. • V. . 

* gr- 

• - 

onil.s u' . -■ 
a\±: 

; , ■ .. .! .. .i — 

*!.* ■ - 

L«svs-- -- 

toST-K- ■ - 


y DEAN REYNOLDS was pleased 
’ just tobeabletopl^Joe John- 

- son at the Embassy World 

_ ■ Championship qualifying com- 

petition m Telford yesterday, 
j-. '.r The Grimsby left-hander 
■yas a free man to compete in 
” fm game’s Wue riband event 
' •"? onfyafiter receiving special dis- 
-~ r pensation from prison author- 

- ities. Reynolds, released from 
r-: Morton Hall open prison two 

■ - weeks ago after serving a jail 
term for drink-drivmg, was 
Mi frxxxritoplaywitoaneleriromc 
tagaroqndhlsanklaHowever; 
r .;« the 7jttn house curfew in^osed 
when Reynolds was released 
, i early fitan prison has been 


SNOOKER 


waived while be plays In the 
£L4m tournament 

Reynold looked determined 
to make the most of his time out 
of the house when his 
marathon match against John- 
son was suspended to allow the 
next session of matches to 
begin on time. It meant that 
Reynolds, leading 9-5, still 
required one more frame to set 
up ameefingwith Jimmy ^ White 
today when a place in the 
championship proper at the 
Crucible will be at stake. 

Meanwhile, Gloucester’s 
Nick Pearce will face Darren 


Morgan fbr a trip to Sheffield 
today, following a remarkable 
10-7 victory over Gary Pouting. 

Pearce, a former male 
model arrived half an hour 
late for yesterday’s opening 
session after misreading the 
start time. As a result, he was 
docked three frames but rallied 
to trail only 5-4 overnight and 
pulled away on the resumption. 

John Lardner of Glasgow, 
came dose to compiling a max- 
imum break ih his 'surprise 
10-8 win over Australia’s Quin- 
ten Hann. Lardner potted 13 
reds with blacks but missed a 
tricky penultimate red, when 
forced to use the nest on 104. 



The Oakland Athletics shortstop, Miguel Tejada, jumps over Keith Lnuloa, of the Anaheim Angels, during a 
pre-season baseball friendly in Arizona on Wednesday. The Athletics suffered a 17-3 loss Reuters 
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Woodhall severs links with Warren 


: ANOTHER WORLD champion 
.7-: has severed links with Frank 
Warren. Richie WoodhaB, hold- 
“55 er of the World Boxing Council 
super-middleweight title, has 
departed after less than two 
.••• years in the promoter’s stable 
Woodhall has terminated 
.S' two agreements he had with 
Warren, foidwing in the recent 
js of Prince Naseem 
, and has cited irrecon- 


BOXING 


eatable differences. A state- 
ment released by the fighter’s 
lawyers said: “Richie Wood- 
hall has today given notice to 
Mr Frank Wtoren of termina- 
tion of two agreements, namely 
a promoter-boxer agreement 
and a manager-boxer agree- 
ment Richie Wbodhall will now 
be self-managed.” 


The 30-year-old signed up in 
May 1997 with Warren, who 
promised the Telford fighter a 
second world title chance after 
his failure to win the WBC mid- 
dleweight crown from Keith 
Holmes while with Mickey Duff 
Woodhall out-of-contract 
with Duff when he chose to link 
up with Warren, then went on 
to beat Thulane “Sugar Boy” 
Malinga in March last year in 


front of his home crowd at the 
Telford Ice Rink to take the 
super-middleweight title. 

Successful defences followed 
in September with a majority 
verdict over Glenn Catley and 
tbpn pgams t thp I talian Vjn ema n 
Nardiello in February, whose 
comer threw in the towel mid- 
way through the sixth round. 

The biggest pay-day of 
TOoodhall’s career is possibly in 


the pipeline with a potential uni- 
fication battle against the World 
Boxing Organisation champion. 
Joe Catzaghe, later this year. 

Woodhall will now be self- 
managed. although the question 
is who will promote his next 
fight, with Hamed's forthcom- 
ing defence of his WBO feath- 
erweight title against Paul Ingle 
later this month being staged as 
a one-off by Barry Hearn. 


Sydney removes Coles from relay duties 


PHIL COLES,the International 
Olympic Committee member; 
was yesterday stripped of his 
duties organising the 100 -day 
Ofympic Torch relay, which will 
set the 2000 Gaines in motion, 
by the Sydney organising com- 
mittee. 

Cols, a 67 -year-old former 
Olympic kayakei; narrowly es- 
caped. expulsion from the IOC 
last mouth for haying accepted 
free holidays in Salt Lake Cify. 


OLYMPIC GAMES 


Hie how faces a further inquiry 
over allegations that he re- 
ceived gold and diamond jew- 
ellery from someone connected 
with Athens’ failed bid for the 
1996 Games, allegations he de- 
nies. 

As an IOC member; Coles is 
guaranteed a seat rathe board 

of SOCOG, the Sydney organ- 
ising committee, but Michael 


Knight, the SOCOG president, 
pushed through a motion yes- 
terday that Coles be removed 
from the committee organising 
the relay. 

“All I wanted to do was con- 
tribute to the games being a 
success and particularly the 
torch relay” Coles told Sydney’s 
Radio 2UE. “Apparently every- 
one knew this was one way of 
hurting me and I must say 
they’ve been successful" 


Knight said that as Coles had 
already stepped down from all 
Games duties while the IOC in- 
vestigated him he had not been 
taking care of the relay for the 
past two months. “We need to 
be moving forward, we need a 
chairperson of that committee 
that's available both in New 
South Wales and interstate,'* 
Knight said, referring to at- 
tempts to raise public interest 
in the relay. 


The Coles case has come as 
an embarrassment to the IOC*, 
which tried to put bribery’ 
scandals behind it at a special 
meeting in Lausanne last 
month. 

That meeting saw six IOC 
members expelled for accept- 
ing gifts or cash from Salt Lake 
Cify Olympic officials. Four 
other IOC members have re- 
signed in the organisation's 
worst crisis. 


Double target 
for Scantlebury 


ENGLAND'S MOST capped 
international Peter Scantle- 
bury. is hoping for for a double 
celebration tonight when he 
becomes the first player to 
make his 500th Budweiser 
League appearance, playing 
for Sheffield Sharks in the 
championship decider at Man- 
chester Giants. 

The title will be settled in 
what is the final game of the 
regular season for both teams, 
after the Giants' title hopes 
were resurrected by Sheffield’s 
defeat at Chester Jets last 
weekend. 

Scantlebury said: “Playing in 
my 500th game means a lot, but 
not as much as winning the 
league. This would be the icing 
on toe cake. It just seems amaz- 
ing it has come down to this last 
game: that means so much.** 

Scantlebury began the sea- 
son on 466 games, tied with the 
retired Ken Nottage. and made 
ll appearances for Newcastle 


BASKETBALL 


By Richard Taylor 


Eagles before transferring to 
Sheffield, where he has added 
a further 22. 

Scantlebury won the league 
title with Thames Valley Tigers 
in 1994 alongside Tony HoLley, 
who plays against him tonight 
for Manchester. 

Midweek results have clar- 
ified the play-off positions. The 
Tigers* 96-80 win over Leices- 
ter guarantees them third 
place, with London Towers 
now certain to finish fourth. 

The Sharks. Giants, Tigers 
and Towers will have home 
advantage for the best-of-three 
play-off quarter-finals. Derby 
Storm. Birmingham Bullets, 
the Eagles and Greater Lon- 
don Leopards complete the 
last eight, with the pairings 
being decided by this week- 
end's results. 


French 

official 

faces 

charges 


CYCLING 


BY BERT LAUWERS 
in Brussels 


THE LATEST round of damag- 
ing allegations connecting cy- 
cling with doping offences 
became public yesterday when 
France’s leading two officials 
appeared before the magis- 
trate investigating the Tour de 
France dr ugs scandal. 

At a hearing in Lille the 
president of the French Cy- 
cling Federation, Daniel BaaL 
who is also the deputy presi- 
dent of the governing In- 
ternational Cycling Union, was 
charged with “complicity in 
helping others to obtain and 
use illegal performance en- 
hancing substances”. 

The Tour director, Jean- 
Marie Leblanc, was also ques- 
tioned by magistrate Patrick 
Kefl, but was not charged. 

The developments in Lille 
came on the same day as rid- 
ers and management of the 
world's leading team. Mapei. 
were cleared of doping allega- 
tions following the discovery of 
banned amphetamines. How- 
ever. according to a Belgian 
public prosecutor an Italian 
masseur with the Italian-Bel- 
gian team was still being held 
in custody last night in con- 
nection with the discovery of 
five flasks of amphetamines 
which had been mailed from the 
riders' hotel to Italy. 

The Mapei riders were 
taken out of the De Panne 
three-day race earlier yester- 
day and held for questioning. *T 
can already state that man- 
agement of the Mapei group is 
not involved in this case. The 
inquiry has made this clear,” 
Louis Denecker, a Belgian 
public prosecutor, said. 

“As far as the riders are 
concerned, they understand 
the situation very well because 
it is also important for them that 
they came out of this without 
any reproach." 

Denecker alleged that the 
Italian masseur had tried to 
send the amphetamines to a 
compatriot who once had ties 
with Mapei but he declined to 
give further details. The am- 
phetamines were discovered in 
a video cassette box at Brussels 
airport. The Mapei riders, in- 
cluding the race leader and Bel- 
gian champion. Tom Steels, 
were forced to follow police, 
who halted toe race. 

The first part of the stage 
was later cancelled after other 
teams retired in sympathy with 
the Mapei team, but toe second 
leg went ahead without the 
Mapei riders, who also includ- 
ed toe world No l. Michele 
Bartoli and the former world 
champion, Johan Museeuw. 
The team's hotel rooms were 
also searched by police and 
urine samples taken. 

There are fears that some 
races in the forthcoming World 
Cup series - including next 
week's Tour of Flanders and 
the Paris-Roubaix race on 11 
April - could be deprived of a 
number of leading riders be- 
cause of continuing drugs in- 
vestigations. A number of 
Spanish teams, led by ONCE, 
are reluctant to race in France 
for fear of police harassment 

The Baal and Leblanc bear- 
ings were apparently prompted 
by a number of confessions by 
riders to Keil in recent weeks. 
According to a police source 
close to the case, the magistrate 
wanted to widen his investiga- 
tion to demonstrate that the 
whole world of cycling was 
aware of doping and failed to 
take action. 
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ATHLETICS 

Bryan Bronson, the American 400 
metres hinrfles champion, has been 
suspended after* positive drugs test 
In Rome lastJuty. Speaking from the 
International Amateur Athletic Fed- 
eration headquarters in Monaco, 
spokesman Giorgio ftefneri said a 
urine sample Item Bronson had con- 
tained ‘abnormal steroid concen- 
trations’. 


TODAY’S 
NUMBER 

■ 37 > 

r Hie home games 
Jamaica's footballers 
havegphe without 
' ^ *2 defeat. The Reggae 
B^b^tParagaay 
3r0 inKingston oh 
Wednesday with help 
from a fifth-minute : 
g/xd by Wimbledon's ; 
Miircus Gayle ; a " 


BASKETBALL 
NBA: Detroh 87 Bosron 72; 1 
84 Orlando 73; Milwaukee 1 02 < 

54r Phoenix 93 Golden Sam 78: Portland 
.100 Sacramento 86. 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Bud- 


Leicester I 


CRICKET 

West Indies haw added the wrapped 
batsman, WaveJI Hinds, to chdr 


- FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless stated 

FA CAR1IN6 PH EU WEHSHfP 

Aston VDIa v West Ham (7.45) 

. . NXnOWNIDE LEAGUE 
F&tST DM5KM 

Crewe v Birmingham (5.0) 

SECOND MUfStOH 

COlcnesw v Preston (7.45) — ■ — 

Northampton v Bournemouth (7.45) 

. Oldham « Luton (330).... 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Comwh’S Quay v 
Caersws P-30). 

MONTAGUE UNDER- 15 INTERNA- 
TIONAL TOURNAMENT* England v Chl- 
W13.0), 

HYMAN LEAGUE Am DhWon: Can- 
vey Island v Whyte Krafe (3-0). 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Southern M- 
■Mok FteM Tbwn V Havanc & wacertxwifle 
(3.0): Folkestone Invina vAsntord Town 

: M- 

UNMET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
. John O'Hara Laagna Cap Anal: Butgess 
HMl Tbwn v Saltdean Utd (T1.0) (or 
PEORlMWl). 


squad for the fourth and final Test 
against Australia, which starts in 
Antigua tomorrow. Shhmarine Chan- 
derpaul was again left out because 
of injury! Australia may be without 
their fast bowler Jason Gillespie be- 
cause of a back Injury he picked up 
on the last day of toe third Tesc- 
WE5T INDIES SQUAD: 5 L Campbell. A 
F G Griffith, D R E Joseph, B C Lara (cap- 
ta), C L Hooper, J C Adams. 3 D Jacobs 
■ :). N 0 Peny P T Collins, C ELAm- 
e.CA WHsh. CCoOjfiTKire, WWHinds. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


SOIEMBX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 

DhUoK Bl deford v Barnstaple Town: 
Caine Tbwn v Westbury Utd (1I.30]:Oiip- 
pentiamTbBwivMeashamTbwn: Elmore 
v Tiverton Town: Keynsham Town v BIsVh 
opSutmn (11.0): Mangotsfleld Utd h Bris- 
tol Manor Farm. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NTH LEAGUE 
First DMskut: jarngw Roofing v South 
Shields (1 1 .0); West Auckland v Shildon 
130). 

HOCKEY 

EASTER FESTIVALS: Weymouth 48cn; 
Blackpool 49th: Engfah Ranera Fesaval lot 
Torbay). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
JJB SPORTS 
SUPER LEAGUE 

Casdefonl w HaMi» (7.30) 

Gateshead v Wbtafleld (7 J0J 

London v Hull (3.30) 


FOOTBALL 

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLY 

(NqgsMn): Jamaica 3 (Gayle 5. Whitmore 
37. Johnson A 7) faraguay 0. 
WEDNESDAYS LATE RESULTS: European 
Championship: Group One: Italy T Belarus 
1: Switzerland 2 wales 0. Group Tkmx Latvia 
0 Greece 0. Group Three: Germany - Fin- 
land 0. Group Four: France 2 Armenia 0 
Group Rn: Luxembourg 0 Bulgaria 2; 
Poland 0 Sweden 1 . Group Sic San Marino 
0 Spain 6 . Grm^i Seme (jeduenstem 0 Per- 
rural 5. Group Nines Scotland l Czec" Rep 
2. Internal ri k mal Metafiles: Netherlands 1 


NORTHERN FORD Premiership: Bat- 
lejrv Dewsbury (7 30): Doncaster u Old- 
ham (7.30): Hull K R v Tfort (3 0). 
Hunslet v Bramley (7. BO): Keighley v 
Feathers tone (7.30); Lancashire Lynji v 
Barrow (3.0): Leigh v Widnes |3.0). 
Swincon v Rochdale (3.0): Workington 
v Whitehaven (3.0). 

RUGBY UNION 

AO LEAGUE Second Dhitslou: Sunday's 
Weil v DL5P (4.0). 


BA5KETBALL 
BUDWEISER LEAGUE: Milton Keynes Li- 
ons « Derby Storm (4.0). Manchester Gr- 
ants v WestfteW SharKS Sheffield (2 Oi 


Salford v Warrington (3.0) 

Sheffield v Huddersfield (6.0) — 

Wigan v Sc Helens (12.05) 


OTHER SPORTS 
SNOOKER: Embassy World Champi- 
onship qualifiers |ct Telford; 

TENNIS: Davis Cup World Groups: 
Bricain v USA (two singles rubbers) laf 
Natkutcl Indoor Arena. Birmnghemi 


Argentina ?. Japan 0 Brazil 2 Nationwide 
Conference: Foiesi Green 1 neUnWoid 0 
Pori tins League Premiar Division: Binn 
mgham 3 EUaO>Dum i First Division: 
Soiton o Oldham 2. MoaJryyc-jpn u Min uw 
- Port Vale J Bai nsley 0. west Btcm 0 Tun- 
mere 3 Second Division: Huddeisfieid i 
IRImham 0. Lincoln 3 noth County 0 
Shrewsbury 3 Stotfcpoii i Third Division: 
Carlisle I HuS 2 Haiifa* 0 Darlington i . Hanle- 
pool 2 Chester 2 IWgan i Rochdale 0 Avon 
insurance Combination First Division: 
Brentford 2 West Ham I Brigmon 2 
Brjuiuemouih t . Cambridge VPiiiham u ip. 
swish i CcJchesier ? A-ceiMnuugh I Bar- 
net l . PwTsmoutfl 2 Southampton O' Swnrion 
OOiHsw I IMBood League Hrst DMslOit 
Congletor levin 0 Netnerfieid 0 De Martens 
League Midland Division; Racing Warw >• 
] Reodltdl Utd V Soimull Ecautp 1 Cjnder lord 
Town 2 Southern Division: *St Leonards 3 
Anouw l League Cup Semi-final, second 

teg: Suiion Coldfield I Boston Utd 0 iSulK*" 
LOkffnM win JJ .;w tiiTci Ryman League 
Second DMsIok Ban^ac 2 Hartuw J Third 
DhrHion: Tring t East IhuriiXl-. 0 Wln- 
ttonlead Kent League Premier Division; 
Cray Wanderer* 0 few sham Town 1 VCD 
Athletic 2 WhnstaUr l Uhlsport Unit- 
ed Counties League Premier Division: 
Stewarts 6 Lloyds Cfirty 2 Long Biu’Ma ■' 
UoIJm Sussex County League Rest Divi- 
sion: Hassock* 2 Pedhili E- Screwfi* Direct 
League Pre mi er DiMstOn-- B«te>ord <• Elmore 
1 North Western Ihtins League Frrst Di- 
vfetom CSOB \ Uld t lew- 

son Wessex League: ^i."-"ts - 

HambJc : Me wy fields £. e.i .vienimt r< 
Arnoct Insurance Northern League Ftrw 
Division: Bedhngton ferner* i vianam R,d 
Siai 1 Press A Journal Highland Leaguer 
Drverc.rtvali? fi PerrrTejd - Hunrty jHiKii- 
Thistle 0 

ICE HOCKEY 
NHL: Detroit 2 Los imgeles i NV hu.-vle'* 
5 Florida 3. Nciv Jersey 7 Anaheim • 
Chicago 2 But raid i Dallas fi Tampa Bav 
m Toronto 6 Vancouver 5. Colorado 5 Sa n 
Jose 2 


RUGBY UNION 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: ALLIBD 
DUNBAR Premiership One: Newcastle a 3 
London Scottish ?u Welsh National League 
Premier DMsIon: Newpon 13 Pontypridd 
to Oub Match: BlackiKain i? Hoyai Navy 

At !RQ.TtRA Wortd Junior Champtore i ; : 

Second DMston; Russia >3 Czech Republic 
1 6 Portugal lO^pan 17 iJkranr 25 Belgium 
1'. ftraguav UHjermanv 5 Third Division: 
Taman 5 Ivory Const T7. Mor^xco 31 Nether- 
lands 5 Luonnbourg 6 Bratfi 22. Andorra O 
(ro,llu2I 

SAILING 

OLYMPIC CLASSES REGATTA (Palma. 
5p): A9er class (after 4 races): 1 M Hes- 
lPeV and J Perviori IDenl 1 1pts. 2 F Bruni 
and O B>uni ill) lipts. 3 M Audneuu and J 
rarnane* (F't I3pts British Ptsdags: A I 
Burkrr and S HikocIis 1 5ptL. 5 T Robinson 
jnd Z c'liMi 1 7pts. J1 A and | Budeen 59pu. 
Finn clast (after 3 races); 1 1 Amalie (SA1 
8pt:, 2 M Kusnei?n/v*:2 (Bel) I Iptb. 3 F Loof 
iSmel I -pti British Ptodngss 5 I Percy 
iypts II D MelLOi 3fiptS. 19 J Lea 56pts 
Tornado class (after 3 races): I D Bun- 
«k<» jM J Fofdes (Aus) inpts: 2 F D lone 
..nd V u Sciventi in> i2prs. 3 J Mcuilac and 
P Mounac (Fr| Ibptr British Placlngs: 7 m 
S rvh-v ,in>l 5 Lioves (, »e 30pr&. 15 J Pwce and 
3 14 - m- 'iZpiv 20 P W'ls-w ami W Hem den 
r.ipiv Mistral female (alter 2 races): 1 
M d> i Carmen tfar Kudii iSp) 3pts. 2 A Lu> 
iC-n Ipr- 3 AGakcdtai (HM» 8pr-> British 
Placlngs: 7 C Johnston ifiprs. 23 I Ciague 
SSpin 

SNOOKER 

EMBASSY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
fWford) Eighth quaHTylng round (England 
unless stated): C S,-.mhw> ft P Swweny 10- 
ia» n~. tit c Maculliivrjy iS. nl tO-5 G 
u'-rrnr hi A Bui dm 10-fl. J Etuch bi 5 O Con- 
»•« iKifiot Ittl KI T M Fu (HK) K MilWns 
if*- A M Judge |Rrp lrl| bi M Gcudens tBet) 
1 1.1- C i G*ithn ft M Davis 10-5 C Scanlon t*r 
I-' Sifjeenv * b- 5 S Jarr.es hi C MacGilfvi ay (Sto) 
Hi.'. 0 C*i* , me bi A Puiden 10-6 JBidih 


S O'Connor (Rep of trt| 10-7; M Fu (HK) bt R 
iwuiKms nj-A. M Judge l Rep or Iri) bi M Geu- 
Oera (Bel) 10-6: L Griffin bl M Dova 10-5 

SWIMMING 

WORLD SHORT-COURSE CHAMPI- 
ONSHIPS (Hoag Koni): Men; 200m 
freestyle: Hoat 1: 1 *> GlcrmiotTiS iGr) 
ln*53.27«c.2DUngiMasl I 54.04. Heat 
2: 1 M Chay (Sin) J 50.63: 2 P Gilgen iSwU) 
1-S1.21 Heat 3: 1 M Klim lAus) 1:45 20. 2 
JCatitenstn (Den) 1 47 57. Hear 4: 1 1 Thor- 
pe lAusl 1 .45 56: 2 M Kiedel (Ger) 1 .47 04. 

3 E Sinclair (GB) 1.48 02 Other GB: 5 A Clay- 
ion 1.48.84. Hoar 5: 1 M Rnotino (It) 
1 :45.59: 2 J Kenlshuis (Neth) 1 -47 03 AOOm 
indMduai medley: Heat 1: 1 A Reacey (Can) 
4-18 49: 2 M Kwok (HK) 4 J3 57. 3 A Bree 
llrlf 4-25.34. Hut 2: 1 M Halka thr) 
4- 1 2 74; 2 F HvlItJ (Spl 4:13.84. Heat 3: 1 
M Wouda [Nemi 4:12 39: 2 d Johns (Can) 

4 12 90 Hoat fclM Dunn (Aus) 4:1347; 
2 X Kuferw (Ch) 4-14.83 GB: 4 D Wig; 
4.16 78 4v 100m freestyle relay: Heat 1: 
lSv«*m3 i6 37.2CMda3l6.n3-.3G rear 
Britain (N Snxkell. S Bnnn. M Kidd. G Moid- 
onrs) 3 t6.75 Heat 2: 1 Australia 3 15 14. 

2 Brazil 3 16 50 50m backstroke IhuL- f 
ft Falcon |Cub| 24 34. 2 M Sembido I Pot) 
24.4 1 . 3 M Welsh (Ausi 2 4 70 50m breast- 
Krohe final: 1 D Kraevshy tUkr) 27 40. 2 P 
iwi'-Mon (Sivel 27 S7, 3 R Lutolf iSwir) 27 59 
400m medley final: 1 M Dunn (Aus) 
4 C«& 05. 2 MVUouda [N«Ji| 4-Q9 29. 3 F Hw- 
ld (Sp) 4-10 92 4 M 100m freestyle rtiay 
final: T Australia 3-11 2h 2 Netherlands 

3 1157.3 Sweden 3 12.69. 4 Great Britain 

3 1 4 49 iBriPUt word) 200m Freestyle fi- 
nal: 1 1 Trtprpe tAut) Invn43 2Bsec. 2MWim 
iAiai 1 43 70. 3 P uan den Hoosenband tNettii 

1 44 35 100m Butterfly heats: 1 J Hick- 
man (GB) 51 Slsec. 2 L Fro lander (Svvei 
51 53. 3 D Silannev (Ukr| 52.02. 

Women: 200m butterfly: Heat 1: 1 J But- 
ton (Can) 2mm to fidsec; 2 J SjOberg |S«e) 

2 n.42 Heat 2: 1 M Jacobsen (Den) 
2 us 39: 2 a Aoyama (Japan) 2.08 95 Heat 
3-. 1 SSkou lOenj 2 07 46. 2 M Reddet (GB( 
2 10 21 400m individual medley: Heat I : 
1 J Malar (Can) 4 38 76. 2 J Reilly lAusi 

4 40 45 Heat 2; 1 N Bo (Ch) 4 4? 30. 2 H 
C«nj ,C# Pep) 4. 43. 60 Heat 3: I Y 


Klochkort lUkr] 4 39 20. 2 L Becerra (Sf>l 
4:39 83 GB: 4 R Comer 4-46 57. 4x200m 
freestyle relay. Heal is 1 SiHeden 7 .56 3V 
2 Canada 7-55) 05 Heat 2: 1 Australia 
7-55 3S. 2 Great Britain (K Lew;. N JacJrscn, 
V Homer. CHuddortl 7 55.51 sOm bnaast- 
uralui final: 1 M Tanaka (Japon| 30.80: 2 
P Heyns |SA| 30 88. 3 X nan (Ui) 5124 GB: 
7 1 Baker 31 55. 400m medley final: I V 
Wochk.3ua (UkJl 4 32.32. 2 J Malar iCan) 
4 34 90. 3 L Becerra (Spl 4:38 44 U a zoom 
freestyle relay final: 1 Sweden 7.51 7D 2 
Great Bntan 7.53 98 (Anton 4- Comnonxieatdi 
recordl. 3 AusuaUa 7.55 BI. 200m Butter- 
fly final: I M Jocc-bsen (Den) 2 06 32. 2 P 
Thomas (Aus) * 06 53. 3 5 Skou (Den) 
2 08 29. GB; 7 M Pedd-t 2. 10 76 100m. 
Freestyle heats 1 1 ds Bniijn (Nedi) 53 52. . 
GB: 5 5 Ralph 54 35 

TENN15 

GIROBANK TOUR (Sunderland) Women’s 
rineles final: V Duyle |M) br J Osman (Sus- 
wn| 6-3 6-2 Men's singles final: N Gould 
(AmOTI bi P Karger (Dorset! 6-Q 6-3 
WT7V TOUR FAfflUf ORCLE CUP (Hfttoa 
Head. Sooth GboBh) WbrnenS sidles, see* 
and round: M Sc tel (US) bt O Sarabandillir)- 


P Grande (It) 6- 1 6-2; M Seles (US) bt O Bars- 
canid kova iBeial 6-3 &J7: P Schnyoer |Sw») 
bt L Raymcnd (US) 6* 6-2: E UUwtseuj |Rus) 
bt A-G Stdor |Fr) S-l 6-t. H Nogvow (Scmr)i 
h R Grande (It] 6-1 6-2. M Hingis (Swirl bi 5- 
Fiisc**e lAut) 6-3 7-5. C Maninet [Spi bt A 
Dettumme-Banerct (Ft) 6-3 6-0. 3 Farina (lc; 
bt V JTuano Fbscual (Spl 7-5 4-6 6-3. A Glass 
(Ger) bt ft Dranymr (fTcm) 6-3 6-4. I fAajair 
iCrOJI bt I Sprrlej (Pom; I J* 6-4 6-2 

UNIVERSITY GAMES 

England's students retained the 
Halifax British University Games 
title after four days of competition 
at Loughborough against their coun- 
terparts from ircotland, W&tes and 
Northern Ireland. 
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Duval takes a grip in the rain 


DAVID DUVALS preparations 
for next week’s US Masters 
went awry yesterday. It was not 
so much the early morning fog 
which delayed play in the first 
round of the BellSouth Classic 
for two hours, more that once 
visibility had been regained 
the saturated nature of the 
TPC at Sugarloaf course 
became apparent 

Just as many on the US tour 
have been complaining about 
the hard and fast nature of the 
greens around the circuit this 
season, Mother Nature took 
things into her own hands with 
Wednesday's rain which con- 


By andv Farrell 

in Duluth, Georgia 


tinued throughout the night. 
Soft and receptive, the greens 
were back to how most of the 

pros prefer them Duval was as 

ready as anyone to take ad- 
vantage and after going to the 
turn in one under pan he hit 
birdies at the 10th, 11th and 12th. 

But the conditions were the 
exact opposite of what the new 
world No 1 was hoping for with 
Augusta in mind. “It is a sched- 
uling thing more than anything 


else why I decided to play here," 
Duval, a graduate of nearby 
Georgia Tech University said. 
“But if you are going to play the 
week before Augusta, this is a 
great place to play. You have the 
M g , undulating greens and they 
will be quick." 

Instead, Duval had to adjust 
to a slower pace after coping 
with the granite-like surfaces 
last week at the Players' Cham- 
pionship and which will a gain 
be a feature at the Masters. 
Conditions at Sawgrass, the 
US tour’s headquarters where 
Duval’s winning score of three 
under was the highest in the 18 


years the event has been 
played there were too much for 
some players. A players’ meet- 
ing during the event appointed 
a committee to look at the way 
courses are set up. 

“The feedback we got before 

was to make the greens harder 
and fasten" Davis Love, a mem- 
ber of the US tour’s policy 
board, said. “Now, guys are 
going back the other way, say- 
ing they’re too firm and fast No 
matter what you do. you can't 
make everybody happy" 

While Duval seeks his first 
major championship next 
week, his father, Bob, who 


recorded his maiden win on the 
Seniors’ Tour in a remarkable 
double for the Duval family on 
Sunday, could get there first. 
Bob plays in the Tradition tour- 
nament the first major on the 
Seniors' circuit this week and, 
after watching his son for the 
first two days at the Masters, 
the PGA Seniors’ Champi- 
onship in two weeks’ time. 

“If I could win a major before 
David, it would be great" said 
Bob Duval who lost $100 i£G4> 
to his son in a week of practice 
a fortnight ago. “Lately, he has 
been armed and dangerous 
every week." 


Duval’s biggest problem this 
week is coping with the affects 
of such an intense week. "Last 
week was so mentally taxing it 
felt like playing two or three 
tournaments," he saiii “This 
week seems to be going so 
quickly. Getting ready to play 
was the hardest part I haven’t 
practised so much and HI get 
away from the course as 
quickly as I can. You have to 
make sure you remain fresh 
and that you don't get to the 
point where you dread it alL" 
Quite when, or if. Nick Faldo 
will ever get to that point is any- 
one’s guess. Prior to the event 


Fhldo was as optimistic, into 

words, as he has always 

remained throughouta stump 
that has seen him dropto97th 

intheworid, 2 lstinEuropeand 

llth in Britain. But at the sixth 
hole came a sign that there are 
lasting affects from his dis- 
qualification from the Players 

pavin inadvertently talk him in 
to a wrong drop, an error which 

was only discovered on the 
next hole. On this occasion. 


W31CL 1U uuu«6 — * .. 

ball came to rest on a line 


denoting an area of ground 

under repair 

With the option toply the ball 
as it lay or drop again, Jhldo was 
about to play it when again a td- 
low player; Billy Andrade, inter- 
vaied.'Tbking no chances, Faldo 
waited as the others completed 
the hole for a referee to arrive, 
who confirmed that the Eng- 
lishman had acted correctly 

Fhldo was one under after 11 
holes, while Ian Woosnam did 
similarly while playing the 
course the other way round. 
Colin Montgomerie and Jose 
Maria Olazabal were among the 
late afternoon starters. 


Hotel owner 
steps in to 
save Oxford 
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THE LONDON hotelier Firoz 
Kassam yesterday stepped in to 
rescue First Division Oxford 
United. 

Kassam has acquired the 
controlling shareholding in the 
club from the former chair- 
man Robin Head following suc- 
cessful negotiations with 
Oxford City Council over pro- 
posals to complete United’s 
half-built new stadium. 

The dub said in statement: 
“Mr Kassam is delighted with 
the progress that has been 
made with Oxford City Council 
regarding the proposed devel- 
opment of the Minchery Fhrm 
site." 

Oxford's new 15,000-seater 
stadium has remained derelict 
since work stopped two years 
ago following a dispute over 
payments. The Football League 
chief executive Richard Scud- 
amore said he was delighted 
that Oxford had been saved. 

Rangers have signed the 
United States captain, Claudio 
Reyna, in a £2L25m deal but face 
an anxious wait to discover 
when be can play for them. The 
Glasgow dub agreed terms 
with two dubs for Reyna in a 
complicated deal. They are 
paying the German dub Wolfs- 
burg £250.000 compensation 
for the loss of the midfield play- 
er who has been with them on 
loan this season. 

Tfaere is an additional cost of 
£2m to fellow Germans Bayer 
Leverkusen, who held the 25- 
year- old's registration. They 
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FOOTBALL 


BY ALAN NIXON 


will be paid the money shortly. 
However; both the Scottish 
Football Association and the 
Scottish Football League were 
in discussions yesterday about 
whether the transfer was com- 
pleted before the deadline at 
midnight on Wednesday. 

They are paying particular 
attention to the situation be- 
cause of the administration 
error surrounding Jorge 
Cadete’s move to Celtic two 
years ago which led to the de- 
parture of the SFA secretary, 
JimBbrry. 

Macdesfield have denied | 
any approach for their manag- 
er Sammy Mcllroy from Not- 
tingham Fbrest The former 
Northern Ireland internation- 
al had been linked with a move 
to the City Ground to replace 
Ron Atkinson at the end of the 


season. ] 

Southampton have been 
givena£35m grant by the Fbot- 
ball Tbust to help bufld their new 
stadium. The Premiership dub 
were finally given permission 
for a new 32,000 seater stadium 
at St Mary’s, just outside the dfy 
centre, and applied to the Thust 
to assist them. 

The Tottenham defender 
Ramon Vega will miss the rest 
of the season after fracturing a 
bone in his foot in the League 
Cup final success at Wembley. 
Brown’s dilemma, page 28 




Greg Rusedski serves to his team-mate Tim Henman 


at the NIA, Birmingham, in preparation for the Davis Cap tie against the United States Alex Livesey/Allspoft ■**■■■ 
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Thursday's solution 


England look for the profit 
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across 

Old jokes by baron about 
officer’s pipe (7) 

Getting experience of 
carefully planned raid 


bv reserve force C7> 

9 Blocking Eastern 
Mediterranean railway, 
a large stone (7) 

10 Volume control (4-3} 

XI Ride up and down, if lifts 
are operating (5-4) 

12 Organic compound 
which spells the end for 
a number of cities (5) 

13 Clergyman going round 


Cau tiously advanced pre- 
sentation of Japanese 
dr ama, but in Latin (5) 
Slough, where £1 secures 
cooked snack (9) 

Love of art found in 


the pit? *9) 

Postpone story about 
bishop 15) 

Exploding cigar? (5,4) 
Passivity m time will 
include this, oddly (7) 
Horse carrying old 
Duke, fellow crusader <7) 


scientist’s workplace? <7.» 
Cocktail dress, lined 
with skill (7) 

Oz-bound traveller 
diverted to hydro (7) 
New article in French 
about wicked Earl of 
Warwick (7) 


14 Remarkably subtle of 
little daughter to conceal 
lads of confidence (4-5) 

16 Pulpy fruit mother origi- 
nalfy fed to each boy (9) 

17 Threatened to get expert 
in to do repairs (7) 


18 Man is, though not 
according to Pope <7> 


nave wurua w/ 

15 Quality required to 
change mad policy? (9) 
17 Drug-user’s ship put to 
sea (9) 

19 Simple, as ABC is? <51 


DOWN 

His sisters and unde 
appeared on stage (7) 
Leave space, perhaps, 
for stage direction (2-5) 
Conflict about lecturer's 


20 See dog spring over river 
with tail turned up (7) 


21 Firm ultimately 
associated with 


money (5> 

Unable to work, eg., in 


associated with a 
German analgesic (7) 

23 Question characters 
from the top row (5) 

24 Leaders from Kremlin 
in Russia often visited 
ballet (5) 
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ONE HUNDRED years of Davis 
Cup history landed on the 
heads of the United States 
team here yesterday. Fortu- 
nately it was only a poster that 
came unstuck on a wall as the 
players were being interviewed 
in the National Indoor Arena, 
where the tie against Britain in 
the first round of the World 
Group starts today. 

The American media have 
tended to play down the signif- 
icance of the occasion, partic- 
ularly since Pete Sampras and 
Andre Agassi ruled themselves 
out Jim Courier and Todd Mar- 
tin contributed to the visitors' 
perceived lack of intensity yes- 
terday. 

“For us it’s pretty much 
business as usual" said Couri- 
er, America's No 2, who opens 
the proceedings this afternoon 
against Tim Henman, the 
British No 1. *Tt's a first for 
Great Britain [in the World 
Group] in a while; it’s not a first 
for us," added Martin, Ameri- 
ca’s No l, who plays Greg 
Rusedski in today’s other sin- 
gles ma tch. “Apart from being 
the 100th anniversary, this is 
just a first round for us. We’re 
playing a very good team. I 
think we’re prepared and used 
to it We*ve got to do our job as 
we do any other week." 

The reward for victory over 
the next three days is a match 
against either Australia or Zim- 
babwe in the quarter-finals 
after Wimbledon. Britain would 


TENNIS 


BY JOHN ROBERTS 
in Birmingham 


have to travel whereas the 
United States have been grant- 
ed a home match in Boston to 
mar k the centenary, whether 
they are in the last eight or 
involved in a qualifying tie. 

It would be a huge mistake 
to believe that the Americans 
are as blase as they some- 
times sound. They are here to 
win, and could not care less 
about absent friends, whether 
they be players or journalists. 
“We’re here for ourselves, our 
team and our country," Martin 
declared passionately. “Wie're 
not here for the media." 

Martin's determination is 
underfilled by his willingness to 

play even though he still feels 
twinges from a stomach mus- 
cle he strained during a match 


against Petr Korda at the Aus- 
tralian Open in January. “I’ve 
gone through some fairly bad 
days, but so Ear I've felt very 
good this week," he said. “I'm 
optimistic for the weekend, but 
very confident for tomorrow. My 
only concern right now is how 
wed I recover from Friday." 

It was difficult to follow Mar- 
tin's reasoning, however, when 
he added that the disability 
“only affected my serve, so it’s 
not a huge liability”. Serving 
and returning are the crucial 
elements of indoor tennis, par- 
ticularly when players with the 
attacking style of Greg Rused- 
ski and Henman are involved. 
That is why the Americans 
were surprised that Britain 
chose to play the tie on a hard 
court laid on wood rather than 
a faster carpet Courier, de- 
scribing the court as “surpris- 
ingly fair", said he expected a 
court as close to the speed of 


grass as possible. “Em quite 
pleased with it" he said. 

Although Courier's ground- 
strokes enabled him to win 
both the French Open and the 
Australian Open on two occa- 
sions and also to rise to No 1 in 
the world, Rusedski was quick 
to point out that Courier had 
been a Wimbledon singles fi- 
nalist and that Martin ought to 
have been, given the nature of 
his collapse after leading his 
compatriot MalTVai Washington 
In the 1996 semi-finals. 

David Lloyd, the British cap- 
tain, said he consulted his play- 
ers and they believed this one 
suited them best. “I think it's 
Greg's best surface," Lloyd 
added. “His serve comes down 
fast on any surface. You could 
put down mud and it would be 
quick. They feel that their serve 
is good cm any surface. This sur- 
face is very nice, with a 
medium-high bounce, which 


HEAD TO HEAD 


Tim Henman w Jim Courier (Courier leads 1 -0) 

1997 Doha (concrete) F Courier 7-5 6-7 6-2 

Tim Henman v Todd Martin (Martin leads 3-1 ) 

1994 Queen's (grass) R32 Martin 6-4 6-4 

1996 Wimbledon (grass) OF Martin 7-6 7-6 6-4 

1996 US Open (concrete).. R32 Henman 6-2 7-6 6-4 

1998 Stockholm (concrete). ...SF Martin 4-6 6-1 6-2 
Grog Rusedski v Todd Martin (Martin leads 4- 1 ) 

1993 Tokyo (carpet) SF Martin 7-6 6-3 

1994 Queen's (grass) R16 Martin 4-6 6-3 6-4 

; 1995 Memphis (concrete) OF Martin 6-7 7-5 6-4 

j 1996 Sydney (concrete) SF Martin 7-5 7-6 

1997 Vienna (carpet) OF Rusedski 6-1 6-7 6-3 


Greg Rusedski v Jim Courier (Courier leads 3-0} 
1995 Tokyo (concrete) R1 6 Courier 4-6 7-6 6-4 

1995 Basie (concrete) SF Courier 6-4 6-4 

1996 Cincinnati (concrete). .R32 Courier 6-7 6-3 6-4 


ORDER OF PLAY 


Today (1pm) 

(CB player first) 

Tim Henman v Jim Courier 
Greg Rusedski v Todd Martin 
T omor row (4pm) 

Henman and Rusedski v Courier and Ale* O'Brien 
Sunday (2pm) 

Henman v Martin 
Rusedski v Courier 


gives them a great chance to 
return.” 

The crux could be in Lloyds 
final sentence. If Henman and 
Rusedski have greater confi- 
dence in their ability t° ser ®’ e 
rather than return, this court 
may prove to be their salvation- 
The matches are likely to be 
tight Henman should be too 
sharp for Courier, but th^j 
Rusedski-Martin match is in they 
balance. And it will be inter- 
esting to see if the Brits shape . 
as well in tomorrow’s doubles 

against Courier and Alex 
O’Brien (the first content 
between the pairs) as they(£d 
in w innin g the Guardian Dire® 
Cup at Battersea in February- 

In spite of the imponderables, 
Britain have a wonderful op- 
portunity to score a memarape 
victory, altho ugh the tension 

may not be over until the last befl 

of Sunday's concluding match 
between Rusedski and Couri® 

Martin made an interesting 
observation, saying that the 
court would play faster in 
matches than in practice, be- 
cause “with all the people inti 16 
stands the temperature 'rill be 
hotter". It certainly will, and the 
natural enth usiasm a capacity 
crowd of 9,320 on each of the 
three days will be amplified bF 
plastic noise-makers handed to 
children by the Lawn Tennis 
Association. There will be. thou- 
sands of rattles, if not Sr Sin®® 
Rattle in person. 

More tennis, page 27 
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Why I hate Easter 







rofit 


turn* 


s an agnostic; Tm not at 
aflsurt: that Ishould be " 
-saying anything at all 
the Christian fes- 
af Easten We are 
livn^throu^ paradoxical times as 
far as refigkms beliefs are con- 
cerned. Indeed, when it comes to 
considering Easter I find myself 
screwed to the stidting-point of 
what my “agnosticism" realty 
means. It’saH very well hiding be- 
hind Ttiozft know 3 ' when it comes 
to the large-scale metaphysical un- 
derpumings of religion: Does God 
exist? Q doiit knowj What happens 
when we die? a don't know.) Are we 
brought into thisworfd for a tran- 
scendent purpose? (Once again- 1 
don’t know.) 

However; at the level of everyday 
ethkaldedsiaiis- should the where- 
abouts of sex offenders be made 
known publicly? Should gpvem- 
■ ment seek to influence the nature of 
^phe family?'^ such ‘'I don’t knows” 
really do become offensive to the 
properly religious, of all stipes. 

“When you’re lost in the rain in 
Juarez add i±Ts Eastertime too/ And 
your gravity fails,", and negativity . 
don’t poUyoai through. . Bid) Dylan 
aka Robert23mmerinan the sec- 
ular-Jew-tumed-fundamentalist- 
Christian-tUrned-orthodox-Jew; 
whose Zen grappling with religion 
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of the poetics of the post-bomb 20th 
century asany other body °f htera- 
ture speaks for me in this cold, 
awful, vernal equinox, as he voices 
for us all the unnaturalness, of the 
rest - of the 'emotional year: Tve 


never seen spring turn so quickly 
- into •autumn.” 

I hate Eastertime - and, by ex- 
tension, I hate Easten Not that I re- 
ally know anything of Easter itself 
atalL ’Ihere’saAfenn intersection be- 
tween Radio 4, the laity of the 
Church of England and the rest of 
what laughably calls itsdfthe fourth 
estate in this country; which means 
that the rituals of the organised and 
semi-state-sanctioned religions re- 
ceive a vastly disproportionate 
amount of consideration. At the ex- 
hausted fagend of a century that has 
seen so mazy human lives snuffed 
out in such physically obliterating 
ways - conflagrated to ash; gassed 
to ordure; machine-gunned to pulp-, 
exploded to inhumanly less than the 
sum of their parts - it would seem 
tome that to seek redemption in the 
40 extra days between Easter and 
‘ Pentecost putatively allotted, 2,000 
years ago, to a self-proclaimed Mes- 
siah is - how can I put it with even 
a sdntflla of respect for people’s be- 
liefs? - utterly ridiculous. 

I've now been to Golgotha. Been 
to that Unholy Land. There’s noth- 
ing more risible and historically 
disorienting about the environs of 
Jerusalem than those road si gns 
that read “SODOM 20 RMS”. And 
there’s nothing more destructive of 
the Steer Trek view of the Resur- 
rection - a peculiar scenario in- 
vohringa being with amazing powers 
marooned on a remote, backward 
planet - than a stroll around that 
cramped quarter wherein Jesus 
spent his final mortal hours. In the 
Star Trek view, Jesus- is, of course. 


Caucasian Pilate has a toga and a 
laurel- style eyeshade. The Temple 
priests - the q u islin g Klingons of 
their day - have exaggeratedly 
curled and perfumed beards; unc- 
tuous and unguent in one. And 
everyone observes the most im- 
portant convention which renders 
this ou tlandish primitivism end- 
lessly relevant: they speak Standard 
- RP even - English. 

The cross is plywood - and any- 
way, a criminal foam central casting, 
eoinplete with Standard-issue off- 
white dhoti, gets to cany the thing. 
The Way of the Cross is like any pic- 
turesque stroll through an ancient 
medina; the stations are spiritual 
time docks; the crucifixion itself is 
mercifully televisual - when the 
sign is placed above his head with 
the dreaded ascription “Ring of the 
Jews”, it’s more in the manner of a 
title sequence than an abusive, cos- 
mologically evil singularity. 

To complete the teleplay, the 
garden of Gethsemane is just that, 
a municipal -cum- Olympian ag- 
glomeration of miniature cypresses, 
gravel paths and well-tended orna- 
mental beds. The womenfolk, who 
are beautifully, cleanly attired in 
freshly laundered blue robes with 
white borders, arrive to make that 
epoch-creating discovery. Now, at 
this point in the gospels, it’s easy for 
us cross-legged, nineteen sixties, late 
baby-boomer; Vfotnam-as-TV-spec- 
tade- witnessing kids to understand 
how it should be that the rods placed 
at the mouth of the tomb has been 
rolled to one side. Clearly, like all 
those bits of other worlds which are 



by Will Self 


forever being hefted around by the 
crew of the Starship Enterprise, this 
alien stone is made from poly- 
styrene, or foam rubber, or mould- 
ed plastic. Suffice it to say - even a 
flabby Kirk could've thrust it aside, 
and we know what a demigod he is. 

Yes, I hate Easter, and the very' 
movability of the feast makes it still 
more hateful - for I never know, in 
any yean when it will heare into view: 
freighted down with its groaning 
cargo of unpleasantness. It’s not the 
Council of Nicaea which bothers me 
- although as a half-Jew with 
Catholic children from my first mar- 
riage I would seem purpose-built to 
respond to doctrinal disputations. 
Even that half- Jewishness requires 
some clarification - I mean, is it 
strictly possible to be taalf-Jewish? 

The Jew s might well claim me for 
their own, as my mother certainly 
was Jewish. But so intent was she 
on making her entire life a perfor- 
mance act of deradnation, that I was 
un circumcised, not bar mitzvahed. 
and only ever went to synagogue in 
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my early teens, accompanying thor- 
oughbred school friends in order to 
get in with them. On the other hand, 
my philosophically inclined, Anglican 
father - "I think of Jesus as a re- 
markable personality, rather like 
Plato” -did make a claim on my soul 
1 was christened - as was my broth- 
er before me - by the fantastically 
ancient vicar of .All Saints. Hove, the 
Reverend Bickerstaff. 

Throughout my childhood our 
father would take us two squealing, 
alheistically perverted (courtesy of 
my Jewish. anti-Semitic mother! 
brats, along to whatever empty, 
prayerful barn happened to be in our 
vicinity when either Christ's birth- 
day or death day fell. What a thank- 
less. graceless task it was for him. 
Try as he might to enthuse us with 
the sonorous beauties of the King 
James Bible, as declaimed by mid- 
dle-class. middle-aged men in dress- 
es. it was far too late. We had already 
been claimed by the split infinitives 
of Star Trek, were already prepar- 
ing to boldly go into a world where 
ethics, so for from inhering in the 
very structure of the cosmos, was a 
matter of personal taste akin to a de- 
signer label sewn into the inside lin- 
ing of conscience 

My mother died at Easter. She 
who thought all religion was an out- 
and-out con. in that beautifully 
wiseacre fashion only a native 
New Yorker can achieve. She died 
in the Royal Ear Hospital of lung 
cancer - an irony which she might 
have appreciated, were it not for 
the fact that, in dying, my mother 
was fearful, alone, angry and devoid 


of any humour, no matter how black. 

She had said to me a few weeks 
before her death: “The greatest 
thing about being a pessimist is that 
you’re always starting off on the race 
of life with the understanding that 
you're bound to lose.” Whether this 
was intended to give any comfort to 
either her orrae Tve no idea -since 
it certainly did neither. In the event 
her pessimism was of no use 
anyway: she died utterly uncon- 
scious, shoved deep beneath the 
meniscus of sentience by barbitu- 
rates and opiates. 

They had admitted her to the Uni- 
versity College Hospital, where her 
oncologist was the consultant but - 
wasn’t it ever thus? - there were no 
beds available, and my brother and 
I had to follow her supine body as it 
was pushed through the subter- 
ranean passageways that connect 
this central London necropolis, until 
we rose up in a lift to the Royal Ear 
This process was, on reflection, ray 
mother's crucifixion: the cruel, iron 
trolley they wheeled her on was her 
secular cross; in place of the vine- 
gar which was thrust into Christ's 
mouth by bystanders, nutriments 
were fed Into Mother’s arm via a 
transparent drip; and instead of the 
Roman legionnaire's sword, thrust 
into Mother’s side were the in- 
creasing dosages of diamorphine 
which ensured that for ail time she 
would remain dead. 

In mourning my mother - whom 
I loved very deeply - 1 went through 
all the recognised stages of anger, 
denial and eventual acceptance. 
Like the disciples, in the days and 


weeks immediately succeeding her 
death I would see “fake” mothers 
wandering the streets of London 
much as she did in life. However, 
since neither of us believed re- 
motely in the existence of personal 
immortality (and she in no kind of 
transcendence whatsoever!, these 
visitations were mute and hazy. If 
Mother had felt driven to commu- 
nicate anything to me from beyond 
the grave, it would doubtless have 
been a sardonic remark about the 
cost of her cremation. 

As with so many of the most im- 
portant and resonant facts about our 
lives, I have opted to block out the 
exact date in April when it was that 
we stood in the plastic cubicle and 
watched the mutant cells finally 
push mother out of her own bead 
and into oblivion. So Easter is, for 
me. for the rest of my life, that time 
of the year when death comes to visit 
for a while. Western death: painless, 
medicalised, and about as ethical as 
a tooth extraction. It’s a pity there 
are false messiahs - just the way that 
there are false teeth. 

Yes, there will be no resurrection 
for Mother, just as there will be no 
resurrection for all the millions 
upon millions of dead souls that clut- 
ter this world of ours, like so much 
psychic lumber Yes, they're gone - 
and they’re not coming back. 

So it is that I suppress my mem- 
ory of the date my mother died and 
I never know the date upon which 
Easter is going to fall. As winter 
fades, a council quite as doctrinallv 
hairsplitting as that of Nicaea begins 
its first convocation of the year. 
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THE Friday review 

The Independent 2 Apnl 1999 



Serbia’s obsession 

Sin The assertion by many 
“democratic" Serbians that there 
will be no real peace and stability 
in the region unless Serbia 
embarks on the road to democracy 
is, unfortunately, specious. 

In Serbia's free, multi-party and 
largely fair elections of 1990, the 
two main Serbian nationalist 
parties (of which Milosevic's SPS 
was one) polled 63 per cent of the 
vote; twoyears later; at the height 
of the war in Bosnia, where 
Serbian forces had displaced over 
two mini on Muslims and Croats in 
under six months -and went cm to 

kill at least 200,000 Bosnians - 

Milosevic polled 56 per cent in 
Serbia's presidential election, 
hardly the record of a dicta ton 

The sad truth is that no 
candidate who espoused the 
admirable values of democracy 
and a liberalised economy came 
dose to capturing the Serbian 
public's imagination. That is why 
even during the anti-Milosevic 
demonstrations of 1996 and 1997, 
the person presented by Serbia's 
“democrats" as the answer to their 
country’s problems was the ultra- 
nationalist Wk Draskovic; 
members of bis Serbian Renewal 
Movement were actively involved 
in atrocities in both Croatia and 
Bosnia, and Draskovic himself now 
serves in Milosevic's government 
as Deputy Prime Minister. 

Serbia's political culture has 
been built on what the 
independent Serbian journalist 
Stojan Cerovic called “the 
constant, obsessive theme of 
buDding a Greater Serbia". This 
involves “purifying" Serbia by 
“cleansing” it of non- Orthodox 
people and “extending" Serbia so 
that it mirrors the nationalist ideal 
of encompassing Bosnia, Croatia, 
Kosovo and the Sandzak, 
something which can only be 
accomplished by genocide. 
ASADYAWAR 
Wembley, Middlesex 

Sir: Adrian Hastings (letter; l 
ApriD is right There is only one 
anti-Serbian ground force which 
can have an immediate effect — 
the KLA. Nato’s neutrality ceased 
when Serbia confirmed its true 
intentions by its assault on the 
civilian population. Only ground 
troops can save the Kosovars and 
we should supply the KLA with the 
anti-tank and other weapons they 
need to fight the Serbs and the 
communications equipment 
needed to call in air strikes. 

But that can only be a holding 
operation. The KLA will not defeat 
the Yugoslav army, nor can it be 
trusted not to take revenge on 
Serbian dvDians.We learnt in 1939- 
45 the folly of appeasement and 
allowing dictators to profit by 
aggression. We also learnt that 
under attack any nation rallies to 
its leaders, however evil they may 
be. The prospect is horrifying, but 
if we want peace in Europe it must 
mean the defeat of Milosevic and 
his triaL Milosevic must face trial 
as the greatest war criminal since 
Hitler and his surrender must be 
one of Nato’s demands. Did we not 
also learn that the crushing of a 
dictator does mean his country 
must take the consequences? I 
have as much, but no more, 
sympathy for the Serbs as I had for 
the Germans when they reaped 
the whirlwind in 1945. 

There must be a downside to 
such barbaric behaviour as the 
Serbs have shown. Kosovars can 
never trust the Serbs again, so 
Nato should establish the one 
thing Milosevic most wanted to 
avoid - an independent Kosovo 
guaranteed by immediate 
membership of Nato. 

DAVID FAULL 
Ramsgate, Kent 

Sir: As a criminal psychologist I 
believe that Nato has made a 
dreadful mistake. The 
psychological profile of people 
such as Slobodan Milosevic was 
obvious even to the Lay person. 

Such personality traits do not 
disappear when confronted - it is 
usual for them to react in an 
extreme manner such as we have 
seen with the heightened ethnic 
deansing in Kosovo. 

I simply cannot understand how 
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Ballet School No 5: Felicity, the teacher at the Davies School in Cardiff', whispers encouragement to a young pupil 


such a miscalculation can have 
occurred. Confronting a violent 
personality with an aggressive 
response coupled with open 
threats will always spell disaster. 

As for the captured American 
servicemen, I am sure that they 
would fare better if Nato ceased 
making ifl-thought-ou t comments 
about their safety. If I were 
captured by Mr Milosevic I would 
sincerely hope that Nato would 
keep their opinions to th ems elves 
lest they should exacerbate the 
crazed actions of an already 
borderline personality disorder 
DrM E ADELE 
Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire 

Sir Can we assume that John 
OQis's letter < 1 April) was an April 
Fool's joke? Can he have been so 
partisan as to call upon Nato. as 
Christians, to abandon air attacks 
over Easter but not notice that the 
Serbs subscribe to the Christian 
faith also - and does he imagine 
that they will cease to burn 
Kosovan homes and put women 
' and children to death during their 
own religious festivals? 
TONYVINICOMBE 
Hove. East Sussex 

Sir Fighting forces which cannot 
be used for fighting are a 
particular American concept, 
stemming from the confusion of 
their anti-colonial politics and tile 
defeat in Vietnam. The British and 
European approach is different; 
while nobody wishes to see 
casualties most people accept that 
our professional soldiers on joining 
up have been prepared ultimately 
to sacrifice their fives, a view 
widely supported as recently as 
the Falklands war. The evil in 
Kosovo cannot be ended without 
deploying ground troops. 
WILLIAM TERRELL 
London, SW6 

The refugee crisis 

Sir David Aaronovitcb writes in 
favour of ground troops i“Why do 
these decent folk find it so difficult 
to support the war?", I April), and 
ridicules the pacifist argument 


that Nato brought on the cruelty in 
Kosovo. Whatever may have been 
intended. Nato has aggravated the 
problem, so Nato comrades have a 
moral duty to help the refugees. 

Your editorial asks us to send a 
few spare pounds for blankets and 
tents (“The refugees’ trail must 
extend to the shores of Britain", 1 
April) . Whatever relief supplies are 
sent, as you say. we have to take in 
refugees ourselves. 

The number of refugees now 
quoted is 250.000. Maybe by 
Whitsun 2 million Kosovars will 
need refuge. I suggest we accept 
quotas related to our own 
population. There are 19 Nato 
member states with a total 
population of 780 million. We in the 
UK with 58 million needs to absorb 
150,000 people. 

It is no good standing on the 
ridelines urging on bombers and 
now troops on the ground at vast 
public expense and the cost of 
soldiers' lives if the public purse 
and public opinion are not 
prepared to cope with the fallout 
That means giving “humanitarian 
assistance" to unfamiliar faces in 
our towns and villages. 

Rather like the War. really. Are 
we prep ared for this? 

JOHN DEXTER 
Hythe. 

Hampshire 


Sin The Government has 
saved, fora time, 
uncompetitive jobs in the 
Midlands in an obsolete plant 
Longbridge will undoubtedly 
absorb further millions before 
it finally closes. I wonder ifthey 
considered an alternative way 
to spend their £2 00m: dose 
Longbridge now. and invest 
heavily in creating new jobs in 
the global information 
economy in Birmingham. This 
would give the citizens of the 
Midlands a toehold in the 
economy of the future, to 
compensate for the ball and 
chain of the past 
MATTHEW RHODES 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire 


Sir Your report “Straw regrets 
Immigration Service chaos" <23 
March) highlighted an ongoing 
concern about the resources 
available to the Immigration 
Service and the entrenched 
attitudes within it 

We write, as chairs of the 
community and urban affairs 
committee, and the home affairs 
committee, of the Church of 
England's Board for Social 
Responsibility, to express concern 
about the deplorable situation at the 
immigration and nationality 
directorate's Croydon office. 

The backlog of cases has been 
an openly acknowledged disgrace 
for some time. The present chaos 
not only causes great distress and 
frustration to the vulnerable 
people who are at the mercy of this 
erratic system but calls into 
question the feasibility of many of 
the proposals and targets in 
legislation currently passing 
through Parliament 
Decent humane, efficient 
treatment is the right of all who 
deal with branches of the Civil 
Service. The remedy of the present 
situation, computers and backlog, 
must be the priority, before the 
proposed reforms are enacted. 
Consistency throughout the Home 
Office and public services is vital if 
the forms of racism highlighted by 


IN BRIEF 


Sin J. Phillips (letter. 25 
March) is right to insist that, to 
prove the safety of mobile 
phones beyond all reasonable 
doubt, “the onus should be on 
manufacturers". 

But bow are they to do that 
to the satisfaction of 
motorists who will, as daily 
observation continues to 
show, recklessly endanger 
their own as well as other 
people’s safety by using their 
han dsets while driving? 
WALTER GREY 
London N 3 


the Macpherson report are to be 
overcome. 

+ROGER BARKING 
( The Right Rev Roger Sainsbury. 
Bishop of Barking > 

Professor RAMAN BEDI 
+ROBERT LINCOLN 
( The Right Rev Robert Hardy. 
Bishop of Lincoln ) 

Church House. London SWl 

Falklands’ fate 

Sir With the greatest respect to 
Ambassador Pfirter < letter 27 
March), he introduces a red 
herring into the Fhlklands debate 
by comparing the relative distances 
of the Islands from Argentina and 
Britain. As he will know, 
geographical proximity has never 
been a valid reason for claiming 
sovereignty; if it were, many of 
today's international boundaries 
would have to be redrawn. 

Mr Pfirter bases the Argentine 
case on the primacy of territorial 
integrity which, it is claimed, takes 
precedence over the right of self- 
determination. He assumes that 
the Falkland Islands are an 
integral part of Argentina, despite 
the facts that Argentina did not 
exist when the British landed 
there and that the only indigenous 
population on the Islands 
consisted of seals, seabirds and 


Sir: Congratulations on your 
leader calling for the merging 
of the teaching unions into one 
professional association (31 
March). The separate unions 
once bad a rationale, rooted in 
their histories. Now that the 
conditions that produced 
divisions have disappeared, so 
should separate and competing 
associations. 1 call upon the 
teaching profession to put 
aside rivalries and historical 
differences and work to create 
a unified professional force 
which will represent teachers 
as fally-fiedged professionals. 
PETER MORTIMORE 
Director. Institute of Education 
University of London 


Arm Doherty 


penguins, all of which have thrived 
under British occupation and 
administration. 

We had a squabble with the 
Spanish over the sovereignty of the 
islands in 177L but the Spanish 
monarch climbed down, disavowed 
the action taken by his Governor of 
La Plata and made restitution of the 
British settlement. 

Looking ahead, Mr Pfirter 
disappointed me by sticking to the 
traditional Argentine line that it is 
in everyone’s “best interest" to 
resolve the sovereignty issue 
through direct negotiations 
between Britain and Argentina. 1 
fail to see how it can be in the 
islanders' “best interest" to be 
excluded from negotiations on 
their own future. 

Sir REX HUNT 

Chairman. The Falkland Islands 

Association 

Sunningdale. Berkshire 

No dumb belles 

Sir: I was stunned by Sue Arnold's 
column “Girls are too sensible for 
sport" (31 March). It conveyed an 
attitude to exercise that ignored 
solid medical evidence. 

Regular exercise has been 
shown to reduce the incidence of 
diabetes, lower the risk of bowel 
cancer and reduce the risk of high 
blood pressure. Those of us that 
regularly exercise and compete in 
sport can also point to reduced 
stress, lowered heart rate, 
greater self-esteem and improved 
weight control. 

I’m sure many women will find 
offensive the comment that sporty 
women are deeply unattractive . 

The United Kingdom and the 
rest of the western world face an 
epidemic of diabetes, high blood 
pressure and heart disease as a 
consequence of obesity' and 
inactivity Our genome is capable 
of much more tlian this, certainly 
more than a “gentle glow". For the 
sake of your health, get out. feel 
the wind in you face and enjoy the 
endorphin high. 

Dr DAVE NICHOLLS 
Sports Medicine Practitioner 
Fen Ditton. Cambridgeshire 


Choosing to die 

Sir Whilst Jeremy Laurence is right 
in his assertion that support for 
euthanasia declines with advancing 
age (“Choosing not to go gently”. 30 
March), this decline, in polls 
conducted by both NOP and British 
Social Attitudes, is smafi. Even then 
there is a veiy substantial majority 
of older people in support 

Jeremy Laurance declares that 
he is not against eutha n as i a, but 
seemingly onfy if it is not called as 
such and is carried out at the 
do cto r’s discretion. As long as the 
doctor says he did not intend to kill 
the patient all is welL Apart from the 
hypocrisy required of the doctor; 

often this is an act of paternalism 
(nan-voluntary euthanasia). 1 
believe it is vitalty important that 
the patient is the derision-maker 

Whilst I recognise that many 
people would wish to cling to life 
even in the face of extreme 
suffering, some do not. Why 
shouldn’t we have the choice? The 
assurance that we do not have to 
face suffering and indignity at the 
end of life would be a great comfort 
to us all and would be. I suggest 
very life-enhancing. 

JOHN OLIVER 
General Secretary 
The Voluntary Euthanasia Society 
London W8 

Sir. You state (leading article, 27 
Marrh i that legislation to permit 
euthanasia in Britain should have 
guidelines to protect older people 
(why only older) from the pressure 
of relatives. And yet you go on to 
say that the co-operation and 
approval of the family are 
essential. The latter may surely 
lead to the former. 

Ybu say “We must allow people 
to die”, presumably meaning by 
“voluntary” euthanasia, and yet 
you go on to support (albeit with 
“safeguards"! involuntary 
euthanasia. You say it is impossible 
to make an objective judgement 
about another person's quality’ of 
life and yet appear to support the 
ending of it 

Your leader is contradictory, 
dangerous and immoral. 

PHILIP J S CROME 
Harrow. Middlesex 

Lack of evidence 

Sir. You reported that Mr Ami t 
Sharma, 19. received damages 
from the Metropolitan Police 
Service and that this authority did 
not uphold his complaint ( “Trio 
awarded police damages ', 27 
March). Our member Loma Whyte 
could not possibly have upheld the 
complaint. 

Mr Sharma’s solicitor failed to 
return the medical disclosure form 
which would have enabled the 
investigating officer to obtain a 
statement from the doctor who 
treated Mr Sharma. Furthermore. 

Mr Sharma’s companions, who may 
have witnessed the incident, failed 
to come forward despite the best 
efforts of the investigating officer. 

On the basis of the available 
evidence, Mr Sharraa's complaint 
against the officer could not 
possibly be proved “beyond 
reasonable doubt". 

It is unjustifiable for Mr Sadiq 
Khan to criticise the police 
complaints system when he fails to 
provide the vital evidence needed 
to prove the complaint. Many 
lawyers, even those who are 
critical of the system, give us 
considerable assistance. In one 
recent case, seven police officers 
were required to resign as a result 
of co-operation from the 
complainants' solicitor, which 
enabled the PCA-supervised 
inquiry to gather the neeessarv 
evidence. 

P W MOORHOUSE 
Chairman. Police Complaints 
Authority 
London SWl 

Yellow peril 

Sir As the US seems to have but 
one means of enforcing its foreign 
policy, whom will they be bombin* 
next? Turkey over the Kurds, Sri* 
Lanka over the Tamils. Indonesia 
over East Timor, or even Britain 
over bananas? 

P N THOMPSON 
Leicester 
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Read all about it - Queen Mother extradited to Spain! 


HOW WELL do you follow the 
news? Ten minutes after you have 
switched off the latest news, how 
much of it can you remember? Do 
you know where Kosovo is? Is 
your memory for trivial news vor- 
acious? If you went on the News 
Quiz, would you get the questions 
right, or would you say like Alan 
Coren, “Wai, Simon, I would rather 
you had asked me about the story 
about the two kippers and the 
policewoman. . ."? 

Now is the chance to test your- 
self! Here are seven news stories 
from the last 10 days. Which of them 
are true and which are false? On 
your marks, get set... 

1 A man in Alnwick, Northumbria, 
was prosecuted on the very unusual 
charge of conspiring to entice oth- 
ers to trespass. He was engaged in 


a vendetta against his next-door 
neighbour; and devised the un- 
usual plan of annoying him by 
tying a set of inflated party balloons 
to his neighbour’s gate. Everyone 
assumed that there was a party 
going on and enough gatecrashers 
arrived to make the man's fife a nui- 
sance aS afternoon. By the time the 
man discovered the balloons on his 
gate outside, he had had to deal 
with over 30 uninvited guests. He 
therefore sued his neighbour on the 
rare charge of enticing to trespass. 

2 The lighthouse at Beachy Head, 
which is being moved a short dis- 
tance. is not being transported for 
safety reasons or to avoid erosion. 
The fact is that English Heritage 
have recently hired a fengshui con- 
sultant who has decided that the 
lighthouse was built in a most un- 


propitious situation, facing slightly 
the wrong way. and inviting evil in- 
fluences. The lighthouse is not 
being taken to another site - it is 
in fact being revolved a little so that 
it faces a luckier direction. 

3 Police were called to a hot 
snacks’n’sandwich bar in a lay-by 

in Lincolnshire where more than 
60 cars were parked and at least 100 
people were queuing for service. A 
little unrest had broken out, with 
people throwing water over each 
other. Police were curious to know 
why there was such a demand for 
food and drink. It turned out that 
the sandwich bar had recently 
been awarded a licence for cele- 
brating marriages, and one of their 
regular lorry drivers had elected to 
get married there. The long queue 
was the wedding reception and the 
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As a last resort, the US 
will fly low over Serbian 
ski resorts and knock 
down their cable-cars 

unrest and horseplay with water 
were an attempt to sober up the 
best man in time for his speech. 


A The RUC in Northern Ireland has 
discovered an arms factory run by 
the IRA which was busy manufac- 
turing arms that were not de- 
signed to be used. They were only 
going to be handed over for 
decommissioning purposes, so that 
the IRA could hang on to their real 
weapons. 

5 Anxious to reclaim from the 
Queen Afother the £4m she owes it, 
Coutts Bank has been having 
secret talks with the present own- 
ers of Barings Bank to see if they 
can use the same mechanism that 
Barings used with Nick Leeson. 
Their talks are being kept very 
hush-hush because Coutts does not 
want it to seem as if it is trying to 
get the Queen Mum sent to prison. 
On the other hand, it would dearly 
love to get the money back, be- 


cause, as one bank executive put 
it, RI can think of several countries 
in Latin America that are a better 
credit risk than the old bat. They 
are also looking at the possibility 
of getting the Queen Mother 
extradited to Spain. 

6 Crop circles seldom make news 
during the winter, for the simple 
reason that crops are not generally- 
grown during the winter and it is 
hard to make circles in non-existent 
wheat However, cerealogists were 
called out in great excitement last 
week to a field in the middle of Wilt- 
shire where astounding symmet- 
rical patterns had been spotted in 
the bare earth, a series of mostly 
straight, but sometimes wavy lines 
to very tight parallels. 

While they were examining the 
Phenomenon, the farmer who 


owned the field came past that wav 
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Ireland cannot live 
in this limbo land 
for much longer 



A FEW days ago Gerry Adams said this: “I am convinced 
that we are going to get a democratic peace settlement 
and that’s why I say to David Trimble: *301 why not now? 
Why put it off?' This is the time for moving forward, for 
seizing the moment and moving positively together and 
not letting people down.” 

The moment was not seized. Should people feel let down? 

There will be disappointment. It would have been an his- 
toric achievement to set up the Northern Ireland Execut- 
ive. Had things not been put off yet again, we should now 
be reflecting on the courage of those involved, rather than 
pondering another pause. So, if the parties won't agree now. 
with all the psychological pressure of the anniversary of 
the Good Friday agreement, when will they? What hope 
is there that they will not for ever be content to live in the 
limbo land of agreement without settlement, of ceasefire 
without disarmament, of progress without movement? 

There are reasons to feel hopefuL First, the scale of what 
is being attempted needs to be borne in mind. The ques- 
tion of the IRA decommissioning its weapons has been 
fudged time and again. It is where irresistible Unionism 
meets immovable republicanism. Even a year is a short 
time to weaken attitudes that have taken centuries to ossify. 
It may also have been too much to ask during the emotion 
of the annual commemoration of the 1916 Easter Rising. 

Second, the war in the Balkans may have proved to be 
too much of a distraction for Tony Blair and, especially, 
Bill Clinton. In 10 days’ time they may be able to play a 
still more active and powerful role. 

Third, and most important the break in the formal talks 
does not mean that dialogue, thought and imagination have 
also adjourned. The IRA can and should begin decom- 
missioninghow. It seems that it win not In that case, there 
is only one way through that can be explored informally 
between now and the next round of talks. The compromise 
that could be pursued is for Sinn Fein to join the execu- 
tive on the explicit promise that the IRA will shortly 
thereafter begin decommissioning, on a scale and at a 
speed that is satisfactory to the Unionists. It is, to borrow 
a phrase, gut-wrenching to ask David Trimble and his com- 
munity to agree to this, and they should do so only with 
the most clear and public unde rtaking s and with the 
shortest gap between words and actions. 

Some cause for optimism, then. But delays cannot be 
indefinite. Tensions will mount during the summer and as 
the marching season approaches. The power of the ref- 
erendum results about the agreement, on both sides of the 
bonfe£ will begin to lapse soon. The risk of destabilising 
atrocities perpetrated by splinter groups persists. The hand 
of history still rests heavily on the shoulders of the part- 
icipants. But it wfll not rest there for ever. 



Ground troops are now 
the only deterrent left 

THE CAPTURE of three American soldiers will give fur- 
ther ammuni tion to those who believe that the entire mis- 
sion against Milosevic is a foolhardy enterprise. In reality, 
the mission is not foolhardy, but over-cautious. 

Slobodan Milosevic has. unsurprisingly, used the cap- 
ture of the soldiers for his own propaganda purposes. But 
the parading of the American soldiers on Belgrade tele- 
vision may also help to harden American opinion, until now 
deeply wary about distant Kosovo. 

Such a hardening of opinion is needed if the crucial next 
step is to be taken. It is increasingly dear that the use of 
ground troops - or. at the very least, the credible threat 
of ground troops - is the only way to force Milosevic to com- 
promise. There is a tendency to talk dismissively of ‘arm- 


chair warriors’’. But the armchair peacemakers have had 
an incomparably poor record in the Balkans in the past 
decade. Even the doves now^dmit that if the international 
community had taken tougher action in Bosnia at an ear- 
lier stage, then thousands of lives could have been saved. 

One much-heard argument against the current bomb- 
ing campaign, and against the use of ground troops, is that 
the war has only made the lot of the Kosovo Albanians even 
worse. In the narrow sense, that is true. Conspicuously, 
however, we do not hear that argument from the Alban- 
ian refugees themselves: they blame Milosevic himself for 
their plight. The people who have borne the brunt of the 
horror know just how grim the prospects would have been 
had the international community continued simply to 
stand by. For Milosevic, brutality against civilians is part 
of the standard repertoire. The wholesale slaughter and 
“ethnic cleansing" in recent days provides the most vivid 
possible reminder of why it was necessary to take tough 
action against Milosevic in the first place. 


Ulster may yet prove the triumph 
of politics over tribal feeling 
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SO WE are not quite there yet Easter 
is a sacred period in the Republican 
calendar and this weekend the Sinn 
Fan leadership will fen out to the tra- 
ditional rallies in memory of the 1916 
rebellion. Those who hoped that they 
would do so, having announced that 
they have thought the so-fer un- 

^ thinkable and agreed to hand over 

* arms before assuming office in a new 

devolved Northern Ireland govern- 
ment, wfll be disappointed. 

This was bridge too far; even after 
a night of talks in which neither Tony 

Blair nor Bertie Ahem the Irish 
Taoiseach had slept, as they at- 
tempted to conclude the talks. If nec- 
essary they will return again, in Tony 
Blair's case Balkan war or not when 
the parties reconvene on 13 ApriLVet 
in the sunshine in front of that hand- 
some, understated late 18th century 
mansion which is Hil lsborough Cas- 
tle, one of the last vice-regal relics of 
British rule, the two men yesterday 
afternoon seemed, despite their ex- 
haustion, irrepressibly upbeat What 
had gone on? Were they kidding us? 
Whre they just whistling to keep their 

, - spirits up? 

.V The answer is sorely no. To say that 

is not to underestimate the funda- 
mental issue that decommissioning of 
arms has become. Ferhaps-it. would 
not have beenhad Sir PatrickMiyhew; 
John Major's second Northern Ireland 
Secretary, had not made it a pre- 
requisite In the famous “Washington 
Three” conation erf apolitical settle- 
ment 

It was, after all, cmly after that the 
Unionists elevated it to the absolute 
precondition of sitting in an executive 


with Sinn Ffein. It may be, too, that de- 
commissioning can only be at best be 
a gesture, since no one will really 
know, even after it happens, where all 
the weaponry is and whether it has 
been, handed oven 

Maybe, too, the decision to set a 
deadline of Easter made it all the more 
difficult to achieve, since the problems 
for Sinn yfein on confronting their most 
ardent supporters at this weekend’s 
rallies would have been not only po- 
litically difficult, but quite possibly 
physically dangerous. And, yes, it's 
true that paramilitary rebels from 
Ecuador to Mozambique have man- 
aged to make disarmament part of the 
negotiations which have concluded 
these wars. And it’s just possible 
that, in contrast to last Easter; the 
worlffs eyes not on Nrathem Ire- 

land but on Kosovo, the incentive to 
conclude the business was just a lit- 
tle less than it might otherwise have 
been i£ the fufi international media cir- 
cus had been present 

But these are details. 

The foot is that the pressures on 
Martin McGuinness and Gerry 
Adams, two figures that the British 
Government is now utterly convinced 
want to play their parts in normal pol- 
itics beyond fiie shktow of the gun, are 
deep and serious, before and after 
Easter. 

The pressures on David Uimble 
are huge too: waiting in the wings, 
even among his own party members 
elected to the nascent assembly, are 
men who want to see the process M 
and who, if he doesn't deliver within 
tiie next fortnight, will seek to rise up 
and find someone else to lead them. 



Donald 

MACINTYRE 

The Blair-Ahem way is to 
keep the momentum going 
rather than to batten doum 
every single, legalistic detail 

almost certainly backwards. But for 
the republican leaders, the dangers 
are not merely political: they may even 
be life-threatening for men who, what- 
ever their gruesome past attach- 
ments, have already shown real and 
distinctive bravery in coming this far. 

So what are the grounds tor the op- 
timism which the two Prime Ministers 
so relentlessly conveyed outside HHLs- 
borough yesterday? Well, first of all 
despite ritually repeating their oppo- 
sition to decommissioning as a prior 
condition of the assembly and the ex- 
ecutive going live. Sinn Fein did not 
denounce the joint “working draft" 
which was produced by the two gov- 
ernments yesterday. 

British officials were at some pains 
last night to point out that, exactly a 
year ago, Sinn Fein neither endorsed 
nor condemned the Good Friday 


agreement either. Yet the agreement’s 
momentum, for all the fettering. is stiiJ 
there, and with the determined par- 
ticipation of Adams and McGuinness. 

Whether the Unionist sources who 
claimed last night that there had 
been fierce internal debate over the 
demands for decommisioning within 
the Sinn Fein delegation were right, 
the British are surprisingly confident 
that both of them want the latest de- 
claration to be fulfilled - which appears 
to mean that they will in the end have 
to accept the "obligation” to put 
enough arms, as the declaration puts 
it “beyond use" to satisfy Sir John de 
Chastelaine. the Canadian general 
overseeing the handover of arms. 

The wording of the declaration is 
a little wispy in places: the exact na- 
ture of the dance in which there will 
be a decommissioning of “some arms” 
and “an act of reconciliation” before 
the powers are devolved a mite un- 
clear. But that is the Blair-Ahern way. 
to keep the momentum going rather 
than batten down every single, legal- 
istic detail. 

It is impossible not to admire the 
two prime ministers, in Tony Blair's 
case a dog-tired one no doubt des- 
perately hoping that war in Serbia will 
go better than it has done so far Koso- 
vo seemed a planet away as the sun 
shone down yesterday on Hillsbor- 
ough. a sleepy village which could be 
in the Cotswolds if it were not in Coun- 
ty Down The Falls Road, the 
Shankhill and Portadown also seemed 
far away. You couldn’t help wondering 
if the Prime Minister was able to re- 
sist the temptation to draw any com- 
parisons between Northern Ireland 


and the scene of Milosevic’s c a rn a g e. 

All-out dvi! war in Northern Ireland 
has never been more at the very pe- 
riphery of the most pessimistic vision 
of the last 20 years here. But it is just 
possible, as he shuttled with the 
Taoiseach between the parties, that 
one connection may have occurred to 
him. What is being attempted here is 
the triumph of politics over tribal feud- 
ing and the gun - an effort that has 
so signally foiled in the former Yu- 
goslavia. This is a land in which peo- 
ple who support the same football 
teams, buy their clothes at the same 
Marks and Spencer, have been capa- 
ble of killing each other for no better 
reason that they went to the wrong 
school. 

The popular will in Northern Ire- 
land to see an end to that is now. prob- 
ably. irresistible. Biair. a politician 
supremely tuned to the popular will 
recognises that But what is more im- 
portant is that he is sure that all the 
parties understand it too. Republican 
engaged with Unionist at these talks, 
by all accounts, with a cordiality that 
would have been unthinkable even a 
year ago. 

That is not a sufficient condition of 
the final settlement But it is proba- 
ble that David Thimble and Gerry 
Adams now recognise how much 
each needs the other to prevail in their 
own ranks. 

Blair seemed almost irrationally op- 
timistic that Northern Ireland would 
be living under power sharing de- 
volved government by the summer. 
But it was an optimism that in the 
spring sunshine at Hillsborough, it was 
impossible not to share. 


All the well-meaning concerns about too tough a policy 
a gains t Serbia become irrelevant when set against the back- 
ground of the latest bloodshed The current policy of 
extermination is merely the logical extension of what 
Milosevic had already been doing for many years. The mass 
killin g of civilians provides the final proof - though proof 
should no longer be needed after the experience of the 
past 10 years - of the lengths to which Milosevic will go to 
retain absolute power. 

We might have hoped, after the experience of Iraq, that 
politicians and generals alike would be wary of leaving a 
job half-dona Increasingly, it looks as though that may be 
the outcome of the current action in Serbia. This would 
be doubly disastrous. At the very least, a declaration of 
readiness to prepare a ground assault would send an 
important signal On each previous occasion, the West has 
blinked before Milosevic. To do so on this occasion would 
be the ultimate betrayal - not just of the Albanians, but of 
all the Balkan nations he has trodden over in turn. 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

“We don’t like the way they're treated and we have a long 
memory about these kinds of things.” 

General Wesley Clark. Nato Supreme Commander Europe 
on t he three VS soldiers captured by the Serbs 

t hought for the Day 

“To believe yourself to be brave is to be brave; 
it is the only essential thing." 

Mark Tu-ain. 

American author 
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AT LONG last Mr Stephen 
Byers, the Trade Secretary 
has seen sense and put Rover 
workers, BMW and, indeed, 

- the whole of the ¥fest Mid- 
a . -lands outof their-agohy. There- 

i3| has been too much uncertain- 
. fyfor too long- Ithas sapped fire 
•. morale of Rover’s workers - 

- many of whom have takentbeir. 
' skills elsewhere^ to the detri- 
ment of the company. If BMW 
is willing to to devote so much 

- of its own resources to Rover 
atLongbridge, how can car crit- 


ics seriously suggest that the 
relatively modest amount of 
Government aid being given to 
tire plant is likefy to be wasted? 
The money is well spent 
The Birmingham Post 

IN THE context of the leap of 
faith BMW shareholders axe 
faking, this cash injection is a 
trifle. The road bad: to sus- 
tainable profitability may be 
long and full of potholes, but 
Rover has a 50:50 chance of 

making it through before BMW 


MONITOR 

ALL THE News of the world 
British press comment on the news that 
Rover's Longbridge plant has been saved 


shareholders are thoroughly 
sick. Since they have already 
absorbed the worst of Rover’s 
losses, they should not turn 
back now. 

The Financial Times 


FOR THE first time in months 
Longbridge workers could 
sleep easily in their beds last 
night Those who say taxpayers 
should not help out BMW are 
missing the point The Ger- 


mans have invested over £4bn 
in Rover sinee taking over 
more than eight years ago - 
and that is more than any pre- 
vious state hand-outs Haring 
been given the grant they want 
and the workers' total support 
with new flexible working 
hours, it is time for BMW to de- 
liver. That is the least their loyal 
UK workers deserve. 

The Sun 

IT ISN’T only the people who 
work at Rover’s Longbridge 


plant who should be celeb- 
rating. Saving the factory is a 
boost for the whole country. The 
Government did not want to 
throw money at BMW. which 
owns Rover. That was how 
millions of pounds were wast- 
ed in the past. But BMW is 
spending huge sums on Long- 
bridge. it was entitled to get 
some reasonable aid from the 
Government. 

Now it has. Longbridge is 
secure. 

The Mirror 
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For a Christian, this is a just war 


SUNDAY MARKS Nato’s 50th 
anniversary (and well skip 
cracks about the day being a 
real bomb and going with a 
bang, if you don't mind) 
Nato's big five-oh seems a 
good time to remind readers 
that Rule 5 of the 
organisation’s articles of 
association states that “an 
armed attack against [one 
member] shall be considered 
an attack against them alL" 
Funnily enough, Nato's diktat 
is surprisingly similar to the 
Hells Angels’ Bylaw No 10: 
“When an angel punches a 
non-Angel, all other angels 
will participate.” Fine 
strategic minds think alike. 


CHARLES SPENCER, the 

lawyer who holds most of 
the heart of the lovely 
Express editor. Rosie 
Boycott, thriftily bought 
himself a number of sleek 
□evr designer suits in the 
January sales. Imagine his 
chagrin when he discovered 
all had mysteriously gone 
walkabout Bountiful Rosie, 
it seems, had generously 
donated them to a local 
charity shop. Minions from 
The Depress were hurriedly 
dispatched to try’ to retrieve 
the expensive kit Coming 
soon to a waste bin near 
you: a thrilling feature 
about the serendipity of 
thrift shopping. 


SEEN IN 192. the smart 
Notting B31 Gate watering- 
hole: Sir Robin Day wearing a 
Bill Clinton mask. 


HAS JAPAN’S leading 
newspaper. Asahi Shimbun, 
found a way to improve that 
Western invention, the April 
Fbols* gag? We’re assured 
not. But on 1 April the 
newspaper ran a prominent 
piece suggesting that Prime 
Minister Keizo Obuchi is 
trying to push through an 
initiative called Minister 
Big Bang. This would invite 
“two or three” foreigners to 
join the Japanese cabinet. 
Mickey Kantor. a former 
Clinton aide, Lee Kwan Yew, 
the sinister Singapore 
strongman. Thatcher and 
Gorbachev were 
named among / 

the front- 
runners. But 
three out of four 
of these well- / A -ti 

knackered old I 

crumb lies are a A/ 
bit past their Ka 

sell-bys. Perhaps 11 
readers can V 

suggest some A\j!^ 

more interesting 
candidates? E- ix" 
mail Pandora m 
30 words or m . 

fewer on / V - 
why your / 
nominee A .^P.\ 
should f . ]. 

be a A / | 


Japanese cabinet minister. 
The best will be passed on 
to the Japanese embassy. 


JOHN MAPLES, the shadow 
Defence Secretary, who 
infuriated his erstwhile 
Knightsbridge neighbours 
with the ‘horrible” smells 
emanating from his kitchen, 
is becoming inexplicably 
mellow. Hus week in the 
Commons, he was spotted 
putting in some overtime at 
the Z-factory during a speech 
by Clare Short Farther along 
the blue benches, the Hague 
honcho and alleged tightwad, 
Alan Duncan, has also been 
making a spectacle of himself. 
When asked about his new 
glasses, the protnfas-hungry 
Duncan admitted: “They don’t 
actually magnify anything ” 


TOMORROW IS Boat Race 
day. so Pandora presents 
her subtitles for the 
slanguage-impaired to give 
you the low-down on what 
the muscle in those boats 
will be saying. A bear 
jumped on our back - lack of 
energy at the end of a race; 
blade - part of the oar that 
goes in the water; catch a 
crab - when the blade gets 
caught in the water after a 
stroke; hammer - strong 
rower with no technique: 
luggage - a rower who 
doesn’t pull his weight; 
stroke seat - rower who sets 
the boat’s pace; swing - 
state achieved when a crew 
moves in unison. 


BRITAIN IS a high society - 
and that’s official. According 
to the Lisbon-based 
European Centre for 
Monitoring Drugs and Drug 
Abuse, Brits consume more 
illegal narcotics per head 
then anywhere else in 
Euroland. Brits are even out- 
doing the Netherlands, a 
state so drug-friendfy it's 
becoming a nation in a state. 


MINISTRY MAGAZINE, a 
journal that chronicles 
young people’s escapades in 
night-clubs, claims that a 
hypnotist, Zane Monroe, is 
ft working the nation’s 
A niteries offering to 
j replicate the disco biscuit 
/ experience for £8 a pop. Of 
L course, since you’re in 
a hypnotic trance, 

Py there’s no danger of 
v / yon hapless clubbers 
r approaching a complete 
1 stranger and hearing 
A yourself saying: “Nice 
\ one geezer! Sorted! Here 
aA are my credit cards, give 
y* ’em a caning! Wicked!" 

» 

ft THE PHRASE that 
. j) pays. The words that 
y put the glide in 
i Pandora’s stride this 
/\ week: “They don’t have a 
r J Scooby:” Scooby? 

L (Pictured.) Think rhyming 
/] slang. And if you still don't 
/ J get it... you haven’t a clue. 

ycN Contact Pandora by e- 
mait pandoraiq 
independentco.uk 


THE REMARKABLE French thinker 
Simone Weil once wrote: “All the 
criminal violence of the Roman 
Empire ran up against Christ and 
in him became pure suffering... 
The false God changes suffering into 
violence, the true God changes 
violence into suffering." 

In the light of this, it is not 
surprising that the early Christians 
were pacifists. As the second- 
century theologian Tertullian put it, 
referring to the incident in the 
Gospels when a sword was drawn 
to protect Jesus from arrest: “In 
disarming Pieter. Christ unbelted 
every soldier." 

But when Christianity became 
the official religion of the Roman 
Empire in the fourth century, there 
was a painful dilemma. If order is 
essential to human life and order 
depends on the use or threat of 
coercion, would it not be irrespon- 
sible of Christians to refuse to play 
their part as policemen or soldiers? 

So waris justified- but only under 
certain conditions. Tbday, Christians 
are fiercely divided as to whether 
those conditions hare been met in 
the action against Serbia. 

first there must be legitimate 
authority. One of the most hopeful 
developments since the Second 
World War is that we now assume 
this to be the United Nations. But 
although a general principle was 




RICHARD 

HARRIES 

In a fallen, sinful world 
it is sometimes a stem 
duty to use military force 
to protect the defenceless 

established in relation to Iraq, 
namely that it is possible to inter- 
vene wi thin the borders of another 
sovereign country for exceptional 
humanitarian reasons, there has 
been no explicit resolution allowing 
this in relation to Kosovo. 

The second condition is that 
there must be a just cause. The 
protection of terrorised Albanian 
Kosovars must certainly qualify. 
And the third condition, that war be 
a last resort, has also surely been 
met Every peaceful means of 
resolving the conflict must first 
have been tried 


It is the fourth criterion that 
causes the most trouble. This says 
that military' action must not 
unleash more evil than would have 

to be endured if such action were not 
taken. Integrally related to this is the 
judgement that there must be a 
reasonable chance of success. Here, 
of course, the moral dimension 
overlaps with political and military 
considerations. 

But what counts as success? 
there is little doubt that the skill and 
tr ainin g of the Nato forces will 
achieve the military objective of 
drastically weakening the Serbian 
forces. But this military objective 
cannot be seen apart from the 
political goal, which must be a 
priority. It is far from obvious at the 
moment that the political plan as 
outlined in the Rambouillet agree- 
ment can yet be attained by 
bombing: and rightly or wrongly, the 
Government keeps on ruling out 
ground forces. 

It isn’t surprising that Christians, 
like the country as a whole, are now 
making very different predictions 
about what is possible. As a worst 
case, it is possible to envisage Milo- 
sevic suing for peace with all his 
troops and police in possession of an 
“ethnically cleansed" northern third 
of Kosovo - and Nato having neither 
the will nor the capacity to do any- 
thing but accede. 


However, with all these dire 
predictions, now we have embarked 
on this course what matters at this 
stage is an iron resolve to achieve 
the goal we have set. The danger is 
that a ruthless ruler such as Milo- 
sevic can make us hesitate and 
weaken. But to weaken now is. m 
effect to hand the world over to 

those who are prepared to raise the 

ever higher through then - un- 
restrained cruelty - in this case, 
“ethnic cleansing’’. 

In the last analysis it is not up to 
churchmen to say whether a 
particular action is right or wrong. 
U is government that is in a position 
to know the facts, that will have 
weighed up the risks and that bears 
the awesome responsibility. Our 
role, through the exercise of the 
teaching office of the church, is to 
urge that the criteria must be met 
When it comes to the conduct of the 
action, the prime requirement is to 
target only military installations 
and forces: the principle of non- 
combatant immunity ie civilians 
not directly contributing to the war 
effort, is the most sacrosanct teach- 
ing of the Church's long tradition of 
thinking about this subject Here 
there is one thing for which to be 
thankful. Modern precision-guided 
weapons make it more possible 
than ever for military targets to be 
accurately located and hit 


The phrase “a just war" is a mis- 
nomer. All wars are a tragic 
expression of an injustice that has 
ea tpn into the very fabric of human 
society Nevertheless, in a fallen, 
sinful world it is sometimes a stem 
duty to use military force to protect 
the defenceless. But such actions 
are not crusades, and we should 
avoid demonising the energy. As the 
great American thinker Reinhold 
Niebuhr prayed during the Second 
World Wan “We pray for wicked and 
cruel men, whose arrogance reveals 
to us what the sin of our own hearts 
is like when it has conceived and 
brought forth its final fruit” 

So we come back to this Good 
Friday, the most sombre day in the 
Christian calendar when we reflect 
on the fact that God hims elf, in the 
person of his Son, experienced our 
violence and bore the sin of the 
whole world. It is a day made more 
sombre still by the countless inno- 
cents still suffering in Kosovo and 
elsewhere in the world. If there is 





hope to be found, it can only be as 
put in a hymn that will be sung in 


'1 

many churches today: 



Abel’s blood for vengeance 

% ' 


Pleaded to the skies 



But toe blood of Jesus 

For our pardon cries 




The writer is Bishop of Oxford 


Dangerous liaisons: why the 
French still do it in style 


THE BUSY hive of Parisian sociolo- 
gists, pollsters and trend analysts 
who delight in smashing national 
stereotypes, informing us that the 
French no longer drink wine, eschew 
the baguette, and are even thinking 
about giving up smoking Gitanes, 
ought to be ashamed of themselves. 

In recent years these specialists 
in demythification have been busy 
creating a myth of their own: that 
Frenchmen no longer have mis- 
tresses, but only affairs followed by 
divorce and remarriage, just like les 
Anglo-Saxons. 

It took the biggest financial scan- 
dal of the post-war era and a leggy, 
loquacious brunette to give the lie 
to this nonsense. Among the men- 
dacity bribery and money-launder- 
ing that swirled murkily around in 
the Elf national oil company. Chris- 
tine Deviers- Joncour seemed to be 
the lady who took all. 

As a paid consultant of the com- 
pany, not onfy did she carry suitcases 
stuffed with millions of francs in cash 
from Paris to Switzerland (“they 
were very heavy”, she remarked 
later), she also ferried messages, in- 
structions and little presents be- 
tween her boss. Elf's financial 
director Alfred Sirven and her lover 
Roland Dumas, Minister of Fbreign 
Affairs and close adviser of the then 
President Francois Mitterrand. 

Christine was exceptionally well 
set up by her lover and employee She 
had a vast and gilded apartment in 
the seventh arroadissement of Paris 
that cost Elf about £2m. 

Here, using the lavishly pro- 
visioned Elf credit cant she decor- 
ated in fabulous style, dressed in 
couture and entertained Dumas 
and the good, the bad and the ugly 
of the day - not least by playing on 



SUZANNE 

LOWRY 

The latest sociologists' 
myth is that Frenchmen 
no longer have mistresses, 
they only have affairs 

the grand piano also bought for her. 

Here was a mistress to end all 
mistresses, who out-pompadoured 
Pompadour, who was kept in grand 
luxe not ontybya wealthy man, but 
by a state-owned conglomerate who 
used her to sweeten a minister. Or 
was it rice versa? The final story’ has 
not yet been told. No wonder, when 
tiie scandal broke, Christine called 
herself la putain de la Republique 

- toe Republic’s whore - when she 
sat down to write her memoirs dur- 
ing a sobering period in jaiL 

The other day Christine acted out 
another chapter in the melodrama 

- that of the woman scorned - when 
she revenged herself on Dumas. She 
had consistently maintained that he 
had had nothing to do with Elf's dirty 
money. But when he dropped her in 
her trouble - “didn't even send a 
flower” - she dropped him in the ju- 
dicial soup. Everything had been 
done, all money spent, at his insti- 
gation, she revealed. Dumas was 


forced from his cushy retirement 
post as president of the Constitu- 
tional Council and the case against 
him has been reopened. 

Another liaison recently ended in 
resignations and gnashings of teeth, 
when the former prime minister 
Edith Cresson’s faiblesse for a 
provincial dentist helped bring down 
not only her but also the whole 
European Commission. 

Cresson, who had been commis- 
sioner for education and science, had 
employed Rene Bertbelot. with 
whom she had been living for years, 
on a salary of some £50.000 a year 
to do little more than travel to and 
from their French home base at 
Chatellerault "She can’t do without 
me." Rene used to boast when Edith 
was PM and he had a room in the 
Hotel Matignon. the French 10 
Downing Street 

A twist in that tale is that Edith 
Cresson was one of president 
Mitterrand’s many mistresses years 
ago “My little soldier", he used to call 
the feisty redhead. When he made 
her minister of agriculture, however: 
angry farmers called her la 
parfumee du president - the pres- 
ident’s floozie. 

Mitterrand was a master in the 
kingly art of having his marital cake 
and eating it - and making the state 
pay for iL The French were amazed 
and fascinated - rather than 
shocked - when their sphynx-like 
leader was publicly mourned by 
two families when he died in 1996. 
It then emerged that the shadowy 
second family, Anne Pingeot and her 
daughter Mazarine, had been kept 
at taxpayers’ expense in an annexe 
of the Eiysee Palace for years. All 
part of the clandestine financial 
subculture of a corrupt regime that 



Edith Cresson, who was the mistress of Francois Mitterrand 


is now slowly being unravelled by toe 
lawyers investigating Elf. toe affairs 
of Credit Lyonnais and other relics 
of Mitterrandism. 

"He is interested only in money 
and death", one of the president's 
victims once said of him. Certainly 
troublesome people at his court 
tended to die off suddenly, and it was 
said last week by a former aide that 
“if Mitterrand had been alive. 
Dumas would already be dead”. 

Money - a lot of it - rather than 
murder, is toe key to keeping a mis- 
tress. And this is what toe aforesaid 
sociologists have been pointing out 
Frenchmen, says Michel Platte 
(among others) “have been forced 
to give up institutionalised infidelity" 
because few of them can afford the 
little flat on the Left Bank, toe gifts 
and the bills and perhaps the annuity 
for life. Still less can they afford to 
risk divorce, to which a wronged 
French wife now quite quickly re- 
sorts, no longer content to accept toe 


role of wife and mother and a Life- 
time of security in exchange for 
giving her husband permission to 
range free. 

Cecile Abdesseiam, another soda] 
pundit revealed that those men 
who do stray (and one in five French 
husbands is unfaithful at some time > 
are not suave Latin lovers as imag- 
ined by Nancy Mitford: they get into 
dreadful tangled messes. Their af- 
fairs become anguished and they 
find themselves caught between a 
mistress demanding marriage and 
a wife who'll divorce him if she 
finds out about toe mistress. It 
sounds depressing more like the 
plot of a dreary Hollywood movie 
than a sexy French farce. 

Only a millionaire as wealthy as 
the late Sir James Goldsmith can af- 
ford to say that “when you marry 
your mistress you create a vacancy". 
Or, of course, a senior politician with 
access to unlimited funds of a big 
nationalised company 


l I : ' 1 

1 J . « i 

* * jf F 


MTHE INDEPENDENT 


Viners 3 Piece Stainless 
Steel Saucepan Set 

Just £29.95 including postage & packing 



HOW TO ORDER l Sr l*K cth i 

Fill in (be coupon and '«aJ lo^elhcr »Hh 
cheque or postal ordens. NO CASH please 
«o - T HE IN DEPENDENT SAUCEPAN 
SET OFFER. PO BOX 9J77. LONDON. 

E3 ?SH. 

For Aocess/Vis* ohjcjc, nxtse mint 
0171 5190191 

Eyjnrv Lr* \nna 0171 510 0W 
We tdr>a to oddre-.-es m lhe UK od\ . ffcre 
alkm np u 23 dra ter deli, cr> [n^niacipnf 

•min Return onhiD T Ji,, i« m»] ti net 
completely umiitd Oiler tuhjea » nidihlJ}' 


A humanist at work, a bully at home 


Made from highly polished 18/10 stainless steel, this Viners saucepan 
set represents terrific value for money at just £29.95 including postage 
and packing. 

The set comprises: 14cm (I litre) saucepan: Idem U.3 Etre) saucepan: 
18cm (2 litre) saucepan - all with lids. Each saucepan has a black 
phenolic handle and knob on the lid that are beat resistant up to 
190*C. They have a Aram aluminium tbermacorc base which gives even 
heat distribution and are completely dishwasher safe. They can be 
used on all bobs with the exception of induction. At just £2955 you’ll 
save £30 on the RRP of £59J)5 and they also have a foil 10 year Viners 
guarantee. 

its <i *>i ftfiife IfjpJiajar.Cjm RtetnOWEUM. 


Please seed me Saucepan 

Set's e £29,95 each including p&p 

I endow: a crossed cheque for £ 

•address on tucLj nukJc posable to; 
Independent NenspapetS i UK i Lid IN ms; 
ur debu m> AcceWWsa ocroom by 
Ihi- amount M> cord n und ier is: 


ftruCode 

Send to: THE INDEPENDENT SALCEWN 
SET. PO BOX W~. LONDON. D iSH. 

3S1 bui J iiflibeNhhli 
J 1 'IlilLUnrcai^iuuii tpp 


f TO THE politically aware 
in toe 1940s and 1950s, 
toe name of Arthur 
Koestler brought to 
mind a fighter for freedom. 
Today, he is almost forgotten. 
When he is recalled it is for his 
notorious private life. Yet this 
does an injustice to a heroic 
figure of the “totalitarian age" 
who wrestled with toe most dif- 
ficult questions of the century. 

Koestler was born in Bu- 
dapest in 1905 and raised in a 
Jewish family. At Vienna Uni- 
versity he became a Zionist and 
in 1926 emigrated to Palestine. 

From 1933 to 1940 he lived 
among the German Commu- 
nist exiles in Paris. He travelled 
to Spain for the CP in 1936-7, 
was caught fay Franco's troops 
and threatened with death. 
Koestler served briefly in toe 
British army before doing pro- 
paganda work and writing. He 
was involved with the Zionist 
movement from 1945 to 1948, 
but broke with it He lived in 
France and America before 
settling in Britain in 1952. 

Koestler was consistently 
preoccupied by political and 
ethical questions. In toe 1930s 
his anti-Fasdst writing helped 
to raDy opinion against Fran- 
co. IBs novel of ideas, Dark- 


nessatNoon (1940<, was one of 
the first and certainly the most 
potent books to expose Stalin- 
ism. Although the USSR was at 
the height of its popularity 
thanks to the role of the Red 
Army in the defeat of Hitler, in 
The Yogi and the Commissar 
11945) Koestler unrelentingly 
denounced Communism. 

His anti-Communism rest- 
ed on a rejection of determin- 
ism in toe form of historical 
materialism- He showed that a 
revolutionary vanguard that 
believes it possesses the secret 
of history feels able to commit 
endless atrocities “for the good 
of the cause". Certain of reach- 
ing utopia, revolutionaries 
argue that toe end justifies 
the means: the life of a man is 
disposable to fulfil the destiny 
of mankind. 

This conviction also 
spawned toe doctrine of the 
useful lie, that any untruth 
could be deployed to hasten the 
revolution. Because they dis- 
pensed with the “bourgeois 
morality" that protected civil 
and human rights, both Fas- 
cism and Communism 
crushed the individual. 

Although he rejected con- 
ventional politics in toe mid- 
1950s, Koestler continued to 
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David Cesarani 

From a talk by the 
professor of Jewish 
history at Southampton 
University to the South 
Place Ethical Society 


address “the human predica- 
ment". In Insight and Outlook 
(1947), he had tried to found a 
new morality and politics on 
scientific truths. His later 
science writing was driven by 
a humanistic imperative. In 
The Lotus and the Robot U958» 
he delivered a blistering cri- 
tique of Hinduism and Zen. 
which he believed eroded 
the individual’s sense of re 
sponsibility 

However, his approach was 


flawed and his legacy is cloudy. 
His analysis of Marxism was 
simplistic: in debunking the 
vulgar popularises of Stalin- 
ism he blinded himself to the 
emancipatory elements in the 
Marxist tradition. 

Instead of exploring ways to 
change society he tinkered 
with ways to change man. He 
believed in predestination. 
While he condemned behav- 
iourism. he interpreted neu- 
rological discoveries to mean 
that man was enslaved to a 
primitive part of the brain that 
obliged humans to behave like 
animals. In The Ghost in the 
Machine (1967) he recom- 
mended the mass distribution 
of tranquiUisiflg drugs via the 
water system. 

Koestler's politics became 
self-contradictory. In his Zion- 
ist novel. Thieves in the Night 
(1946). he qualified the maxim 
that the end can never justify 
the means. Instead, he main- 
tained that Jewish terrorism in 
Palestine was justified bv Jew- 
ish suffering and the need for 
a homeland. He berated the 
USSR, but was silent about the 
conduct of “authoritarian" cap- 
italist regimes. For toe sake of 
the Cold War alliance he re- 
fused to denounce Franco, in- 


deed. toe anti-C'ommunist end 
justified increasingly dubious 
means. During the 1950s he 
concealed the knowledge that 
the CIA was covertly funding 
Con gress for Cultural 
Freedom. This was a version of 
the “useful iie“. Worse, he im- 
plicitly condoned the terroris- 

iJf mu rderous activity of 
the CIA 

FinaHy KoesUer's persona] 
beliefs and behaviour stand in 
contrast to what he preached. 
Duplicity and infidelity scarred 
personal relationships. He was 
violent towards women and 
committed rape. He castigat- 
ed the Japanese for using abor- 
tion too freety. but his rejection 
of parenthood led liis wives and 
mistresses to terminate their 

a h,E CI f- At home he 

a bully and a tyrant. 

Tvifh he didn ’ t ca i° le fcs wife 
Cynthia, aged 55. to live on 

when he decided in early 1982 
as a result of a terminal Alness 

wrcMaS 

the 

his own wife. J 
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Will America crack? 



Protesters demonstrate outside the White House against the Nato bombing of Serbia LesiieRossqff/AP 



Mary 

Dejevsky 

While the US stands high 
in military might, on 
the human front it is 
infinitely iwlnerable 

AMERICA AWOKE yesterday to find 
its worst tears confirmed. Three US 
soldiers, reported missing on the 
Macedooian-Yugoslav border the 
previous evening, had been cap- 
tured by Serbian forces and paraded 
on Belgrade television as prisoner- 
hostages. Such pictures, as any 
American president knows, have the 

' power to turn the tide of a wac de- 
clared or not: to shake, if not in fret 
topple, the President 
TCie military significance of the 
incident for the Nato operation 
against President Milosevic is neg- 
ligible; the loss of one small. Jeep- 
like vehicle and three rank-and-file 
soldiers - a private and two NCOs 
- will not tip the scales of advantage 
one way or another In terms of pub- 
lic morale in the US, however, the 
impact is potentially cataclysmic. 

The change in the American 
mood was immediately palpable. 
The networks' normally irrepress- 
ibly cheerful breakfast anchors 
were solemn. Reporters in the field 
seemed deflated. From Aviano air 
force base in Italy came reports of 
a pervasive disappointment that the 
concerted rescue mission had 
foiled. The fret is that while the US 
stands head and shoulders above 
any other country in terms of its mil- 
itary might, on the human front it 
is infinitely vulnerable - and its en- 
emies well know that. 

The first real setback for the 
United States in the Nato operation 
r in Yugoslavia - and a genuine mil- 
v" itary loss - was the downing of the 
F-117A Stealth plane on only the 
third day of air strikes. In propa- 
ganda terms, however, the humili- 
ation caused by the loss of the 
plane was more than outweighed by 
the textbook rescue of the pilot Serb 
pictures of the burning wreckage 
and its insignia were neutralised in 
American opinion by reports of the 
pilot’s joyous return to his base. 

In the hours before the rescue 
mission was declared successful, 
there had been dark m titterings 
from the ubiquitous military strate- 
gists who have taken over from the 
lawyers as media experts that if the 
rescue failed, it would probably be 
better for the pilot to be dead than 
captured. Dead, he would be a 
hero: captured, he would be a lia- 
bility. Short of a spectacular rescue 
to pluck the three men from their 


captors, something that the Yugo- 
slav authorities will have taken 
every' measure to prevent, the cap- 
tives are now a liability to the whole 
Nato operation. 

The coming hours will deter- 
mine whether the American public 
is swayed by their plight to the point 
where support for Nato air strikes 
and for President Clinton starts to 
crack. But there were already signs 
that Americans were not as solidly 
determined to support Nato action 
over Kosovo to the bitter end as 
some Europeans, especially Brit- 
ans. A Gallup poll published yes- 
terday. but taken before the capture 
of the three soldiers, showed a 
majority in Britain supporting the 
deployment of ground troops if nec- 
essary. but a large majority (two- 
thirds) of Americans opposed. 

At the start of the Nato operation, 
as now. polls showed support for air 
strikes, but not for US ground 
troops. Americans have become 
inured to involvement in low-level 
hostilities that do not cost lives: the 
air strikes on Iraq that were con- 
tinuing until two weeks ago caused 
not a ripple in public opinion. 

That lack of concern, however; 
was transformed within a matter of 
hours when American television 
started showing the pictures of 


Kosovo refugees and recounting 
their harrowing experiences at the 
hands of the Serbs. Refugee pic- 
tures have a particular resonance 
in the US, where millions of people 
have experiences of their own, or 
family histories, that include just 
such forcible eviction. 

Those pictures prompted a per- 
ceptible shift in the signals sent out 
by the ad minis tration. Last week- 
end the emphasis had been on 
“business as usual”, “no panic”; Mr 
Clinton spent Sunday at Camp 
David, and on Monday afternoon 
played golf. By Tuesday, though, he 
was making known through re- 
porters that he was “deeply dis- 
turbed” by the scenes from the 
Kosovo border 

On Wednesday evening he went 
on television -in a one-to-one inter- 
view with Dan Rather; the “most 
trusted newsman in America”, to re- 
iterate his support for the Nato 
operation and stress his determin- 
ation to see it through. Yesterday; 
he was scheduled to brake a troop- 
rallying visit to the Norfolk naval 
base in Virginia. 

The administration also spruced 
up its message, producing official 
after official to counter the growing 
wave of accusations that Nato was 
directly responsible for the refugee 


crisis. While this was, and remains, 
the Serbian propa ganda line, such 
charges had an inescapable logic. 

The wave of women and ddldren 
crossing the border in Albania, 
Macedonia and Montenegro, weep- 
ing and destitute, had onty begun - 
so far as American viewers were 
aware - in the wake of Nato attacks. 
And these pictures were hard to dis- 
pel, however forcefully and unani- 
mously President Clinton, his 
Defence Secretary his Secretary of 
State and others insisted that the 
Nato air strikes had been ordered 
because Serb forces were prepar- 
ing to sweep Kosovo. 

The Pentagon, too. whose. dafly 
military briefings had hitherto been 
bland and uninformative, suddenly 
sprang into foil propaganda mode, 
producing senior uniformed officers 
and a barrage erf maps, charts and 
photographs to show the extent of 
Nato air strikes, and to chronicle at 
least a tentative, if sanitised, balance 
of success and failure. 

The Pentagon had been under 
pressure from US reporters, dis- 
appointed - and increasingly an- 
gered -not only by the lack of detail 
coming from the Pentagon, but by 
being consistently upstaged by their 
colleagues stationed in Europe. 

While the original discrepancy 


between the briefings on either 
side of the Atiantic may have been 
intentionally arranged to promote 
Nato as tiie leading force behind the 
military action, downplay the US 
role, and shield the US from criti- 
cism should things go wrong, that 
thinking backfired. American re- 
porters, for whom the brisk double- 
act of Jamie Shea and Air 
Commodore David Wilby had be- 
come compulsive breakfast-time 
viewing, were surprised and im- 
pressed by the unsuspected skill of 
the British briefers. 

The friction between the Penta- 
gon and other departments that has 
become apparent in recent days is 
likely to increase. The bombing of 
targets inside Montenegro - a part 
ofYiigoslavia that had none the less 
conducted itself as neutral - has 
been a particular cause of discord. 
Mounting evidence of practical mis- 


crtiise missiles to stockpiling large 
quantities of food aid.in areas that 
are now effectively behind enemy 
lines - has undermined confidence 
in the Pentagon’s management 
The news yesterday morning 
only exacerbated that mistrust 
The Pentagon evinced a marked 
ambiguity about which side of the 
border the captured soldiers had 


been when they were reportedly 
ambushed, and there was no ex- 
planation of why their car had be- 
come separated from the four-car 
convoy normally stipulated 

Ultimately, however; the buck 
stops with President Clinton, and to 
his credit he has not (yet) tried to 
pass it His fete is now in the hands 
of ordinary Americans, no less than 
it was over his affair with Monica 
Lewinsky- ff Americans are content 
to regard the three sohfiers as un- 
fortunate casualties of war, and no 
more are taken captive, and Pres- 
ident Milosevic is forced to retreat 
he may emerge as the strong nat- 
ional leader he aspires to be. 

If. however; the public panics 
about the capture of the three sol- 
diers and elevates them into nat- 
ional martyrs, Mr Clinton could 
quirkiy find hhnself in a position not 
riiggirn flar to that of Jimmy Carter 


stead of b ei n g remembered as a 
President who foiled because of a 
foolish sexual dalliance and the 
lies it spawned, he could find him- 
self remembered as a President 
who foiled for a truly presidential 
reason: a major political and mili- 
tary misjudgement 


calculation - from running short of . over the US hostages in Iran, where 

his every action and statement is 
conditioned by their fate. Then, in- 
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The leader of the 
Scottish National 
Party responds to a 
recent article by 
David Aaronovitch 

THERE IS no doubt in anyone's 
mind that Slobodan Milosevic 
is a brutal dictator with much 
innocent blood on his hands. 
That is not however; the sole 
issue when the world consid- 
ers that Nato bombing 
campaign. 

The real issue is to come to 
a judgement as to whether the 
present campaign can suc- 
ceed in doing anything effec- 
tive about him, and, more 
importantty still can save the 
people of Kosovo. 

Of course bombing is not 
toe cause of “ethnic deanring” 
and Dayid Aaronovitch in sug- 
gesting that such is my posi- 
tion weakens his whole 
argument But his argument 
is weaker still whenyou con- 
sider his core point - his view 
that there is a direct parallel 
between opposition to the 
bombing and the appease- 
ment of the Thirties. 

It is not possible to relieve 
a humanitarian disaster just 
by dropping bombs from a 
distance. 

That was not the tactics of 
the Thirties - the problem 
that confronted the Allies 
against Hitler was to re-arm 
fast enough to wage war given 
the unpreparedness of previ- 
ous years. That was total war 
- not the naive belief that one 
type of warfare could produce 
miraculous results. 

I have nothing but admir- 
ation and support for our ser- 
vice men and women engaged 
in the task they have been 
ordered to carry out My crit- 
icism is directed at those who ' 
issue the orders - the politi- 
cians. They have to decide 
whether their actions are to 
achieve the objectives they 
have set - and not at any 
human cost, but at a cost that 
can be borne. 

I accept that many good 
men and women disagree with 
my perspective and with the 
growing number of people 
who take a similar position to 
mine. All I ask is that we 
judge the means by its effects. 


A place for belief in miracles 


JEAN-PIERRE BELY, a 69-year-old 
former intensive care nurse from 
Angouleme. was recently proclaimed 
as the first unexplained cure at 
Lourdes in almost a decade. Accord- 
ing to Lhe Shrine. Mr Bely visited the 
Sanctuary in October 1937 and, shortly 
after celebrating the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, “felt overcome with a 
powerful sense of interior liberation 
and peace that he had never before ex- 
perienced”. Within a few hours, he was 
able to sit up in his bed, to feel con- 
tact against his skin and to walk for the 
first time in three years. His health has 
improved ever since. 

The Shrine's International Medical 
Bureau announced on 9 February’ 
that “Mr Bely suffered an organic in- 
fection similar to multiple sclerosis in 
a severe and advanced stage, of which 
the sudden cure during a pilgrimage 
to Lourdes fis| unusual and inexplic- 
able according to ail the knowledge of 
science.” How. in our secular age, can 
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LOURDES: BODY AND SPIRIT 
IN THE SECULAR AGE 

BY RUTH HARRIS. ALLEN LANE/THE PENGUIN PRESS. £25 


we begin to explain such miracles - or 
decide whether they are simply an 
elaborate trick by a hysterical patient, 
with a body of colluding doctors? 

The question, and its attendant 
dilemmas, may seem to be rooted in 
pre-raiilennial preoccupations. But 
Ruth Harris's stunning history of the 
Sanctuary shows that the debate 
dates back to Bernadette Soubirous's 
visions of 1333. Harris provides a rich 
cultural context in which to under- 
stand how a 14-year-old peasant girl 
rose to sainthood, founded the 
Catholic world's most famous shrine, 
and safeguarded the phenomenon of 


spiritual healing. For Lourdes's appeal 
is not simply as a place where mira- 
cles occur It draws on an almost medi- 
eval inversion of the external world: 
a sacred place of intense physicality 
and backbreaking labour, where pain 
and suffering take centre stage. 

Hams explores the genesis of the 
shrine through Bernadette's writings, 
eye-witness accounts, and explan- 
ations by the major players at 
Lourdes. But she also makes a com- 
pelling argument for understanding 
Bernadette's vision as a modern ex- 
ample of a medieval tradition that had 
deep roots in Pyrenean culture. Stor- 
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WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS 

BY ISAAC WATTS 


When I survey the wondrous Cross, 
Where the young prince of Glory died. 
My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on ail my pride. 

Forbid it. Lord, that I should boast 
Save in the death of Christ my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 

See from his head, his hands, his feel 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 


Did e’er such love and sorrow raeeL. 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

His dying crimson, like a robe, 
Spreads o’er his body on the Tree; 
Then am I dead to all the globe. 

And all the globe is dead to me. 

Were the whole realm of nature mine. 
That were a present for too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my fife, my all 


From ‘Literary Hymns: an anthology', compiled toy Mark Bryant 
(Hoddcr <S 5 tough ton. £14.99) 


ies of miraculous discovery and heal- 
ing were common throughout the 
mountain region of south-western 
France. Bernadette was continuing, 
rather than inventing, a tradition of 
peasant girls who had visions near 
fountains of bubbling waters. 

Once her vision had grasped the 
imagination of local women and then, 
fortuitously a Catholic journalist a 
local bishop and Amirale Bruat, nanny 
to the Empress Eugdnie's son, the 
story went national. Inevitably per- 
haps, Bernadette was first besieged 
by pilgrims, then sent to a local board- 
ing school and finally hidden away at 
a convent in Nevers. After performing 
her service as the shrine's inspiration, 
she was “watched, questioned and dis- 
ciplined, all at a time when she was 
subject to frequent illness”. She was 
also punished by the Mother Superior; 
who kept her a novice for lOyears. She 
died in 1879. 

Meanwhile, Lourdes continued to 
flourish as its reputation grew as a 
centre for healing. By 1883, a Medical 
Bureau was established to investigate 
the veracity of the pilgrims’ extra- 
vagant claims. In 1880 alone, the 
Assumptkmists, who chronicled the 
cures, chalked up 150 of them. The 
year before, the Shrine's director 
wrote of the 70 “written records of 
complete cures and considerable im- 
provements". But it was a Mephis- 
tophelean bargain, writes Harris. “On 
the one hand, the Church' gained a 
measure of scientific sanction for the 
miraculous; on the othet; it ceded some 
of its authority, no longer willing, it 
seemed, to pronounce without medical 
approval.” 

Underlying the scepticism that has 
periodically surfaced over the claims 
to incredible cures, witnesses often 
record a profound respect for the 
human suffering and hope they wit- 
ness . The novelist Emile Zola, who 
regarded Lourdes as a “miracle 
show” was astounded by what he saw 


Jean-Pi erre BCty suddenly cored 


on a visit in 1892. His journals reveal 
that he found Lourdes disturbing and 
upsetting. The continual chanting and 
endless supplication revealed yearn- 
ings that he had hoped - or believed 
- the 19th century had eradicated,” 
writes Harris. 

This honest desire to explain 
Lourdes, a city that still ranks as 
France's greatest tourist attraction 
outside of Paris, sets Harris's history 
apart It is written with a sharp intel- 
ligence. a wealth of detail and deep re- 
spect for the strange and enduring 
phenomenon of pilgr image. 

Julie wheelwright 
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Send In the TRUCKS 


Thousands more Kosovars, mainly women 
and children, are arriving daily in Albania 
least now they can be reached. As the 
pcoBstcx3unlryinEinTpe^)ealsfcrahLige 
humanitarian operation, we are sending JaTy-- 
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Roland Hunt 


ROLAND HUNT was appointed as 
High Commissioner to Uganda in 
1965. There, involuntarily but inev- 
itably, he became involved in the 
power struggle between the new 
President, Milton Obote, and the 
Kabaka of Buganda, “King Freddie”, 
who appealed to him for British help 
before his deposition and exile in 1966. 

The following year, as a result of 
the deteriorating security situation. 
Hunt issued public advice to British 
subjects to avoid certain roads 
which were subject to roadblocks 
and attacks by undisciplined units of 
the Ugandan Army. Obote chose to 
regard this as interference in Ugan- 
da's internal affairs and, to avoid the 
risk of Hunt's being declared per- 
sona non grata, on the advice of the 
Minister of State. Judith Hart, he 
was withdrawn from the post 

He was involved in a further 
newsworthy event the following year 
when, as Assistant Under-Secretary 
of State with responsibilities for the 
Caribbean, he accompanied William 
Whitlock, a junior FCO Minis ter, to 
the island of Anguilla where its 
leader, Ronald Webster, was trying 
to establish its independence from 
the associated state of St Kitts- 
Nevis. After a fruitless negotiation 
to restore legality, and in the absence 
of any British security protection, the 
British team was forced to withdraw 
in some disorder. Hunt looked back 
on the incident with considerable 
amusement pointing out that none 
of his experiences, there or in Ugan- 
da, would have surprised the Greeks. 

Sadly, however, bad luck contin- 
ued to dag him when what turned 
out to be his final diplomatic ap- 
pointment in 1970. as High Com- 
missioner to Trinidad and Tobago 
was brought to an untimely end by 
his seriously breaking his leg an the 
golf course. This involved his being 
brought home for major surgery and 
led to his early retirement from 
the service, though be went on to be- 
come British Secretary of the In- 
ternational Chamber of Commerce 
from 1973 until 1976. 

Hunt was born in Highgate, north 
London, in 1916. He won a Classics 
scholarship from Rugby and, after 
coming down from Queen's Col- 
lege, Oxford, took the exams for 
entry to the Indian Civil Service in 
1938. His success in them resulted 
in a further year at Oxford doing a 
government-sponsored course on 
Empire Studies, during which time 
he married Pauline Garnett 

On the outbreak of war in 1939, 
Hunt volunteered to join the Army, 


but was firmly told that his mem- 
bership of the ICS had priority, and 
shortly afterwards he was des- 
patched to Madras. As a newly ar- 
rived sub-collector in an up-country 
district he was not expected to be 
married, but with characteristic 
initiative Pauline soon managed to 
join him and their first two sons were 
born in India. 

At Independence in 1947 the 
Hunts returned to London. In 1948 
Roland joined the Commonwealth 
Relations Office and was immedi- 
ately returned to the subcontinent 
as a Third Secretary on the staff of 
the British High Commissioner in 
Pakistan. Between 1950 and 1952 he 
was based in Whitehall, dealing 
with East African security matters, 
in the course of which he spent some 


After Hunt had 
played the 
proposed new 
national anthem 
on the piano , they 
agreed it would 
not do, and 
returned it to 
Britten. He was 
not amused 


time in Nairobi as a member of the 
UK team at the African Defence Fa- 
cilities Conference, in 1952 he was 
promoted to be Political Secretary 
in the High Commission in South 
Africa, where with his previous de- 
fence experience he was appropri- 
ately involved in the negotiations for 
the Simonstown Agreement 
In 1956, on promotion to Coun- 
seUoE he was appointed as “John the 
Baptist” and Deputy High Com- 
missioner designate to prepare the 
way for the setting up of the new 
High Co mmissio n in Kuala Lumpur 
prior to Malaya becoming indepen- 
dent in 1957. There he established 
a dose working relationship with the 
founding Prime Minister, Tunku 
Abdul Rahman. Hunt’s son Julian 
tells the story that when Benjamin 
Britten’s entry to the international 
competition for Malaya's national 


anthem -was received, the Tunku 
zoomed round with outriders to 
Hunt's home, where be had to be 
roused from a sickbed. After Hunt 
had played the proposed anthem on 
the piano, they both agreed that it 
would not do. So they tentatively 
proposed some modifications and 
returned the entry to Britten, who 
was, predictably not amused. Noth- 
ing more was heard from him. 
and in the end a local dance tune, 
suitably slowed down, was chosen. 

With the ending of the emer- 
gency in Malaya, Hunt visited South 
Vietnam to study and advise on the 
insurgency problem there. He re- 
turned to London in 1960 to attend 
the Imperial Defence College course, 
and in 1962 was posted back to Pak- 
istan as Deputy High Commission- 
er; before being appointed High 
Commissioner in Uganda in 1965. 

Roland Hunt's life was enor- 
mously enriched by his love of 
music, and he gave great pleasure 
to others as well as to himself 
through his gifted piano-playing. 
He had a close-knit family in which, 
until her death from cancer in 1989, 
he was powerfully supported by 
Pauline. She was probably more 
ambitious for him than he was for 
himself, and made no secret of her 
disappointment when his premature 
retirement deprived him of the 
knighthood he would probably oth- 
erwise have been awarded. Roland 
himself; on the other hand, had a 
deeply philosophical approach to 
events and, even after suffering a 
stroke which seriously impaired his 
speech and his piano-playing, was 
prepared to treat life's ups and 
downs with tolerant amusement. 

David Scott 

Roland Charles Colin Hunt diplo- 
mat bom London 19 March 1916; 
Deputy High Commissioner in 
the Federation of Malaya, Kuala 
Lumpur 2957-59; Assistant Secre- 
tary, Commonwealth Relations 
Office 1961; British Deputy High 
Commissioner in Pakistan 1962-65; 
CMG 1965; British High Commis- 
sioner in Uganda 1965-67; Assistant 
'Undersecretary of State, Com- 
monwealth Office/ Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office 1967-70; 
High Commissioner. Trinidad and 
Ibbago 2970-73; Director, British 
National Committee, Internation- 
al Chamber of Commerce 1973-76; 
married 2939 Pauline Garnett 
(died 1939 ; three sons, two daugh- 
ters); died Reading, Berkshire 24 
March 2999. 



A philosophical approach: Hunt, left, with ‘King Freddie', the Kabaka of Buganda, in 1965 
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Mighty Joe Young 


ALTHOUGH HE had not played much 
guitar for over 10 years - he played 
on only two tunes on his last album. 
Mighty Man (1997), and they were 
recorded before surgery on a 
pinched nerve in 1986 left his hands 
virtually powerless - Mighty Joe 
Young was still living up to his name 
as recently as last December when 
he was touring the United States 
with Buddy Guy’s Legends show. He 
had built up a strong following among 
all who appreciated his continuous 
efforts to give his blues playing and 
singing a contemporary feel 

“It's different from traditional 
bhies” he said of his last album, 
which had as much soul as blues in 
it, with its punchy horn choruses 
arranged by Gene “Daddy G” Barge 
and Wfflie Henderson, “but it is blues. 
I like a beautiful arrangement not a 
traditional sound that's the same all 
the time. I want a different sound.” 

Born in 1927 in Shreveport 
Louisiana, Young began playing in 
the early 1950s, working clubs in Mil- 
waukee and then back in his native 
Louisiana where in 1955 he first 
recorded for the Jiffy label He was 
already well known for his work with 
the harmonica-player Billy Boy 
Arnold, the guitarist Jimmy Rogers, 
and his brilliant contemporary Otis 
Rush, when in 1961 a manager added 


the “Mighty” sobriquet to his name 
for his solo albums for the little Fire 
labeL The name was borrowed from 
the 1949 cult movie about a gorilla. 
Mighty Joe Young, a remake of 
which was released just last week. 

Young is notable in blues history 
for breaking out of the South Side 
Chicago ghetto and playing to large- 
ly white audiences on the North Side, 
becoming a regular on the US and 
European festival and university 
circuits and at Chicago night-clubs. 
He played every New Year’s Eve at 
the Wise Fools dub for 12 consecu- 
tive years, and released an album 
recorded there. Live at the Wise 
Fools Pub, in 1990. His playing and 
singing was in many ways a bridge 
between the sound of the Chicago 
dues bands which had nurtured him 
in his early days, and the soul music 
that had broken through to “cross- 
over*' acceptance; his solo albums in- 
cluded Blues with a Touch of Send 
<1970), Legacy of the Blues il972». 
Chicken Heads <1974) and Mighty 
Joe Young < 1976). 

Young appeared regularly on al- 
bums by Magic Sam (Morris Holti. 
Willie Dixon, Albert King. Jimmy 
Dawkins, and Tyrone Davis <and also 
on Davis's hit single. “Can I Change 
My Mind”), but it was his playing 
with Kbko Taylor at Chicago’s first 


Grant Park Blues Festival in 1969, 
recreated on her Grammy-nominated 
d£but album Alligator six years 
Iatec which helped to establish both 
of them as contemporary blues 
artists of stature. 

Between tours, in 1986 Young 
took his band into the studio for a 
self-financed album over which he 
would have total artistic control, a 
project which took over 10 years to 
come to fruition as Mighty Man. 
After recording only three numbers 
he went into hospital for surgery on 
a pinched nerve in his neck. “That’s 
when things started to go to hell” he 
recalled later. “I went in on Septem- 
ber 3 and 1 got back out at the end 
of October. I was in rehab for a year” 

A keen amateur boxer in his early 
years, he had continued to work out 
in the gym all his life -and especially 
when he strove for 10 years to learn 
to walk again and regain his strength 
alter the operation which disabled 
him - and with his barrel chest and 
deep, throaty voice, he had an im- 
pressive stage presence which 
continued well into his 70th year. 

Karl Dallas 

"Mighty" Joe Young , guitarist and 
singer: born Shreveport, Louis- 
iana 33 September 1927: married: 
died Chicago 24 March 2999. 


Judge 

Krateros 

Ioannou 


krateros IOANNOU became a 
Judge of the European Court of Jus- 
tice in 1997 and had served for onty £ 
18 months before his sudden death M 
following an operation in NewYbrk. 

But he had, in that short time, made 
his mark as a judge of deep learning, 
real independence and impartiality 
of mind, and had passionate loyalty 
both to the court and to the aims and 
ideals of the European Union. 

The European Court of Justice, 
which sits at Luxembourg, com- 
prises a panel of 15 judges, one 
from each EU nation, assisted by ( 

nine advocates - general . The court 
decides cases referred from courts 
of the member states which require 
a ruling on the compatiblity of 
national legislation with EU law. 

Ioannou was barn in Thessaloni- 
ki "nd lived and worked there until 
his appointment to Luxembourg. He 
was called to the bar of Thessaloni- 
ki in 1963 and after taking his doc- 
torate in international law in 1971 at 
the University of Thessaloniki he & 
moved to the University of Thrace, ^ 

where he was successively a law lec- 
turer; Professor of International and 
European Community Law, Dean of 
the Law Faculty and Vioe-ChanceDoc 

He wrote extensively on interna- 
tional law and Europeanlaw; over 100 
articles have appeared in legal peri- 
odicals, and among his many books 
are An Introduction to Internation- 
al Justice (in Greek, with S. Parrakis, 

1984) mdTheVfar in the Gulf and In- 
ternational Law (Greek, 1992), as wefl 
as a number in French and Eng li sh . 

He held several visiting profes- 
sorships in the United States, and 
served as legal adviser to the Greek 
foreign minis try. In 1983 he became 
a member of the Greek delegation to 
the United Nations General Assem- 
bly. From 1989 to 1992 he was chair- 
man of the committee of experts 
charged with improving the Council 
of Europe's Human Rights Conven- 
| tion. He was also a member of 
I the Court of the Organisation for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe. 

I As a boy Ioannou had experienced 
life under a brutal occupying power 
and had lived, as a young man, 
through what he felt to be the na- £ 
tional ignominy of the dictatorship of ” 

the Colonels. It was natural that his 
deepest interest was in the field of 
human rights, about which he could 
j speak with sudden passion. . 

Without sacrificing his loyalty to 
Greece, he was acutely conscious of 
the need to find a solution to andent 
conflicts and enmities in the Balkans 
which would be acceptable in polit- 
ical but more particularly in h uman, 
terms. He still had much to contribute. 

David Edward 

Krateros Ioannou. judge: bom Thes- 
sakmiki Greece 3 June 1935; Lav? 

Lecturer. University of Thrace 1974- 
77. Professor of International and 
European Community Law 1977- 
99. Vice-ChanceOar 1 983-91: Judge cf 
tiie Court qf Justice of the European 
Communities 1997-99; married 
Katerina Floran (one stepdaugh- 
ter); died New York 10 March 2999. 
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Charles Gerhardt 


CHARLES GERHARDT would often 
remark that recording had nothing 
to do with reality it was the art of il- 
lusion. He was a master illusionist 
within the record industry, a pro- 
ducer of extraordinary ability and en- 
ergy who was probably the most 
prolific in its history. He was also a 
fine conductor and arranger who re- 
mained known only to toe record- 
buying public. 

Born in 1927 and raised in Little 
Rock. Arkansas, Gerhardt began 
piano studies at the age of five. Dur- 
ing the Second World War he served 
with the US Navy, in the Aleutians, 
off Alaska, and returned to study 
both music and engineering at 
toe University of Illin ois and the 
University of Southern California. 

He joined the RCA record label 
in 1950. at the dawn of the LP era, 
and with toe company still in its 
golden age. He worked as assistant 
engineer on sessions with Kirsten 


Flagstad, Wanda Landowska Zinka 
Milanov and Vladimir Horowitz, and 
was then seconded to the Toscani- 
ni household in Riverdale to become 
RCA’s liaison with their most im- 
portant artist Some fascinating 
taped conversations between Arturo 
Ibscanim and Gerhardt still survive. 

Gerhardt also engineered for 
some of toe major pop artists of the 
period: Mario Lanza, Eartha Kitt 
Perez Prado and the Sauter-Finegan 
Orchestra. His qualities as a future 
producer first emerged during the 
New York cast recording ot The Boy 
Friend. Overblown Broadway 
arrangements had rendered the 
show almost unrecordable when 
Gerhardt who was engineering 
Stepped in and sent most of the band 
home. He cut the scoring down to 
size, busked the rest and the 
resulting record was a triumph. 

He left RCA in the mid- Fifties to 
work for several smaller indepen- 


dent companies. When the call came 
from George Marek. head of RCA's 
classical division, he was ready to 
return as a fully fledged producer. 

The entry of the Reader's Digest 
company into the mail-order record 
business was imminent and, in as- 
sociation with RCA, an extensive cat- 
alogue of new recordings was being 
planned. Gerhardt was Marek* s 
choice to produce them. He arrived 
in Europe in 1960 to start work with 
“Wilkie” (Kenneth WHkinsonl the leg- 
endary chief recording engineer of 
RCAs then -affiliate, the British com- 
pany Decca. It was the beginning of 
a partnership that lasted through 30 
years and 4,000 recording sessions. 

The work rate in those years was 
incredible. There was a flood of em- 
ployment for London musicians; the 
first season's recording revenue alone 
was enough to ensure the survival of 
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Gerhardt’s roster of conductors 


included Barbirolli, Boult, Freccia, 
Horenstein. Kempe. Leibowitz, 
Munch, Reiner and Sargent and it 
still wasn't enough. Inevitably, he 
began to conduct himself. He had 
taken lessons in technique and was 
the recipient of invaluable advice 
from Jascha Horenstein. Now he 
began to learn on the job. 

In 1964 Gerhardt asked the vio- 
linist Sydney Sax to assemble an or- 
chestra of the highest class purely 
for recording purposes. Incorpo- 
rated in 1970 as the National Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra, it drew on the 
finest players from the vast London 
orchestral and freelance pooL It 
became Gerhardt’s orchestra of 
choice for the next three decades. 

When the imperturbable George 
Kbrngold. son of the Hollywood 
composer; arrived to share produc- 
tion responsibilities, the time had 
come for Gerhardt to embark on his 
most cherished recording project- 


the 15 volumes of Classic Film 
Scores. Meticulously prepared, and 
performed with irresistiMe panache, 
this was the first major exploration 
of the film music of Erich Komgold, 
Max Steiner. Franz Waxman. 
Bernard Hermann. Alfred Newman, 
Miklbs Rdzsa. Dimitri Tiomkin and 
John Williams. The overwhelming 
success of The Sea Hawk in 1972 led 
directly to the first recording of a Ko- 
rngold opera, Die 7b teStadt, which 
Gerhardt produced in 1975. 

Gerhardt refused all invitations to 
appear in concert He was a creature 
of the studio and he valued his pri- 
vacy. It was part of his job to make 
other musicians sound wonderful 
and he excercised his skills as 
arranger and conductor for Leon- 
tyne Price, Robert White, Julian 
.Lloyd-Webber and James Galway. 
Gerhardt's version of “Annie's 
Song", which reached No 3 in 
the British charts in 1978, estab- 


lished the latter as the best-selling 
classical artist in toe world. 

Over the years “Chuck” Ger- 
hardt had become a passionate An- 
glophile and the English had 
accepted him as one of their own. In 
1986 he made a mistake: he retired, 
and moved from the Kentish coun- 
tryside to Southern California With- 
in a year he was back at work and 
back in Kent. Finally, he returned to 
California a reluctant tax-exile in his 
own country. 

Every year he came back to record 

in London. In the digital age he had 
become a kind of splendid anomaly, 
a producer who was always out on the 
floor with the musicians; he knew that 
the essential elements of a perfor- 
mance could not be manufactured in 
the control room. He was unfailing- 
ly kind and generous with young mu- 
sicians; to know him was* to learn. 

Among bis last recordings is an 
account of Debussy’s Prelude a 
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Charles Allan Gerhc 
Producer, conductor, ai 
born Detroit. Michigan 
192/: died Redding, C 
February 



Roberts: pillar of the establish- 
ment and arsonist 


O. M. ROBERTS was the last survivor 
of a crucial event in the history of 
Welsh nationalism, the burning of 
buiiffngs at an RAF base near Caern- 
arvon in 1936. His part in it remained 
shrouded in secrecy for decades. 

The attack was intended to reg- 
ister opposition to the construction 
of an airfield in the heartlands of the 
Welsh-speaking communities of 
North TOiles. The arsonists intend- 
ed to galvanise support for the lan- 
guage, which was perceived as being 
undo 1 particular threat 

The site had been earmarked 
after the original choice. Abbotsbury 


O. M. Roberts 


in Dorset was turned down because 
of the famous swannery. The actual 
perpetrators - Saunders Lewis, then 
president of Plaid Cymru, the Rev 
Lewis Valentine, and D J. Williams, 
a Fishguard teacher - gave them- 
selves up at the local police station as 
soon as the deed was done. 

Roberts was a member of the 
back-up team equipped with wire- 
cutters and petrol used to douse 
buildings. It was never part of the 
carefully executed plan that the 
fa siq)pQrt team” should be detained: 
they woe given ample time to fade 
away before the matches were 


struck. Their role remained a secret 
until in his eighties, Roberts pub- 
lished Oddeutu'r Tan (“Concerning 
the Fire"), by which time he had be- 
come a pillar of the establishment. 

When toe three were tried at 
Caernarvon, the jury failed to reach 
a verdict. The case was transferred 
to the Old Baile;: where they again 
refused to give evidence in English 
and were each sentenced to nine 
months' imprisonment. On their re* 
turn, thousands of supporters 
turned out in Caernarvon to give 
them a hero's welcome. 

More than half a century latex; the 


contrast between the action of Lewis, 
Valentine and Williams, and the cam- 
paign by Meibion Glvndwr (“Sons of 
Glendower"), the clandestine fire- 
bombers credited with attacking 
more than 200 holiday homes in the 
1980s, who were never caught is the 
subject of continuing debate in Wales. 

Bom at JUanrug a Wbisb-speaking 
village near Caernarvon, in 1906, 
Roberts took a science degree at the 
University of Wales. Bangor. He 
then taught in schools in the East 
End of London before returning to 
teach in Llandudno and Bethesda. 

He was one of the original mem- 


bers of Plaid Cymru, founded in 1925 
^ ed , as "ce-chairman in the 
fate 1940s. In 1952 he entered poli- 
tics as a member of Conwy Council 
where he served as mayor before 
being elected to Caernarvonshire 
CounoL in 1974 it was suhsumed into 
Authority, which he 

chaired in 1985/86. He retired in 1989. 

Although a long-time member of 
PtadQrmra. Roberts aiwavs con- 
tested elections as an Independent 

-a stance not uncommon foS , hf . „„ 

Wales. His reason was simptefa! iS? * Iorris 
^l he , wa - s not susceptiblefri the t,orn 

party whip system. e WMUtroie 28 Mar 

Caernarvon 25 Fefc 
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Crepe a u addressing the French National Assembly on 10 February. He collapsed there with a heart attack last week 


Michel Crepeau 


ON THE alter noon of 23 March, Michel 
Crepeau rose to his feet in the French 
National Assembly and put a question 
to the Minister for Economic Affairs. All 
the other deputies waited expectantly- 
Crepeau was famous for his questions. 
With his nasal but strong voice, his long 
sentences filled with pointed subordi- 
nate clauses and his constant air of 
banter, he invariably caused laughter 
amongst the many and indignation 
amongst a targeted few. 

This time he advised the minister not 
to reduce the interest rates on certain 
savings accounts and not to leave de- 
cisions on these matters to technocrats 
because they affected small savers. He 
accompanied this advice with a remark 
about the remarkable way in which 
money had circulated in the days of Pres- 
ident Mitterrand, and this, coming from 
a supporter of the socialist government 
caused hilarity amongst the opposition. 

But when Crepeau had finished his 
question, as he sat down, he collapsed. 
He had suffered a severe heart attack. 
With the television cameras still work- 
ing. amidst scenes of great confusion, 
he was given emergency treatment bv 
those politicians present who were 
qualified doctors before being taken 
to the Cochin hospital. It was there that 
he died on 30 March. 

At the time of his death. Crepeau was 
the leader of the group calling itself 
Radical. Citizen and Green, a small 
collection of deputies representing left- 
wing radicals, the Citizens’ Socialist 
party and certain of the ecologists. 
Deputy for La Rochelle, he had 
been elected as a left-wing radical 
• Mmrvemenl des Radicaux de Gauche >. 

In one sense. Crepeau was an "an- 
cier" in French politics. He always saw 
himself as a Radical in the tradition of 


the party that dominated the Third Re- 
public after 1901. His model was 
Edouard Herriot who had been “the 
Republic in person". He came from the 
south-west, which had always been a 
Radical stronghold; he was a lawyer by 
profession; and. most important of all, 
he had a local power-base, having been 
mayor of La Rochelle far nearly 30 years. 

But he was also a "modeme". He had 
supported Pierre Mendes France in his 
attempts to make the Radical party 
more conscious of the changing world 
around them. He quarrelled with Jean- 
Jacques Servan-Schreiber when he 
was leading the party in 1971, accusing 
him of “neo-Gauflism" and of a liking far 


matic socialist ideas thrust down their 
throats, they did not want a Jacobian 
state where everything was decided in 
Paris and they did not believe that the 
population of France should be treated 
as if they were one identical mass. 

Crepeau, in this Radical tradition, be- 
lieved in the presentation of local in-, 
terests, in gradual change, in a secular 
humanism that would promote the wel- 
fare o f ordinary families. He wanted de- 
centralisation and he feared the 
machinations of multi-national compa- 
nies as much as he feared regulation 
from Brussels. 

Therefore m the presidential elections 
of 1981 he announced that he was a can - 


Crepeau was both anden and modeme. In 
the Radical tradition , he believed in.the 
presentation of local interests , in gradual 
change , in a secular humanism 


hard-minded capitalism. He was de- 
termined that the Left should come to 
power and in 1972 he was co-founder of 
the Left Wing Radical group (with 
Robert Fhbre. a pharmacist from the 
Aveyron department! and he was one 
of the strong supporters of the Joint Pro- 
gramme that was agreed between Com- 
munists. Socialists and Radicals to fight 
elections. He replaced Fhbre in 1978 when 
Fab re quarrelled with the Communists. 

But Crepeau did not believe that the 
left-wing Radicals should simply become 
Socialists. He claimed that the popula- 
tion living in the small provincial towns 
did not want (his. They did not want dog- 


didate. In this way be would preserve the 
identity of his party. In the first ballot he 
got22percentof the votes cast He then 
announced that he supported Franc ois 
Mitterrand far the second ballot In this 
way he maintained the existence of a 
“special relationship*' between his 
Radicals and the triumphant Socialists. 

He personalty got his reward. He be- 
came Minister for the Environment in 
the first government of the new regime, 
which was a recognition of the interest 
that he had shown in ecological mea- 
sures since he had become mayor of La 
Rochelle in 1979. There he had been the 
pioneer of roads that were for pedes- 


trians onty and erf special motorless days 
in the town. He had some 400 bicycles 
specialty painted and put at the dispo- 
sition of the townsfolk (his enemies were 
able to say that many of them mysteri- 
ously disappeared). He experimented 
with heating by sunlight and he creat- 
ed a nucleus of lorries, cars and motor- 
bikes powered by electricity. 

As mayor erf La Rochelle he had to 
deal with the economic crisis arising 
from the closure of the naval ship- 
building yards. His policy was mainty to 
attract tourists. Since the French navy 
no longer commissioned new ships, 
Crepeau started on a 10-year project to 
build an 18th-century boat, a repro- 
duction of the Hermione which took 
Lafayette to America. He also had as a 
firm line trfpoiky to prevent La Rochelle 
from growing too big. He sought always 
to co-operate with the other towns of the 
region, such as Poitiers, Angoufame and 
Niort Only in his- determination to 
have a university in La Rochelle has 
friction occurred with Poitiers. 

Crepeau had other ministerial posts 
under Mitterrand, but was dropped 
after 1988. He disapproved of Mitter- 
rand's support for the doubtful person- 
age of Bernard Tapie as Minister in 
charge of towns. In 1995 he hit the head- 
lines with a municipal order forbidding 
any begging in La Rochelle. 

As was always the case with Michel 
Crepeau, this order received great sup- 
port and was immediately initiated by 
mayors in other towns of the south OEfeu, 
T&rbes, Perpignan, Valence). But it also 
aroused widespread condemnation. 

DOUGLAS JOHNSON 



Cultural Notes 

JONATHAN DOLLIMORE 


Without death, there 
would be nothing 


AFP 


TO BE modern is to turn 
away from death. Or so 
we’re told by those like 
Philippe Aries, the eminent 
historian of death. In the 
most industrialised, urban- 
ised, and technologically 
advanced areas of the West- 
ern world, says Aries, “soci- 
ety has banished death . . 
Everything in town goes on 
as if nobody died any more.'’ 
Like most advocates of this 
view, Aries believed that in 
earlier times people had a 
healthier attitude to death: 
they accepted it as part of the 
natural order Death to them 
was “tame”, whereas for us 
it has become so traumatic 
as to be in need of denial 
But the thinkers and art- 
ists of the past apd the pre- 
sent suggest a different story. 
be it in visual arts, literature 
or philosophy they ten us 
that death has never been 
tame in Western culture and 
the more traumatic it has be- 
come, the more profoundly 
they have contemplated it Al- 
ttoughyoudont get this from 
Shakespeare in Love (a film 
which gives superficiality a 
bad name), the world's great- 
est dramatist like most of his 
i mag i nati ve contemporaries, 
was obsessed with death. 
And this wasn’t just the com- 
fortable melancholy otcarpe 
diem -live far the day-it was 
also the grimmer preoccu- 
pation with how death, and its 
medium, time, disintegrate 
everything into oblivion. 

The truth of things 
seemed to lie in their decay 
and dissolution, in their ceas- 


ing to be. Think of Hamlet at 

the graveside, holding the 
still rotting (and stinking) 
skull of 'Shriek. Less well 
known but no less compelling 
are those Renaissance illus- 
trations of rotting corpses 
(called “transi”); sometimes 
they are shown being active- 
ly decomposed by worms 
(they even had a word for it: 
“vermiculation"). Maqy at 
this time made the perverse. 

■ imaginative leap whereby the 

real energy of the universe 
seemingtyresided not in the 
generative life force, but the 
disintegrating potency of 
drath For many today this 
seems morbid, pathological 
and even morally offensive. 
And yet this preoccupation 
with death was integral to the 
Renaissance, arguably the 
greatest period of intellectu- 
al and aesthetic production 
the Wiest has seen. 

In some respects the mod- 
em period has rediscovered 
this older way of thinking 
and feeling about death. 
Philosophicalty; aesthetically 
and erotically, the merciless 
immanence of death was (hs- 
cerned by some of the most 
influential thinkers from the 
later 19th century through 
into the 20th. They include 
“contra entaT philosophers 
JSks Schopenhauer; Nietzsche, 
Heidegger Ba table and 
Kqeve. And, of course, Freud. 

About six months into the 
first World Waq Freud pre- 
dicted that this conflict would 
revive an older attitude to 
death; from now on he 
warned, “if you want to en- 


dure life, prepare yourself 
for death". Freud went on to 
disturb many with theory 
of the death drive which said, 
in brief, that “the aim of ail 
life is death". This too was 
a revival of an older idea, 
one well understood in the 
Renaissance. 

All this is of course alien to 
. the analytic tradition of phi- 
losophy which mostly avoids 
such existential reflection; 
one recalls the analytic 
philosopher who, asked the 
meaning of life, never got 
beyond a consideration of 
the meaning of the word 
life". But it is a way of think- 
ing hugety influential for the 
artist we need only recall the 
profound influence Schopen- 
hauer’s views of death bad on 
Wagner’s Tristan. This - in 
jhis own words - is what the 
musician “took" from the 
philosopher “the genuine 
ardent longing for death, for 
absolute unconsciousness, 
total non-existence”. 

Without death there would 
be no philosophy. So said 
Schopenhauer, Montaigne 
and many others back to the 
Ancient World. We should add 
that without death there 
would be no art, certainty not 
as we think of it Fbr more than 
two millennia some artists 
and philosophers have gone 
even farther and embraced 
the ultimate paradox: without 
death, which destroys every- 
thing there would be nothing. 

Jonathan DoUimore is the 
author of 'Death. Desire 
and Loss' (Penguin. £9.99) 


Michel Crepeau, lawyer and politician: 
born FbnUnwyJe-Comte, France 30 
October 1930; died Paris 30 ManA 1999. 
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WARREN: Dr C.B.M. Warren, 
widower of the late IHirolhy, died 
jw.ucrlully at Bings Hall Resi- 
dential Home on 30 March 19S9. 
aced R! rears His funeral will 
be held at the Parish Church. 
FeMed. Essex, on Friday 16 
April at 12 noon. Enquiries 
regarding flowers or donations, 
please contact Daniel Robinson 
u Sons Ltd. Hosiers Lane. Gt 
Dunmnw. Essex CMS IXS. Tele- 
nhnne rtloTI 8T4J18. 
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Birthdays 

Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, 
First Sea Lord and Chief of 
Naval Staff. 58; Sir Jack 
Brabham, racing driver. 73; 
Sir Graham Bright, former 
MR 57: Mr Unford Christie, 
athlete. 39; Mr Richard 
Coilingc. cricketer, 53; Air 
Marshal Sir Geoffrey 
Dhcnin, 81; Sir Richard 
Dobbs, former Lord- 
Lieutenant of Co Antrim. 80; 
Sir Christopher France, for- 
mer senior civil servant, 65; 
Mr George MacDonald 
Fraser, writer and journalist, 
74: Mr Paul Gambaccini, 
disc jockey. 50; Miss Cather- 
ine Gaskin, romantic novel- 
ist. 70: Mrs Myra Green, 
director of the East Euro- 
pean Partnership. VSO, 61; 
Mr Raymond Gubbay, 
concert promoter. 53: Sir 
Alec Guinness, actor, 85; 

The Right Rev Richard 
Hawkins, Suffragan Bishop 
of Crediton, 60; Mr Barry 
Hills, racehorse trainer, 62; 
Sir Ian Hunter, impresario, 
80; Miss Penelope Keith, 
actress. 59: Sir Peter Mid- 
dleton, a deputy chairman. 
BZW Banking Divsion, Bar- 


days Bank, 65; Mqj-Gen 
Christopher Popham, 72; 
Mr Michael Rizzello, sculp- 
tor and coin designer, 73; Sir 
Denis Hooke, former chair- 
man, British Gas, 75; Dr 
John Skone, past President, 
Sodety of Public Health, 75; 
Miss Sue Townsend, 
writer, 53; Mr Denis Tuoby, 
broadcaster, 62. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Charlemagne 
(Charles I, Carolus Magnus) 
King of the Franks and 
Emperor of the West, 742; 
Hans Christian Andersen, 
writer; 1805; William Holman 
Hunt, Pre-Raphaelite 
painter; 1827; Emile- Edouard 
Charies-Antoine Zola, novel- 
ist, 1840; Sir Neville Cardus. 
cricket and music writer, 
1889. Deaths: Samuel Finley 
Breese Morse, inventor. 1872; 
Cecil Scott Fbrester, novelist, 
1966; Georges-Jean Ray- 
mond Pompidou, President 
of FYance, 1974. On this day: 
the Royal Sodety was grant- 
ed its Charter. 1663; the 
Oxford and Cambridge Boat 
Race was first broadcast. 


1927; Argentina invaded the 
Falkland Islands, 1982. 
Today is Good Friday and 
the Feast Day of Saints 
Apphian and Theodosia, St 
Francis of Paola, St John 
Phyne, St Mary of Egypt, St 
Nicetius or Nizier of Lyons 
and St Zosimus. 


Synagogue 

Services 

Details of synagogue ser- 
vices to be held tomorrow 
may be obtained by telephon- 
ing the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 7.17pm. 

l/oi led Synagogues: 0181-342 
3989. Federation of Synagogues: 
0181-202 2263. Union <rf Liberal 
and P r ogressive Synagogues: 
0171-580 1663. Reform Syna- 
gogues of Great Britain: 0181- 
349 4731. Spanish and 
Portuguese Jews Congregation: 
0171-289 2573. New London Syn- 
agogue (Masordl: 0X71-328 1026. 


Lectures 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Grace Lees, 
“Women Designers in the 
20th Century", 2pm. 


Queen's Counsel 

The Queen has approved the 
appointment of the following 
as Queen's Counsel: 

Darid Ion HraJop TVzadc Anthony Martin 
ftrties; Hairy Qro Grmnrakfc Frank Ftaig 

Pubml; David Ebnwrth Bettfamin Waters 

Oweo Rudd Davies: Susanna ftatrlda 

FittGcrald; Patrick Anthony Thoami 

Robert wyiiaui Soroerrilk- Jucte* Ray- 

mond WiffitOTwi rt fa; Ariricnac May ftigg 
Anlbaqy Patrick Rnssdh EHzabetb-Anne 

Cumbdj Nlfid Hubert Wwlf Lambert; 


Corbett; Charts AmbOfy Fmfcnrk 

Howard, David Ucpd Jcocr. Richard Lem 

. Uorta; James Ateander Doufilas Wbod. 

Alan David Conrad: Michael Hot Wmd; 
Nigel Douglas Jones; Ctnxrtopher Ambon? 
Knctu Kdad Ian ifeajnifc Jeremy V|n- 
cent Cousins; Bowanl TOfiam Arthur 
Palmer: Brian CB*e toner; Claries AnU» 
ny HaddofrCntt Charles Stamm H oHen d er. 

David Ralph Lewis; UJdud Philip Hotmea 

Pooics; Christopher John Oi w uw wfr 

Anthony Jams* Leasnd; Gerard fYanriB 

McDermott Robin 

Phnw® Brmfirr, Pbffip 
Stephen Robert AnktW 
Dorics; Madinas John KeHr, David Nahum 

Berkley, Robin Prank HoffingUm: Jovtnj 

Bossed Baker: Eteancr Warwick Hoaikaii; 

EBrabeth Ami Hunfe Hebei George Has- 

* 2 l Pan! James Walker Stephen Roger 

Wihfciooit FMip Nidiate lteSUifi 
Eksnor Wnmia Bfeabcth Sharp**: 

Andrew John Simmon*; Peter Drawn 

Wght Anesta CSendoM Keefes: Isa 
Alexandre MU; Mtefaad John Bortfe Babin 
SI John Knpwfts; Jonathan Hietanl 
McManus; Ctareacpha- Andrew Hut 

KMjmreB: JCafton Huy ThiHwan;l>Wl 

Antony Darfing Nicholas Justin 




Bnataraire; Bodge Hi 
Graham Seha£ Mark Rul FUDips: 

David William Knrioch Andsiaan: Stephen 
Uornrijr. Brian Ernest Doctor, Marie . 
Gerard Clough- 

Boaufa onane Brian Bach? Cleave 
Professor Donald Nel KaeConnk*: Sr 
Leon Ba dzia ra j cg- 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor. The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171*293 201 1) or Fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


THE BILLY Connolly joke is 
well known. Thomas turns up 
late for the Last Supper, and 
is met by a very merry Peter: 
Peering round the door; 
Thomas sees that the disciples 
have all been tucking into 
takeaways and lager "Thomas, 
I’ve got some bad news and 
some good news," says Peter 
"The bad news is that Jesus has 
been arrested. The good news 
is that Judas has come into 
some monqy.” 

I like the joke, because it 
goes against the grain. Judas 
generally gets a bad press, 
both in the New Testament 
and beyond. In Christian tra- 
dition the name Judas Iscariot 
is synonymous with betrayal. In 
Dante’s Inferno Judas belongs 
in the inner ring of Hell along 
with Cassius and Brutus, the 
Great Traitors. A nasty beast 
gnaws on .them for eternity, 
even as they live. 

And yet the New Testament 
tells us very little about Judas. 
It onty hints. Perhaps he was 
thief? Or a disillusioned politi- 
cal zealot? Maybe a “double 
agent", in hock to Caiaphas? 
One modern writer suggests 
that Jesus is “betrayed some- 
where in the lost childhood of 
Judas". It wasn't his fault - 
blame his parents. 

Poor old Judas. The Gospel 
writers all agree he is sick and 
evil, and appear to give us at 
least three possibilities as to 
why: he was in it for the money; 
he was politically disaffected; 
on be was possessed by the 
DeviL Of course these are not 
in themselves competitive the- 
ories about Judas’s betrayal; 
they may in fact turn out to 
be complementary 
The point is that when a 
gross and evil act is committed, 
even the gospel writers are 
not above the language of 
blame and scapegoating. In 
shifting the responsibility- all 
too easily from a tragic and 
suicidal human individual on to 
an evil and cosmic dimension 
- in which Satan appears 
to triumph over God, the 
Evangelism miss a trick 
Judas is part of a problem- 
atic economy in die Gospels: 
those who are vilified by the 
Evangelists. The problem, 
ironically, readies its peak in 
HotyTOek. It began on Sunday 


with the dramatic reading of 
the Passion Narratives. Con- 
gregations are reminded that 
it was the Jews who called far 
Jesus to be crucified: “Let his 
blood be upon us, and our 
children's children. " 

The readings leave us in 
□o doubt that the blame for 
Jesus’s death rests mostly with 
a Jewish crowd, baying for 
blood. Judas is at the end of this 
narrative, the arch-betrayer 
and instrument of Satan Greed 
and disenchantment get the 
better of him. The Romans, 
strangely, are just Gentiles 
going about their job; Jesus’s 
execution isn’t their fault Or 
ours, fbr that matter. 


ARGUMENTS 

FOR 

EASTER 

MARTYN PERCY 

Poor Judas. 

The tendency to 
lay the blame for the 
sin of the world at 
the feet of one man 
is not restricted to 
Gospel writers. 
Look around 


The anti-Semitic tone to 
some of the Passion narratives 
makes many Christians squirm 
today And so does the treat- 
ment of Judas at the hands of 
the Gospel writers. Laying fuD 
blame at the feet of one race 
or <me man seems crude, sim- 
plistic and even primitive. Isn't 
running away just as much a 
betrayal? Surety the Gospels 
say we are afl implicated in 
the death of Jesus? Yet those 
crude instincts reflected in the 
Gospels live on today. One per- 
son to blame is convenient and 
neat; it lets us off the book. The 
suicide of Judas just confirms 
the notion that be was always 
unreliable; one bad apple 
spoiling the barrel 
Judas is, in reality, the 
shadow of Jesus in Holy 
Wfeek. He too can cry “RasJve 


them, for they know not what 
thqy do.” He is despised and 
rejected, a man acquainted 
with grief He gets mixed up 
in the politics and passion of 
the time. Like his master he 
will die, hanging from a tree. 
He ends with no hope or secu- 
rity; like Jesus, he is misun- 
derstood. his ambitions turned 
to ashes. 

A few years ago. the artist 
Laurence Whistler created a 
set of 13 engraved-glass win- 
dows for a church in Dorset, 
picturing the 12 disciples, with 
the 13th being for Christ. It 
was the 12 th of these windows, 
featuring Judas's salvation, 
that was the subject of much 
controversy, because the parish 
rejected it The church clearly 
felt Judas belonged in HelL 
with Cassius, Brutus and their 
other treacherous friends; but 
Whistlex; the artist drew on 
other Christian traditions. 

Julian of Norwich, in one of 
her “Shewings", went to hell 
and found no one there, “not 
even a Jew”. Catherine of Siena 
would not go to Heaven if she 
thought there was “a single soul 
in Hell". Origen, Clement of 
Alexandria and Gregory of 
Nyssa thought that Hell might 
not be forever “All intelligent 
beings will in the end be 
saved ... to share in the grace 
of salvation.” 

Laurence Whistler's con- 
troversial engraved window 
was nicknamed “the forgive- 
ness window”, for it showed 
Judas with a rope around his 
neck being pulled into heaven. 
As he did so, the coins (blood 
money) fell from his bands and 
became petals and blossoming 
flowers on the ground. This is 
the very inversion of Dante's 
vision of what befell Judas, 
and, of course, it ties in with 
another rather nice modern 
myth about Judas. 

Noting that on Good Friday 
and after the death of Jesus, ail 
the disciples dispersed and ran 
away, one modern writer asks 
where we might find Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, on this very 
afternoon? Why. of course, she 
suggests, round at Judas's 
house-comforting his mother. 

Martyn Percy is Director of 
the Lincoln Theological Insti- 
tute, at Sheffield University 
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WHEN JOE was upset, he threw 
chairs around the classroom. “He 
would just go up to children and 
punch them in the stomach,” recalls 
his teacher. Paul was nearby. “He 
would never sit down. He would rip 
up other children's work. He would 
run off whenever he could. He was 
also smelly, so other children made 
fun of him. Basically, I had two mad 
children to deal with,'’ 

These were just two eight-year- 
olds in a London junior school 
among 28 others in whom this 
teacher tried to instil the basics. She 
has given up teaching now. She be- 
came so depressed at having to 
struggle to maintain order, never 
mind teach, and disillusioned that 
she could do so little for Joe or Raul 

“It was believed that Joe had been 
sexually abused in strange circum- 
stances.” she recalls. “IBs mother 
was into black magic. Paul's mother 
was a drug addict in and out of 
prison. There was a suspicion that 
his stepfather had been abusing 
him. I finally got both of them “state- 
mented" which meant that they 
would get some external expert 
help. By that time they had already 
been in the school for four years." 1 

Such tales of hellish classes are 
increasingly common, in both junior 
and secondary schools. This week 
they have been much discussed at 
the various teachers’ conferences 
during the Easter holidays. The 
whole country seems to be affected. 

In Cleveland one class has been 
banned from playing football against 
other schools, after throwing stones 
at their opponents. In Newcastle, a 
pupil aimed a firework at a teachers 


can just missing hen hi Nottingham, 
a teacher recalls an incident that 
was particularly dangerous fora col- 
league. “He was doing supply, filling 
in for the day at a secondary school 
He asked the class to do their work 
and every other word from than was 
a swear word. Tm not effing doing 
that,’ they said. So there was no way 
he was going to get any work out of 
them. At the end of the day, he asked 
them to put their chairs on then- 
desks for the cleaners. Next thing, 
he found all the desks had been 
pushed forward and all the chairs 
collapsed around him. He could 
have been badly injured." 

These stories are not confined to 


pline. It is a problem that really 
makes me question whether I 
should stay on as a teacher." 

The most surprising aspect of the 
problem is the number of children 
who are disruptive at junior level yet 
their cases receive little special at- 
tention. Here, a teacher speaks of 
’ her probationary year at a junior 
school in Suffolk. “I had one little boy 
who would sit under the table biting 
children's legs. It took a long time 
to get him under control. Another 
boy would sit In the corner; malting 
high-pitched noises. Another was an 
obsessive compulsive, who insisted 
on opening and shutting the door 
and would occasionally get very 


knew. I counselled the child in ray 
break times and after school but 
there are so many children needing 
this type of help, you cannot afford 
to do it for long. In the same class, 
one pupfl beat his own hands so hard 
into the wall that they bled. 

“It took me two years to get this 
class properly under control. Bui 
after Ileft everything fell to pieces. 
It was either because the new teach- 
ers did not have the control skills, 
or because there was not enough 
professional support." 

There are solutions both in terms 
of better discipline and expert psych- 
ological support. Many London 
teachers, for example, sing the 


‘The problem children needed one-to-one teaching and access to a 
psychologist . They did not get that help, so the whole class suffered ' 


difficult inner dty areas. Jon Payne, 
a former dvil servant has spent the 
past year working as a supply Eng- 
lish teacher in affluent parts of 
Berkshire and Hampshire. “I came 
across a complete lack of respect fbr 
you as an indhriduaL I had worked 
in the independent sector; where it 
was posable to teach rather than 
simply maintain order: I had also 
taught in the poorer parts of Hartle- 
pool where you might expect there 
to be problems. Yet even though 
those areas were depressed, child- 
ren seemed better behaved. In the 
past year; though, I have noticed an 
incredible deterioration in stan- 
dards and general lack of disd- 


angry and punch people. 

“This was a mainstream class of 
■eight- and nine-year-olds. They 
needed much more input than I 
could offer. They needed one-to- 
one teaching and access to a psych- 
ologist but they did not get that help, 
so the whole class suffered.” 

An inner London teacher; who has 
also dropped out, speaks of her dis- 
tress at needy younger children 
missing out on the skilled support 
they require: “One child threw 
chairs around the class. I discovered 
that his parents' marriage had split 
up, but they were still living near 
each other and the father was very 
violent It was the onty behaviour he 


praises of the Thvistock Clinic, which 
specialises in child psychotherapy. 
“An expert can assess a child and 
then go back to the teacher and 
expiate the root of the problems and 
how best to approach the child But 
it is so hard to get a referral," says 
one London teacher A governor of 
a London junior school explains: “We 
really value help Grom the Tavistock, 
but ata time when our numbers are 

doubling, we have had to halve the 
budget for such services." 

Getting help, even if there is 
money, can also be painfully slow. “A 
large Be of documentation is usually 
required which means that a prob- 
lem is often very advanced before 


anything is done." explains the for- 
mer head of modern languages at a 
London comprehensive. “I know of 
a student who is a Zairean refugee. 
She witnessed a third of her family 
being shot She has had no grief 
counselling She is very insecure 
having arrived in Britain under the 
label 'asylum seeker'. She has had 
nothing done for her. She is in class 
and in truth, she is off her head” 

The problems will not be solved, 
solely by psychological support. All 
of these teachers spoke of failure at 
the top of schools to implement co- 
herenl well-structured disciplinary 
procedures. They talked of feeling 
abandoned by headteachers and 
senior staff when dealing with dis- 
ruptive pupils. so that in the end ex- 
pulsion was the only option. They 
commented on how different life 
could be, highlighting schools with 
strong heads, where good support 
from year heads and form tutors has 
nipped many problems in the bud. 

“It is very demoralising and dis- 
tressing." says the former head of 
modem languages. “I remember a 
girl throwing a box of books a gainst 
a wall and having to warn the 
others to duck. They could have been 
seriously injured. The girl was 
eventually permanently excluded. 
We discovered she had been abused. 
However; by the time she was ex- 
cluded, the mental scarring was so 
deep, she could not function in a 
school. No one picked her problems 
up. No one wanted to pick them up. 
These days, we have not got time." 

Names have been changed to 
disguise identities 


Violent children often - 

vioient hotnes Paul Masse 
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If a man strikes you, you should turn the other cheek, says the Bible. But if your assa ilant is one of the athletic | — 

known as the Power Team, it might be better to run away. They’re spiritual, but they are also large . By P — 


Fridge-freezers for Jesus 


J ames Henderson is the 
largest man I have ever 
met He is 6ft 5 in and 
weighs 3901b, but those 
statistics cannot do jus- 
tice to his extreme gto- 
onnousness. He is a 
fridge-freezer with skin. He is so big 
in fact that I cannot speak. The man 
has just flown in from Texas. He is 
jet-lagged. He has bothered to come 
all the way to Hackney in east Lon- 
don to tell me what it is like to be a 
Muscleman for God. He has also 
promised to break a few concrete 
blocks. I should be talking to him 
about his life, his work, his story. In- 
stead I am staring at his neck. 

It is a tree trunk. James is say- 
ing something about God when I 
interrupt. “So how big is your neck?" 
I ask. His gold tooth flashes. 


“TWenty-three inches.” I stare at him 
some more. Tb fill the silence, James 
volunteers the feet that he has to 
have his clothes tailor-made. I look 
at his black tracksuit and wonder if 
he always has to wear stretchy 
materiaL Then I wonder who sat 
next to this guy in the plane all the 
way from Itexas. Then I ask whether 
he has ever met anyone who was so 
big. “Well I met myself this morning 
when I woke up,” be says rather gen- 
tly. I do not want to make this man 
angry. It is time to snap out of it 
This is easier said than done 
when you are at the Kmgsway Inter- 
national Christian Centre. This is 
one of the fastest-growing churches 
in Britain and it is located in what 
used to be a warehouse, next to the 
dog track, on an industrial estate in 
Hackney. There isrno steeple here. 


or stained glass, or pews. Instead 
there are 4,000 orange plastic chairs 
and a PA system that seems to play 
the New Testament on a continuous 
loop. Hie church’s motto is “Rais- 
ing Champions, fulfilling Dreams!”, 
and it publishes a magazine called 
Winning Ways. On the first page 
there is an article called “ten Things 
Single Women Should Not Do". 
TTiese include “Don't Get Fbolishly 
Passionate” and “Don't Get Into 
Foolish Submission". 

James, plus some 25 other mem- 
bers of the Power Team, are pro- 
viding the Easter entertainment 
here this year. It is a Biceps for 
Christ tend of show, with the men 
blowing up hot-water bottles, snap- 
ping baseball bats, breaking walls of 
concrete, bentfing steel bars and ra- 
ping up phone books. In between vio- 


lent outbursts, they talk about the 
Lord. The whole thing is a bit like 
evangelical wrestling. On Monday 
there is a special show with a mass 
baptism. A pool has been rented and 
at least 400 are expected to get wet 
There are two kinds of Ameri- 
cans: polite ones and rude ones. 
James Henderson and his fellow 
Rawer lUam member; Jeff Neal are 
in the first category. In fact they may 
be founding members of the first cat- 
egory. They call me “ma’am” quite 
a few times before we even sit down 
in the orange chairs for a dial Be- 
hind us, on the dais, some wavy con- 
crete blocks are stacked up, ready 
for demolition. The Power Team 
manager wants to know whether 
James is going to split them with 
forearm, elbow or hand. U is decid- 
ed that this one is for the elbow. I am 


told that one Power Team member 
has perfected the art of breaking 
blocks of ice with his head. 

James introduces me to Jeff 
Neal Man of Steel. He is relatively 
tiny, at 6ft 2to and 3351b. He was 
brought up a Christian, but found his 
own particular (fivine moment at age 
IS. Since then he has been “walking 
with the Lord". Both he and James 
talk in an evangelical kind of way. 
When something important has 
happened in their lives, it has been 
“divine intervention". They say that 
the Lord always picks you up when 
you are down. They say that they are 
in the Power Team as a way of get- 
ting our attention, and then they 
make a bid to save our souls. 

I ask about drugs. It is the obvi- 
ous question in the circumstances. 
Jeff used to play professional Amer- 


ican footbalL He is a champion 
weight-liften James is the four- 
times World Heavyweight Lifetime- 
Drug-Free Power-Lifting Champion. 
Just try getting that on a name 
badge. But, really, what about 
drugs? “No! And I never have. My 
strength is enhanced naturally,” in- 
sists James. Is he sure? “Well, I’ve 
drunk a couple of beers in my life," 
he says. “That was before the Lord," 
says Jeff '‘You don’t drink at all now." 

They advise me how to blow up 
a hot-water bottle, and then James 
stands up and walks stiffly towards 
the stacked concrete. I ask why he 
is limping. He says that he has 
come all the way from Texas and is 

stiff I ask him if I am ir ritating him 

He says that he cannot be irritated 
and taps my arm in a sort of a power 
josh. (Later, I check for bruises.) 


James says crashing through 
bricks is all about technique, not 
strength. “You need consistent 
drive,” he says. He stands behind the 
bricks and says “Pray for me." I 
think this may have been a joke. 
Then there is a blur, a thud and a 
crash. The pulpit area is Uttered in 
concrete. The team manager tells 
me that it is far more impressive 
when the concrete is on fire. I 
pause. How does that happen ex- 
actly? Divine intervention? Nope, he 
says - lighter fueL 

The Power Ibcan appears at 6.30pm 
every night until Monday 5 April, 
at the Kingsway International 
Christian Centre, 57 Waterden 
Road. Hackney. Free bus service 
from Hackney Tbum Hall and Strat- 
ford. The hotline is on Oisi-525 0000 


‘I had two mad children to deal with’ 

Disruptive behaviour in the classroom is on the rise - and starting ever earlier. Many teachers are throwing in the towel. By Jack O’Sullivan 
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Can a laboratoiy in York halt the march of the tiny pests that cause £100m worth of damage every year? By Simon Hadlington 

The Day of the Aphids 




A ngela Douglas is 
not iDce the rest of 
us. When she ex- 
amines the under- 
side of the leaves of 
her broad beans 
and discovers a 
teeming population of tiny aphids, 
she does not look aghast and in- 
stinctively reach for the insecticide 
gun. On die contrary, these aphids 
are being encouraged to thrive, 
because the broad beans are not in 
Dr Douglas's vegetable plot they are 
being grown under carefully 
controlled conditions in a laboratory 
at the University of York. 

Dr Douglas is leading a research 
team that is asking some funda- 
mental questions about aphid 
biology: And the answers that are 
being unearthed could present new 
ways of tackling this major pest - 
which is not only the scourge of the 
gardener, but also causes an esti- 
mated £lQ0m of damage to 
commercial crops each year in the 
UK. The aphid is simply Britain's 
most economically destructive 
insect pest 

There are around 4.400 species of 
aphid worldwide, although the vast 
majority are in fact innocuous. In this 
country' there is a handful of species 
which are a nuisance, and these 
become a problem to gardeners 
and farmers througbout the 
summer, horn May onwards. Aphids 
damage plants first by feeding on the 
plant's sap and thereby taking away 
its nutrients, and secondly by trans- 
mitting viruses that attack plants. 

Aphids feed on nutrients that 
travel around the plant in vessels 
called sieve-tubes. The aphid inserts 
specialised needle-like mouthparts 
- stylets - into the plant and plugs 
into’n sieve-tube. Once in place, the 
aphid can remain for several days, 
imbibing the plant sap at its leisure. 

For the York biologists it is at this 
point that things get interesting. 
Plant sap is nutritionally poor, 
consisting mainly of sucrose, a few 
amino adds and a small handful of 
minerals. In particular, the sap is 
deficient in the so-called essential 
amino adds. Amino adds are the 
building blocks of proteins, which 
form the machinery of every living 
cell. There are 20 amino adds; 
animals can synthesise 11 of them 
from raw ingredients. However, the 
remaining nine, the essential amino 
adds, cannot be synthesised: they 
must be obtained intact from 
another source. 

Clearly, on its own, plant sap - the 



There are around 4.400 species of aphid worldwide, but in Britain the few harmful species manage to wreak havoc in gardens and fields Planet Earth Pictures 


entomological equivalent of junk 
food - is insufficient to sustain an 
aphid. Nevertheless, it is all that the 
aphid eats. So the question is: how 
does the aphid make up for the sap’s 
lack of essential amino adds? 

Dr Douglas believes she knows 
the answer And the key is this: when 
you kill an aphid you kill not just one 
organism but millions - because 
every spedes of aphid known has 
about 10 million bacteria crammed 
inside its body cavity. 

These bacteria belong to the 
genus Buchnera. They are about 
two -thousandths of a millimetre 
across, are spherically shaped and 
cannot survive for any length of time 
outside the insect's body. They live 


inside relatively large cells of the 
aphid, called mycetocytes. A single 
mycetocyte may contain several 
thousand bacteria, each surround- 
ed by a cell membrane. The myce- 
tocytes are packed tightly into the 
insect's body cavity. 

Remarkably, the bacteria are 
passed on from mother to offspring. 
Most female aphids reproduce 
parthenogeneticaDy - that is, the 
eggs are not fertilised by males. As 
the egg develops within the mature 
female, bacteria are expelled from 
the mycetocyte cells by a process 
called exocytosis. They then migrate 
to foe nearby egg cell where tbqy are 
enveloped, or "endocytosed". In this 
way, each egg cell receives about 100 


bacteria from the mother. So each 
aphid offspring emerges into the 
world ready-equipped with its own 
population of bacteria. 

“Here at York we have been 
trying to establish whether the bac- 
teria are important to the aphids’ 
survival," says Dr Douglas. “And if 
they are, what role do they play?” 

The first step was to eliminate the 
bacteria and see what happened to 
the adult aphids. *Tb do this we fed 
aphids with antibiotics the moment 
they were born," says Dr Douglas. 
“Ry examining the aphids under the 
microscope and testing them for the 
presence of bacterial DNA, we were 
satisfied that we had obtained 
bacteria-free insects.'’ 


These aphids were allowed to 
feed on plants and their growth 
and reproductivity were compared 
with a normal population. 

“We found that the aphids with- 
out the bacteria grew very poorly," 
says Dr Douglas. “Many reached 
adulthood at less than one-fifth of 
their normal size. And whereas 
untreated insects produced between 
50 and 80 offspring over three weeks, 
the aphids treated with antibiotic 
produced either no offspring at all, 
or stillborn offspring, or young that 
died after a day or two. It is quite 
clear that the aphids have an ab- 
solute requirement fertile bacteria." 

Dr Douglas hypothesised that 
the bacteria were providing their 


hast with the essential amino adds 
that were absent from the plant sap. 
lb test this, the researchers again 
used antibiotic-treated insects. They 
fed them with the raw ingredients 
they needed to synthesise amino 
adds, tagged with a radioactive 
labeL After a period of time they 
analysed the contents of the aphids’ 
bodies to see which amino adds 
were present 

“We found that aphids with 
bacteria contained the full range of 
amino adds, both essential and 
non-essential," says Dr Douglas. 
“On the other hand, the insects 
treated with antibiotics had no 
essential amino adds at alL It seems 
clear that the bacteria are synthes- 


ising essential amino adds for their 
host organism." 

But the stoiy of Buchnera’s 
indirect role in maintaining the 
aphid’s pest status does not end with 
its nutritional munificence. Aphids 
transmit viruses between plants; one 
class of economically important 
plant viruses spread by aphids is the 
luteo viruses. Virus particles are 
ingested by the aphid in plant sap. 
They travel into the gut then are 
transported across the gut wall into 
the body cavity. Eventually, the virus 
comes into contact with cells of the 
aphid's salivary glands and gets 
transported into the salivary’ duct 
becoming excreted with the saliva 
when the aphid feeds. 

At the Research Institute for 
Plant Protection in Wageningen. in 
the Netherlands, Dr Hans van den 
Heuvel has discovered that 
luteo viruses bind to a particular 
protein inside the aphid's body, 
which enables them to survive the 
journey between one plant and 
another This protein, it turns out is 
produced by Buchnera. It is 
suspected that the bacterial protein 
somehow protects the virus partide 
from attack by enzymes inside the 
aphid's body. 

When the bacteria are experi- 
mentally eliminated by antibiotics, 
the aphids are a much less efficient 
transmitter of the virus. One obvi- 
ous question arising from both the 
British and the Dutch work is 
whether new aphicides can be 
developed based on the relationship 
between the bacteria and the ini>ect 
“Clearly, antibiotics could kui the 
insects, but that is self-evidently 
unacceptable as there are already 
too many antibiotics around, ' says 
Dr Douglas, who stresses that the 
work at York with antibiotics Has 
been done under strictly cuntruiied 
laboratory conditions. 

However Dr Douglas Is con- 
vinced that detailed biochemical 
investigation of the membrane that 
surrounds the individual bacteria 
within the mycetocyte could well 
reveal a signalling system - a 
protein, say - unique to fois 
partnership, which could provide a 
highly specific target for a pest- 
control agent. 

That remains a research project 
for the future. In the meantime, 
those of us who wi&h to protect our 
roses wiD have to continue to rely on 
the more conventional methods of 
zapping these irritating, yet 
fascinating, pests. Or else hope that 
it is a good year for ladybirds. 


Stars and Planets: April 


ON 24 ATRiL. Mars reaches its 
closest point to the Earth this 
year. You can’t miss seeing it in 
the sky - it shines brightly all 
night an orange-red. 
untwinkling point of light. Mars 
is red because it literally is 
rusty. Particles of iron in its 
now-dry deserts were once 
washed by water, the elixir of 
life. How much water - and 
when it flowed - is not yet 
known. But we shall almost 
certainly find out within the 
next 10 years, and. in parallel, 
the answer to the Big Question: 
was there ever life on Mars? 

Mars is now under invasion 
from our robotic planetary 
probes. The Mars Global 
Surveyor is currently collecting 
unprecedentedly detailed 
images of the planet from 
Mars's orbit while Nasa’s Mars 
Climate Orbiter is on course to 
reach the Red Planet on 23 
September. Once in orbit it will 
study Mars’s water distribution, 
as well as keeping a weather 
eye on the Martian atmosphere. 
" A fellow' Nasa probe, the 
Mars Polar Lander, is 
scheduled to rendezvous with 
the planet on 3 December. On 
its way down, it will drop off two 
tiny probes designed to 
penetrate two metres into the 
ground below Mars's southern 
icecap. The Polar Lander itself, 
equipped with a robotic arm for 
geological investigations, will 
also be able to dig down into the 
subsoil. Scientists hope that 
these ‘■excavations" - the first 
ever on another world - will 
reveal 100.000 years of Martian 

history. 

This is just the beginning. The 
Japanese Nozomi craft will 
reach Mars in 2004; and Nasa is 
planning combined Lander- 
Rover missions to be launched 
in 2001. 2003 and 2005. The first 
may deliver a robot aircraft to fly 
over the surface oF Mars exactly 
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100 years after the Wright 
brothers took off at Kitty Hawk. 

These missions are already 
provoking some hard thinking. 
The jewel in the crown, of 
course, would be to discover 
signs of life in the Martian rocks. 
But would we recognise it even 
if it were staring us in the face? 

The tiny nodules in the 
famous “Martian meteorite" are 
still contentious, despite years of 
study. After the initial ex- 
citement surrounding these 
claimed “fossilised bacteria". 


most scientists ruled them out 
as being too small. Yet 
“nanobacteria" of a similar size 
have recently been discovered 
on Earth - so we may have to 
think again. A few scientists go 
so for as to believe that primitive 
organisms may still five on the 
Red Planet, from evidence 
collected by the Viking probes 20 
years ago. Whatever toe truth, 
there will be great care taken to 
sterilise the rock samples so 
that - if there is life on Mars - it 
won’t contaminate life on Earth. 


Inevitably, though, life on 
Earth will contaminate Mars. 
The final goal of all the robotic 
missions will be a crewed 
mission to Mars early next 
century. There will be so much 
more that humans can do than a 
probe, however intelligent 
Some scientists believe that the 
mission could take place in 2014. 
But it's more likely to happen in 
July 2019 - the 50th anniversary 
of the first manned landing on 
the Moon. It will mark a new era 
in our relationship with the Red 
Planet and could be an 
important step on the road to its 
eventual colonisation. 

What's up this month 
The planet Venus is looking 
sensational this month, setting 
four hours after the Sun at 
about midnight in mid-April. In 
the spring twilight, it shines like 
a lantern. Catch it early enough 
with binoculars or a small 
telescope - when the contrast 
between planet and sky is least 
- and you'll see it showing a 
phase like a slightly bul g in g 
Moon. 

The other object putting on a 
good show is this month’s 
“star”, the planet Mars, 
recognisable from its red colour: 
The other planets - Mercury, 
Jupiter and Saturn - are all too 
close to the Sun to be visible. 

As for the stars, the spring 
constellations Leo and Virgo are 
holding centre stage. In our 
annual trek around the Sun. we 
have reached a point where our 
night-time “window" has moved 
past winter constellations such 
as Orion and Cams Major. These 
are now setting in the west 
before midnight Follow the 
curve of the handle of the 
Plough (part of Ursa Major) 
downwards to hit the red giant 
Arc turns - fourth-brigbtest star 
in the sky. and a sure sign that 
spring is here. 


Hunt for the secret 
of immortality 


CHANGES THAT occur with agong 
are numerous and include increased 
risk of cancec poorer wound heating 
a less effective immune system and 
an increasing interest in why and 
how we age. There is no shortage of 
theories; they range from assuming 
there is a biological dock that winds 
us down, to placing the blame on 
cells losing their ability to multiply: 

My own view has always been the 
“motor car" theory, namely that 
parts just wear out; just look at ray 
knees. A nice example comes from 
elephants, some of whom die of old 
age when their teeth are so worn 
down that they can no longer eat 
But the hot focus at present is on the 
telomeres. Telomeres? Hardly a 
term in eveayday use, but it could be- 
come as familiar in rel ati on to age- 
ing as serotonin is to depression. 

Telomeres are specialised DNA 
sequences at the ends of each chro- 
mosome. One of their functions is to 
protect the chromosome from dam- 
age by chemicals that could break 
it down. When the cell divides toe 
chromosomes are duplicated, and 
there is a special enzyme that is in- 
volved in duplicating the telomeres. 
However; this enzyme is not present 
in all cells and its absence may be 
linked to ageing, for the telomeres 
may be used to count how many 
times a cell has divided. 

The conventional wisdom until 
the Sxties was that when cells were 
placed in a suitable culture medium 
they would continue to proliferate for 
ever - they were essentially “im- 
mortal". But it was wrong. When 
human cells from connective tissue, 
for example, are cultured, they wHZ 
go through about 50 divisions and 
then stop dividing. And Ute older the 
person from whom they are taken, 
toe fewer times they will divide. It 
seems that telomeres are doing the 
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counting, for each time one of those 
cells in culture divides, the end of the 
telomere is not properly duplicated, 
so that the telomere gets shorter and 
shorter with each division. The ev- 
idence for this, and it is a lovely ex- 
periment is to add the enzyme that 
synthesises telomeres - telomerase 
- to the cells in culture; they then 
become “immortaT and wOi multiply 
indefinitely. 


If you eat little you 
will live longer - I 
like the idea of food 
being dangerous 


' But cells stopping dividing in 
culture are a long way from the mul- 
tiple aspects of ageing in toe h uman 
body and seem bard to relate, for ex- 
ample, to impairment In thinking, 
memoiy and physical strength. 

But very new work is suggestive. 
What they did was to make mice that 
had no telomerase, and so when toe 
cells divided, their telomeres got 
shorten After several generations of 
these mice being inbred, they 


showed premature greying ana oair 
loss; they were ageing pre...a*ure!y 
and had, for example, red... cd cap- 
acity to repair wounds. There u ere 
also suggestive simflamica with a 
human condition, known as Werner's 
syndrome, that results in premature 
ageing; growth at adolescence is re- 
duced and sufferers have the dis- 
abilities of old age in their twenties. 
Most of them die before 50 

But telomeres are just part of the 
hunt for immortality There is a 
mutant fruit fly - a favourite mud cl 
for genetics - called Mcthuscun. 
which lives one-third lor.gei thai 
normal, but no one fjuws- mhj. 
Even more striking is a worm - an- 
other model - which lives four tunes 
as long. This longevity is related to 
insulin and its effect on metabolism, 
and is thought to be similar to the 
effect of low-calorie intake being able 
significantly to increase the life 
span of rodents. But it is unlikely mat 
there is just one cause of ageing An 
attractive approach is the network 
model, which aims to take uito ac- 
count a whole range of processes, for 
example mutations in genes, and 
toxic substances produced tty toe 
cells themselves, that will in the end 
lead to the death of the cell. 

Current evidence suggests that if 
you eat less you live longer - I like 
the idea that food is dangerous. 
And it is wise to be carefol about your 
lifestyle, particularly how much ex- 
ercise you take. For while telomeres 
and genes have a part to play, the 
evidence is that environmental in- 
fluences can profoundly influence 
the outcomes of ageing Asa cyclist 
in London, should I rethink my at- 
tachment to my bike? Certainty not, 

The writer is professor qflnokigyas 
applied to medicine at University 
College London 
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The rise and 
rise of big voice 

Broadway? Opera? Cabaret? Soul? Audra McDonald performs each 
style with awesome assurance. This summer sees her British 
debut - in cabaret and at the Proms - and she explains how she 
crosses so many musical borders with ease. By Edward Seckerson 


T here appear to be at least 
three highly talented 
singing actresses going by 
the nam e of Audra McDon- 
ald Over the last five years 
each has scored a notable 
Broadway success and each 
in turn has scooped the stage equivalent of 
the movie Oscar the coveted Tony Award 
1994: Audra McDonald sweet-singing in- 
genue, scene-steals her way through the 
role of dizzy, homespun Carrie Pipperidge 
in the Broadway transfer of our own 
National Theatre production of Carousel 
1996: Audra McDonald accomplished op- 
eratic soprano as feisty would-be diva 
Sharron in Terrence McNally's Master 
Class gives Zoe Caldwell's Maria Callas 
something to think about. 1998: Audra Mc- 
Donald, soul singer extraordinaire, finds a 
lifetime of pride and defiance in just two 
□umbers as Sarah “Brown Eyes” in the 
Broadway adaptation of EL Doctorow's 
Ragtime. Three very different characters, 
three very different voices. 

In actual fact, of course, they all belong 
to the one, the only, the very versatile 
Audra McDonald. She has a solo album 
- her debut - out this month on the ever- 
enLerp rising Nonesuch label and it's 
truly remarkable and innovative in sev- 
eral respects. First there's McDonald her- 
self-a “singing actress'' for whom all bets 
are on, all options open. She likes the idea 
that she's difficult to pin down, to “place”, 
and that she can go on reinventing her- 
self as long as there are characters to find 
and their songs to discover. 

It is satisfying for her to know that folk 
who heard her sing the “letter aria" from 
Verdi's Macbeth night after night in Mc- 
Nally’s Master Class might not at first 
make the connection with the throaty 
soulfulness of Sarah's numbers in Ragtime. 
It’s as if McDonald’s voice evolves with the 
character she's creating. The range of 
styles encompassed in her new album is 
pretty bewildering, and the risk factor is 
high. But that’s what drives hen ‘'When it’s 
music that fills my soul" she says, “there’s 


just no fear.” That's a quaint, even fanci- 
ful thing to say. but you know she means 
it She looks you straight in the eye when 
she's saying it The voice does, too. It tells 
you exactly what it thinks and feels and 
understands. 

Let's take a look at the voice. Essentially; 
it's a lyric soprano, effortlessly produced, 
fresh, 'warm, “covered" throughout the 
range. Very easy on the ear. But then she 
starts mixing in the chest tones, singing 
sweet and low down, and a smokiness per- 
vades. It’s in the attitude as much as the 
sound. And out of that smokiness, the 


The range of styles in 
her new album is 
bewildering and the 
risk factor is high 

gospel truth emerges, the rigour and rasp 
of those soulful melismas. And when she 
really needs to turn on the power there's 
the hard belt And that’s when you’d bet- 
ter watch out. 

So there you have it: a voice that does 
what needs to be done when it needs to be 
done. It doesn't draw attention to what it 
can do f though, heaven knows, there's not 
much it can't) but rather why it's doing it 
Ask Audra McDonald what she hopes lis- 
teners might take away from her debut 
album, and she's back at you without a 
moment's hesitation: “A desire to know 
these composers better." And that's the 
second most remarkable thing about Way 
Back to Paradise : you won’t know a sin- 
gle one of the songs. Or for that matter the 
composers. Yet 

There are five of them: Jason Robert 
Brown, Jenny Giering. Ricky Tan Gordon, 
Adam Guettel Michael John LaChiusa. 
And they are the new generation of com- 
poser-lyricists resetting the stage of the 
musical theatre in America today Adam 
Guettel (grandson of the great Richard 


Rodgers) may be the most familiar partly 
on account of his stunning off-Broadway 
show Floyd Collins (soon to be seen in 
London). It’s really not surprising that Mc- 
Donald’s first album should feature four 
startlingly o riginal Guettel songs. Well I 
say songs, but one - a queasy duet entitled 
■’Come to Jesus", which counterpoints the 
thoughts of a woman about to have an 
abortion with those of the devastated lover 
who has deserted her - is a drama in it- 
self. Guettel has the self-confidence to 
boldly go beyond where Stephen Sond- 
heim has led us. 

In fact he and Michael John LaChiusa 
have just been commissioned by the Lyric 
Opera and Goodman Theatre, Chicago. In 
a unique joint venture that signals smarter 
times ahead for the Great White Way, the 
Lyric Opera will workshop pieces which die 
Goodman Theatre will then stage. It's a 
long-overdue attempt to promote symbio- 
sis between opera and music theatre - 
some thing that Leonard Bernstein, for 
one, fervently advocated - and it reflects a 
sea change in attitudes to music theatre 
training at institutions such as the Jufllard 
School where Audra McDonald studied. 

Therein hangs a sorry tale. Having 
made her choice between an acting schol- 
arship at the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia and vocal studies at Juillard, she 
arrived at J uillar d only to find that “vocal 
studies" did not extend to popular song and 
Broadway. And that basic performance 
skills - acting and movement- were not re- 
garded as a valid part of a student’s clas- 
sical that is, operatic, training. Things 
have changed now. but then, classical and 
Broadway just didn't mix. \bu didn’t do both. 

Except, of course, that McDonald did. 
Her voice was operatic, but her sensibil- 
ities were all Broadway She had served 
her apprenticeship in dinner theatre 
where musicals were the staple diet; the 
goddesses in her pantheon ranged from 
Judy Garland and Barbra Streisand to 
Maria Callas and Mirella Freni. She had 
assumed she could develop both aspects 
of her vocal personality. Her credo was 



Audra McDonald: 'When it's music that fills my soul, there’s just no fear.’ 


Jim Cooper 


simple: “If I like the song, F11 sing it” So 
this was not a happy time. 

There were those on the faculty who 
fought to get-the Broadway sound out of 
her voice. She fought back. Her senior 
recital - equal parts European song, jazz 
standards and musical theatre - required 
three accompanists. But still she was 
made to feel somehow illegitimate. 

She took a sabbatical and went on the 
road with Lucy Simon’s The Secret Gar- 
den. Then Carousel came up. She feinted, 
mid-song, at the audition, but got the job 
and the Tony anyway She cancelled her 
next audition - for McNally's Master Class 
- in a fit of panic half an hour before she 
was due to sing. But she got that job and 
that Tony, too. Maybe opera and Broadway 
were compatible after all 

It’s probably fair to say that McDonald 
was genetically predestined to become a 
singer: Her mother sang, both her grand- 
mothers sang. In Fresno, California, where 
she grew up (she was in feet boro in Berlin, 
28 years ago), five McDonald aunts, bet- 


ter known as the McDonald Sisters, toured 
(and still do) as a gospel troupe. “1 reck- 
on that if I hadn't sung well I would prob- 
ably have been sent back!” But she did and 
she wasn't and perhaps the true secret of 
her success lies with her instinctiveness. 
By resisting the pressure to forge a purely 
operatic careen she has. if you like, held 
on to her vocal independence. 

Her voice is easily assimilated into 
myriad styles, provided she keeps it well 
exercised. Vocal aerobics, she calls them. 
While doing Ragtime she needed to exer- 
cise the upper part of the voice, the soprano 
part, the part above the break (show 
music tends to bring the voice down to 
where there's more chest tone in the 
mix). The reverse was true during her stint 
in Master Class. Her singing coach would 
“take her down to the basement in search 
of Ethel Merman and then all the way up 
to find MireDa Freni”. She’d go back to the 
theatre sounding like Minnie Mouse. Or 
Mighty Mouse, as the case may be. 

The title song of her album - “Way Back 


to Paradise” - a punchy impatiently syn- 
copated gospel number; could mark the way 
to her fourth Tony. Its source is Michael 
John LaChiusa’s Marie Christine, a Cre- 
ole rM m nr king of the Medea myth that is to 
be McDonald’s next Broadway stage ap- 
pearance. We, meanwhile, can lookforward 
to her appearance at this year’s Proms in 
a concert performance (conducted by Sir 
Simon Rattle) of Leonard Bernstein’s Won- 
derful Town. A recording is on the way, too. 
And later this year she appears in cabaret 
at the Donmar warehouse, as part of a sec- 
ond series of “Divas at the Donxnar”. 

Last year she performed at Carnegie 
Hall sin g in g selections from P orgy and 
Bess in a Gershwin Centenary Concert 
under Michael Ulson Thomas. No micro- 
phones. No costumes. No wigs. No make- 
up. No character to hide behind. Just Audra 
McDonald. The natural voice, the unvar- 
nished truth. And it felt good. Scary but 
good. Which, of course, was precisely why 
she did it in the first place. “If it scares you", 
she says, “then you need to do it” 
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A story of civilised disobedience. 
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A blast from the past 


THEATRE 

5ACRED HEART 

ROYAL COURT THEATRE 
LONDON 

IT MAY soon end up as a 
supermarket a block of trendy 
offices or a set of loft apart- 
ments, but tonight - for the 
quartet of characters sliding 
into early middle age in Mick 
Mahoney’s new play - the “up 
for sale" Sacred Heart Church 
Hall in NW3 is still the reposi- 
tory of a stack of glowing, if 
uneasy memories of a mis- 
spent youth clubbing there at 
weekends. The scenario in this 
drama is so classically familiar, 
it almost comes clamped with- 
in its own ironic quote marks: 
local boy made - pretty dodg- 
ily - good returns to home 
territory in order to stir latent 
lusts and rip the scab off some 
old wounds, while handily 
allowing the dramatist to call 
into question the meaning of 
success and failure, fraudu- 
lence and authenticity and the 
shaky, unexamined basis of 
most of our lives. 

It’s the sharp, accurate 
detail and truthfully tangled 
relationships within that broad 
framework that enable 



‘Sacred Heart’: a familar scenario 


Geraint Lewis 


Mahoney’s funny and percep- 
tive play to swerve, by and 
large, from too rutted a course 
and to involve you in the 
characters' intricately shared 
past The last in a satisfying 
series of co-productions 
between the Royal Court and 
the National Theatre Studio, 
the piece is played in an 
unbroken 90 minutes of “real 
time", with the audience 
arranged in an L shape round 
an authentic-looking set Three 
friends are decorating the old 
haunt fora child’s parly when, 
all sexily untrustworthy charis- 
ma in a Gucd suit Michael 
French’s Jerry swans in. It’s 
the first time Ewan Stewart's 


THE INFORMATION 
Daily 


Our unique and 
unrivalled guide to 
theatre, cinema, 
television and 
entertainment 
in your area 

pages 15-18 


| i> ii Sk* 


Patrick, as worn down and 
faded as Jerry is cosmetically 
sleek, has seen his former best 
mate since Jerry, tired of 
Patrick's ditherin g, reneged 
on a projected partnership 20- 
odd years back. For one. prop- 
erty development and wealth: 
for the other sraall-fiy building 
jobs, worthy work with a boys' 
football dub, and a family. 

Almost every potential 
cliche in the play has a twist 
that redeems it, and Edward 
Hall’s production elidts beau- 
tifully shaded performances, 
particularly from Mr French as 

he skilfully signals, from 
underneath the wide-bpy swag- 
ger, a rather lost soul who has 


seen through success and will 
spend the rest of his life pining 
for an irrecoverable youth. 
Flickering between ironic 
amusement, sodal embar- 
rassment and sudden accesses 
of keen pain, Doon Madtichan 
also gives a splendidly natural 
performance as Patrick’s wife 
Kate who, inevitably, harbours 
unresolved longings for Jerry. 

The piece starts off feeling 
too much like the artificial 
product of Jerry's monumen- 
tally coincidental arrival and, 
belatedly erasing that initial 
impression, ends up overplot- 
ted. But it's the mark of its 
comic suppleness that when 
Jerry makes an offer that 
exposes Patrick’s inadequacy 
all over again, the mood is 
humorously rueful rather than 
tragic. Patrick, the buiider, 
"jiggles out of the project by 
admitting he can’t stand the 
noise and mess of big building 
sites. Quirky' touches like that 
ensure that Sacred //eart is no 
standard trudge down the ob- 
stacle course of memory lane. 

Paul Taylor 
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MUSIC 


Coming in, loud and clear 

Wilco’s new album Summerteeth is set to push them into the big time. Why are they so 
damned cynical, then? Perhaps it’s because they’ve been here before. By Ben Thompson 

W Qco mainstays Jeff 
Tweedy ttwinkfy, 
weatherbeaten) and 

Jay Bennett (burly, 
dreadlocked) are 
savouring a mo- 


W Qco mainstays Jeff 
Tweedy (twinkfy, 
weatherbeaten) and 
Jay Bennett (burly 
dreadlocked) are 
savouring a mo- 
mentary pause between engagements. A 
beleaguered two-man colony of battered 
denim amid the lurid primary colours of 
a [London radio station ibya; they tatolhe 
opportunity to bolt a grim meal of toxic 
fast-food. Someone notes sympatheti- 
cally that there’s only a certain amo unt 
- of that stuff you can eat Ttaeedy responds 
P sardonically: “I guess I would be living 
: proof that that is not the case”. 

The charismaticaSy rumpled arwgp*- 
speaks in a phlegmy mid-western drawL 
Pitched somewhere between a croak and 
a whisper; it’s the kind of voice you have 
to smoke realty hard to keep. listen to him 
sing an the current 'TOlco album Sum- 
merteeft and that act of sacrifice wiH seen 
wiK^yjustffiedThisisarecordwhosere- 
marfcable poignancy and richness recalls 
PhD Spatted comment about 1 “little sym- 
phonies for the fa ds", but with guitars and 
pianos instead of a 48-piece orchestra. 

The (fictionary definition of Wflco’s 
name might be “c20: abbrev for IvriD com- 
ply", but the music of this Chicago-based 
quartet somehow combines resignation 
with defiance and melancholy with joy. 
Summerteeth wraps its nuggets of down- 
beat personal revelation in some erf the 
most uplifting music imaginable. And 
Wilco’s new singe “Can’t Stand It” is 
poised to take its magnificently depress- ■ 
mg chorus -“You knmv it’s all b eginning 
to feel Eke its ending/ No love’s as random 
as God’s love/ 1 can't stand it” - into the 
unfaxmfiar terram of the Tbp 40. It’s not ex- 
actly ‘ftgadoo doo doo eat pineapple shake 
the tree,” but it’ll do for the moment 
^ Washing down his bul meal wfthheal- 
1 ^ng draughts of herbal tea. Jay Bennett 
considers the limitations of tiie pop radio 
promotional interview. “Sbu’d thmlr it 
would be liberating 1 ’ he sighs, “working 
with just amicrophone and a^oice: you 
don't perceive your audience, there’s 
nothing to be intimidated by, the oppor- 
tunity to have.ftm m that context is im- 
mense”. He slakes ins headmoarnfuQy, 
“but the IXTs don’t take advantage of it?. 
“They anfy want to knowbow we get on 
with Bfily Bragg”, saysTWee<fy sadly, “I 
mean, Eke^ who cares?" 

Apyone who thought WBco were going 
to be swept off thear feet by the flood tide 
of adulation currently taundating Stan- 
merteeth would be well advised to think 
again. They may have been told their new 
record fa “this year’s Deserter’s Songs” 
Ge, the record that somehow magically 
translates critical kudos into actual sta- 
tus without taring its mystery) so many 
times they nowprefer to refer to Mercury 
Rev’s 1998 landmark as “last year’s Sum- 
mer Teeth”, but they aren’t counting 
their chickens until they’re in the oven. 

“This is the one,’" Tweedy says weari- 
ly “We’ve been Odd that so many times. 
After a while you don't listen anymore, 
jrell you do, but only because it's enter- 
taining... When we put our first record . 
out, we were told we were going to be the 
next Hootie and the Blowfish”: 

WACO’S slightly underwhelming 1994 
debut AM bad its faults, but surely it 
wasn't that bad? “Til take an 11 million 
record insult”, Bennett snorts derisive- 
ly; “if that’s your way of insulting me, sure, . 
go ahead - insult me all day” , 

Waco’s band banter has a bradngly 
stringent quality. Peibaps it’s the isola- 



SUMMERTEETH, THE third, 
instalment in Wflco’s quest to 
distil the early 1970s moment 
when American rock’s 
explosive prime was replaced 
by pretty pop melodies is 
being justifiably lauded. Their 
melodic gift is now matched 
by singer Jeff Tweedy’s new 
facility for lyrics of 
disaffection. But to those who 
saw them the last time they 
played this venue, Wflco will 
forever be defined by a 
spontaneous moment of 
rock'n'roll warfare, the exact 
inverse of Iggy Pop’s 
notorious face-off with a 
crowd of riled Hell's Angels; 
the night TWeedy became so 


incensed with the reserve of a 
Sunday night London 
audience that he leapt into 
their midst and physically 
shook them into moving. This 
is their return to the scene of 
that crime. 

As before, it’s the sharp- 
featured Tweedy who provides 
stage presence. The reticent 
nature of his bandmates 
reminds you why that 
previous Empire crowd, like 
this one, only shuffled its feet 
The band have improved, 
become more varied Guitars 
squeal and harmonies spiral 
in the whirl of “Hotel 
Arizona”, a Woody Guthrie 
song is turned into wired. 


Live 


SHEPHERD S BUSH EMPIRE 
LONDON 

crunching country. But stilL 
the tension we hang on is: 
what will Tweedy do? 

He offers no clue. When we 
clap along to “Red-Eyed and 
Blue", he laughs. But, 
clanging his guitar angrily at 
the next song’s end. he seems 
to mime going through the 
motions. Finally, he speaks. 
“Was anybody here last time?" 
Scattered cheers. “I'm on 
medication now." 

The rest of the show 
becomes an apologia for 


imagined sins. He says thanks 
so many times it’s almost 
parodic, claims he’s hardly 
dared speak into a microphone 
since, mock-threatens Tm 
starting to get mad again" at a 
good-humoured heckler. 
Rock’n’roll as warfare has 
deteriorated into rock’n’roll as 
act of contrition Needless as it 
is. it seems to ease the mood 
of everyone present all the 
better to respond to the 
suckerpunch which sums up 
Summerteeth’s new strengths: 
“She’s a Jar". A steel guitar 
strokes upward as Tweedy 
sings this apparent love song 
with the lightest touch of hate, 
and the tension of its 


infamous, inevitable last line 
ratchets up with every soaring 
harmony, till perfectly, he 
almost trips over it, lets it 
tumble awkwardly out: “She 
begs me not to hit her.” It’s 
the hint of darkness that has 
lifted their perfectly 
constructed pop songs into 
life. They’re only a little nearer 
the equally mysterious 
chemistry needed to make 
those songs blossom on stage. 
Perhaps, in the end. they’re 
too modest to match the 
parade of ghostly hellraisers 
they adore. At least Tweedy no 
longer needs to shake us by 
the throat as they try. 

nick Hasted 


tion of their position -marooned between 
the blockbusting medtacrityofHootie, the 
Dave Matthews band and their ilk and the 
arthouse credibility of Smog and Bonnie 
“Prince” Billy. 

“If that guy Ekes Mariah Carey as much 
as he claims," TWeedy says of the latter; 
“he should put his money where his 
mouth is and get her to sing on his next 
recorcP\ “He should get someone to sing 
on his next record”, Bennett concurs cat- 
tily: “last time I saw him play live he put 
1500 people to sleep”. 

It must be rather intimidating to bare 
your soul to such a demanding audience. 
Does Tweetfy ever feel vulnerable in front 
of his bandmates, when he first sings them 
songs like “How to Fight Loneliness" or 
“When You Wake Up FbeHng Old"? 

Bennett’s feelings are hurt “I don’t 


need to hear Jeff’s lyrics to know him as 
well as I know him." he insists. 

“There’s a certain power that comes 
from it too,” Tweedy maintains, “having 
a conversation with your friends and shar- 
ing a part of yourself, and it's not a one- 
way dialogue. Because you get stuff back 
from them musically”. 

He certainly does. Where I997*s equal- 
ly gripping Being There was a ramshackle 
bar-band eulogy, Summerteeth spirals 
and quavers tike a great lost girl-group 
album. Wflco do notice to think about how 
they got from one place to another 
“If s not a good story." Bennett insists. 
“Its not like we started our new record 
and it sounded just like Being There . so 
we went to the pub and decided to make 
a Sixties soul record". 

But tbat’s not a good story. 


“No it’s not," TNveedy agrees, “That’s 
The Commitments." 

“We’re more like Inuit ivory carvers", 
the singer continues, somewhat mysti- 
fyingly. “We hold the magnetic tape in our 
hands and think what’s on it and then we 
let it come out". 

This analogy turns out to be less face- 
tious than it initially seems. “Inuit stone 
carvers believe there are things captured 
inside a rock." Tweedy explains, "so they 
start carving without any idea of what 
they’re aiming at and then they find a bird 
in there. I think that’s a really accurate 
way to describe the creative process.” 

"We took a rock and diiseiled away 
until we found the big tooth.” Bennett en- 
thuses. “A giant molar!" 

"We’ve actually got e-mail from people 
saying You guys are supposed to be like 


Gram Parsons - what the hell is this? 
Which in a way is kind of gratifying. Be- 
cause if people read about us being a 
country-rock band and then they go out 
and buy Summerteeth. I can’t imagine 
them not being confused." 

“People are confused," Bennett con- 
cludes mournfully. “Just not in the way 
that we want them to be." 

And what way would that be exactly? 

“It would be nice for people to be con- 
fused to the extent that they just accept- 
ed everything for what it was. [Jay 
assumes the voice of everyman] Tm so 
confused by all this music. I’m just going 
to listen to it and decide what I tike.’ 

■Can’t Stand If ( Reprise . single > is out 
on Monday. Wilco appear cm ’Later' on 
Friday 16 April 


lyric sheets 

Martin Newell 

His Holiness the Pope is heading 
for a chart smash with a new CD 
released this week. Entitled ’Abba 
Pater’ (Aramaic and Latin far 
‘Father’) the album is 
described as having a bewildering 
array of rock, African beats 
and ‘ecclesiastical rap f . 

The Pope’s Album 




“...Yeah like, before we made this one 
We prayed a lot of course we did 
And while the bloke retuned the grand 
1 broke bread with the backing band 

And since the theme’s traditional 
The A&R man quietly said, 

‘Forget about the studio tricks 
He wants those harps up in the mix'. 

At first the guys were skeptical 
It stank of Dens ex machina. 

The bass-player threw a little fit 
And wanted to redo his bit 

We had to move the choir around 
The chancel had a ‘live room' sound. 
But tapestries around the wall 
Had made it more like ‘village hall'. 

I sent the Papal Legate out 
With DAT machine to sample stuff 
And screens held up by altar boys 
To try and damp the background noise 

The good thing with this album is 
We've learnt at last that ’less-is-more - 
Too many churchmen these days think 
You’ve got to have the kitchen sink 

But could they take it on the road 
With what.. . a choir? A five-piece band? 
When I was starting, in my teens 
We just made do with tambourines. 

And if, as often happened then 
The Guv said, ‘I can’t hear a single'. 
He made the congregation sing 
You couldn't just remix the thing 

And look, I know it’s boring but 
The stadium ballad has to stay 
It keeps the punters hanging there 
Like ad captandum vulgas 0 yeah?” 

’to appeal to the crowd 


Goodbye gangsta, bonjour Derrida 

DJ Spooky knows his post-structuralists. As any hip-hop producer should. By Fiona Sturges 


Robert Hanks on tv 

‘NYPD Blue’, always at the soapy 
HriS end of die cop show spectrum, 
-3a I has now been reduced to pure sud 


THE TERM “intelligent” 
drum'n’bass has always been 
a nebulous one. It was first 
dreamt up in order to separate 
the teefc-rattiing chaos at earfy 
jungle from the more textured 
breakbeats of Goldie or LTJ 
Bukem. Ironically enough, it 
was thisso-caHed “jnteffigenff 
mode thatbeeameubiquitous 
In shampoo ads on televfem 
WifiiEatijqy Shin’s deriva 1 
tree beats becoming a univer- 
sal sound-track for beery 
nights oiit; there is now a bid 
to intellertiialise the remix, 
thoug h fids .time, round it is 
bactedbyacancCpLThexnove 
fa headed by Paul D He*; bet- 
ter known as DJ Spooky, That 
Subliminal Eld. . 
ilg “Records are part of a new 
^ synt a x a nd dialect,” insists the 
New York-based DJ. “You can 
pick any style of music you 
want and sample it, put it inn 
blender and reconstruct it 
There are no rules anymore.” 

On his new album Riddim 
WBj&rejMiBer talks aboutfee; 

. "elevation in the nrintP, /while 


the sounds endeavour to follow 
what he calls “a hidden musi- 
cal continuum” that exists in aE 
rrmgfe, frnm rfasEiral, ftmkand 
bhies to hip-hop and jungle. 

;• White the titte may smack of 
posturing, Miller jurists that 
the album hp$ a theoretical as 
well as an experimental basis. 
It contains unusually enlight- 
ened lyrics that allude to Der- 
: rida and Barthes, as opposed 
to the gaogsta-addled prose of 
ins hip-hop contemporaries. 
Hack titles such as “Post- 
Human Sophistry” and “Dia- 
lectical Transformation” 
self-consciously underline 
Miner’s academic standpoint, 
but its musical styles reveal an 
almost fanatic eclecticism. 

Though the diffuse nature of 
Riddim Warfare makes it ill- 
gufted to the dance Boon it 
offers a stylish collision of old 
skool hip-hop, dub and 
drmn’n’bass, complete with 
eerifydistoited samples of any- 
thing from Dvorak's New 
ttridSympfamy to the whine 
of a fax machine. Some of the 



Paul Maim* aka DJ Spooky: There are no rales any more' 


more peculiar sounds on the 
album are aresult of Miller act- 
ing like a human receiver with 
his portable mini-disc recorder 
The wide-ranging nature of 
Mger's influences fa also re- 
flected in the selection of con- 
tributors to Riddim Warfare. 
They indude Sonic South's 
guitarist Thurston Moore, Wu 
Tang Clan’s K5llah Priest the 
some scientist Arts Lindsay 
and video artist Marika Mori 


Miller wants to bridge the 
gap between academia and 
pop culture by whatever 
means possible- He wrote the 
score for the hip-hop movie 
Slam, which won the Grand 
Prize at the 1998 Sundance 
Filin EsstreaL He fa also a con- 
tributing editor to the monthly 
art magazine Artbyte and fa a 
regular participant in exhib- 
itions of electronic media 
The hotch-potch of media 


styles and voices in Miller's 
work can also be traced to his 
background. Growing up in 
Washington DC. he was ex- 
posed to all sorts of different 
music “I grew up watching Go- 
Go bands such as Junkyard 
Band and Trouble Punk, but 
there was also a big hardcore 
scene with Bad Brains and 
Minor Threat,** 

In the late Eighties he relo- 
cated to Maine to study for two 
degrees - one in French liter- 
ature. the other in philosophy 
- and he became interested in 
the relationship between liter- 
ature and music. 

“It seemed that themes in 
textual deconstruction re- 
flected what was happening in 
electronic music. 1 got into ar- 
guments with professors about 
urban narratives - why we got 
to pull apart the work of great 
literary’ figures, but when it was 
Chuck D, that was urban so we 
couldn't discuss it.” 

By 1988, Miller had launched 
his own radio programme at 
college, called Dr Seuss's 


Eclectic Jungle. “It was a mad 
collage of sounds. If Public 
Enemy sampled James 
Brown, I would find the origi- 
nal Brown record, mix it with 
the Public Enemy version and 
then set it against The Three 
Little Pigs’.” His eccentricity 
proved hugely popular and 
provided the blueprint for his 
latest mix'n’matcb recordings. 

But despite the experimen- 
tal nature of Miller’s music, 
there is still a conspicuous ab- 
sence of new sounds. 

“It s difficult for me to imag- 
ine a sound I haven’t heard. We 
have reached total saturation 
point" he explains. “But there 
are more interesting ways of 
putting together sounds." 

He i>auses, to listen to a 
hotel coffee machine. “But if 
you say you can’t imagine a 
sound you haven’t heard, then 
you are locked in that loop al- 
ready. If I can record, sample 
and mix anything, I will.” 

‘Riddim Warfare' is out on 12 
April on Outpost Recordings 
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ARMAND VAN HELDEN 

2Future4U 

fftr 


“ARE YOU afraid of the boogie monster?" 
enquires a croaky-voiced inquisitor on a 
2Futwv4U track called, with admirable dir- 
ectness, “The Boogie Monster". The ans- 
wer. of course, is no: this particular boogie 
monster is just about the most popular guy 
around at the moment - just how popu- 
lar is illustrated by “Business as Usual", 
an answering-machine collage of artists, 
celebs, and celebs' representatives 
rhello... rm calling on behalf erf Mick Jag- 
ger..."> desperate to get Armand Van 
Helden to do a remix. At a cool $60,000 
(£38,000» a pop, which youll agree isn’t that 
bad a daily rate - not in the Bill Gates 
league, maybe, but at least Armand gets 
to wear cooler specs while he works. 

One of the answering-machine mes- 
sages appears to be from his landlord, 
wearily conveying a neighbour's complaint 
about the ultra-loud music emanating from 
Armand’s apartment at 4.30am. “Sidney 
from downstairs said it was more... 
orgasmic than music, to his ear.'' says the 
landlord, puzzled. “Is there a reasonable 
explanation?” Van Helden's explanation 
eventually appears towards the album's 
end. with the porno-salsa -disco groove 


“Entra M3 Casa”, on which the vocalist 
Mita's co me- an is explicit enough to en- 
sure the most minima! of airplay. 

It's also, as it happens, just about the 
most involved bout of lyricism on the 
album, apart perhaps from Teldtha Wu- 
Tang's hackneyed eco -concerns on 
“Mother Earth". Usually, Van Helden’s 
vocal collaborators (who include his mom, 
on a “Summertime" that owes next to 
nothing to Gershwin! are required to do 
little more than furnish him with a phrase, 
or even just a word - “higher!" - and off 
Armand goes, twisting and braiding it into 
the flow of a track along with those trade- 
mark thumping beats. 

It sounds simple enough, but Van 
Helden also possesses the instinctive 
ability to know which elements of a host 
track can be bolted on to his beats His fac- 
ility with these sound fragments is awe- 
some: it's unlikely, for instance, that you'd 
ever hear f unki er sawing than that wield- 
ed by Armand on “Necessary Evfl"; and 
when his talents are matched with the vir- 
tuoso turntable scratching of Company 
Flow's Mr Len on “Rock The Spot", the 
results are dizzying. Monstrous, even. 



ECHO & THE BUNNYMEN 

What Are Ybu Going to Do with Yxjr Life? 
London 

WITHOUT THE bolstering Britpop effect 
that helped give some context to their 
1997 comeback alburn Evergreen, Echo 
& The Bunnymen just sound rather pal- 
lid and ineffectual here. 

Compared with the visceral psyche- 
delic thrill of earlier cuts tike “Viliiers 
Terrace", What Are You Going to Do 
with Your Life? has, as its title suggests, 
ail the appeal of a discussion with a ca- 
reer adviser. 

Like an itch that they can’t resist 
scratching, song after song gnaws away 
at weary conclusions and hopeful new 
be ginnin gs, and while Ian McCulloch 
can still be incisive lyrically- as on the 
title-track's “If I could see what you 
can see/ The sun still shining out of me/ 
I'd be tiie boy I used to be" - the set- 
tings seem more ponderous and for- 
gettable than before, even with the FYm 
Lovin' Criminals sitting in on a couple 
of tracks. 

It doesn’t really help matters that as 
they get more mature, the band appear 
to be indulging their interest in Burt 
Bacharach and Jimmy Webb rather 
more openly, despite lacking either 
songwriter's way with a winning melody 
Good practice for the beckoning cabaret 
circuit, though. 



MARC ALMOND 

Open All Night 

AS FAR as reputations go. you’d think 
Marc Almond would have more justifi- 
cation than most in growing old dis- 
gracefully. He certainly has no business 
making an album as alluring as Open 
All Night at his age. surely? But it's true: 
while his New Romantic contempo- 
raries busy themselves with a soul-de- 
stroying nostalgia package tour, Almond 
has come up with probably the best work 
of his solo career. 

Certainly, his current collaboration 
with Neal X, Glen Scott and John Green 
is shaping up as fruitfully as any other 
in his past, and in the case of 
“Sleepwalker" and the single “Tragedy", 
at least, has furnished another couple 
of classics to add to his distinctive 
portfolio of torch songs. 

As ever Almond’s focus throughout 
is the boudoir, to which he brings an 
element of louche, stalker-ish obsession 
on tracks like “Bedroom Shrine" and 
“Black Kiss”. 

Elsewhere, “Night & Dark” finds 
Marc still strolling the streets of Paris 
- in spirit, at least - with a swaying 
derive of violin and accordion 
accompanying him as he hires up his 
collar and sets his face to the 
lonely wind. 



ORBITAL 

The Middle of Nowhere 

f Prr 

THE HARTNOLL brothers* fifth album fol- 
lows a fa miliar course, with carefully-lay- 
ered synth parts sequenced into choppy, 
syncopated grooves with titles like “Way 
Out", “Spare Parts Express" and “Know 
Where To Run". Though entertaining at 
half the length, their ideas are habitually 
overplayed, however, most of the eight 
tracks last nearer 10 minutes than five, 
each piece gradually fillin g up with so 
many counter-melodic riffs that it even- 
tually becomes a fairly undifferentiated 
midi soup. 

Despite their best intentions, too, the 
duo's favoured electronic sounds convey 
only a limited range of connotations, 
approximating those of a Fifties sci-fi fu- 
ture - perfect for abandoned space- 
ships such as Event Horizon, but not 
really built for human bodies. The 
rhythms interlock efficiently enough, 
but often unnecessarily so - there’s no 
real grasp of the subtle alterations of time 
and emphasis that might give then- 
beats a more persuasive, funky shape: 
ironically, for a group wi th such a sd-fi 
sensibility, there’s little sense of space 
in Orbital's music. 

The result, more often than not, is 
more like a laborious patter than an 
invitation to the dance. 



PAUL WESTERBERG 

Suicaine Gratification 
Chrysalis 

ON HIS two previous solo albums, and 
before that through his time with The Re- 
placements, Paul Westerberg built an im- 
posing reputation as a songwriter 
unusually sensitive to the sombre side 
of situations, but still favouring a bout 
of raunch-rock as the most reliable pal- 
liative. On Suicaine Gratification, that 
balance is all but lost, as Westerberg 
broods more darkly than before on his 
own situation, while neglecting to 
offer much by way of cheery musical 
compensation. 

Even a love lament such as “Best 
Thing That Never Happened” can be 
read as another of his self-deprecating 
career commentaries, while other tracks 
deal in grimly poetic fashion with such 
downbeat subjects as suicide and the ef- 
fect of separation on a child. The pre- 
vailing mood taints the whole album: after 
such a litany of tribulations, the relatively 
chipper “Whatever Malms You Happy” 
just seems like a hollow offer 

Suicaine Gratification is, I suppose, 
an impressive feat of sustained melan- 
choly, but not one that demands to be 
heard too often. As Westerberg advises 
in “It’s A Wonderful Lie", a typically wist- 
ful midlife reflection, “Don’t pin your 
hopes on misanthropes like me”. 
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A very big noise 
in the country 

Dolly Parton’s back with a new album. How does she stay 
hungry for success? Melvyn Bragg spoke to the C&W legend 


Mehiyn Bragg: Let’s start with this 
new album which I enjoyed a great 
deal. Hungry Again - did that de- 
scribe you or the album? 

Dolly Parton: WeU it described me. 
I feel a great need to be part of what 
Is happening in the “new country” 
and I was hungry again to be in the 
mainstream. I was bom and raised 
up in the Great Smoky Mountain of 
east Tennessee and I bought my old 
family home after many years and 
restored it like a retreat When I 
wrote Hungry Again I went there 
and fasted for three weeks. 1 spent 
most of the summer there and I 
wrote 37 songs and condensed them 
down to 12 songs on this CD. 

MB: Why do you think fasting helps 
you to write? 

DP: I just really needed to get in 
touch with myself, to humble myself. 
I needed some self-discipline. 

MB: Why was it important for you 
to do this? 

DP: Well, it’s part of my religion first 
of ati. This is not the first time I have 
fasted. I have fasted many times. I 
didn't tell anyone I was doing this 
until after the summer was over and 
then all these wonderful songs and 
so many spiritual and creative, won- 
derful and inspired things had come 
from this. When you are my age and 
when you have been as successful 


as I have been, sometimes to know 
just how far you’ve travelled you’ve 
got to go back to where you begun. 
Sometimes to knowhow good you’ve 
been eating, you need to be hungry 
again, so I just wanted to feel it tike 
it was back in the old days. 

MB: And it’s to do with your religion? 
DP: Well I wouldn’t call myself reli- 
gious. I grew up in a very religious 
family, my grandfather was a 
preacher. I have an aunt that is a 
minister but we were brought up 
Pentecostal, holy roller; Church of 
God -you know, hellfire, brimstone 
- but fasting was always very much 
a part of our religion. 

MB: Some of your early songs, I 
mean “Jolene" or “You Ain’t Worth 
the Salt in My Tears", you’re talking 
about betrayal. Was that going on all 
around you? 

DP: Oh I’ve seen that I’ve felt that 
I have certainty loved passionately 
and wildly in my life. Even when I 
haven’t got to experience it ati phys- 
ically. I’m like President Carter I 
have sinned in my mind. I have fan- 
tasised, I have seen it I have always 
been very romantic and I get hurt 
real bad and I’ve had my heart bro- 
ken so many times, especially as a 
young girl before I met my won- 
derful husband of 32 years. And even 
he can't keep me from looking. 


rm not blind. I'm just married. 
MB: Some of the songs you say are 
autobiographical tike “Coat of Many 
Colours". A mother makes a coat out 
of rags ku-her daughter and tdls her 
the story of Joseph and the coat of 
many colours, which gives the coat 
great significance and then she 
goes to school and all the kids laugh 
at her. Whs itas bad as that for you? 
DP: Yes it was. We were very poor. 
Tm from a family of 12 children, 
there’s eight younger than me and 
I have two brothers and a sister 
older. We had absolutely nothing. My 
father worked the fields, what we ate 
was what we grew, our money crop 
was tobacco at that time and Daddy 
made tike $2,000 a year on the to- 
bacco. that had to pay formed! cal 
bills, any other kind of bills, that was 
the only money that we had so you 
can well imagine how hard that 
was. So my mother was very reli- 
gious, and she used to read from the 
Bible and that’s how she kept us 
under control. She could always 
make a comparison about some 
wonderful story from the Bible. Hie 
little ragged coat she made for me, 
she knew it was rags, she knew 
they’d make fun of me, but she 
made me proud of it, but when I got 
to school and they finally broke my 
heart I was angry at Mama. I just 



went home saying they didn’t like my 
coat, they made fun of me. She 
said, look we are not poor we don’t 
have money but we’ve got love and 
we’ve got something to eat As long 
we’ve got each other, as long as 
we’ve got love.you know, it’s like you 
don’t have to have money to be rich. 
MB: But do you find now, Dolly, talk- 
ing to people about that sort of 
background, it's very difficult to get 
them to understand what that was 
like? It seems a deep past that peo- 
ple just don't relate to anymore. 
DP: Well it was an older time, and 
mountain people, that’s where I 
was born and raised Children don’t 
know that life so much anymore but 


that’s how we lived, that’s who we 
were, we had to scratch a living out. 
1 wouldn't want to go back, I have a 
song that’s called “In the Good Old 
Days When Times Were Bad" my 
favourite line is: “No amount of 
money could buy from me the mem- 
ories that I have of then, but no 
amount of money could pay me to 
go back and live through that again." 
MB: What sort of music were you 
exposed to as a child, because you 
grew up when America and the 
world was electrified by rock’n’roll 
and yet you went for country. 

DP: There wasn't much going on but 
country music when 1 was young We 
weren't allowed to listen to the 


rock’n’roll because that was against 
our religion too. My grandpa being 
that holy roller preacher that I was 
talking about that was the devfl. 
MB: Elvis Presley was... 

DP: Oh I mean that was Satan. 
MB: Really? 

DP: Absolutely. And so was I when 
I started wearing the make-up and 
bleaching my hair. My grandpa 
thought I was going straight to hell . 
■Jezebel” he called me. “The Devil 
made you wear tiiat hair.” I said: “No. 
grandpa. I went and bought this 
bleach for myself, and the devil had 
nothing to do with it” But at that 
time I was singing mountain music, 
folk music, Appalachian English, 


Irish, Welsh,, all those songs that 
were brought over from the old 
country. That's what I grew up on 
and then the church music. But 
when I did get a chance to listen to 
Jerry Lee Lewis and Elvis Presley 
I thought it was the greatest thin g 
I'd ever beard because my hor- 
mones were changing as well. Not 
even my grandpa could stop that I 
loved it but the country music was 
so embedded in me. That has been 
always for me the most deep-seat- 
ed of all the music I know. 

This article is a transcript of an in- 
terview which is part of The South 
Bank Show' this Sunday on ITV 
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Lesson one: the love song 


THE UNMASKING of Nick Care 
has been a long and gradual 
process. He first landed on 
these shores almost two 
decades ago as the bloodied and 
deranged front man with The 
Birthday Party. Transformed 
thereafter into a solo artist 
drawn to biblical lust and 
vengeance, a cabaret act from 
the dark side and even a nov- 
elist of considerable repute, he 
has consistently subverted ex- 
pectations about where a cult 
rods star should go and what be 
should do next 
- The process continued with 
this performance. Centring on 
an extended version of a lecture 
entitled “The Secret Life Of The 
Love Song”, which he first de- 
livered in Vienna last year. 
Cave now commands a pres- 
ence that allows him to address 
an audience from a lectern, a 

screen behind him highlighting 
pertinent lyrics. 

He cuts an impressively rak- 


LIVE 

NICK CAVE 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 
• LONDON 

ish figure, a long bony index fin- 
ger striking the air for empha- 
sis and grave booming voice 
extolling an art form he says 
has all but died in contempo- 
rary rock music. 

Mapping out the spiritual 
concerns and deep longing cen- 
tral to his crall. Cave quotes 
from WH Auden, Lorca and pop 
sensations Boney M and Kyiie 
Minogue. The latter magically 
appears in person to recite the 
words of her pop hit "Better 
The Devil You Know". A song, 
he notes with some relish, 
where Kyiie became “love’s 
sacrificial lamb with a groovy 
techno beat". 

It took not only a degree of 
erudition and eloquence but a 
measure of theatricality, skil- 


fully employed to overcome 
understandable nerves at var- 
ious points, to pull off the lec- 
ture conceit. With an inevitable 
acknowledgement for his late 
teacher father and a curt dis- 
missal for a lone heckler. Cave 
managed admirably. 

But, of course, his analyses 
of the Jove song -fanny effusive 
and penetrating as it often was 
- could only go so far in making 
his case. It was with a judicious 
selection of his own songs per- 
formed during the lecture and 
in a mini set immediately after 
it had concluded, that Cave re- 
ally claimed his territory. 

Taking his place at the piano, 
pounding out harsh Jerry Lee 
Lends style chords, he first 
plunged into the tangled mire 
of “Wfest Country Girl" while the 
song's rumoured inspiration. 
PJ Harvey, looked on approv- 
ingly from the stalls. Thereafter 
the less-is- more ethic practised 
on his most recent album. The 



Cave: cabaretactft^mthedarictide 


Boatman’s Call, took hold with 
the lucid, feral accompaniment 
of The Dirty Three. 

On “Sad Waters". Warren 
Ellis's unhinged lonesome 
violin went deep into the song’s 
glade of mournful memory. 
Stripped of its demonic drive 
the classic death-row contem- 
plation “Mercy Seat" unearthed 
new depths and character nu 
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Any which way you can 

Kyle Eastwood got a good start in jazz - his dad’s an aficionado of no small fame. But that’s 
where the family ties end. Eastwood Jr really can play bass. By Phil Johnson 

H aving a famous 
fether might en- 
sure celebrily by 
proxy, bat for a 
serious jazz mu- 
sician it’s not 
necessarily an 


H aving a famous 
father might en- 
sure celebrily by 
proxy, bat for a 
serious jazz ma- 
sirian it’s not 
necessarily an 
advantage. When the bassist Kyle 

Eastwood - son of Clint - first 
played London eightyears ago with 
a semi-pro Californian jazz-fusion 
group, there were very few people 
in the small chib, but all of them had 
come especially to seethe dig) off 
dmfs granite block. 

The veiy young Kyle was just the 
Wofee at the back with aFfentter bass 
and a look of extreme concentration, 
but nothing -hot least the. group’s 
rather muso-ish noodlings - could 
prevent a fleflo.'-styie air of vicari- 
ous celeb-snooping A Daily Mail 
photographer spent the entire per- 
formance snapping Kyle without 
even pretending to take tfaepicture 
of anyone else in the band, and I 
wrote the accompanying story. It 
was shamelessly tacky 1 flagrantly 
ignoring Kyle’s impressive slap- 
bass technique in favour of com- 
paring his cheekbones to those of the 
young Clint in Rawhide. 

Next week, Kyle Eastwood, now 
aged 30, is back in London again, 
playing the Pizza Express in Sobo, 
but a number of things have 
changed in the interim. He's now the 
leader of his own band; he’s 
swapped the electric bass for a 
proper bass-fiddle, changing from fis- 
sion to real jazz in the process; and 
he has a new record contract with 
Sony His d&mt album is a class# ex- 
pensive-sounding job which mixes 
rather old-fashioned, Gil Evans- 
style, lag band arrangements (fay 
Vince MeidozaJ withR&B grooves, 
and it features guest appearances 
by Joni Mitchell and Julia Fbrdham. 

In the years between his London 
En g a gements,- Kyle has also got 
married to the Spanish actress, 
Laura Gomez, had a daughter; 
Gnryfen, now aged four; and moved 
from LA to New Ybrfc He remains' 
endeari ngly shy and very sensitive 
to the fact that questions about his 
own work have a habit of trying to 
pulL&B-father into the story too. 

Kyle's father is, of coarse, famous 
notoa^y for his films but also for his 
love of jazz, which was celebrated 
three jears ago by a star-studded 
Carnegie HaQ concert Gn which 
Kyle played), that became the 
album, Eastwood After Hours. As 
wejlasplayingalilfiejazzpianDhnn' 
se$ Cfint Eastwood has (Erected the 
Charlie Parker biopic. Bird, em- 
ployed the late Art Pepper and 
other notable jazz musicians for 




Kyle: 'When I was very young, my father introduced me to Miles Davis. He was very intimidating' 


Philip Meech 


soundtracks to his movies, and 
acted as a formidable campaigner 
for jazz education. 

Unsurprisingly, it was his father 
who first exposed Kyle- who lived 
with his mother after his parent’s di- 
vorce- to jazz, by taking him to the 
annual Monterey jazz festival. ‘‘Mon- 
terey was maybe 15 minutes from 
myhome and my earliest memories 
of jazz are of seeing artists like Dave 
Brnbeck, Errol Garner, Billy Ecks- 
tme and Ahmad Jamal there," Ityle 
says. “If helped give me my first 
taste when I was growing up. and we 
always listened to jazz in the house. 
When I was very young, I remem- 
ber my father introducing me to 
Miles Davis at the festival, and him 
being very intimidating” 


He started playing the bass in 
high school. “It cam e easy, playing 
reggae and Motown, and also I had 
a lot of friends in bands and there 
weren't that many bass players 
around." While Kyle was perform- 
ing as abass guitarist, he was also 
learning the double bass, and his fa- 
ther arranged for him to study in 
Paris with Bunny Brunei “Even 
when I plsyed in London the first 
time I was also playing double bass, 
but it wasart really the type of music 
for it," he says, “it's definitely a dif- 
ferent instrument with a more per- 
sonal sound.” 

The album includes a very' 
effective version of the Tom Waits 
song “I Beg Your Pardon”, in which 
Kyle's double bass plays the melody 


line ; adding a marvellously lugubri- 
ous flavour to what is already a very 
melancholy tune, ’typically, he’s 
rather embarrassed about taking the 
spotlight himself T like to feature 
myself, but not with a solo in every’ 
tune,” he says. Joni Mitchell’s guest 
appearance as the vocalist on a ver- 
sion of Marvin Gaye’s "Trouble 
Man” came about be insists, more 
by luck than through judgement “I 
didn't really set out to get her. Larry 
Klein - who's her ex - was the 
producer, and he suggested it to her. 
She’s a big Marvin Gave fan. and it 
wasn’t an opportunity to pass up. We 
kept the version very R&B, which 
happens to be my second favourite 
music next to jazz “ 

Although he’s now’ living in New 


York, a much more competitive en- 
vironment for jazz than LA, East- 
wood says he hasn’t met any real 
resentment because of who he, or 
his father, is. “Not really, no. Most 
of the musicians have been cooL 
Once they hear me play, it dispels 
any doubts they might have. I was 
tired of LA, and I didn’t want my 
daughter to grow up there.” 

He also denies any ambition to 
make films “A film score would be 
of interest, and I played on a few’ of 
my dad s mories when I was in the 
Musician's Union in LA. But I don’t 
ever want to quit playing bass.” 

The Kyle Eastwood Quintet plau 
Pizza Express. Soho.Jrom Tuesday 
to Saturday. Booking; 01 71 -439 872 2 


Legend of the 
softie school 

Jazz albums Round-up 


By Phil Johnson 


A COMMON-SENSE dictum of 
jazz discourse decrees that 
tenor saxophone players fall 
into one of two schools. Either 

they are hard-edged followers 
of Coleman Hawkins, or softie 
lyricists in the tradition of 
Lester Young. According to this 
immutable law. Sonny Hollins, 
say, would be placed In the 
Hawkins camp, while Stan Getz 
would be grouped with Young 
Charles Lloyd, whose new 
album for ECM. Voice In The 
Night, is likely to remain one of 
the best jazz albums of the year 
is, on the face of it, a Lester 
man through and through. 

Though Lloyd is easily 
accomplished enough to follow 
whatever path he wishes, he 
tends to favour tone over speed, 
and expression over technique, 
to the extent that his solos 
seem to flutter by in a dreamy 
haze of understated yet never 
the less passionate emotion. 

Now aged 58, Lloyd was once 
the most fam ous jazz musician 
of his generation, when in the 
hippy-era of the Sixties he led a 
quartet featuring the young 
Keith Jarrett on piano. After 
prematurely retiring to 
cultivate his Californian garden 
(where he was sought out by 
the young Michel Fetmc riani ). 
Lloyd re-emerged at the 
be ginnin g of the Nineties with a 
series of albums for ECM. 

This latest installment is 
likely to make him a star once 
again. Accompanied by a super- 
group of Dave Holland on bass, 
John Abercrombie on guitar, 
and the uniquely subtle Billy 
Higgins on drums. Voice In The 
Night is almost entirely 
successfuL On a range of tunes 
that mixes six Lloyd originals 
with Billy Strayhom’s “A Rower 
is a Lovesome Thing", and the 
perhaps surprising choice of 
Burt Bacharach and Elvis 
Costello’s “God Give Me 
Strength", the band strokes 
through the chord changes with 
an insouciant, laid-back charm 
while Lloyd himself plays solo 
after solo in a vein of swooning 
lyricism, as if he is sighing into 
the microphone. 

The recording’s perfectly 
judged acoustic, whose delicate 
bloom of a reverb adds just the 
right degree of airiness to the 
sound, creates an intimate. 


chamber-jazz aesthetic that 
suits Lloyd’s style right down to 
the ground. The result is a 
quietly thrilling album that 
releases its pleasures slowly. 

Another new ECM release. 
Not Two, Not One, by the trio of 
pianist Panl Bley, bassist Gary 
Peacock and drummer Paul 
Motian, is less immediately 
attractive than the Lloyd, but it 
repays careful listening. 

Each of the band members is 
a master not only of their 
instrument but of the interplay 
between “time" and ‘free" 
playing that has characterised 
late-modernist jazz over the last 
three decades. When they 
combine in up-tempo, free- 
wheeling improvisations, and 
Bley's spiky, chromatic solos 
start to buzz up and down the 
keyboard, it’s heady stuff. 
Peacock’s double bass has a 
kind of hard-won grandeur to it, 
and Mo tian cofliinues to play, 
as Charlie Haden once said of 
him, as if the drums were a 
musical instrument 

The kind of cross-cultural 
chamber-jazz pioneered by 
ECM is evident on the latest 
release on the Enja label by the 
Lebanese oud player Rablh 
Abou- Khalil Yarn is a re- 
recording of music written by 
Khalil for a film of the same 
name directed by Yilmaz 
Arslan, and it features a quartet 
including the dazzling French 
violinist Dominique Pifarely. It’s 
rich, subtle music with strong 
echoes of flamenco, but perhaps 
less jazz-friendly than last 
year's Thimar by the Tunisian 
Anouar Brahem. 

In contrast, the prosaically 
titled Indian Sitar and World 
Jazz (WEAj, by the French 
group Mukti, while less 
highbrow or culturally “pure", 
is both more jazzy and more 
fun. Compromising an 
“acoustic" album and a further 
CD of remixes, the sounds of 
sitar and tamboura are 
complemented by jazz trumpet, 
bass clarinet and rhythm 
section to produce a kitsch 
hybrid of East and West. 

Brigette Menon's sitar playing 
may not be in the Ravi Shankar 
class, but even if it were, would 
we notice? Here, the bricolage 
rather than the individual 
components, is the thing. 
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A little rain |pn the Parade 

It may claim to be a celebration of the best of British music since the War, but will Nicholas K enyon and 
George Benjamin’s ‘Endless Parade’ series of concerts really do our composers justice? By Bayan Northcott 



N o doubt planning con- 
certs and festivals is a 
mixed pleasure at best, 
in which the satisfac- 
tion of setting up con- 
trasts and connections, 
devising ideal pro- 
grammes, bringing forth fresh talent, and 
so on. is ever-threatened by practical 
problems over performance, venues and 
funding - not to say by anxiety as to how 
press and public may ultimately respond. 

Which are just some of the reasons why 
Nicholas Kenyon. BBC Controller of 
Millennial Projects, and George Benjamin, 
Artistic Consultant to the Sounding the 
Century project on Radio 3. are unlikely 
to get much fun out of what follows. 

But some critical questions need to be 
asked about the culminating series of the 
20th-century retrospective they have been 
presiding over these last three years, 
and which opened at the Royal Festival 
Hall two nights ago as Endless Parade: 
Classics of British Music since 1 945 - or. 
as they put it in the April edition of BBC 
Music Magazine, “a month-long 
celebration, around the country arid on 
Radio 3, of the best of British music since 
the war". 

Of course, this could be disregarded as 
the kind of marketing flim - flam that 
producers evidently have to put up to BBC 
management these days to get their 
programmes out at alL But Kenyon and 
Benjamin are not cynical types: they 
manifestly care about all of the music that 
they have selected for the 15 live and 
broadcast events scheduled between this 
week and 3 May. 

So that one has to ask how a series can 
claim to represent the “best" of British 
music since 1945, when it is exclusively 
concerned with concert music and opera 
- disregarding not only chamber and 
instrumental works, film scores and light 
music, but also jazz and the kind of eso- 
teric pop featured in Mixing It, which are 
also residual concerns of Radio 3? 

How can it claim to comprise “classics" 
when a commendable proportion of the 
choices are of recent stuff by the up-and- 
coming young? (Classics in 30 years' 
time, perhaps, i And how can it claim to be 
comprehensively “British" when the 
programmes include only a handful of 
Scottish composers and virtually nothing 
from Wales? 

Now, the planners might riposte, it is 
easy fora critic to carp from the sidelines, 
but 15 events, amounting to some 35 
hours in all, is not that much in which to 
encompass the multifarious developments 
of some 54 years. Moreover, the public 
concerts in the series, on the South Bank, 
in Manchester and in Belfast need to 
include the odd lollipop - Britten's Young 
Person's Guide to die Orchestra, say, or 
Malcolm Arnold’s Four Scottish Dances 
- if they are to attract larger audiences, 
and complaining that less hackneyed 
works by these composers should have 
been preferred is beside the point 
In the event there are four Britten 
choices, including the jpbur Sea Interludes 
- since the impact of Peter Grimes was the 
starting-point for the whole concept - and 
a complete concert performance of Death 


in Venice. Tippett also gets a full-length 
opera. King Priam, and no fewer than 
seven other items, thanks to the 
incorporation of a Nash Ensemble Tippett 
concert (in fact recorded last month! . Of 
the other big names, Vaughan Williams has 
three works and Walton and Birtwistle two 
apiece - the latter's Thunpet Concerto, 
Endless Parade lending its title to the 
whole series. But the remaining figures are 
strictly confined to one work each. And 
what, Kenyon and Benjamin might ask, 
could be fairer than that? 

WelL it depends. Broadly speaking 
there are three different principles upon 
which such a retrospective could be 
structured. 

The first is simply to collect together 
those pieces that have most successfully 
survived in the repertoire, thus implicitly 


endorsing current views of the whole 
period. The second is more historical: to 
focus, say, decade by decade, upon what 
seemed the most typical and significant at 
the time. And the third would be to take 
a critical look at both current and histor- 
ical views, reviving unjustly neglected or 
misunderstood pieces and aspiring to a 
fresh vision of the entire era. 

On the whole, the planners seem to have 
plumped for the first approach which, in 
so far as it also runs to taking in some 
noteworthy recent arrivals, is fine; less so. 
in that it has meant assigning time to works 
such as Vaughan Williams's Sixth 
Symphony, Walton's Second and Tippett’s 
Triple Concerto, which are constantly 
heard anyway. 

So how might the alternative 
approach^ ,iave worked out? Historically 


it would have been salutary to revisit the 
British milieu of the mid-Forties in which 
the young Britten was widely felt to be 
brilliant yet somehow lacking in sub- 
stance and Walton was still regarded as 
the acceptable face of modernism: in 
which the Gallic turns of Lennox Berke- 
ley represented the permissible limit of 
Continental influence and the conservative 
symphonism of Edmund Rubbra stood for 
3 continuing mainstream. 

Neither Rubbra nor Berkeley features 
in Endless Parade, nor any of the more 
modernist young men who made the 
running in the Fifties - Peter Racine 
Flicker. Iain Hamilton, Humphrey Searle 
- though the most substantial arrival of the 
decade. Robert Simpson, should have 
been included on any count. 

Of the still more adventurous gen- 


eration who rose with the accession of 
william Glock to the BBC in 1959, Goehr, 
Maxwell Davies, Birtwistle and Richard 
Rodney Bennett are included, but not 
Nicholas Maw or Hugh Wood, and a 
chance has been missed yet again to 
reassess the tumultuous early output of 
Malcolm WlOiamsan. Some notable arrivals 
of the Seventies and Eighties are also 
missing: Michael Finnissy, Simon Holt, 
Mark Anthony Turnage and, not least, 
Judith Weir. 

But then the inclusion of only six 
women composers in the entire senes 
would be grounds for yet another black 
mar k were it not for a welcome act of 
restitution. One of the most finely sustained - 
and austerely lyrical scores of her entire 
vast output. Elisabeth Lutyens’s 
Quincunx for voices and large orchestra, 
was rapturously received at the 1962 
Cheltenham Festival and subsequently 
released on a too-long-deleted LP - and 
yet it has never; ever received a London 
performance. 

Its inclusion in the concert at Maida Vale 
studios on 9 April (to be broadcast on 3 
May) should serve to remind listeners that 
the international post-war enterprise to 
create a serialist lingua franca for new 
music - utterly discredited though it may 
currently seem - was capable in the right 
hands of yielding a haunting distinction, 
and no wonder Lutyens proved such an 
influential mother-figure to the subsequent 
Glock generation. 

A few more rediscoveries of this calibre 
would surely have spiced up Endless 
Parade no end. Yet a critical reconsider- 
ation of a whole period involves more than 
just individual finds; it depends crucially 
upon what is programmed with what We 
are. after all supposed to be living in a post- 
modem flux in which the old notions of 
modernism and conservatism, of style and 
genre, of what makes a balanced concert 
programme even, have dissolved in a 
new relativity: 

* Thus, while some continue.to exalt the 
transcendental modernism of a Brian 
Ferneyhough. others no longer feel shy 
about confessing to an affection for a long- 
disregarded ultra-conservative such as 
Gerald Finzi t a composer we now discover 
from Stephen Banfield's searching recent 
biography, who was working from as 
carefully formulated an ideology as any 
Ferneyhough). 

Indeed, it is now possible to find 
in dividual listeners who respond to both 
composers, though to suggest that a 
Finzi-Fferneyhough concert might throw 
up some unexpected affinities, would 
doubtless still be regarded as a bit much. 
Yet the psychological shake-up that is 
almost upon us should not be under- 
estimated: within but a few months we 
shall be talking about all this stuff as music 
of the last century. 

Endless Parade: Royal Festival Halt 
0171-960 4242; Bridgewater Hall, 
Manchester. 0161-907 9000: Afaida Vale 
Studios: write to the Radio Ticket Unit, 
BBC. London WlA 4WW; Ulster Hall, 
Belfast: write to the BBC Concert Ticket 
Unit, Broadcasting House. Belfast BT2 
3HQ. All concerts broadcast on Radio 3 


ON THE AIR 

Anthony Payne 


NO ONE ever put up a start* to a critic, it 

is often said. Not unless the critic is 
something else as weft Surprisingly, for a 
series aimed at the least critical sort of 
listener; Sound Stories on Raffio 3 tois 
week chose five music critics. Hans Keller 
who appeared on Wednesday must be 
spinning in his grave. He called music 
criticism a phoney profession, though it 

may have been the profession rattier than 
the act of criticism he distrusted 

He did a good deal of itbnnself, both as 
a BBC muse producer and as an intellect- 
ual celebrity who seems to have memo- 
rised every note of Haydn's fairing quartets 

and virtually owned Schoenberg. He was 

not only the prophet df the immortals, ei- 
ther, for Britten dedicated his third string 
quartet to him. After retirement, Keller 
wrote for the late, lamented Listener, cas- 
tigating bran-tub sequences such ssMain- 
lu for Pleasure (precursor of In Tune) on 
Radio 3 while unWushin^ypraiang not just 
the programmes he approved of, but also 
their producers. Keller's real imp ortanc e, 

though, was in showing how music worked, 
and writers on the subject stiD refer to him 

12 years after his death. 

One of the first to give public lectures 
Rv piflinmg the art was the Viennese critic 
Edward Hanslick, the model for ttie nit- 
picking hide-bound Beckmesser in Wag- 
ner’s Die Meistersinger. Yet, as Donald 
Macleod pointed out in Monday's pro- 
gramme, Hansli ck wrote a generous obit- 
uary of Wagner; which is more than the 
egocentric and famously mean-spirited 
Warmer would ever have done for him. 


typal poison-pen critic, opposing anything 
progressive. His silliest oritidsms wore lev- 
elled at Tfehatovsky whose Violin Concerto 
“stank", he wrote, and who would have re- 
written the five-in-a-bar waltz in the Rathd- 
tique Symphony in a more regular metre. 
Yet Hanslick ran hardly be blamed for find 1 
ing some of Richard Strauss’s earlier 
music exaggerated and tasteless - many 
still think that - and he became opposed 
to Wagner only as the latter developed the 
idea of seamless muse drama, dissolving 
the old formal divisions in opera. 


Wagner’s music was still contentious 
durin g Debussy's periodic stints of music 
criticism, outlined on Tuesday. Whereas 
Beethoven’s writing for the orchestra was 
black and white, allowing for the most 
interesting gradations of grey in between 
(he wrote), Wagner’s was a sort ofmulti- 
co loured putty that obscured the individ- 
ual character of instruments, so that it 
became hard to tell strings from trom- 
bones. Which sounds very much like a 
question of taste - you could just as well 
praise Wagner for wonderful blending. 

Debussy inveighed against pale French 
imitations of Wagner precisely because he 
fought so hard not to become one himself 
For him, Wagner was an artistic father- 
figure who had to be, if not buried, then 
at least superseded. And while never 
admitting any influence from Wagneq he 
had no hesitation in telling someone about 
to see Mussorgsky’s Boris Godunov that 
the whole of fas own PeUeas was there. 

Mussorgsky was one of Debussy's 
great causes, not least because he was 


hardly known, even in Russia, and Debussy 


- always the iconoclast - likened him to 
“an inquisitive savage who discovers 
music for the first time". As criticism - 
heightening our awareness or pinpointing 
what we may already have felt- that is bril- 
liant. But stffl more thriving is the fact that 
Debussy, one of the determining forces of 
music's last hundred years, said it, and so 
revealed something of himself. 
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present the first solo album from three-time Tony Award winner 

AUDRA MCDONALD. 
WAY BACK TO PARADISE 

a collection of songs by the new generation 
of American theatre composers 
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Out Now 

“Cabaret's hottest standard-bearer" 

-V"-; " interview 

"There is no finer singer on Broadway than McDonald.... 

Way Bade to Paradise is guaranteed to make intelligent theatre-music 
fans prick up their ears" 

• TIME 

available from all good record stores 

Marketed & distributed by Q Warner Classics UK. 

58 Kensington Church Street. London, WB 4EP. A division of Warner Music. A Time Warner Company. 
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o new CD box-sets celebrate the work of legendary Romanian conductor Serg iu Celibidache 

unich’s mystic maestro 



SERGIU CELIBIDACHE, the 
Romanian-born conductor who 
died in 1996 at the age of 84 and 
who for most of his life refused 
to make records, is now the 
subject of two massive com- 
pact-disc retrospectives. And 
the paradoxes don’t end there. 
Christian Gansch. the produc- 
er is central to both projects - 
as mastermind of Deutsche 
Grammophon's 60-CD “Celi- 
bidache Edition", and as leader 
of the Munich Philharmonic’s 
second violin section on a sim- 
ilar edition for EMI. Gansch, 
who has produced key DG 
recordings by pianist- conduc- 
tor Mikhail Pletnev. conductor 
James Levine and many other 
celebrated musicians, played 
under “Celi" »as Celibidache 
was popularly known) in Mu- 
nich from 1981 to 1990. By then. 
Munich's mystic maestro was 
slowing repertory master- 
works into infinity, lengthe ning 
the playing time of a 60-minute 
symphony fry an average 15 
minutes or more. 

Cell was always poised at 
the centre .of controversy, 
adored by some, intensely dis- 
liked by others. He had been 
thrown into prominence in 
post-war Germany at the helm 
of the Berlin Philharmonic, 
pending the de-Nazification of 
Wilhelm Furtwangler. There- 
after; he held various positions, 
angered or inspired orchestras 
with his demands for extra re- 
hearsal time and later vented 
his resentment at not being ' 
chosen to succeed RirtwSngler 
in Berlin. His tenure as General 
Music Director at Munich last- 


ed from 1979 until his death. 

Accordihg to Gansch. he 
would regularly tell the “ladles 
and gentlemen of the Munich 
Philharmonic” that they were 
much better than their Berlin 
counterparts. Some critics will 
have agreed with him. EMI 
have chronicled Cell’s re- 
markable Munich sojourn in 
three boxed sets, one of mixed 
repertory, another devoted to 
Cell's beloved Bruckner and a 
third (forthcoming) of Brahms 
and Beethoven. 

Gansch prefers to focus on 
an earlier period in Celi's ca- 
reer. “The earlier perfor- 
mances have more energy and 
more rhythmic thrust," he said 
to me in Munich recently, "and 
i think that approach works 
better. Sometimes the slower 
speeds make concentrating 
more difficult, and then it is not 
always easy to enter Celi’s 
unique sound- world." 

Brahms’s four symphonies 
are first on the agenda. The 
cycle was recorded with the 
Stuttgart Radio Symphony Or- 
chestra between 1*974 and 1076, 
but discerning Celi-fanciers 
might prefer to wait until EMI 
launch their Munich alterna- 
tives (in a month or so), then 
weigh the relative virtues of 
both sets. On the evidence of 
Brahms's First Symphony, 
DG’s Stuttgart Brahms cycle is 
a stunnecAnother DG set - due 
for release in late spring/early 
summer - will include orches- 
tral works by Richard Strauss, 
including Ein Heldcnleben, or 
A Hero's Life. ‘"Cell conducted 
Ein Retderdeben very often". 



Sergiu Celibidache 


Gansch recalled. “ and it was 
always a huge, fantastic epic. 
When it was oven you felt as if 
you had journeyed through an 
entire cosmos fall of characters 
and emotions." 

Celi’s only son loan is keen 
that DG and EMI offer defini- 
tive alternatives to the many 
poor-quality “pirate" CDs of his 
father’s live .^rformances. Al- 
though the mature Celibidache 
fought shy of recording the 
had made a handful of records 
just after the war), he did agree 
to have his Munich perfor- 
mances released on video and 
laserdisc Why? “He told me 
tiiat it was because people who 
look at videos don’t listen to the 
music. ’So I don't care about the 
quality'," said Gansch. 


AP 

His relationship with Cell 
started inauspiciously. On one 
occasion, during his “trial with 
the Munich Philharmonic, the 
keen young violinist was plav- 
ing on tour in Napoli when Celi 
suddenly screamed his name. 
“‘Gansch!’ be roared, 'don’t 
play like that I want less bow!’ 
I was completely shocked, and 
so was the orchestra. During 
the interval, I went to the or- 
chestral manager and said that 
as from that moment my posi- 
tion in the orchestra would be 
free. I would not agree to play 
under such circumstances, so 
I went home. 

"Fbur weeks later, during a 
Munich rehearsal, Celi came 

up to me with tears in his eyes 
He put his arms around me and 


asked me what had been going 
on. *You know Maestro,' I said, 
“if you behave like that during 
concerts, I cannot play.' 
He was obviously taken ahar-h- 
‘But I didn't mean it like that,’ 
he said. And from then on, 
our relationship improved 
significantly." 

Other Cdibidachean foibles 
included a marked dislike for 
individualism within the or- 
chestral community and an 
occasional tendency to “get 
perronal". He also had great in- 
tegrity and respected the views 
of those who disagreed with 
him, even if he reacted un- 
favourably at the time. 

Celibidache inspired great 
loyalty. When Christian Gansch 
[eft the orchestra to work for 
Deutsche Grammophon, Celi 
was both angry and disap- 
pointed. A little latex; when the 
newly installed record pro- 
ducer tried to coerce him into 
recording, he once again de- 
clined the offer. 

"Now that he’s dead," says 

Gansch wistfully, “l ean imag- 
ine him sitting in Heaven and 
saymg. ’because you left me, as 
punishment you must sit down 
pid listen to all the Celibidache 
“ t * < v worldr Profits for 
S DG “d EMI editions 
will be donated to educational 
and humanitarian causes. 

SWR 
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r Beyond Silence (I2v 
Director: Caroline Link • 

Starring: Sytvie Testud, Howie Seago 
Caroline Link’s fine domestic drama (Oscar- 
nominated in 1997) revolves around the dynamics 
of die uncommon Ge rman household headed by 
able-bodied Lara (played by Taftana Trieb as a 
child, Sylvie Testud as an adult), who acts as a 
representative for her deaf mum and dad 
(HknmanueDe Laborit, Howie Seago). Uoshowy 
acting and a keen eye for the telling detail help 
keep the sentiment at bay. 

West End : ABC Swiss Centre 

Blast from the Past (12) 

Director Hugh Wilson 

Starring: Brendan Fraser, Alicia Sitverstone, Sissy 
Spacek, Christopher Walken 
Less a blast than a faint pop, Hugh Wilson’s 
workmanlike Cold War satire sees Brendan 
Fraser’s last American man (called Adam, 
natch) emerging from the nuclear bunker his 
g parents (Christopher Walken, Sissy Spacek) 
T holed up in during the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
IhHible Is. of course, that the Bomb didn't get 
dropped, and California is still there (albeit In 
radically altered form). So off goes bewildered 
Adam through this brave new world, soon 
finding a sassy Eve in Alicia SOverstone’s 
knowing Valley Girl as a decent set-up 
nosedives into brash predictability. 

West End: Virgin Trocadero. And local 
cinemas 

The flight of the Hunter (12) 

Director: Charles Laughton 
Starring: Robert Mitchum 
Conceived by its creator as “a nightmarish sort 
of Mother Goose tale", Charles Laughton’s 1955 
drama (his only stab at directing) proved 
altogether too rich and strange a brew for the 
neat, Formica tastes of McCarthy-era USA. 
Now an acknowledged classic. The Night qf the 
Hunter hinges on the legendary bit of screen 
villainy from Robert Mitchum as the tale's 
murderous preacher; LOVE and HATE 
tattooed across his knuckles, and chasing two 
imperilled orphans (Bflty Chapin, Jane Bruce) 
into the arms of Lillian Gish's saintly fairy- 
godmother What mi ght have been a run-of-the- 
mill thriller is conjured into the realms of 
fantasy by Laughton’s skewed child’s-eye 
Wision, his Old Testament bombast and a ripe 
* storybook style best evidenced in the kids’ 
otherworldly trip downriver This is a haunting, 
whoUy.^cu®jeThing; a mescal lullaby sung over 
an empty crib. 

West End; Cvrzon Soho, Repertory: The 
Pullman Everyman 


Plunkett and Macfeane (15) 

Director: Jake Scott 

Starring: Robert Carlyle. Jonny Lee Miller 
Plunkett and Madeane (Carlyle and Lee 
Miller) are rakish Dick TUrpins cutting a dash 
through 18th-century sodety. They rob the rich 
and keep the loot Plunkett packs a pistol and 
scowls a lot. Madeane romances a shapely 
debutante (Liv Tyler). Their adventures come 
choreographed to a thrumming techno beat 
And yet beneath all the powder; the hills, the 
ruffles and (he wigs, Plunkett and Madeane is 
a pretty plain-looking customer shuffling along 
on a puny prop of a plotline that gets 
increasingly bent out of shape. As a substitute, 
director Jake (son of Ridley) offers noise, 
colour and virtuouso pop-promo visuals, while 
l eaning heavily on the winning chemis try 
between his two stars (re-united from 
Trainspotting). Ultimately it’s Cariyle and Lee 
Miller that keep it palatable 

End ABC Tottenham Court Road Clapham 
Picture House, Netting Hid Coronet, Odeon 
Camden Ibum, Odeon Kensington. Odeon 
Leicester Square, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema. UC1 Whiteleys, 
Virgin Pudum Road. And local cinemas 

Tea with Mussolini (PG) 

Director: Franco Zeffirelli 

Starring: Maggie Smith. Joan Plowright, Judi 

Dench, Cher 

Zeffirelli's dearly been at the Chianti again. His 
Tea with. Mussolini is a typically squiffy and 
loquacious affair ambling around the houses 
during its tale of three dotty Brits (Maggie 
Smith, Judi Dench, Joan Plowright) adrift in 
Mussohni-era Tuscany One senses that some- 
place deep down in his consciousness, Zef has 
some points to make about fasrimy and about 
the contrast between British fortitude and 
Y anke e grit (represented by Cher's vital 
American vamp). But just as he seems to be 
nearing some thematic breakthrough. Tea With 
Mussolini turns all syrupy again The scenery 
slips into a golden haze. The dialogue turns 
shirred and drippiiy incontinent The acting 
goes off into a series of mannered tics: the 
starts, twitches and adjustments of a body 
already half-asleep. 

West End: Barbican Screen, Empire Leicester 
Square, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Swiss Cot- 
tage, UCI Whiteleys. Local : Edmonton Lee 
Valley UCI 12, Hampstead ABC, Richmond 
Odeon Studio, Streatfiam ABC. Sutton UCI 6. 
UCI Surrey Quays 


Xan Brooks 


GENERAL RELEASE 
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AFFLICTION (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End: ABC Piccadilly 

AMERICAN HISTORY X (18) 

A liberal essay on right-wing fanaticism, this 
nonetheless indulges in some dubious Nazi due 
asitchartstbemoralslideaiidconverskmrfabhie- 
caHar racist (Edward Norton). Wfest End: Clapham 
Picture House, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kerismgtan,OdemSwissC(ttage,RitzyCirierna, 
UC 2 Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Htqpnar- 
kcLWarrierVWogeWedBh^Artaloadcmemas 

APRILE (12) 

AprUe freewheels through three years in Italian 
politics. Impossible to pigeonhole, with its 


tro 


1 that’s both ridiculous and charming. West End- 
Metro, Renoir 

AN AUTUMN TALE 
(CONTE D’AUTOMNE) (ID 

The final part of Eric Rohmer’s Tales of the Four 
Seasons is at once airily elegiac and as warm as 
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throu^i aK manner of hoops as her friends try to 

set her up with eligible men. Wfest End Barbi&m 
Screen, Chelsea Cinema, Cvrzon Soto, Renoir. 
Repertory: Phoenix Cinema 

ARLINGTON ROAD 05) 

Mark Fellingtotfs paranoia thriller sees Jeff 
Bridges’ edi^e professor becoming suspicious 
about his “respectable” neighbour Clim Robbins). 
Pdfingtan is bfe on skewed camera angles, yet rings 
too fewchangesin his film's fanuliar territory West 
.End: ABC Shaftesbury Avenue, Odeon Swiss 
W Cottage, Plaza, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, 
Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village West End 
And local cmernas 

CENTRAL STATION 05) 

A road-movie of sorts. Central Station trails 
Fernanda Montenegro's retired sebodmarm and 




• -• - . -* 


the boy’s missing fathec West End- Cvrzon 
Mayfair, Renoir, Ri tzy Cinema, ScreenonBdker 
Street Repertory: Wdermans Arts Centre 

FESTEN (THE CELEBRATION) U5) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. West 
End ABC Ponton Street, Cunson Soho - 

GODS AND MONSTERS (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above, flfest 
End ABC Tottenham Court Road, Clapham 
Picture House, Cvrzon Soho, Gate Netting Hitt, 
Screen on the Hill Virgin Fulham Road. 
V Local: New Stratford Picture House 

$ 

UFE IS BEAUTIFUL (IA VITAE BELLA) (PG) 
In Roberto Benignfs Oscar-winning comedy, the 
writer-director takes centre stage as a downing 

Jewish bookseller in fascist Italy Sent to adeath- 

camp, he strives to convince his son that it’s all 
no more than an eccentric game. West End ABC 
Swiss Centre, Empire Leicester Square, Cvrzon 

Mmema,Od^KensingtoT^VdeonMezzanine, 

Ritzy Cinema, Screen an Baker Street, Screen 


on the Green, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea. 
Virgin HaymarkeL Repertory: Phoenix Cinema. 
And local cinemas 

MIGHTY JOE (PG) 

Disposable Disney fluff - King Kong with a smile 
- with a ready charm that's hard to dislike. West 
End Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch. 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West End UCI 
Whiteleys, \5rgin Chelsea. And local cinemas 

PAYBACK (18) 

Rumbling revenge thriller that sends its double- 
crossed-and-left-fordead anti-hero (Mel Gibson* 
on a mission to retrieve the money he’s owned and 
get even into the bargain. West End: ABC 
Tbttenham Court Road, Odeon Camden Town. 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage. UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Fulham 
Road, Virgin Trocadero. Warner VUlage West End. 
And local cinemas 

PLEASANTV1LLE (12) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. West 
End0deonCamden7bwn.0deonSiDi$sCottage. 
Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, Virgin Haymarket, Warner 
VSLage West End. And local cinemas 

THE RUGRATS MOVIE (U) 

Oven the small-screen success of the ’rats (cartoon 
toddlers), a feature-length foray was always in the 
offing. Neatty timed for the Easter hols. West End: 

Odeon Marble Arch, Plaza. Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End And local cinemas 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. West 
End: Empire Leicester Square, Odeon Kensing- 
ton , Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham 
Road, Virgin Trocadero. Arid local cinemas 

THE THIN RED LINE (15) 

Terrence Mahck’s long-awaited return to the 
(fr^ctc^sd^isafeibulous,fever-stnuiwarfilm- 
A cast of familiar faces all play a determined 
second fiddle to The Thin Red Linds creeping 
narcotic mood. West End- Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Mezzanine, UClWhitdeys,VirgmFuIham 
Road, Wrgwi Hajjmariset. And focal cinemas 

THIS YEAR’S LOVE (18) 

A cast of Britain’s finest (Kathy Burke. Ian 
Hart, Douglas Henshall et al) weave to and fro 
throu gh David Kane’s Camden-set essay on 
urban romance. West End: Odeon Camden 
Ibwn, Odeon Haymarket, Ritzy Cinema. 
And local cinemas 

WAKING NED (PG) 

Good news: Ned, a salt-of-th e-earth resident of 
Thltymore has won the lottery Bad sews: Ned is 
dead. Cue a rattle-bag of cnmedic misadventures 
as two local scallywags scheme to get tbeir paws 
on the loot. West End Clapham Picture House. 
Odeon Camden Tbwn, Odeon Kensington. Odeon 
Marble Arch, OdeonSwiss Cottage, Odeon West 
End, Ritzy Cinema, Virgin Chelsea. Repertory: 
Watermans Arts Centre. And local cinemas 


THE INDEPENDENT RECOMMENDS 


THE FIVE BEST FILMS 

Gods and Monsters (1 5) 

A droll speculation on the last days of 1950s horror 
auieur James Whale (Ian McKellen), who is magnetised 
by the form of his gardener (Brendan Fraser l, Director 
Bfll Condon won an Oscar for . Best Adapted Screenplay. 


The Five Best Plays The Five Best shows 



Pleasantvilie (12) 

Two Nineties teenagers are 
“sucked” into the world of a 
favourite Fifties sitcom and begin to 
exert a dramatic influence on its 
conformist black-and-white idyll. A 
witty parable about prejudice and 
change (right). 


Festen (1 5) 

D anish director Thomas Vtnlerberg's superlative black 
comedy centres on the 60th birthday of a family 
patriarch who finds himself at the heart of dark secrets 
that unexpectedly emerge. 

Affliction (15) 

Paul Schraders bleak. Oscar-winning study in father- 
hood and fatalism stars Nick NoJte as a man struggling 
to escape the influence of his violent dad - James 
Coburn (Best Supporting Actor). 

Shakespeare in Love (15) 

This enjoyable, Oscar-laden historical romp suggests how 
romance fired Shakespeare with the creative inspiration 
for Romeo and Juliet. Joseph Fienries and Gwyneth 
Paltrow (Best Actress) bead an impressive cast. 

ANTHONY QUINN 


Good 

(Donmar Warehouse) 

Starring diaries Dance. CP Tafyor’s play about 
accommodations with conscience is revived in an 
immaculate and sensitive production by Michael 
Grandagc. To 22 May 

Gross Indecency 

(Gielgud Theatre, London) 

The artfully fractured form of Moises Kaufman’s 
compelling play about Oscar Wilde manages to present 
the writer - man and symbol - in all his complex 
contradictoriness. Booking to 5 Jim 

The Lace Middle Classes 

(Palace Theatre. Watford) 

lire fruitful collaboration between Simon Gray and 
Harold Pinter continues with the latter's production of 
Gray's dark comedy, set in Fifties England. To 10 Apr 

Volpone 

(Swan Theatre. Stratford) 

Comedies don't come any funnier or more astringent 
than Ben Jonson's brilliant dissection of avaricious, 
over-reaching egotism. To 9 Oct 


Troilus and Cressida 

(Olivier, NT. London) 

This play and this theatre are made 
for each other, a fact proved by the 
masterly sw eep of Trevor Nunn s 
production [right). To 19 May 




Paul Taylor 


Jackson Pollock 

(Tate Gallery) 

Big, revelatory retrospective 
{right) for the wild hero of 
Abstract Expressionism (going on 
Old Master), legendary for bis 
great drip paintings, but virtually 
unknown here for 40 years. 

To 6 Jun 


Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 

Some of the smartest, most intense portraiture ever. 
Men as icons of power; women as exquisite melanges of 
flesh and fabric. To 25 Apr 

Henri Michaux (Whitechapel Gallery ) 

He travelled. He wrote. He look drugs. And, inspired by 
grief and mescalin, be created amazing, wobbly bobbty 
wibbly scribbly fine-grain line drawings. To 25 Apr 

Andreas Gursky 

(Dean Gallery, Edinburgh) 

Photographs 1994-98: huge, panoramic, high-finish, 
micro-detailed, digitally-manipulated images of our 
world - stock-exchange floor, cityscape, hotel foyer. 
Vistas of more than the eye can see. To 16 May 

Aubrey Beardsley 

(Walker Art Gallery. Liverpool) 

The short and brilliant career of the 1890s aesthete and 
illustrator, with his masterful blacks and whites and his 
uniquely sinuous, florid line. To 11 Apr 

Tom Lubbock 


Cinema 

West End 

ABC PANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) ^ Piccadilly 
Circus The 39 Steps (1935 
Version) 1.25pm. 3 30pm. 

6.10pm. 8.45pm Elizabeth 

2.15pm. 5.15pm. 8.10pm Festen 
1.15pm. 3.40pm. 6pm. 8.35pm 
Hilary and Jackie 2 25pm. 
5.25pm. &.20pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-437 3561} e Piccadilly 
Circus Affliction 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm Your Friends and 
Neighbors 1.35pm. 355pm. 

6.15pm. 3.35pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(OS 70-902 0402) -e- Leicester 
Square. Tottenham Court Road 
Arlington Road 1.05pm. 3.25pm 
5.45pm. 8.40pm Elizabeth 

1 ,40pm. 5 1 5pm. fi 20pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) e Leicesrer 
Square Piccadilly Grcus Beyond 
Silence 1.40pm. 4i0pm. 
6.30pm. 6.50pm Hideous Kinky 
1.50pm. 4.05pm. 6 15pm. 

8.35pm La Vita e Bella 1 20pm. 
3.45pm. 6 10pm. B.40pm La Vie 
Revee des Anges (The Dream 
Life of Angels) 1.45pm. 4.05pm. 
6.25pm. 3.40pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 04141 •©■ Tottenham 
Court Road Gods and Monsters 
1.10pm. 3.50pm. 5.55pm 

9.25pm Payback 1 45pm. 
4.10pm. 6.35pm. 9.10pm 

Plunkett and Madeane 1 25pm 
4pm. 6.45pm. 9.35pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 889 Ii «• Barbican 
An Autumn Tale 3pm. 6.15pm. 
8.40pm Tea with Mussolini 3pm, 
6.15pm. 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) «• Sloane 

Square An Autumn Tble (Conte 
d’Automne) 7.35pm. 3 55pm. 

6.25pm. 8.45pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) O Clapham 
Common American History X 

I. 45pm. 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 

9.1 Opm A Bug's Life 1.30pm 
Gods and Monsters 2.30pm. 
4.45pm. 7pm. 9.20pm Plunkett 
and Madeane 2pm. 4.20pm. 
6.50pm. 9pm VUaking Ned 
3.30pm. 5 30pm. 7 30pm. 

9.30pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) ■& Green Parj- 
Central Station (Central do 
Brasil) 1.30pm. 3.45pm. 

6.15pm. 8.45pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) & Hyde Park 
Comer/Kmghtsbridge La Vita e 
Bella 3pm. 6 30pm. 8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

10171-734 2255 (12noon-6pm)j 
■O Leicester Squar&Tottenham 
Court Road An Autumn Tale 
(Conte d'Automne) 2pm. 
4.45pm. 7pm. 9.15pm Festen 
(The Celebration) 3pm. S.30pm 
Gods and Monsters 7 15pm. 
4.30pm, 6.45pm. 9pm Night, of 
The Hunter 1 pm. 5.1 5pm, 
7.15pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-883990) © Leicester 

Square Jaanam Samjha Karo 

II. 45pm La Vita e Bella 

1 1.45am. 2.30pm. 5.30pm, 

8.15pm. 11.15pm Shakespeare 
In Love 12noon. 2 45pm. 
5.45pm. 8.30pm. 1 1 .30pm Tea 
with Mussolini 12.15pm. 3pm. 
6pm. 8.45pm 

GATE NOTT1NG HILL 

(0171-727 4043) e Netting HtU 
Gate Frankenstein (1931 
Version) 11.15pm Gods and 
Monsters 2pm, 4.20pm. 6.40pm. 
9pm (+ Short. Grandpa) 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) Piccadilly 
Grcus/leicester Square Aprile 
3pm. 5pm. 7pm, 9pm Elizabeth 
1pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 8. 30pm 

WOTTING HILL CORONET 

{0171-727 6705) O Nortmg Hill 
Gate Plunkett and Madeane 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 


ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(03705-050007) O Camden Town 
American History X 12.15pm. 
2.55pm. 5 40pm. 8.25pm. 

11.25pm A Bug's Life 11.55am. 

1 55pm Payback 1 1 .45am. 

2.10pm. 4.25pm. 6.40pm. 

8.50pm. 11.25pm Plunkett and 
Macleane 11.50am. 2 05pm. 

4 20pm. 6.35pm. 8.55pm. 

1130pm This Year’s Love 
3.45pm. 6.10pm. 8 45pm. 

11.15pm Waking Ned 12 15pm. 

2 20pm. 4.35pm. 6 45pm. 

9pm 11 35pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

{03705-050007 ) €r Piccadilly 
Circus This Year’s Love 1.15pm. 
3.40pm. 6J5pm. 8 45pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

108705-05000?) © High Sneer 
Kensington American History X 
6 30pm. 9 20pm. 1 2 05am A 

Bug's Life 1pm La Vita e Bella 

3 50pm. 6.35pm & 20pm 

12 05am Mighty Joe I 05pm. 
3.50pm Payback 2 05pm. 

4 40pm. 7 1 Spm 5 50pm 

12 ?5am Plunkett and Madeane 
2pm. 4.30pm. 6 55pm. 9 25pm. 
1 2 05am Shakespeare in Love 
6.40pm 9 lOpm Tea with 

Mussolini 1 1 35am. 2 20pm. 

5.10pm. 8pm. 12 05am Waking 
Ned 2 35pm. 4 55pm. 7.15pm. 
9 35pm. 1 1 55pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-0500071 e Lekesrei 
Square Plunkett and Macleane 
1 40pm 4pm 6 25pm. 
8 50pm. 1 1 1 5pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

| <78705-050007) e MarMe Arch A 
Bug's Life 12 50pm Enemy of 
The State 11 35pm Mighty Joe 
12 20pm 3 20pm Payback 

1 1 Spm. 3 45pm 6 30pm 

9.10pm 11 55pm Plunkett and 
Madeane l 20pm. 3 50pm. 

6 20pm 9 05pm. 1 2midniglit Th 
Rugracs Movie 12 10pm 2 15p: 
4.20pm 0 75pm Shakespeare 
Love 6 20pm 9 U5pm. 1 1 45p, 
The Thin Red Line 8 10p 
1 1 35pm Waking Ned 3 25pm. 1 
6 25pm. 8 5 Opm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(OS 705-05000 71 •& I 

Square A Bug's Life 1 2 20pm. 

2 25pm. 4 30pm. 0 35|im. 

8 45pm Elizabeth 12 35pm. 

3 05pm. 5 35pm. 8.20pm La Vita 
e Bella 12 45pm. 3 20pm 6pm 
8 40pm Lock. Stock 6 Two 
Smoking Barrels 1 25pm. 

3 55pm. 6 20pm 8 45pm 

The Thin Red Line 17 55pm. 

4 1 Spm, 7 40pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007, O S.-iiss 
Cottage American History X 
3pm, 8 20pm Arlington Road 
12.30pm. 5 35pm A Bug’s Life 

1 30pm Mighty Joe 12 40pm. 

3 20pm Payback 3 45pm 

6.15pm. 8. 4 Spm Plunkett and 
Macleane 1 15pm. 3.45pm. 

6 1 5pm. 8 50pm Shakespeare in 
Love 5.45 pm 8 25pm Tea with 
Mussolini 12 30pm. 3 1 0pm. 

5.50pm. 8 30pm Waking Ned 
12.20pm. 2 30pm 4 35pm 

6 45pm. 3.55pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) O I ek ester 
Square Little Voice 8 55 pm 
Mighty Joe 12.55pm. 3 25pm, 
6pm Waking Ned I A^pm. 
4.05pm. 6.35pm 9pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

10171-494 4153) © PKcadillv 
Circus Blue Planet 12 35pm 
Everest 4.45pm. 9 05pm L5 - 
The First City in Space (3-D) 

2 40pm. 7pm T-Reit: Back to the 

Cretaceous (3-D) 1 1 J0.«m. 
1 35pm. 3 40pm 5 50) -rn 

8pm. 10.10pm 

PLAZA 

1 0990-8889901 © Pn.-.iJrHv 

Circus Arlington Road 12 30pm. 
3.15pm, 6pm. 8 45pm Patch 
Adams 9pm Pleasantvilie 
1? 15pm, 3 pm. 6 45pm. 

8.30pm The Rugrats Movie 
I2nc«.»n. 2pm. 4pm. 6 30pm 
Saving Private Ryan 12 15pm 

4 1 5pm. 7 45pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 84021 © RusSrll 

Square Aprile 4 40(>m. 9pm An 
Autumn Tale iConte d’Automne) 

1 35pm 3 55pm. 6 75pm. 

8.45pm Central Station (Central 
do Brasil) 1 2 Opm. 6 *i0pfl' 



RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229] BR/© Brixton 
American History X 2pm. 4 30pm. 
7.05pm, 9.30pm. 12midnight 

Beloved 1 0.50pm Central Station 

1 10pm. 6pm La Vita e Bella 

3.30pm. 8.15pm Live Flesh 1pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 12.10pm. 
2.25pm. 4.45pm. 7.05pm. 

9.20pm. 1 1 ,40pm (+Short: 

Anthrakatis) The Rugrats Movie 
1 2. 45pm. 2 35pm. 4.25pm. 

6 1 5pm Shakespeare in Love 
9 15pm. 1145pm This Year’s 
Love 1 1 1 5pm Waking Ned 3pm. 
5pm. 7pm. 9pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) -a Baker Street 
Central Station 3.50pm. 6.20pm. 
8.45pm La Vita e Bella 3.40pm. 
6 I Opm. S.35pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(01 71-226 3520) Angel. 

Highbury 0 Islington La Vita e 
Bella 3.20pm. 6pm. 6.35pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 33661 «■ Belsize Park 
Gods and Monsters 2.15pm. 
4 25pm. 6.40pm. 3 55pm 

UCI WHITELEYS 

(0870-603 4567i e- Bayswater 
American History X 6 50pm. 
9 35 pm Arlington Road 5 50pm. 
9pm A Bug's Life 10 45am. 1pm 
La Vita e Bella 12 15pm. 
3 10pm. 6pm. S 5C'pm Madeline 
11am Mighty Joe 12.30pm. 

3 20pm Payback 1 .30pm. 

4.10pm. 7.20pm. 9.45pm 

Plunkett and Macleane 1 1.30am. 

2 10pm 4 30pm. 7 pm. 9 25pm 
The Rugrats Movie 1 40pm. 
4pm 6 10pm Shakespeare in 
Love :• 20pm. 6 30pm, 9 15pm 
Tea with Mussolini 1 2.45pm. 

3 ?0pm. 6 2 opm. 9 10pm The 
“ in Red Line 8.40pm 

RGIN CHELSEA 

870-907 07101 -B - Sloane Sq 
erican History X 6pm. 8 45pm 
ington Road 9 15pm A Bug's 
ife 1 1 4 Clim. 1 50pm La Vita e 
ella 3 55pm. 6.30pm. 9 10pm 
7Vladeline I pm Mighty Joe 

17 ’Opm. 3 15pm The Rugrats 

Movie II 20am. 1 I Opm. 3pm. 

4 50pm. 6 90pm Waking Ned 

2 5' K>m. 4 55pm 7 1 5pm. 9 25pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(W/o-907 0711) o South 

Kensington Gods and Monsters 

1 2upm. i 40pm. 6 10pm. Spm 

Payback 1 .40pm. 4.1 Opm. 

6 40pm. 9.20pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 12 10pm. 2 30pm. 

4 snpm 7 10pm 9 30pm 

Shakespeare in Love 12 40pm. 

3 30pm. 6 I Opm. 8.50pm The 
Thin Red Line 1pm. 4 30pm. 
3 2'C'pm You've Got M@il 

2 nfipm. 5 2 Opm. 8pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 **712) o- Piccadilly 
Circus American History X 
2 20pm 6 1 5pm. 9pm La Vita e 
Bella 3 70pm. 6 05pm. 8.50pm 
The Thin Red Line 1 pm 
•i 30pm Spm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(Os 70- 90 7 07i6) o Piccadilly 
Circus Arlington Road 12 15pm. 

2 50pm. 5 30pm. 8 3i>pm Blast 
from The Past 12 15pm. 
3pm 5 50pm. 8.50pm A Bug’s 
Life l 2 05pm. 2 05 pm. 4.05pm 
A Night at The Roxbury 

6 05pm. 9 20pm Payback 

12 2' Opm. 3pm. 5 40pm. 8.40pm 
Pleasantvilie 9pm The Rugrats 
Movie 1 1 40am. 1 35pm. 

3 30pm. 5 25pm. 7 15pm 

Shakespeare in Love 1 2noon, 

2 40pm. 5 30pm. 8 20pm You've 
Got M@*il 12 10r»m. 2 5&pm. 

5 40pm. g Stipm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0 1 7 i -*<37 4343! e Leicester Sq 
American History X 12' 30pm. 
3.15pm. 6.20pm Spm i 1 45pm 
Arlington Road 12 20pm. 

3 li.ipm 6 15pm. 9 10pm. 

ll 55pm A Bug’s Life 11.50am. 

7 05pm 4 20pm Lock. Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels I? 10am 
Madeline 1 2 40pm The Opposite 
of Se* 2 40pm. 5 05pm. 7.25pm. 
•j -r5pm Payback I l.30am. lpm. 
2pn. 3 30pm. 4 30pm. 6pm. 
?pm. c 30pm. 9.30pm. 11pm. 
I2mi(lmghi The Rugracs Movie 

I 20pm. ?. 30pm. 5 20pm. 

7 20pm Urban Legend 9.25 pm. 

I I 50pm Very Bad Things 
12 I’-spni You’ve Got M^il 
1 7 50pm 1 i i ipm. 5 1 Opm. 
••• 5*"'pm 9 3'.*|.>m 1 1 iopm 


Cinema 

LONDON LOCALS 


ACTON TOWN 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) e Park Royal 
American History X 10.70pm. 
12.40am Arlington Road 7pm. 
9.50pm. 12.35am Blast from the 
ftst 1 pm. 3.30pm. 6. 1 0pm. 8.40pm. 
11.30pm A Bug's Life 12.30pm. 
2 .40pm. 5.05pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 1 2.20am Jack Frost 
12.40pm Madeline 11 am Mighty Joe 
10.50am. 1 20pm. 3.50pm. 7.10pm 
Patch Adams 10am Payback 1 -20pm. 
4.10pm. 6.40pm, 9.40pm. 1 2.30am 
Plunkett and Macleane 1 1 .40am. 
2pm. 4.20pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm. 
11.40pm The Prince oF Egypt 
11.30am The Rugrats Movie 

10 50am. 12.50pm. 2.50pm. 4.50pm. 
6.50pm Shakespeare In Love 

I. 10pm. 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9.20pm. 
12 05am The Thin Red Line8 50pm 
Urban Legend 12.15am Waking 
Ned 2.50pm. 5 10pm. 7.30pm. 
9 50pm. 1 1'midnight You've Got 
NkSil 7.20pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC 10870-902 0412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction A Bug’s Life 12.1 Opm 
Madeline 12.1 5pm. 5pm Payback 
2.20pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm Plunkett 
and Madeane 2.30pm. 7.10pm. 
9.40pm The Rugrats Movie 1 . 1 5pm. 
3.15pm. 5.15pm. 7.15pm 
Shakespeare in Love 9.10pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 15501 
BR: Bexleyhearh Arlington Road 
9.40pm. 12.10am Blast from the 
Past 12.15pm. 2.40pm. 5.10pm. 
7 . 30pm. 9.50pm. 1 2 .20am A Bug's 
Life 1 lam. 1pm. 3.05pm Jack Frost 
l lam Madeline 1 1.30pm Mighty Joe 

II. 30am. 2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm. 
9.30pm. limidnight Patch Adams 
12noon. 2.25pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm. 
9.40pm. 12midnight Payback 

I .T5pm. 3 25pm. 5.35pm. 6.50pm. 
7.50pm. 9.75pm. 10pm, 11.30pm. 
12.15am Plunkett and Madeane 
12noon. 2.25pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm. 
9.35pm. 12midmghi The Rugrats 
Movie 1 T . 1 0am. J 2. 1 Opm. 1 .05pm, 
2.10pm. 3pm. 4.10pm. Spm. 6pm. 
7.50pm Shakespeare in Love Spm. 
7 ,30pm. 9.55pm. 1 2 .1 5am Waking 
Ned 1.45pm. 3.45pm. 5.45pm. 
7 45pm. 9.45pm. 1 1 45pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-461 12781 BR: Catford. 
A Bug's Life 1 pm. 3.30pm Payback 
5.45pm. S.30pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 6 10pm. 8.40pm The 
Rugracs Movie 12. 15pm. 
2.15pm. 4.15pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: WesvEast Croydon Waking 
Ned 3.45pm. 5.45pm. 7.45pm 

FAIRFIELD HALLS (0181 -688 9291) 
BR: East Croydon Shakespeare in 
Love 7.45pm 

SAFARI (018! -688 342 2 ) BR: West 
Croydon. Aarzoo 1 0.30pm Ameri- 
can History X 1 0.40pm A 8ug’s Life 
1 2.30pm, 2.45pm Jaanam Samjha 
Karo 8pm. 11.10pm Mighty Joe 
12 20pm. 2.40pm. 5.30pm The 
Rugrats Movie lpm. 3-i0pm. 
5 40pm This Year's Love 9.10pm 
Waking Ned 5.35pm. 8.20pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (01S1-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon Arlington 
Road 9.30pm. 12midnlght Blast 
from the Past 1 2.50pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm, 1 1pm A Bug’s Life 
11.10am. 1.30pm. 3.40pm Jack 
Frost 10.40am Madeline 10.20am 
Mighty Joe 11am. 1.25pm. 3.50pm. 
6.55pm Patch Adams 9. 1 Opm Pay- 
back i.40pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm, 

1 1 30pm Plunkett and Madeane 
1 1 ,30am. 1 .50pm. 4.20pm. 7.20pm. 
9.40pm The Prince of Egypt 

II 20am The Rugrats Movie 
1 0.30am. 12. 30pm. 2.30pm. 
4.30pm. 7pm Shakespeare in Love 
5.45pm. 8.40pm. 11.20pm The 
Thin Red Line 8.50pm Urban Leg- 
end 1 1 ,40pm Waking Ned 1 pm. 
3.20pm. 5.30pm. 7.40pm. 9.50pm. 

1 1 55pm You've Got Mffcil 6 40pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) O Dagenham Hearth-jay 
American History X 9.50pm. 

1 2 20am Arlington Road 9.40pm. 
12 1 0am Blast from the Past 
12 30pm. 2.45pm. 5pm. 7.15pm. 
9.30pm. 1 1 .50pm A Bug’s Life 
10.40am. lpm. 3pm. 5 10pm Jack 
Frost 1 0. 30am Madeline 1 0 . 30am 


Mighty Joe 10.40am. 1.30pm, 
4pm. 6.30pm. 12.10am Patch 
Adams 7.20pm Payback 1 1 .30am. 
2pm, 4.30pm, 6.50pm, 9.10pm, 
1 1 ,30pm Plunkett and Madeane 
1 2 noon, 2.10pm, 4.20pm. 6.40pm, 
9pm. 12.10am The Prince of Egypt 
11am The Rugrats Movie 1 1am. 
Ipm. 3pm. 4.50pm. 6.50pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1.20pm. 4pm. 
6.40pm. 9.20pm, 12midnight Shah- 
hed-E-Mohabbat 8.50pm The Thin 
Red Line 8.40pm This Year’s Love 
12midrught Urban Legend 11pm 
Waking Ned 12.35pm. 2.30pm. 
4.30pm. 6.30pm. 8.30pm Ybu've 
Got M@ii 6.50pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
907 0719) BR/e Ealing Broadway 
A Bug’s life 1 1 .30am Mighty Joe 
1 1 ,45am. 2.1 5pm Payback 2.05pm. 
4.30pm. 6.55pm. 9.15pm Plunkett 
and Madeane 4.45pm. 7 15pm. 
9.30pm The Rugrats Movie 1 lam. 
1pm. 3pm. 5pm. 7pm Shakespeare 
in Love 8.50pm 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UC1 12 (0990-888990) 
■& Tottenham Hale American History 
X 7.20pm. 9.50pm, 12.20am Ar- 
lington Road 7.30pm. 10pm 
Beloved 8.10pm Blast from the 
Past 11.50am. 3.05pm. 5.40pm. 
8.20pm A Bug’s Ufe 10.45am. 
12.55pm. 3.20pm Enemy of the 
State 1 J .40pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 1 1 pm La Vita e Bel- 
la 5 50pm. 8.30pm Madeline 
1 1.30am. 2.05pm. 4. 10pm Mighty 
Joe 12.20pm. 3.40pm. 6.30pm A 
Night at the Roxbury 11.50pm 
Patch Adams 1 1am. 2.30pm. Spm 
Payback 12pm. 2.15pm. 4.40pm. 
7.10pm. 9.35pm. 1 2 midnight Plun- 
kett and Macleane 12.10pm. 
2.20pm. 4.30pm. 7pm. 9.20pm. 
ll.30pm The Rugrats Movie 
10.30am. 11.15am, 12.30pm. 

I. 40pm. 2.50pm. 4pm. 4.50pm. 
6.10pm. 6.40pm Shakespeare in 
Love 1pm. 3.35pm, 6.20pm. 9pm 
Tea With Mussolini ! 2.45pm. 
3.20pm. 6pm. 8.40pm The Thin Red 
Line 8.50pm Urban Legend 

II. 10pm Waking Ned 11.40am. 
2pm. 4.20pm. 6.45pm. 9.10pm, 
1 1 .20pm Ybu've Got M@ii 8. 1 Opm 

ELEPHANT 6 CASTLE 

CORONET (0171-703 4968) 
■& Elephant & Castle A Bug's Ufe 

I. 30pm Madeline 1.45pm Mighty 
Joe 1 10pm. 3.40pm. 6.10pm. 
8.30pm Payback 4.1 5pm. 6.30pm. 
8.40pm Plunkett and Madeane 
3.30pm. Spm. 8.50pm 

PELTHAM 

CINEWORLD THE MOVIES (0181 - 
867 0555) BR: Feltham Aa Ab 
Laut Chalen 2.20pm. 8.30pm. 

I I . 40pm Aarzoo 1 1 .1 Sam. 2.45pm. 
6.15pm. 9.45pm. 1 1 ,40pm Amer- 
ican History X 7.15pm. 9.40pm. 

1 2. 1 0am Arlington Road 9.20pm. 
11.40pm Blast from the Past 
11. 20am. 1.40pm. 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 
9pm A Bug's Life 1 i 1am. 1 pm. 3pm 
International Khiladl 12.40pm, 
4 . 1 0pm. 7 ,40pm. 11.1 Opm Jaanam 
Samjha Karo 1 1am, 2.30pm. 6pm, 
9.30pm. 11.30pm Jack Frost 
11.40am Kuch Kudi Hota Hai 
12.30pm. 3.50pm. 8.50pm Made- 
line 1 2.20pm Mighty Joe 1 1 -20am. 

I. 50pm. 4.30pm. 7.05pm Patch 
Adams 1 1.30am. 1.50pm. 4.20pm. 
6.50pm Payback 2pm. 4.30pm. 
6.50pm. 7.50pm, 9.10pm, 10.10pm. 

I I . 30pm . 12.20am Plunkett and 
Macleane 2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7.10pm. 
9.30pm. 11.50pm The Rugrats 
Movie 11.10am. 12noon. 1.10pm, 
2pm. 3.10pm, 4pm, 5.10pm, 6pm. 
7pm Shakespeare in Love 5pm. 
7.20pm. 9.50pm The Thin Red 
Line 9.25pm Urban Legend 
1 2 ,20am Velvet Goldmine 1 2.20am 
Waking Ned 12.10pm. 2.20pm. 
4.40pm. 7pm. 9.15pm You've Got 
M@il 1 2noon. 6pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
31 10) O Finchley Road Arlington 
Road 6. 1 Spm. 8.50pm Blast from 
the Past 11am, 1.25pm. 3.55pm. 
6.25pm. 9pm A Bug's Ufe 1 40pm. 
4pm La Vita e Bella 7.1 Opm Made- 
line 1 1 45am Mighty Joe 1 1 .1 0am. 
1.50pm. 4 30pm Payback 2pm. 
4.25pm. 7pm. 9.30pm Plunkett and 
Macleane 1.15pm. 3.40pm. 
6 05pm. 8.30pm The Rugrats 
Movie 1 1.30am. 1.30pm. 3.30pm. 
5.30pm. 7.30pm Shakespeare Jn 
Love 1pm. 3.45pm. 6.20pm. 
9. 1 0pm The Thin Red Line 9.25pm 
waking Ned 1 2.40pm. 2.55pm. 
5.15pm. 7.25pm. 9.40pm You've 
Got M@il 9.50pm 
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NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) © East Finchley Arlington 
Road 8.10pm. 1 1pm Blast from the 
Past I pm, 3.40pm, 6.20pm, 
9.10pm, 12midnight A Bug's Life 
10.30am. 1 2.50pm. 3.20pm Jack 
Frost 11.30am La Vita £ Bella 
9.40pm Madeline 10.40am Mighty 
Joe 10.35am. 1.20pm. 4pm. 7pm 
Patch Adams 5.10pm Payback 

I . 30pm. 4.10pm. 7.15pm. 9.50pm. 
12.20am Plunkett and Madeane 

I I . 20am, 1.50pm. 4 ,20pm. 6.50pm. 
9.30pm. 12.10am The Prince of 
Egypt 10.50am The Rugrats Movie 
10.30am. 12.35pm, 2.40pm, 
4.45pm. 6.40pm Shakespeare In 
Love 5.40pm. 8. 30pm The Thin Red 
Line 8.50pm Urban Legend 
1!.30pm Waking Ned 2pm, 
4.30pm. 7.10pm. 9.20pm, 12.1 0am 


HAMMERSMITH 
VIRGIN (0870-907 0718) © Ham- 
mersmith A Bug’s Life 1 2.40pm La 
Vita e Bella 6pm, 8.40pm Mighty 
Joe 12.30pm. 3.10pm Payback 
3. 1 5pm. 6.30pm. 9pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 1.10pm. 4pm. 6.20pm. 
8.50pm The Rugrats Movie 
1 1 _20am. 1 .30pm. 3.40pm. 5.50pm 
Shakespeare in Love 8.1 5pm 


HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902 041 3) © Betsize Park 
American History X 8.1 5pm A Bug's 
Life 1.10pm. 3.10pm La Vita e Bel- 
la 5.45pm, 8.30pm The Rigrats 
Movie 2pm. 4pm. 6pm Tea With Mus- 
solini 2.45pm. 5.35pm. 8.25pm 


HARROW 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) © Harrow -on- the- Hill Amer- 
ican History X 9.40pm Arlington 
Road 5.40pm. 8.40pm Blast from 
the Past 12.30pm, 3.10pm, 
5.50pm. 8.30pm. 10.10pm A Bug’s 
Life 9.50am, 12.10pm. 2.30pm. 
4.50pm Jack Frost 1 1 ,30am Made- 
line 10.10am Mighty Joe- 10am. 
12.40pm. 3.20pm, 6.40pm Patch 
Adams 9.20pm. 12.10am Payback 
10.20am. 1pm. 3.50pm. 6.30pm, 
9.30pm, 12mldnighc Plunkett and 
Madeane 12.20pm. 3pm, 6.10pm. 
9pm. 11.50pm The Prince of Egypt 
10. 50am The Rugrats Movie 
9.50am. T2noon. 2.10pm. 4.20pm, 
7.10pm Shakespeare in Love 
1.10pm. 4.10pm. 7pm. 9.50pm 
The Thin Red Line 9.10pm Urban 
Legend 11.40pm Waking Ned 
1.50pm. 4pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm. 
! 1 .30pm Vbu've Got M@il 6.50pm 


HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 050007) © Hol- 
loway Road Arlington Road 9pm 
Blast from the Past 1.45pm, 
4.30pm. 7pm, 9.20pm A Bug’s Life 
12.15pm. 12.45pm. 2.15pm. 
2.45pm. 4.1 5pm. 4.45pm, 6.1 5pm 
Madeline 12.35pm Mighty Joe 
1 . 1 0pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm Payback 
2.30pm, 4.50pm, 7.1 0pm. 9.30pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 12.30pm, 
2.40pm, 5pm, 7.20pm, 9.45pm 
The Rugrats Movie I2noon. 2pm. 
4pm, 6pm. 7.50pm Shakespeare in 
Love 6.40pm. 9.10pm 

The Thin Red Line 8. 1 5pm Waking 
Ned 1pm. 3pm. 5.10pm. 7.30pm. 
9.35pm; Mon-Thur 12 40pm. 
2.40pm, 4.50pm. 7pm. 9.10pm 
Vbu've Got M@II 9.40pm 


ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007) ©Gants 
Hill A Bug’s Life 1 .20pm Kuch Kuch 
Hota Hai 7.40pm Mighty Joe 
1 2noon, 2 .30pm. 5. 1 0pm Payback 
3.40pm, 6.15pm. 8.30pm Plunkett 
and Madeane T 2.50pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm. 8.40pm The Rugrats 
Movie 12noon. 2.10pm. 4.20pm. 
6.20pm, 8.45pm Waking Ned 
T 2.40pm. 3pm. 5.40pm. 8.50pm 


K1LBURN 

TRICYCLE CINEMA (0171-328 
1000) © Kilbum A Bug’s Life 
1.30pm. 4pm Waking Ned 4pm. 
7pm. 9.15pm 


KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-902 0409) 
BR: Kingston A Bug's Life 1 -20pm 
Payback 3.35pm. 6.T 0pm. 8.35pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 1.10pm. 
3.30pm. 6.05pm. 8.30pm The Ru- 
grats Movie 1 .40pm. 3.50pm. 6pm 
Shakespeare in Love 8.05pm 


MUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705 050007) © High- 
gate A Bug's Life 12.55pm 
La Vita £ Bella 6pm. 6.20pm 
Mighty Joe 1pm. 3.30pm Payback 
2.45pm. 4.50pm. 6.55pm. 9pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 2pm. 
4.10pm. 6.20pm. 8.40pm 


PECK HAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) 
BR: Peckham Rye American History 
X 6.45pm. 9. 1 5pm. 1 1 ,45pm Beloved 
7.30pm. 10.55pm Blast from the 
ftist 1.45pm. 4.10pm. 6.35pm. 
9.05pm. II. 30pm A Bug's Life 
12.30pm. 2.35pm How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 1 0.30pm Madeline 
1 .25pm. 3. 1 0pm. 4.55pm Mighty Joe 
12noon. 2.30pm. 5pm Payback 
4.35pm. 6.55pm. 9.10pm. 11.35pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 2.25pm. 
4.40pm. 6.50pm. 9pm. 11.15pm 
The Rugrats Movie 12.10pm. 
2.15pm. 4.20pm. 6.25pm, 8.25pm 


PUTNEY 

ABC (0870-902 0401) © Putney 
Bridge. BR: Putney A Bug's Life 
2.15pm Payback 4.45pm, 7.15pm. 
9.45pm; Mon-Thur 3.45pm. 6. 1 5pm. 
8.45pm Plunkett and Madeane 
2.30pm, 4.50pm. 7.10pm, 9.30pm 
The Rugrats Movie 2.1 5pm. 4.30pm. 
6.45pm; Mon-Thur 1.15pm. 3.30pm. 
5.45pm Shakespeare in Love 9. 1 5pm 


STREATHAM 

ABC 10870-902 0415) BR 5treatharn 
Hill Blast from the Past 2.25pm. 
6pm. 8.35pm The Rugrats Movie 
2.15pm, 4.25pm, 6.35pm Shake- 
speare m Love 8.25pm Tfea With 
Mussolini 2.30pm, 5.35pm. 8.1 5pm 


GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0131 455 4134) © Golders 
Green Payback 6. 1 0pm. 3.35pm 
The Rugrats Movie 2pm. 4pm 


GREENWICH 

GREENWICH CINEMA (0181-293 
0101} BR: Greenwich A Bug's Life 
1 1.50am. 1 ,40pm La Vita e Bella 
7pm Little voice 2.30pm Madeline 
12.45pm Mighty Joe 12noon. 
2.15pm The Opposite of Sex 
1 1.45pm Riyback 4.25pm. 6.45pm. 
9pm. 11.15pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 3.30pm. 5.30pm. 
7.30pm. 9.30pm. 1 1.30pm Shake- 
speare in Love 4.30pm. 9.15pm 


RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR'© 
Richmond Madeline I2noon Pay- 
back 2pm. 4.20pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 1.40pm. 
4.10pm. 6.50pm. 9.30pm Waking 
Ned 1.30pm. 4pm. 7pm. 9.40pm 


ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
BR/© Richmond Arlington Road 
9.30pm A Bug's Life 1 2 0pm Nflghty 
Joe 1 2.50pm. 3.20pm, 5.50pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1 pm. 3pm. 5pm. 7pm 
Shakespeare in Love 3.20pm. 
6.10pm. 9pm Tea With Mussolini 
12.50pm. 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9.10pm 
The Thin Red Line 8.20pm 


STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-907 071 7) BR: Crick- 
lewood Arlington Road 9.15pm 
Blast from the Past 1.45pm. 4.15pm. 
6.40pm, 9.15pm A Bug’s Life 
1 .20pm Mighty Joe 1 .30pm. 4. 10pm. 
6.45pm Payback 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm Plunkett and Madeane 1 .45pm. 
4pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm The Rugrats 
Movie 11.1 Sam. 1.15pm. 3.30pm. 
5.45pm Shakespeare in Love 8. 1 5pm 
Waking Ned 3.30pm, 6pm. 0.3Opm 


' i 

i l- 


WALTHAMSTOW 

WALTHAMSTOW ABC (0870-902 
0424) © Walthamstow Central A 
Bug’s Life 1 ,25pm Rrybadt 3.40pm, 
6pm. 830pm Plimkett and Madeane 
2.30pm. 5.20pm. 8.40pm The Ru- 
grats Movie 1.40pm, 3.40pm. 
530pm Shakespeare in Love 8.10pm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/© 
Wimbledon A Bug’s Ufe 12.25pm, 
2.30pm Madeline 12.10pm Mighty 
Joe 12noon. 2.15pm. 4.30pm, 
6.45pm; Mon-Thur 1235pm. 2.45pm, 
5pm Fbybadc 2 pm. 4.1 5pm. 6.30pm. 
8.50pm. 11.15pm Plunkett and 
Madeane 1 . 1 5 pm. 3.45pm. 6. 1 5pm, 
8.45pm. 11.15pm The Rugrats 
Movie 11.20am, 1.10pm. 3pm. 
4.50pm. 6.40pm Shakespeare in 
Love 8.30pm The Thin Red Line 9pm 
This Year's Love 11.20pm Waking 
Ned 4.35pm, 6.45pm. 8.55pm 


WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) © South 
Woodford A Bug's Life 1 .45pm Pay- 
back 3.55pm. 6.10pm, 8.30pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 2.40pm. 
6pm, 8.30pm The Rugrats Movie 
1 .20pm. 3.20pm. 5.20pm Shake- 
speare in Love 8. 1 0pm 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR; 
Woolwich Arsenal A Bug’s Life 
1.30pm Mighty Joe 1.10pm, 
3.40pm. 6.10pm. 8.30pm Plunkett 
and Madeane 3.30pm, 6pm. 8.50pm 


CINEMA 

Repertory 


LONDON 

1CA CINEMA The Mall. SW1 (0171- 
930 3647) The Promise (NC) 5pm. 
7pm. 9pm August In the Water 
(NC) 6.30pm. 8.45pm 


ISLAMIC CENTRE Maida Vale. W9 
(0171-604 5523) Love Stricken 
(NC) 5pm The Glazed Travel 
Agency (NC) 7.30pm 


THE LUX CINEMA Hoxcon Square, 
N1 (0171-684 0201) La Chlnoise 
(NC) 7pm British Sounds (NC) 9pm 


NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank. SEI (0171-928 3232) The 
Fountainhead (PG) 4pm Mulan (U) 
4.15pm Le Confessional (15) 
6.15pm Double indemnity (PG) 
6.20pm Snake Eyes (15) 7.30pm 
Frank Lloyd Wright (NC) 8.1 5pm 
Out of Sight (15) 8.40pm 


PHOENIX CINEMA High Road N2 
0181-444 6789 A Bug's Ufe (U) 
1 .30pm An Autumn Tale (U) 3.40pm. 
8.50pm La Vita e BeBa (PG) 6.1 0pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) Antz (PG) 
. 1 2noor? Practical Magic (12) 1.55pm 
The Truman Show (PG) 4.10pm Fear 
and Loathing in Las Vegas (18) 
6.30pm There’s Something About 
Mary (15) 9.10pm The Rocky Hor- 
ror Picture Show (15) 11.45pm 


THE PULLMAN EVERYMAN Holly 
Bush Vale. NW3 (0171-606 23451 
A Bug’s Life (U) 2.30pm Night 
of the Hunter (15) 4.30pm. 
6.40pm. 8.45pm 


WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
StreeL Brentford, Middx (0181-568 
1176} A Bug’s Life (U) 1.30pm 
Waking Ned (PG) 3.15pm. 5pm. 
9pm Central Station (15) 7pm 


Theatre 

West End 


ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Streatham Hill American History X 
4.20pm, 7pm. 9.40pm Beloved 
7.30pm A Bug's Ufe 12.40pm. 
2.40pm Madeline 12.10pm. 2pm 
Mighty Joe 12noon. 2.30pm. 5pm 
Payback 12.20pm. 2.40pm. 5pm. 
7.20pm. 9.50pm: Mon-Thur 
12.55pm. 3.35pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm 
Plunkett and Madeane 12.30pm, 
2.50pm. 5.10pm. 7.30pm. 10pm 
Waking Ned 5pm, 7 .20pm. 9.40pm 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK'S CINEMA (01273- 
602503) AprBe (12) 4. 1 5pm. 8.45pm 
There's Something About Mary 
(IS) 11.15pm 


BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (OT 17-925 3845) 
Gods and Monsters (15) 2pm. 
4pm. 6pm. 8.20pm Little Voice (15) 
6.10pm. 8.30pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
Shakespeare in Love (15) l2noon. 
7.10pm American History X (18) 
3pm. 9.30pm Much Ado About 
Nothing (PG) 5pm 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) The Mighty (PG) 6. 1 5pm 
The Philadelphia Story (U) 6. 1 5pm 
Fasten (IS) 7.30pm The Opposite 
of Sex (18) 8.30pm 


CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01 243- 
786650) The Truman Show (PG) 
1 ,30pm Central Station (IS) 4pm. 
6.30pm This Year's Love (1 8) 9pm 


NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
Shakespeare in Love (1 5) 5.30pm 
Class Trip (15) 8.15pm 54 
(15) 11.15pm 


PLYMOUTH 

PLYMOUTH ARTS CENTRE (01 752- 
206114) Shakespeare in Love (15) 
6pm. 8.30pm 


Ticket availability details are for to- 
day: times and prices for the week: 
running times Indude intervals. 
• — feats at all prices ft — Seats 
at some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — {If: Sun. |3(: Tue. [4|: 
Wed. [5|: Thur. [6J: Fri. 17): Sat 


•AMADEUS David Sucbet stars as 
Salieri in Fteter Shaffer's acclaimed 
drama Old Vic The Cut, 5E1 (0171- 
494 5372/cc 494 5372) BR/© Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4| 2.30pm. 
{7] 3pm. E7.50-E30. 180 mins. 


SURREY QUAYS 
UCI (0990 888990) © Surrey Quays 
American History X 6.50pm. 9.40pm 
Arlington Road 6.30pm. 9.10pm. 
)2midnight A Bug’s Life 11am. 
2.10pm. 4.30pm La Vita £ Bella 
8.30pm. 1 1 .10pm Madeline 1 2 noon. 
2.50pm Mighty Joe 10.45am. 
12.50pm. 3.20pm, 6pm Payback 

I. 40pm. 4.10pm. 7pm. 9.35pm. 

II. 55pm Plunkett and Madeane 
12.40pm, 3.30pm. 7.10pm. 9.25pm, 
11.40pm The Rugrats Movie 
10.30am. 11.30am. 12. 30pm. 
1.50pm. 3pm. 3.50pm. 6.10pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.10pm. 
3.40pm, 6 -2 0pm. 9pm Tea With Mus- 
solini 1 . 1 0pm. 4pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm 
The Thin Red Line 8.40pm Urban 
Legend 11 pm waking Ned 5.10pm, 
7.30pm. 10pm 


• ANIMAL CRACKERS Stage 
version of the Marr Brothers classic. 
Lyric Shaftesbury Avenue. WT 
(0171 -494 5045) © Picc Circ. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [4)J71 3pm. E9.50-E30. 


• ART Yasmina Beta's comedy about 
art and friendship. Wyndham’s Char- 
ing Cross Road. WC2 (0171-369 
1736/cc 867 1 1 1 1) © LeicSq. Tue- 
Sat 8pm. [4) 3pm. (71(11 5pm. 
E9.50-E27.50. 90 mins. 


I BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Ffeura- 
Sy musical based oa Disney's cartoon 
fairy-tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road. W1 (0171-656 1888) ©Tort 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. I4JJ7] 
2.30pm. E18.50-E35. 150 mins. 


SUTTON 

Ua 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sutton 
Arlington Road 8.30pm, 11. 15pm A 
Bug's Life 1 1 .1 Sam. 1 ,30pm Made- 
fine 1 1 am Mighty Joe 1 0.30am, 1pm. 
3.30pm fttyback 4.15pm. 7.15pm, 
9.40pm. 12.05am Plunkett and 
Madeane 12.15pm, 2.30pm. 
4.45pm. 7pm, 9-25pm. 1 1 ,55pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1 1. 30am, 1.45pm. 
4pm. 6.1 5pm Shakespeare in Love 
6.30pm. 9.1 5pm Tfea With Mussoli- 
ni 6pm. 8.45pm. 11.25pm Urban 
Legend 11.45pm Waking Ned 
11.45am. 2pm, 4.30pm. 6.45pm. 
9pm. 11.35pm 


• BLOOD BROTHERS Willy Rus- 
sell’s long-running Liverpool musical. 
Phoenix Charing Cross Road. WC2 
(0171-369 1733) © Leic Sq/Tott Ct 
Rd. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5[ 3pm. [7| 
4pm. El 1.50-E32.50. 165 mins. 


• BUDDY Musical biog-show tracing 
the brief life of Buddy Holly. Strand 
AJdwych. WC2 (0171-930 8800) 
© Covent Garden/Charing X. Tue-Thur 
8pm, Fri 5.30pm fit 8.30pm. Sat 5pm 
6 6.30pm. mats {1 J 4pm. E10-E30. 
half price Fri mats. 160 mins. 


I CATS Lloyd Webber’s musical New 
London Parker Street. WC2 (0171- 
405 0072'cc 404 4079) © Covent 
GarderVHolbom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[31[7{ 3pm. E10.50-E35. 165 mins. 


O CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad- 
way musical Adel phi Maiden Lane. 
WC2 10171-344 0055) ©Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 8pm, [4|[7[ 3pm. £16- 
£36 (inc booking fee). 130 mins. 


• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Reduced Shake- 
speare Co. fast-forwards through 37 
plays. Criterion Piccadilly Circus. W1 
(01 71-369 1 747) © Picc Circ. Wed- 
Sat 8pm. [5] 3pm. [71 5pm. [1 ] 4pm, 
E10-E25. 120 mins. 


» COPENHAGEN New drama fmm 
Michael Frayn about the discovery of 
the atom. Duchess Catherine Street. 
WC2 [01 71-494 5075/cc 344 4444) 
©Covenr Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[51 [71 2.30pm. E10-EE0. 1 45 mins. 


• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark Little stars in this comedy 
about the sexes. Apollo Shaftesbury 
Avenue, W1 (0171-494 5070) © Pltx 
Ore Mon-Thur 8pm. Fri-Sat 6pm & 
8.45pm, E5-E25. cones available. 


• DR DOUTTLE PhiSip Schofield 
talks to the a nimals London Apollo 
Hammersmith Queen Caroline StreeL 
W6 (0171-416 6022) © Hammer- 
smith. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [41(71 
2.30pm. ends 28 Aug. £12.50- 
£32.50. 150 mins. 


I GOOD Charles Dance in CP Tay- 
lor's deceptively humorous drama. 
Donmar warehouse Earlham Street. 
WC2 (0171-369 1732) ©Covent 
Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5I[7[ 
3pm, 7pm. ends 22 May. E14-E22. 
cones available. 


I GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit Sim. Cambridge Earlham 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5080) 
© Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4|(71 3pm. E10-E32.50. 150 mins. 


• GROSS INDECBKKTTE THREE 
TRIALS OF OSCAR WILDE Michael 
Pennington and William Hoyland in 
Moises Kaufinan's drama. Gielgud 
Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 (0171-494 
5065) © Pfcc Ore. Mon-Sac 7.45pm. 
[4][7[ 2.30pm. E7.50-E29.50. 


•AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Dabby's widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley’s thriDec Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (01 71 -494 
5085) © Leic 5q. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat 8.15pm. J4] 2.30pm. [7] 5pm. 
E12-E29.50. 110 mins. 


I MACBETH Starring Rufus Sewell 
and Sally Dexter Queen's Shaftes- 
bury Avenue. W1 (0171-494 
5040/cc 344 4444) © Picc Ore. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. |7| 2.30pm. ends 
5 June. E10.50-E28.50. 140 mins. 


ft MAMMA NUA! New musical abut 
a mother's reflections on her daugh- 
ter’s impending wedc&ng day. Prince 
Edward Old Compton Street. W1 
(01 7 1 -447 5400) © Leic Sq/Tott Ct 
Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5J[7] 3pm. 
E15-E35. 


ft THE MEMORY OF WATER Ali- 
son Steadman and Stella Go net star 
in this comedy about sisters return- 
ing home for their mother's funeral. 
Vaudeville Strand. WC2 (0171-836 
9987) BR © Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
[5)|7( 3pm. E8-E27.50. 120 mins. 


D LE5 MIS Eras LES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo. Palace 
Shaftesbury Avenue WT (0171-434 
0909) © Pfcc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
151(71 2.30pm. E7-E35. 195 mins 


ft MISS SAIGON Musical which re 
sets the Madam Butterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal. Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (0171- 
494 5060) © Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [4([7] 3pm. E8.50-E35. 
165 mins. 


ft THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's long running whodiumiL 
St Martin’s West Street. WC2 
(0171-836 1443) ©Leic Sq. Mon- 
Sac 8pm. [3| 2 .45pm, [7] 5pm. £10- 
£24.50. 1 35 mins. 


O SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

1970s musical featuring songs by the 
Bee Gees. London Palladium Argyll 
Street. W1 (0171-494 5020)©0.<- 
ford Circ. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. |4|(7| 
2.30pm. EI0-E32.50. 135 mins. 


• SHOCKHEADED PET ER Junk 
opera, featuring the Tiger Lillies. 
Lyric Hammersmith King Street. W6 
0 (0181-741 2311) © Hammer- 
smith. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [7| 
2.30pm. ends 10 Apr. E5-E18. 


• SLAVA'S SNOWS HOW Slava 
Priotuitoe returns to London. Pfc- 
cadlUv Denman Street. W1 {01 71 - 
369 1734) © Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. |5|[7| 2.30pm. E10-E27.50. 


ft STARLIGHT EXPRESS Hi-tech 
roller-musical. Apollo Victoria 
Wilton Road. SW1 (01 71 -41 6 6070) 
BR/© Victoria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[3j[7J 3pm. E12.50-E30. 150 mins. 


O TRUST Gary Mitchell's explosive 
drama. Royal Court Upstairs (at The 
Ambassadors) West Street. WC2 
(0171 -565 5000) © Leic Sq. Tonight 
9pm. ends Apr 3. £10. cones £5. 


ft THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama examines ideas of ghosts and 
angels. Royal Court Downstairs (at 
the Duke Of Ybrk's) St Martin's 
Lane, WC2 [0171 -565 5000) © Le- 
ic Sq/Channg X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4[[7| 3.30pm. £5-£25. 90 mins. 


ft WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernsteins classic 
musrcaL Prince of Wales Coventry 
Street. W1 (01 71-839 5987) ©Le- 


ic Sq/Picc Circ. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[5|[7] 3pm. EI8.50-E35. 160 mins. 


O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber’s new musical Ald- 
wych Aldwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6000/CC 836 2428) © Holbom. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5J[7) 3pm. £10- 
£32.50. 120 mins. 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
BCD's chilling ghost story. Fortune Rus- 
sell Street. WC2 (01 71-836 2238/cc 
344 4444) © Ccwent GarderVHolbom. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. [3J 3pm. J7| 4pm. 
EB.50-E23.50. 110 mins. 


Theatre 

Beyond The west end 


ARTS THEATRE Howard Crab- 
tree's When Pigs Fly Gay musical 
comedy poking mn at American cul- 
ture. Tue-Fri 8pm, Sat 6pm & 
8.30pm, Sun 6pm. ends 3 Apr. E20- 
£25 cones £15. Great Newport 
Street. WC2 (0171-836 3334/cc 741 
9999) © Leicester Square. 


KING’S HEAD. ISLINGTON Gob 

Jason Orange stars in this comic at- 
tack on art and culture. Tue-Sun 
8pm. mats Sat fit Sun 3.30pm. ends 
18 Apr. E12-E14. cones £9. Upper 
Street. N1 (0171-226 1916) ©An- 
gel/Highbury Si Islington. 


tYRIC STUDIO 400 Jokes with the 
Devil Tragi-comedy about one man's 
failed attempt to make an epic film 
about Mexico. Mon-Sat 8pm. mac Sat 
4pm, ends 17 Apr. £9. cones £5. 
Mon - all seats £5. King Street. W6 
(0181-741 2311) ©Hammersmith. 


(OVERSIDE STUDIOS Blood Knot 
Athol Fligard's lucid drama examines 
the issues in apartheid and racism. 
Tue-Sun 7.45pm. ends 25 Apr. E10. 
cones £6. Crisp Road. W6 (0181-237 
llllj© Hammersmith. 


THE FRIDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 2 April 1999 



ft OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stars in Rodgers and Hammerstcin's 
musicaL Lyceum Wellington Street. 
WC2 (0870-606 3446) © Charing 
X/Embankment. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4J[7| 2.30pm. ends 26 June. 
E10-E35. ISO mins. 


Z> THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
Gothic musical Her Majesty's Hay- 
market. SW1 (0171-494 5400/CC 344 
4444) ©Rcc Ore. Mon-Sat 7 45pm. 
[4]J7[ 3pm. E10-E35. 150 mins. 


TRICYCLE THEATRE Up Against 
The Wall New black musical com 
{riete with huge afros. Mon-Fri 8pm. 
Sat 8.15pm. mats Sat 4.15pm. 
30 Mar. 2pm. ends 17 Apr. £8- 
£13.50. Kilbum High Road. NW6 
(0171-328 1000) ©Kilbum. 


^ THE INFORMATION ON 

Plunkett and Madeane 


• THE PRISONER OF 5ECOND 
AVENUE Richard Dreyfuss and 
Marsha Mason star in Neil Simon's 
comedy. Theatre Royal, Haymarket 
Haymarket. SW1 (0171-930 8800) 
©Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. J4)|7) 
3pm. £10- £32. 50. 


ft RENT New York-set musical in- 
spired by La Boheme. Shaftesbury 
Shaftesbury Avenue. WC2 (07000- 
211221) © Holbom/Torr Ct Rd. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4|[7| 3pm. 
E12.50-E32.50. 160 mins. 


Theatre 

COUNTRYWIDE 


What Is It? 

The debul feature from Jake ScotL the 
33-year-old British video director who is 
now hoping to shrug oft the "son of 
Ridley' lag. It is essentially an 18th- 
centurv swashbuckler, but this lime the 
wigs, breeches and corsets have been 
updated wiih the addition of hard-hitting 
techno beats and technical wizardry as 
the eponymous dandy highwaymen 
team up lo relieve ihe aristocracy 
of ihcir riches. PJotwise. ihe 
poster line says it all: "They rob f _ 
the rich... and that's it". 


Jonny Lee Miller, reuniting 
Trainsp-ming's Begbie and Sick Boy. 
while love interest is provided in the 
form of Liv Tyler - daughter of 
Aerosmilh's Steve, srar of blockbuster 
Armageddon - sporting the now de 
rigueur British accent. Ken Stott. Michael 
Gambon. Alan Cumming and even 
Siiot>iwg Stars' George Dawes pot in 
an appearance. 




ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
OTHE BARBICAN: The Lion. The 
Witch and The Wardrobe Adrian 
Noble directs the 05 Lewis classic. 
In rep. tonight 7.1 5pm. ends 8 May. 


• THE PIT; Roberto Zucco Drama 
inspired by a wanted poster written 
by Koltes. In rep. tonight 7.15pm. 
ends 1 May. Barbican Theatre: 
E5-E26. The Pit: £1 1 -£18.50. Bar- 
bican Centre. EC2 (01 71 -638 8891) 
BR/© Barbican. 


Who's In It? 

Teeming with fashionahle 
acting talent: Plunkett 
and Macleane are 
played by Robert 
Carlisle [right) and 



What They Say About It 

-This thing stands, just about, but 
it doesn't deliver" Anthony Quinn, 
Tht~ Independent. “It's Lock, Stock 
and two eighteenth-century 
Smoking Barrels” 
Charles Gant. Heat. 
'Anachronisms rip 
huge holes in an 
already flimsy plot" 


James Christopher, The Times. “Less - 
Tom Jones for the rave generation than 
a kind oF Adam .Ant highwayman 
movie for those too young to remember 
him and his looks” Xan Brooks, The 
Big Issue. 


Where Ybu Can See It 

Opens today at cinemas nationwide. 

BEATRICE HODGKIN 


•SACRED heart IWo friends strug- 
gle to come to terms with their pasts. 
Royal Court Upstairs (at The Am- 
bassadors) West Street. WC2 (0171- 
565 5000) © Leic Sq. Mon-Sac 
7pm. ends Apr 24. E10, cones £5. 


BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL The Dispute 
Marivaux's quasi-scientific drama. 
Tue-Sar 8pm. mat Thur 4pm. ends 
3 Apr. E7.50-E14.50. cones available. 
Bond Street (01273-328488) 


EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL 


EVENTS 


BRISTOL 

ALMA TAVERN Marriage Gogol's 
comedy about a young man who has 
everything except a soulmate. Tue- 
Fri 9pm. Sat 7pm 6 9pm. ends 3 Apr. 
£4. Alma \tole Read (07020-980980) 


BATH 

THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SO- 
CIETY For Most of lr I Have No 
Words: Simon Norfolk Photographs 
from sites of :10th -century genocide. 
Mon-Sun 9 30am- 5. 30pm. ends 6 Jun. 
£2 50. cones £1 75. The Octagon Gal- 
leries. Milsom Street (01225-462341) 


LONDON 

BARBICAN HALL Gty of London 
Slnfonia/Kraemer JS Bach's St 
Matthew Passion. Today 6pm. £7- 
£25. Barbican Centre, EC2 (0171- 
638 8891) © Moorgatq/Barblcan. 


GRAVESEND 

DOLL, DOLLS HOUSE AND MINIA- 
TURES FAIR A worid m miniature for 
the avid collector Woodville Halls 
Windmill Street (01474-337459/60) 
Today 10am -4 pm. prices vary. 


HIPPODROME THEATRE Phantom 
of the Opera Andrew Lloyd Ufebbers 
huge hit musical Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
mats Wed & Sat 2.30pm. ends 
22 May. EI0-E30. cones available. Sc 
Augustmes Parade (01 1 7-929 9444J 


BRECON 

THEATR BRYOHEINIOG The Poems 
of Jules Laforgue: Patrick Caulfield 
Prints fry the Fbp Artist, based on the 
work of the French poeL Mon-Sat 
10am- 5 pm. ends 18 Apr. free Canal 
Wharf (0I874-6U622) 


ST JOHN'S. 5MITH SQUARE 
Poiyphony/Layton Joined fry Can- 
zona to Bach's St John Passion. To- 
day 2.30pm. E10-E35. Smith Square, 
SW1 (0171-222 1061) © West- 
minster. 


THEATRE ROYAL The Price Com- 
pelling drama about two estranged 
brothers, each of whom carries a 
burning truth which neither have 
dared face: now they must pay the 
price. Mon-Wed 7.30pm. Thur-Sat 
8pm. mats Thur & Sat 2.30pm. ends 
10 Apr. E3-E19. cones available. King 
Street (0117-987 7877) 


BRISTOL 

ARNOLFINI Accelerator Interna- 
tional group of contemporary artists, 
including HUarv Lloyd Ako Sasao and 
Suzy Spence. Mon-Sat 1 0am-7pm. 
Sun 12 noon -6pm. ends 5 Apr. free. 
Narrow Quay 101 17-929 9191) 


QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL Or- 
chestra of the Joyful Compa- 
ny /Broadbent Handel's Messiah 
from the Salisbury's Choir of the 
Year Tonight 7.45pm. E6.50-E19. 
South Bank Centre. SEI (0171-960 
4242) BR/© Waterloo. 


LONDON 

ILLUMINATION WORKSHOP Cre- 
ate an Easter card with a medieval 
design Museum Of London London 
Wall EC2 (0171-600 3699/0807) 
© Barbican/St. Paul’s. 2 & 3 Apr. 
12pm. 1.30pm & 2.30pm, free 
with usual admission (£5, cones £3). 


Opera 


ZIPPO’S CIRCUS Compete with 
downing, acrobatics, aerial artists 
and the beautiful Palomino horses. 
Shooters Hill SE3 (07050-121416) 
BR: Biackheath. Today 5pm & 
7.30pm, ends 13 Apr. E5.50-E12. 
child £3.50-£I0. 


CARDIFF 

NEW THEATRE Smokey Joe's Cafe 
The rock' n'njll hit-makers celebrat- 
ed to a musical revue that indudes 
"Jaitoo use Ruck'". Mrw-Thur 7.30pm. 
Fn 5.45pm & 8.45pm. Sat 3pm & 
7.30pm. ends 3 Apr £9-£2 1 . cones 
available. Fhrk Place (0 1222-878889) 


CAMBRIDGE 

KETTLE'S YARD Bob Law Influ- 
ential artist's drawings, paintings and 
sculpture. Tue-Sat 12.30pm-5 30pm. 
Sun 2pm-5.30pm. ends 25 Apr. free. 
Castle Street (01223-352124) 


HORNCHURCH 

QUEEN'S THEATRE Misery Stage 
adaptation of Stephen Kings 
notohorror story. Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 
lOApr. E8.50-EI2.50 . cchKS £5.50- 
£7.50. Billet Lane (01 708-443333) 


EXETER 

ROYAL ALBERT MEMORIAL MU- 
SEUM The Art of Hilda Carline: Mrs 
Stanley Spencer The first mqjor ex- 
hibition dedicated to the p aintings of 
Spencer s first wife. Mon-Sat 1 0am- 
5pm, ends 3 May, free. Queen 
Street (01392-265858) 


LONDON 

WILTON'S MUSIC HALL The SDver 
Lake Staging of Kurt Weill by 
R mnmh iH Opera conducted by Charles 
Haziewood Tonight 7.30pm, ends 
1 B Apr. £1 5 & £20. Grace's Alley. El 
(0171-420 0000) © Tower Hill. 


Music 

Pop 


BRIGHTON 

BIS Social Dancing album tour for 
the feisty indie popsters. Pavilion 
Theatre New Road (01273- 
709709). Tonight 8pm. £6. 


DANCE 


IPSWICH 

WOLSEY THEATRE The Glass 
Menagerie Tennessee Williams's por- 
trait of a laded Southern belle Tue-Fri 
7.45pm. Sat 8pm. mats Wed fit Sat 
2.30pm. ends 3 Apr. £5-£14. cones 
available. Civic Drive (01473-253725) 


LONDON 

HAYWARD GALLERY Patrick 
Caulfield More than 50 colourful 
paintings by the leading British 
artist Mon. Thur-Sun J0am-6pm. 
Tue Q Wed 1 0am-8pm. ends 1 1 Apr. 
£6. tones £4. family £12. Belvedere 
Road SE! (0171-960 4242) 
BR/© Wacerloo. 


CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Stomp Eight dynamic performers 
create a witty and unusual rhythmic 
symphony. 2 & 3 Apr. 4pm fit 8pm. 
£10-£22.50, cones available. 
Oak lands Park (01243-781312) 


CARDIFF 

MEAT LOAF Performing tracks 
from the current Greatest Hits 
album. May be postponed due to ill- 
ness, phone to confirm. Cardiff In- 
ternational Arena Mary Ann Street. 
Butetown (01222-224488). Tonight 
7.30pm. £25. 


NEWBURY 

WATERMILL THEATRE Dangerous 
Corner JB Priestley's thriller about 
a suicide which is not all it seems. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. ends 8 May. 
£6-£ 16.50. Bagnor (01635-46044) 


NORTHAMPTON 
THE DERNGATE Boogie Nights 
Shane Richie stars in a new 1970s 
musical. Mon-Thur 8pm, Fri A Sat 
6pm fir 9pm. ends 3 Apr. £9.50- 
£18.50. cones available. Guildhall 
Road (01604-624811) 


NATIONAL GALLERY Portraits by 
Ingres Major exhibition of paintings 
and drawings by the 19th century 
FYench artist Mon. Tue. Thur-Sun 
10am-6pm. Wed 10am- 10pm. 
ends 25 Apr. £6, cones £4. Wed £4 
7 pm- 10pm. 

Rogier Van Der Weyden in the Na- 
tional Gallery Paintings fry the 15th- 
century Dutch artisL Mon. Tue. 
Thur-Sun l0am-6pm. Wed 10am- 
9pm. ends 4 iul. free. Trafalgar 
Square WC2 (0171-747 2885) 
© Charing Cross/Leicester Square. 


LONDON 

PLACE THEATRE Aletta Collins 
Dynamic double bifl. 2 & 3 Apr. 8pm. 
£10. cones £7. Duke's Road. WC1 
(0171 -387 003 1 ) © Euston. 


HEREFORD 

OCEAN COLOUR SCENE Retro - 
styled indie rockers from the Paul 
Wteller finishing school Hereford 
Leisure Centre Holmer Road 
(01432-278178) Tonight 8pm. £17. 


RICHMOND THEATRE English Na- 
tional Ballet: lour de Force Diverse 
extracts from five distinctive and ex- 
citing ballets. 2 0 3 Apr. 7.45pm. 
E10-E18. The Green. Richmond. Sur- 
rey (01 81 -940 0088) © Richmond. 


LONDON 

THE GODFATHERS No-nonsense, 
sharp-suited rockers return after a 
quiet spell Mean Fiddler Harlesden 
High Street NW1 0(0181-96! 5490) 
BR: Willesden Junction. Tonight 
9pm. £2 before 1 1 pm. 


Comedy 


PETERBOROUGH 
KEY THEATRE Loot Michael Elph- 
ick and Letitia Dean star. Mon-Thur 
7 30pm. Fri 6 Sat 8pm. mats Thur 
2.30pm. Sat 5pm. ends 3 Apr. £9- 
£11.50. cones available. Embank- 
ment Road (01 733-552439) 


NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY 
Millais: Portraits Retrospective of 
paintings by the Pre-Raphaelite 
artisL Mon-Sat 10am-6pm. Sun 
1 2 noon -6 pm, ends 6 Jon. £4. cones 
£3. St Martins Place WC2 (01 71 -306 
0055) ©Charing Cross. 


BOURNEMOUTH 

KEN DODD - THE HAPPINESS 

SHOW AT PAVILION THEATRE Hck- 

festicknienirnertwitothelJtddyman. 

2-4 Apr. 7.30pm. £ 10.50-El 2.50. 

Wescover Road (01202-456456) 


STEPS Chart dance-pop quintet per- 
form their hits 5-6-7-S and Tragedy. 
Shepherd's Bush Empire Shep- 
herd's Bush Green W1 2 (0171-771 
2000) © Shepherd's Bush. Tonight 
8pm. £14.50. 


POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE Hushabye 
Mountain Jonathan Harvey's new 
play in the twin settings of Heaven 
and Earth. Tue-Sat 7.45pm. mat Sat 
2.30pm. ends 3 Apr. E7.50-EI1.50. 
Kingland Road (01202-605222) 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 
Monet in the 20th Century Eighty 
paintings. Mon-Thur. Sun 9am-6pm. 
Fri 0 Sat Sam- 10pm. ends 18 Apr. 
E9. cones £6. child (1 2-1 8) £3. child 
(8-11) El. 50. Burlington House. 
Piccadilly Wl (0171-300 8000/413 
1717) ©Green Park. 


HEREFORD 

BOB DOWNE - MILLION SELLERS 
AT THE COURTYARD High camp 
and high kicks from the crooning 
superstar. Tonighr 8pm. £12. cones 
£10. Edgar Street (01432-359252) 


LUTON 

HOWARD JONES Syntii-pop star 
tours the album. People. Brannigans 
Bridge Street (01582-749444). 
Tonight 8pm. phone for prices. 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
A Midsummer Night's Dream Star- 
ring Josette Simon and Nicholas 
Jones. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 9 Oct. 
E5-E39. Wfrienside (01 789-295623) 


TATE GALLERY Jackson Pollock 
Major painting retrospective. Mon- 
Sun I0am-5.50pm. ends 6 Jun. 
£7.50. cones £5. family £19 (First- 
call 0870-842 2233 + £1.60 bkg 
fee) Miflbank SWI (0171-887 
8000) © Pimlico. 


LONDON 

BOUND a GAGGED AT THE FOX 
AT BOUND & GAGGED AT THE FOX 
An extended set from Ricky Grovec 
plus hudi Lickwood, Ian Moore and 
MC Jeff Innocent. Tonight 9.1 5pm. 
£6. cones E4. Green Lanes NT 3 
(01 7 1 -483 3456) BR: Palmers Green. 


MARGATE 

SUZI QU ATRO . ALVIN STARDUST. 
THE RU BETTES Triple-decker 1970s 
nostalgia tour. Winter Gardens Fort 
Crescent (01843-292795) Tonight 
8pm. £1 3.50-El 5. 


PORTSMOUTH 

ROGER TAYLOR The Queen drum- 
mer tours his recent sok» album. Elec- 
tric Fire. Pyramids Centre Clarence 
Esplanade (01 705-799977) Tonight 
8pm. £10. J 


SWAN THEATRE Volpone Mal- 
colm Stony plays the avaricious 
hero. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 9 Oct. 
E5-E36. Wateiside (01789-295623) 


WATFORD 

PALACE THEATRE The Late Middle 
Classes Harold Pinter directs Simon 
Gray’s study of family conflict Mon- 
Thur 7.45pm. Fri & Sat 8pm. ends 
10 Apr. E4-E15.75. cones available. 
Clarendon Road (OJ923-225671) 


VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 
The Arts of the Sikh Kingdoms 
Exhibition exploring 300 years of 
Sikh heritage. Mon-Sun 10am- 
5.45pm. wnds 25 Jul. £5. cones £3. 
UB40/di5abted/mems/3fter 4.30pm 
free. Cromwell Road SW7 (01 71-938 
8441) ©South Kensington. 


THE COMEDY STORE The Best in 
Stand-Up with Kevin McCarthy. 
Terry AJdertoa. Vic Henley and 
John Gordilio, plus MC Tim Clark. 
Tonight 8pm 6 12midnight. 
El 2. cones £7 late show only. Ox- 
endon Street. SW1 (0171-344 0234) 
© Piccadilly Circus. 


TORQUAY 

ERROL BROWN Ex-Hot Chocolate 
vocalist on his Still Sery tour. 
Princess Theatre Torbav Road 
(01303-290250) Tonight 8 pm 
phone for prices. 


WINDSOR 

THEATRE ROYAL Shirley U&lentine 
Wil)y Russeffs comedy about a bored 
housewife who finds love on a Greek 
island. Mon-Sat 8pm. mats Thur 
2.30pm. Sat 4.45pm. ends 3 Apr. 
E6-E25. cones available. Thames 
Street (01753-853888) 


NORWICH 

NORWICH ARTS CENTRE India 50 
- Working People: Sebastiao Salgado 
Internationally acclaimed photogra- 
pher portrays the reality oiTndian lift 
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm. Sat 1 1am-4pm. 
ends 8 Apr. free. Reeves Ytud. St Bene- 
dict's Street (01603-660352) 


JONGLEURS CAMDEN With Tbny 
Morewood, Reginald HunLec king of 
the surreal on-line ns Mil ton Jones. 
Simon Fbx. and Perrier nominee 
Ed Byrne. Tonight 8.15pm. El 2. 
cones £8. Chalk Farm Road. NWI 
(01 7 1 -564 2500) © Camden Town. 


Music 

Jazz, world, folk 


BARNSTAPLE 

QUEENS THEATRE Bfng-Bong Den- 
nis Waterman and Patrick Mower 
star in Keith Waterhouse’s comedy. 
Mon. Tue. Thur-Sat. 7.45pm. mat Sat 
2.30pm, ends 3 Apr. £11 -£14.50. 
Boutport Street (01271-324242) 


WORTHING 

CONNAUGHT THEATRE And Then 
There Were None AgaLha Christie's 
whodunnit set in a lonely house on 
a remote island. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
mats Wed fir Sat 2pm. ends 3 Apr. 
£5. 50-El 0.50, cones available. Union 
Place (01903-235333) 


OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Buddhist 
Art from Tibet; The EM Sera Eton 
Collection Extensive collection no- 
table for its efiversky Ends 2 May free. 
From Cozens to Palmer Water- 
colours selected from the museum's 
permanent collection. Tue-Sat 
1 0am-4pm. Sun 2 pm -4 pm. ends 
27 Jun. free. Beaumont Street 
(01865-278000) 


SWINDON 

CRAIG CHARLES AT WYVERN 
THEATRE Red Dwarf and Robot 
Ware star performs solo stand-up for 
adults only. Tonight 8pm. El 1.50. 
cones £9.50. Theatre Square 
(01793-524481) 


BOXFORD 

CLAIRE MARTIN QUINTET As- 

ril^hvuir 1 * ^"Sstress w ' itfa pianist 
Gareth Williams and Nigel Hitchrwk 

ro^ BQxford a£ 

S"isrg: 787 - j,o =«' i **w- 


Clubs 


FA RE HAM 

THE ALB'ON BAND Ashley Hutch- 
uigs acclaimed contemporary folk 
group. Ashcroft Arts Cen^e rgCJ 

oh^n^ 1 329 ' 3,06001 A P r 
phone for prices. y ' 


Box Office 


Now Booking 

GRAMMY WINNER Elvis Costello (below). 
who first shot to Same on file back of the 
burgeoning new wave movement in the 
Seventies, tours the UK in ApriL 
Royal Albert Halt London SW7 (0171-589 
8212) 15 Apr; and touring 


Last Chance to Book 

IN TURGENEV’S A Month in the Country, 
Nataya Petrovna strives to fight temptation 
and file passion she feels for her son's tutor. 
Starring Catherine Walker and Sara Stewart 
f below) and directed by Michael Attenborough. 
Tour information on 01789 20530J; to 5 Jun 


MUSEUM OF MODERN ART James 
Casebere New works by the Amer- 
ican photographer. 

Somewhere Else: Willie Doherty 
New video installation. Tue-Sun 
11am-6pm (Thur to 9pm). ends 
4 Apr. £2.50 (free Wed mom & Thur 
eve), cones £1 .50. child free. Pem- 
broke Street (01865-722733) 


BRIGHTON 

PUSSYCAT CLUB AT THE ZAP 
CLUB Easter special with with Dan- 
ny Rampling joining the residents. 
Tonight 10.30pm -4am. £9. NUS 
£8. mems £7. £6 before 10.45pm. 
Kings Road Arches (01273-202407) 


MAIDSTONE 


S^T.^^J?remy 


Shoham' crafty 
WeanerhyteW. Piz za 



SOUTHAMPTON 
JOHN HANSARD GALLERY Post- 
cards on Photography Paintings 
and sculpture examining photogra- 
phy in its absence. Tue-Fri I lam- 
5pm. Sat 1 1am-4pm. ends 1 1 Apr. 
free. The University (01 703-592 1 58) 


CARDIFF 

FRIDAY AT THE HIPPO CLUB 
Starring Luke Neville and Jon The 
Dentist. Tonight 9.30pm-tate. 
Perwrth Road (01222-341343) 
EtO. cones £7 


LONDON 

s SSSSKss 

9pm. ends 4 Apr E 15 .^ T ° n ' 8hr 


ST IVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Quoit 
Montserrat: Veronica Ryan Marble 
sculpture linking St Ives with 
Montserrat in the West Indies, the 
artist s birthplace. Ends 1 1 Apr. 
Images of Portmeor Beach: 


LONDON Express Jazz Club Dean 

PRIMAL ATTHESCALATechnoand J" 1 » 01 *1-*39 8722) ' 2 

more from Colin Dale. Terry Fran- q®" enha J m Ccur t Rmj Tnniphr 
cis, Nathan Cole, Marco Carola and 9pm - ends 4 Apr £15 ® hc 

Adam Beyer. Tonight 1 0.3&pm-6am. ANNIE rdcc c. 

Pentonvllle Street. N1 (0171 -833 sta ae S 5? r of 016 Broadway 

2022) © King's Cross/St Pancras. 

£15. £12 before 11.30pm. *017 , jg 

THE PHUTURE AT THE IMPERIAL * 1 l ■ » Spm ^' uTSJ 

GARDENS Ttdino from Dave Clarke E *-0. t!8 in adv. " J Ap r . 
and Luke Slater, house from Russ stevf cm,.. , 


" ■ UIIU Ldiac ‘JWtci, LiuubC irom KliSS CTCl/e n... 

Lubaina Himld Wbrk to progress by Gabriel and eleclronica rr om hm7hac! W ^ iOW ^gendarv nr«t 
the resident artisL Man-Sat 1 lam- Swavzafc Tonis* 1 1 r, ™ ££ ^ guitarist. 


the resident artisL Man-Sat 1 1am- Swayzak. Tonight 1 Qpm-Gam. Cam- ■“*■**- R^ntesE 

^P r ?-_ Sun ' Mm-Spm. ends IS Apr. benwell New Road. SE5 (01 7 L252 (ut\ 71-439 0747*1 


• 1 iflM.-jpm.cnua 1 o «pr. oerweil r«ew rtoaa. (01 71-252 roi7t-43907i 

E3.50. cones £2. PWthmeor Beach 6000) ©Oval. £10. concs/mems £A T-Zl£f 07A7) * bKeurSa 
(01736-796226) before f2m(dn«ht, £7 befc^Tlo^ *"?.'! CS 


before 1 1 pm. Z3£ ts ' 30pm ' 
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RADIO 1 

(97£-99BMHz FM ) 

6- 30 Zbe Ba£ 300 Kevin Greening. 
ttDO Jo Wh3ey. 2A0 Mark Rad- 
cfiffeL 4J00 Chris Moytea &A5 
Newsboat $J00 Pete Tongfe Essen- 
tial Selection. SLOO Judge Jutes. 
1U0O Westwood - Ratio 1 Rap 
Show. ZJQQr Fatto and Grooverider. 

4 jOO - TOO Emma a 

RADIO 2 

(88-902MHZ FM ) 

600 Sarah Kennedy. 700 Wake 
Up to Wogan. 900 Ken Bruca 
latOO Songs of the Century with 
Paul Garribaccini. See Pick of the 
Day. 200 Ed Stewart 500 Des 
lynam. 700 The Michael Feinstein 
Songbook - Turns Another Page 

7- 30 Friday Mght Is Music ['fight 
M5 John fe Carrel Single and Sin- 
gte. 9-30 Stainerfe Crucifixion. 

10-30 Sheridan Moriey. tL45 The 
People's Psalms. 1200 Lynn Par- 
sons. 400- 600 Jackie Bird. 
RADIO 3 

(9Q2-924MH2 FM ) 

600 On Air. 

900 Mastemvorks. 

1000 Artist of the Wteek. 

1100 Sound Stories. 

1200 Composer of the Week: 

Reger. With Misha Donat String Trio 
in A minor Op 77b (Larghetto). Vien- 
na Trkx Schfichte Weisen (excerpts). 
Hermann Prey (baritone) Gunther 
Wsissenbom (piano). Variations and 
Fugue on a Merry Theme of H8er. 
Bavarian RSO/CoGn Davis. 

100 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert Borodin Quartet Beethoven: 
String Quartet h B flat Op 130 
(Grasse Fuge). 

150 Bachb St John Passion. Chris 
de Souza introduces a concert given 
yesterday as part of the Orchestra of 
the Age of Enlightenment's residency 
at St George's, Brandon HU, Bristol 
Rachel EUiott (soprano), Michael 
Chance (countertenor), Mark Pad- 
more (tenor), Michael George and 
Stephen Vbrcoe' (basses) Chorus 
and Orchestra of the Age of EnBght- 
enment/Gustav Leonhardt Bach: St 
John Passion 
4D0 Music Restored 
4.45 Music Machine. 

5.00 In June With Sean Rafferty, in- 
dudng Statute's Oboe Quartet In Q 
Op 6 performed by Terzetto and 
Pal Goodwin (oboe) 

6jOO Performance on 3 l Wbgneris fi- 
nal music drama, in the moving new 
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SKY PREMIER 

- 600 The inaBCfibte Journey (1963) 

POOO^UOOdltefflda P9965 (73840). 
KUW Batman and Hobn (1997) (7103a 
1200 Mission Impossible (1996) (63463) 
240 Narrow Escape (1997) (33173). 400 
MatBda (5996) (3647) 6JDO Mission bnpos- 
stote (1986)^3937) 800 Batman anti 
Robin 0097) (58482). fOJOO The Gftwner 
Man (896) (J48444J. 1t« The Craw; City 
of Angels (1996) (183314)115 Home for 
the Hofctays (t995) (103883). 300 The De- 
Sverance c# Elaine (1996) (54864) 400 - 
600 Narrow Escape (S97) (53798). 

SKY UOVKMAX 
740 Mayday at 40000 Feetl (STB) 
(80364550) 400 Fatso (S80) (82734) 
1100 TheAdvantuBSOfPfriocchio (1995) 
(469S^ too Mayday at 40000 Feed 
(S76) (66550) 400 Fatso (1980) (87314) 
500 The Adventues of FYtoccfto (1995) 
(BSttl) 7410 preview (8598). 700 UK Top 
Ten (9937) 800 Action Heroes (2918) 
430 Movie Magic (4753) 400 Intensity 
CS97) (377005) 1400 Sudden Impact 
(1983) 06845) 400 Fear (1990) (999338). 
335 Adam: hfis Song Continues (1985) 
(247048) 540 - 7 jOO Loss of Faith (1997) 
(356M222). 

SKY CINEMA 

400 Pony Express (1953) (7627937) 

.. 64)0 Jesus Christ Superstar (®73) 

-A (2908078). 400 Revenge of the Pfrtk Pan- 
“ttwr (1978) (7958573)- 10-00 Who*! Afraid 
Of Wgjrta Woott? p968) (8613631) 12J0 
Big Bounce (1969) («11067) 400 Lucky 
Me (B54) (58087*9) 345 Obsession 
(1948) (7331425) 420 Oosa 
FtUIFOUR 

64)0 The Scent of Green Papaya (093) 
(8750802) See Pick of the Day. 400 Eat 
Drift Man Woman (1994) (39879043) See 
Pick of the Day . KUO Defcatessen (1990) 
(8895647) See Pick of the Day. 1400 La 
Gande Bouffe (073) (40532932) Sea Pick 
of the Day. 2A0 13® Water lor Chocolate 
(092) (23599715) See Pick of the Dey. 
405 - 400 Jamon Jamon (093 
(1430203) See Pick of tter Day. 
DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
400 Fisting Adventures (1134463) 400 
A Riwer Somewhere (H20647) 400 
Searchhg fdr bast Wbrids 0205734) 400 
WBcSfaSOS (Tl34840)6n)0 Love in the 
WSd (5363395) Z30 Riturewortcl (1121376) 
400 Outback Advenfcres (8215111)430 
. Uncharted Africa (620191$. 400 WSd 
At Rides (8132753) KLOO Sky Truckers 
(813^40) tLOO wfeapons of Wter 
(3448190) 12J00 One Way Ticket to Sirius 


COMPILING SMUG end-of-the- 
century overviews before the 
century has ended looks like 
tempting fete. Songs of the 
Century with Paul Gambaccini 
d2noon R2), presented over the 
Easter weekend, is courting not 
just fate but bad taste. Radio 2 
listeners, music industry insiders 
and sales figures have determined 
this cbart-of-charts. 

In Good Friday Liturgy - The 


EngSsh National Opera [xoduction 
by Nfltolaus Lehnhoft conducted by 
ENO*s former music director Mark El- 
der and featuring a stunning afl- 
British cast Kfcn Begley, tenor 
(Pareifai), Kathryn Harries, soprano 
(Kundry) Gwyme Howell, bass 
(GLonemanz) Jonathan Summers, 
baritone (Amfortas), ENO Chorus 
and Orchestra/Mark Elder. Part t 
See Pick of the Day. 

9-05 Postscript Twenty-five years 
after W H Audenb death, poets and 
critics reassess his poetry and 
make a personal selection of read- 
ings (5/5). (R) 

9uS5 Parsifal, part 2. 
t14>0 Germ Gould. The great Cana- 
rian pianist plays music written for 
the vkgfoaJs by Byrd and Gibbons. 
tL30 Jazz Century. Russel! Davies 
presents a 52-part history of jazz. 

13: 'Handful of Keys' focuses on the 
work of pianists Earl Hines and Art 
Tatum. 

1200 Composer of the Wfeek: 
Schubert (R) 

100 - 600 Through the NghL 
RADIO 4 

(92.4-946 MHz FM ) 

600 Today. 

900 NEWS; Desert (stand Discs. 
M5 Serial: PRala 
1000 NEWS; Woman's Hour. 
tLOO NEWS; Journey into Space 
1130 Married. 

1200 NEWS; You and Yours 
1207 Weather. 

100 The World at One 

130 Puzzle PaneL 

200 NEWS; The Archers 

2J5 Afternoon Play: J Edgar Hoover 

- Pubic Enemy 


Seven Last Words (3pm Rl>. 
Cardinal Basil Hume (right) leads 
a meditation on Christ’s last 
words on the cross. 

Performance on 3 (6pm R3> 
provides a chance to hear the 
ENO production of Wagner’s 
final great work ParsifaL Kim 
Begley stars as the fool upon 
whom the hopes of the Knights 
of the Holy Grail rest 

DOMINIC CAVENDISH 


300 NEWS; Good Friday Liturgy - 
the Seven Last Words. See Pick of 
the Day. 

330 Rigby's Red Herrings. (R) 
3-45 This Sceptred IsJa 
400 NEWS; Open Book. 

430 The Message 
500 PM. 

537 Weather. 

600 Six OCIock News. 

630 The News Quiz. 

700 NEWS; The Archers. 

735 Front Row. VBcram Seth, author 
of 'A Suitable Boy', one of the 
longest and most popular novels of 
the 90s, speaks about his career 
and his new novel ‘An Equal Music’, 
a tale of lost love set in London. 

7.45 High Days, Holy Days. A selec- 
tion of readings for Easter. 5: Good 
Friday New clothes, hot cross buns, 
hiding away in a monastery and 
friends tor tea as related by Vera 
Brittain, Boswell, Kilvert and Virginia 
Woolf. Read by Charlotte Comwefi, 
Denys Hawthorne, Kathryn Hunt 
Leo McKern and Leslie Phffips. 

8.00 NEWS; Any Questions?. Nick 
Clarke is joined in Colne, Lan- 
cashire. by Ron Davis MP, Claire 
Fox. Theresa May and Alex 
Salmond MP. 

8^45 Letter from America Alistair 
Cooke with another slice of Ameri- 
cana 

900 NEWS; The Friday Play: Miss- 
ing the Melody. By Karen Hopa An 
examination of sound told from the 
perspective of a woman who is pro- 
foundly deal Lucy, a gifted violinist, 
became deaf in her early teens. 

Now 15 years later, she awaits the 
result of an operation which will re- 






m;: 




store her hearing But w® her memo- 
ries and expectations match reality? 
With Emma Ftelcfrig and Richard 
Hope. Director Catfvyn Hom (R) 
1000 The World Tonight With 
Robin Lustig 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: My Moth- 
er's House. Janet Suzman con- 
cludes her rearing of Colettes 
memoir. Colette remembers her 

m other fe defiant encounters with 
ageing and death (R) 

1100 NEWS; Late Tackle Entertain- 
ing sports cfiscussion and features, 
with Eleanor Ofroyd and guests. 
1130 Nowhere to Hide A montage 
dissecting the spirt-second world of 
the barer via the prose of Joyce Car- 
ol Oates's classic study. On Boxing'. 
With the voices of borers Chris Eu- 
bank and Duke Mackenzie; referee 
Larry O'Connell; ringside doctor 
Adrian Whrteson; and boxing fan 
Kerry ShaJe. Expert commentary 
from Harry Carpenter. 

1200 News 

1230 The Late Book: Age of Aus- 
terity 

12^48 Shipping Forecast 
100 As World Service. 

530 World News 

535 Shipping Forecast 
5^40 Inshore Forecast 
5^5 Prayer for the Day. 

5-47 Leisure Update. 

536 - 600 Weather. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

9.45 - 1000 An Act of Worship 
1200 - 1204 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 534 * 537 
Shipping Forecast 


Satellite and Cable 


PICK OF THE DAY 


THE FILMFOUR schedule tonight 
introduced by chefs Nigel Slater 
and Gordon Ramsey is devoted 
to a culinary theme. The Scent of 
Green Papaya (6pm FUniFbur), 
T*an Anh Hung’s touching debut 
feature, tracks the fortunes of a 
young "Vietnamese country girl 
who becomes the servant of a 
middle-class Saigon famfy during 
the 1950s. Eat Drink Man Woman 
(8pm), the bitter sweet Oscar- 
nominated drama from Ang Lee 
( right) , centres on a widowed 


(6487338) tN Searching for Lost Worlds: 
Machu Rcchu (6262390) 200 Close. 

SKY ONE 

700 Count Ouckula <90t27) 730 Grimmy 
(84444) 800 Earthworm Jfrn (79463) 
430 GocteSa (78734) 400 Pokemon 
@2314) 430 The Simpsons (71078) 

1000 Shadow Raiders (67289) *L30 
Xsna: Warrior Princess (B5024) tL30 
Legend of the Hidden City (20tH) 1200 
Tarzan: the Epic Adventure (26889) 100 
Mad about You (40668) 10O Jeopardy 
(21555) 200 Sally Jessy Raphael (68918) 
300 Jemy Jones (31227) 400 Star 
Trek; Deep Space Mrw (10734) 500 Star 
Trek: Vfcyager (5983) 600 Friends (4005) 
600 Friends (8685) 700 The Simpsons 
(1802) Z30 The Simpsons (4869) 8-00 
Dating H41 (81956) 400 Wbrfdb Greatest 
Hoaxes (41192) 1O0O Cops (SS79) K0O 
Friends (W63) 1100 Friends $855tt1) 
1245 Star Trek: Ifayager (8542154) 100 
Law and Order 03681) 200 -700 Long 
Play (1144319) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

700 Sports Centre (8T78983) 7*5 Foot- 
bal League Review (872579) 745 What a 
weekend (864550) 835 Ybute on Sky 
Sports (7201005) 400 Futbot MundfeJ 
(54753) 430 Aerobics (B8686) 1000 
Good Morning Sports Fans - Good Friday 
special (78821) 1200 Super League 
Wigan v St Helens (29043) 200 Basket- 
bati Manchester Sants vs Sheffield (75173) 
400 F3 Racing (9956) 400 World Sport 
Special (8840) 500 Super League Wigan 


Taiwanese master chef whose 
daughter s’ romantic travails cause 
trouble. Delicatessen (10.10pm) 
is Jean-Pierre Jeunet and Marc 
Caro's very black comedy about 
cannibalism. Satirising over- 
consumption, La Grande Bouffe 
(l2midn't> is followed by Alfonso 
Arau’s Like Water Fbr Chocolate 
(2.10am) a romance focussing on 
desire, and Bigas Lunas’s Jamon 
Jamon (435am) which is an over- 
th e-top sex farce. 

James Hampton 


vs St Helens C2T73j. 600 Sky Sports Cen- 
tre (77192) 700 Football Special: Aston 
Vffla vs Vtest Ham (556685). 1000 Sports 
Centre (86289) tLOO Hold the 6ack Page 
(30647) 1200 Sports Centre (50203) 
•LOO FootbaB S pedal: Aston VBta vs West 
Ham (97593) 200 Super League Wiaan 
vs St Helens (69922) 300 Wresting 
(66425) 500 - 600 Total Sport (95715) 
SKY SPORTS 2 

700 Aerobics (2323S83) 700 Sky Spcns 
Centre (4018753) 745 Survival of the 
Fittest (3712395) 8J5 Formula Three Rac- 
ing (9369376) 445 Sky Sports Centre 
(9403TT1) 400 The Rugby Club (8999482) 
1000 Motor Sport (9646444) 1200 Ford 
Golf USA (3514869) 200 Gotf AmoW 
Pahier- Golfs Heart and Soul (8640024J. 
400 Futbol MuncSaJ (3544005) 400 Fri- 
day Night Football Crewe Alexandra vs 
Birmingham City (2830463) 700 Rugby 
Sevens: Fji International Sevens (3923127) 
400 Super League Wigan vs St Helens 
(B641753) 1O0O Ford Golf USA (4592734) 
1200 Friday Night Football Crewe Alexan- 
dra vs Birmingham City (5295067) 100 
Rugby Sevens: Fiji International Sevens 
(5031870) 300 Hold the Back Pane 
(4261512) 400 Sky Sports Centre 
(6980203) 500 MotD-phJS (5204715) 500 

- 600 Extreme SaSng (8954319) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1200 Trsnsworid Sport (75534289). 100 
Sports Unlimited (75543937) 200 Bobby 
Charitons FbotbaS Scrapbook (90628208) 
300 Extreme Saftrxi 0t2323W) 400 In- 



sicte the Senior PGA Tour |3t2n62ti 400 
Baseball May 158213869) 500 Mcto-Plus 
124231685) 600 Golf Arnold Palmer - 
Golfs Mean and Scui i«238598i. 600 in- 
side the Senior PGA Tour i2941286S.i 800 
Budweiser Basketball Manchester Goams 
vs Sheffield (9365H92.1. 1000 World 
Wrestling Federation Raw (43648753) 
1200 Dose 

EUROSPORT 

700 US PGA Gofl Tour (939t8) 800 Mad 
Masters Winter Games (658691 9.00 
FootbaS I&4579L 1O0O Racing Line 
(79622). 1100 Swimming (Jm73j 200 
Football (19227) 4.00 Terms (12314). 500 
Trial (66462) 600 Mad Masters Writer 
Games (5753) 700 Swimmrg (35294) 
800 Terns it8598) 900 Baiing i.740Ct5) 
1000 Bowing (65735) tLOO Ycc Action 
(5SQ43) 12.00 Mad Masters Winter 
Games 1891541 1200 Close. 

UK GOLD 

700 Crossroads (o-7i3Ci2) 700 Neigh- 
bours (78818021 7.55 EasrEnpers 
(3S973W) 800 The 6HI (7461647). 400 
The Bd (7485227) 900 The House of 
BOH (11 77734) 1000 Rhoda |717411U 
1100 Dallas 195T3666) 1105 Neighbours 
(481975961 1205 EastEnders 19662753) 
100 Bugs (5329173) 2.00 Dallas 
(1954734) 205 The &0 1 7266294 1 305 
The Bill (26968401. 3.55 EastEnders 
1.3452276) 400 Rhoda (1122005) 500 All 
Creatures Great ami Small (6207192) 600 
Dynasty (53499371 700 The Comedy Ai- 


RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693, 909kHz MW ) 

6- 00 Breakfast 
SMX) Brian Hayes, 
ft-55 Super League 
2D0 Early Drive. 

4.55 The Friday Match. 

7- 00 News Extra. 

730 Alan Green’s Sportsnight Alan 
Green and his stucfio guests discuss 
the weekfe sporting issues and look 
ahead to the Easter weekend^ fix- 
tures. Plus full commentary on Aston 
Vfla v West Ham in the Premiership, 
10-00 Late Night Live, insight and 
comment on the day's big issues 
with Brian Hayes. Including Pa- 
pertalk. 1030 Sport TLOO News. 11.15 
The Financial World Tonight. 
ut>0 Up All Night 
5JJ0 - 6JH) Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
(100L0-10L9MHZ FM ) 

6JI0 Michael Fanstrxre 8.00 Henry 
Kefiy. 1200 Requests. 2JX) Con- 
certo 3.00 Jamie Crick. 6^0 
Newsnight 7J00 Smooth Classics at 
Seven. 9J>0 Everwtg Concert 
Schutz: Easter historia. Stuttgart 
Chamber Choir, Musica Rata Koln, 
Stuttgart Baroque Orchestra/Frieder 
Bemius. Haydn: The Seven Last 
Words. Delme Quartet tLOO Alan 
Mann. 2JX> Concerto 3 jOO - 6j 00 
Mark Griffiths. 

VKGM RADIO 

(1215. 1197- 1260kHz MW 1058MHz 
FM) 

6J3Q Russ Williams. £L30 Mark For- 
rest LOO Nick Abbot 4.00 Harriet 
Scott 7.00 Wheels of Steel tLOO 
Janey Lae Grace. 2JK> - 6JK) 
James Merritt 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

100 The World Today. L30 Sci- 
ence in Action. L55 My Century. 
200 The World Today. 200 Meridi- 
an (Books). 300 The World Today. 
3.30 World Business Report 3^45 
Insight 400 The World Today. 400 
Sports Roundup 400 Weekend 
500 The World Today. 500 - 600 
People and Pofitica 
TALK RADIO 

600 David Banks and Raul Ross. 
900 Scott Chisholm and Saly 
James 1200 Motoring. LOO Anna 
Raeburn. 300 OK to Talk. 500 The 
SportZone 800 Nicky Home's Ac- 
cess AH Areas 1000 James H 
Reeve LOO • 600 Mike Dickie 


tentative: Ever Decreasing Circles 
(8388163). 740 The Comedy Alternative: ' 
Last of the Summer Wine (7975918) 800 
The Comedy Alternative: The Bnttas Em- 
pire 19975550) 9.00 The Thn Blue Line 
15361208) 940 Him: Jaws (1975) 
(56164821) 12.05 The BJr (4498951) 

12.35 The BHI (1294864) 105 Rim: Play 
Misty lev Me (1971) (8514406) 300 - 700 
Stopping wnn Screenshop 15497690). 
LIVING 

600 Tiny and Crew (76392579) 60S 
Johnson and Friends (59082550) S40 
Tiny Tates (91071956) 645 Babaloos 
(91070227) 6.50 Polka Dot Sheris 
'91051192) 700 Practical Parenting 
(1179734) 705 Prolessor Bubble 
(6326602) 7.30 Calico I1T91024) 705 
Bug Alert 13675918) 70S Practical Parent- 
ing (4400376) 800 Barney and Friends 
(4410753) 805 My Zoo (8504802) 8.30 
Tny and Crew (8f5i3395l 8-50 Praclica) 
Parenting (9857i92i 900 Sp-eoal Babies 
(36340431 900 The Rosea me STow - 
Ughtnghts 12202227) 10.00 The Jerry 
Sprnger Show 12702227) 1000 Maury 
Po-zieh (75459181 tt^iO The Heat Is On 
1 71849024; 12.10 Throuah the Keyhole 
•360654821 12.40 Rescue 911 (10049260) 
tfO Beyon,3 Belief Fact oi Fiction 
(987618211 140 Mawv Pc^ch (6903937, 
200 Film: The Dav Chnsf Died (1980) 

1 97 mOCM 3i 5J0 Hear Is On 

(516698401 5.40 Ready. Steady. Coo). 
i984i9i8i. 6J5 The Jeny Springer Show 
1 5371073) 705 Rescue 911 (1846181) 7.35 
Ammai Rescue I4246&56) 3.00 LA Law 
(3358519) 900 Film: Saveid by ihe U-^ht 
19579116' 11.00 TTie Spicy St?* Files 
13162802) 12.00 Close 

THT 

9.00 WCW Nitre (659917531 «05 WCW 
Thunder (4273£227i 100 Eye o! the Devil 
(t967i (448197771 300 Once a Thief 
(1965) I3493424H 500 Close 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 

700 Clueless H444| 700 Grace under 
Fire 1 7111 1 800 Mad about Vou (2032) 
8.30 Spri Cnty i9227i 900 Drop the 
Dead Don).-:-.- (49260) 9.30 Wh-sse Line Is 
It Anyway'" i87579.» 10.00 Film: Meat- 
balls ii979i (189666) IMS Lancelot Lin) 
1.793937 1 1200 Late ra*gtn ivith David Lei- 
termari (5834 5i 100 Its Garry ShandSng’s 
Shew, i35ii67i 100 Nurses (72066) 200 
Almost Perfect (511541 200 Tibs and Fibs 
|3C661( 300 Morfc and LSndy ri5203i 
300 Abbott Costalla 154241 1 . 4.00 
Close. 
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BBC1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 LONDON exceph 125 

Ugh Mor na Casige (The Big Easter 
Egg) (84195192). 

BBC1 WALES 

As BBC1 LONDON except:. 
10-45 Just Up Your Street (45W24).- 
tU20 Parkinson (973956). 12.10 The 
Word on the Street (4050319). 1 2.2 5 
Film: Far ‘and Away (35623999). 2.45 
Joins BBC News 24 (24730512). , 

ANGLIA 

As Carlton except: 12.45 Short- 
land Street (B31260). 545 Anglia 
News (473395). tL20 Anglia News 
and Weather (734024). H05 Won- 
derful You (320840). 12J5 1TV at the 
Belfort Festival (6975777). L3S Film: 
-Age of Treason: This original drama 
gives the age-old detective genre. a 
new twist - by setting it to ancient . 
Roma Falco. an wtlucky private de- 
tective. reluctantly takes on a case in- 
volving tracking down the missing son 
of an Important senator. He and Ns 
partner Justus set out on an adven- 
ture which sees them dashing with 


devious priestesses, toothless under- 
takers and butch giaefiators. (413932). 
3i5 QubaVtsion (4924154). 4.00 The 
Haunted Flshtank (39446636). 405 
Soundtrax (72114390). 4.45 ITV 
Mghtscreen (25466864). 500 Coro- 
nation Street (37319). 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 12.45 Di- 
nosaurs (831260). 5J5 Campus Cops 
(2867482). 5.40 Central News and 
Weather (212005). 1L20 Central 
News and Weather (482735). 11.30 
Mdnight CaHen Drama series about a 
cop turned late- night chat show host 
whose callers involve him in dramatic 
and dangerous situations. A conve- 
nience store owner misinterprets 
Jack's caution to protect himself and 
after idling a man blames Jack for 
giving him the Idea. (878647). 400 
Jobfinder (7452116). 5.20 Asian Eye 
(9985574V 

HTV WALES 

As Carlton except: 12.45 Wish 
Ybu Were Hera..? (631260). 5J5 Liv- 
ing a Bugfe Lite (2687482V 5.40 HTV 


News and Weather (212005). 11.20 
HTV News and Weather (734024). 
11.35 Wonderful You (320840). 

1205 rfV at the Belfort Festival 
(6975777V L35 Fam: Age of Treason 
(413932V 3.15 ClubaVision (4924154). 
4.00 The Haunted Fishtank 
(39446636). 405 Soundtrax 
(72114390). 4.45 rrv Nightscreen 
(25486864). 5.00 Coronation Street 
(87319). 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 12.45 

Getaways (831260). 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: 12.45 Shon- 
land Street (831260V 5J5 Meridian 
Tonight (473395). 11.20 Meridian 
News and Weather (734024). 11.35 
Wonderful You (320840). 1205 ITV 
at the Belfort Festival (6975777). 1.35 
Ftfrn: Age of Treason (413932). 3J5 
CtubaVisfon (4924154). 4.00 The 
Haunted Flshtank (39446636V 4.25 
Soundtrax (72114390). 4.45 ITV 
Nightscreen (25486864). 5.00 Free- 
screen (87319). 


WESTCOUNTRY 

As Carlton except: 12.45 The 

Baidy Man (831260) 5.15 Westcoun- 
try Live (473395). 11.20 Westcounrry 
News (482735). 11.30 Film: St Elmos 
Fire (69328173). 1.35 Film: Age of 
Treason (413932). 3.15 ClubaVision 
(4924154). 4.00 The Haunted Fish- 
tank (394466261 4.25 SoundTra* 
(72114390). 4.45 ITV Nigh! screen 
(25486864). 5.00 Coronation Streel 
(87319). 

YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except: 12.30 ITV 

Lunchtime Hews: Weather (74700840) 
12.45 Emmerdale (8312601 5.15 Cal- 
endar (1777460) 5.20 Earth Matters 
(2684395) 11.20 Calendar News and 
Weather (482735). 11.30 Wonderful 
You (878647). 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 5.15 Linte 
Horrors. Little Darlings (2687482). 

5.40 North Ea$i Tomghf i2i2005l 
11.20 North East News and Weather 
(482735). 


S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 11.50 Up 

the Creak 1 14147376). 12.40 The 
Three Stoooes (42234376). 1.00 
Planed Plant (69260S02) 1-30 Film: 
Scott of the Antarctic 134432181 1 . 
4.30 Rich Lake (99668647) 5.00 
Planed Plant 141033260) 5.30 Count- 
down (99682227). 6.00 Newyddion 
H 91166J7, 6.10 Fy ? lewis I 
ioST&lSlSi 6.30 MoPv DiCk 
{99663)921 7.00 PoiiOl V Cwm 
(41053024) 7.30 Newyddion 
(43712192) 7.45 Ofleren 0 Fawl 
(640604601 8.50 V Clwt> Rygbi 
(52 10904 3 l 9.20 Friends l57683289|. 
9.50 Ramsay s Boiling Point 
('6950203i 10.20 3 re ok side 
(51427956). 10.5S Frasier 1 814 37550). 
11.25 iVjfidiri TJorton i678939i6). 
12.05 TFi Friday i42626066) 1.15 4 
Liver Pule, (6 j 34 4 693 1 1.30 4 Later 
Ffava (231121351 2.00 4 Laier The 
Med Squad (31601512). 3.00 4 Laier. 
VidS 107137654) 3.30 Frlm The 
Howling TV reporter Dee Wallace 
finds a bio surprise down m the 
woods. VVerrviriy.es nc- (ess 
(604566541 5.05 Close 


CHESS 

JON SPEELMAN 
ALTHOUGH THE the first inter- iw 
national tournament in London in A • 

1851 was a knockout this formal was ^ 

fairly soon sup^danted by afl-play-alls 
and later Swisses, and came back 
into favour only a decade or so ago, . .V. ~ : 

fuelled by a press demand for dear- " i 

cut results and the chess public's 
taste for blood. ® 

A totally new event, the Red Bus asi 2L. 
Knockout starts today at Southend 
Civic Centre alongside the tradi- . 
ttonal Southend Easter Congress, > - 

now in its 43rd edition. It is spon- ^ 

sored by Redbus Investments, with 18 B 
which was founded by Cliff Stanford -was pro 
in May last year after his earlier but very 1 
company, the massively successful 20 ...Q 
Demon Internet, was bought by ...Q£821 T 
Scottish Power, and brings together Rd8+ Kg 
16 of the top British players with when Whi 
each round consisting of two gam es obvious 2 
at the rate of two hours each for ail trous-ir 
moves, followed if necessary by Nxc8Qxci 
blitz play-offs. Black. 

Subject to any late withdrawals Of com 

the first round draw which pits 1 vs mate! But 
9, 2 vs 10 etcin rating order is: Miles suddenly 
vs PlasketL myself vs Ward. Emms 
vs Andrew Ledger. Lalic vs Wl 

Nicholas Pert, Chandler rs McNab, B 

Davies vs Levitt King vs Pein and L 

Rowson i's Ruth Sheldon. Play I 

takes place from today until Easter 1 c4 e5 

Monday, with rounds starting at 2e3d6 
10am and 3.30pm. 3 Nc3 g6 

Whilst all pairings may be equal 4 g3 Bg7 
some are less equal than others and 5 Bg 2 Nc 

Miles and Plaskett in particular 6 d4 0-0 
must have mixed feelings about 7Nge2h 
renewing their often bloody combat 8 0-0 6 

at such an early stage, in the game 9 dxe5 ch 

XVe chosen, PlasketL as always. 10b3c6 
goes full tilt for his opponent and in 11 Ba3 Qe 
this case he made dramatic contact 12 f4 e4 

But I could equally have adduced 13 Qd6 Rf 
one in which the attack eventually 14 Radi N 
veered off course and Miles 13Rd2Ne 
emerged triumphant 16 Bh3 g5 

The dramatic queen sacrifice 17 fxg5 


BRIDGE 

ALAN Hi RON 


R.mwmm 
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with 18 Bx6 - 18 Qb4 was sensible 
- was probably somewhat unsound 
but very hard to defend. 

20 ...QdB was fine - not eg 20 
...Q£B21 Nxf7 Qxf7 22 Bxe6 Qze6 23 
Rds+ Kg7 24 Bb2+ Ne5 25 RHB 
when White wins the house. But the 
obvious 21 ...Rxf5? proved disas- 
trous - instead 21 ...RfB and if 22 
Nxc8 Qxc8 23 BxfB Ngxffl is good for 
Black. 

Of course, not 22 ...Qxd3 23 Nh6 
mate! But in the diagram 24 g4i! was 
suddenly murderous. 

White: Jim Plaskett 
Black: Tony Miles 
Lugano Open 1986 
English Opening 


1 c4 e5 

18 Bx5 Bf& 

2e3d6 

19 Nxe4 Bxd6 

3Nc3g6 

20 Nxd6 Qd8! 

4g3Bg7 

21 Rd3 Rx5? 

5 Bg2 Ne7 

22 Nx5 Qxg5 

6 d4 0-0 

23 h4 Qh5 (see 

7 Nge2 Nd7 

diagram) 

8 0-0 5 

24 g4!! Qxg4+ 

9 dxe5 dxe5 

25 Neg3 Qh3 

10b3 c6 

26 Nh6+ Kg7 

11 Ba3 Qe8 

27 Nhf5+ KfB 

12 f4 e4 

28 Nh5+ Ke5 

13 Qd6Rf7 

29Nfg3 Neft 

14 Radi Nf8 

30 Bb2+ Ke6 

15 Rd2 Ne6 

31 Ng7+ Ke7 

16 Bh3 g5 

32 Ba3+ 

17 £xg5 Ng6 

1-0 


“IF 1 had got the diamonds right, 1 
would have made 12 tricks!" 
claimed South after going down in 
3 no-trumps on this deal. “Urn!" 
responded his partner. It was one 
of the most expressive “Urns’’ that 
I have ever heard, expressing mild 
interest and agreement combined 
with definite criticism from a 
player who would have preferred to 
have seen the rubber clinched to 
watching his partner speculate 
about overtricks. 

South opened One Spade. North 
responded Two Clubs, and South 
rebid TVo Diamonds. North 
explored with Two Hearts tthe 
fourth suit) and South, who might 
have stressed his distribution, 
placed more importance on his 
double guard in hearts and jumped 
to 3 no-trumps against which West 
led "5. 

Declarer won with his king and 
led buL of course, this was 
allowed to win. Next South tried a 
finesse of v J but wheo this lost to 
the queen and a heart came back, 
it was all over. The defenders had 
no trouble with their discards and 
came to three hearts and 4*A to 
join their diamond trick 

I like to think that my readers 


Game all: dealer South 
North 

♦ Q 4 
V J 10 9 
•CAJ 10 
*0J 10 9 8 
t East 


| West 
! *9 5 3 
! TQ 8 7 5 3 

; >93 

! +A 7 4 


♦ KJ7 
T64 2 

>qn: 

*65 3: 


South j 

♦A JOS a: 

M AK I 

C K 7 6 5 4 ! 

I 

*K 

I 

would have spotted the way to 
ensure the contract buL if you have 
not seen the theme before, then 
tlike South i it simply may not 
occur to you. Play a diamond at 
trick three, certainly, but put on 
dummy's ace and lead a dub - dis- 
carding T 1 A from hand! If the 
defenders win and dear the hearts 
there are nine tricks with T J 
affording an entry to the table 
while, if they do not play hearts, 
declarer can force an entry to 
dummy with ■> JiO. 


Concise crossword 


No^SSS Friday 2 April 

nsn [2 



ACROSS 

I Disparager <5i 
4 Pitcher (4) 

8 Crepitate <7) 

9 Salt water (5) 

10 Show excessive love (4) 

II Lessen <8> 

12 Places affording views (7,6) 
15 Studv session t8> 

17 Sparkling wine t4< 

20 Cuban dance <5 l 

21 Swing <7) 

22 Yearn ii> 

23 Happening (5' 


DOWN 

1 Subdue (7) 

2 Greek deity (4) 

3 liqueur t5,2,8> 

4 Tirade barrier (7) 

5 Heather <5> 

6 Bitter (4) 

7 Time out (6) 

12 Sacristy (6) 

13 Mollify’*?) 

14 Emerging t7) 

16 Imitated) 

18 Thought (4) 

19 Concern (4) 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 
ACROSS- 1 Happened 5 .Ages (Appendages'. 9 Tired. 10 Elastic. 11 1 
Senior citizen, 16 Disinherit. JO Pfennig. 21 Disco, 22 Crew. 23 S_vno: 
Hoiiioiibu. 2 Part sonij. 3 Elder. 4 Eye-uaichioely. 6 Gate. 7 Sect 8 Wall 
111 UnrliiMis. 15 Orient. 17 Hydro. iE Epic. 19 Mere. 
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